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To _ Reader. ; 


q He life of and tes, is in _com4 £ 
\ Jt ' paring them, whereby y the. wolf, 
S118 ſeems better, and the bad, uſe oh | 
1h and rhe whole auty of a Chriſtis 
| an, lies folded up in the{l © wok, 
[8 Dottoms, | VI; In ceaſing to ai Fg 
: T evil, and Lear ming [0 dn well, } ? þ 
What more pleaſing. then the #: 
; / inn pb of the ſcorching ſua 
v1 1 ſhin: ? What more ſweet thena If. 
A fragrant Gar den,near a labyrinch- B88 
of Tho; ns and Bry:rs 2 And wharf BY 
Fe more to a he defired then a private Grove, incompailed with the i FA 
_ murmuring.ſtreams of wholſome raters, free from the noſe and Un" WE: 
- pompof a tumultuous Age, and no way annoyed with rhe rave- + $7 
\ hous Beafts, of the Foreſt of this World > - .. FR 
© Neither can we poſlibly fix our thoughts aright on Heaurn,, IP 
: until (through a ſerious thoughttulneſs, and conſideration of- ie _ 
P: own frail and inconſtant condition, ſo full of vanity and nothing- M 
g neſs) we ſurround the wilderazſs of our own hearts, and entet the "W 
© Faage of this warlds mifcries. -.. 
Its too ſad [in theſe times] to ſee many, veofelli ng. VIE ne -H 
 Chriftzans, by wearing an outſ; dz ard form of Godlieſs , to have 
their 1fide tufted with nothing bur Atheiſm, Selſ=Intereſts, or © 
Info deſity ; who make too nnich haſte ro pur on the Saint; before © 
| they have caſt off the Sinazy, and would feign ſeem godly, before 
Bs can frame themfelves to be honeſt : Whereas It was not Ty. "i Y 
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To the Reaaer. 
C2 p1it off the works of dark ice, and then to put on the Armor of 
Light. But of God himſelf, who firſt gave himſelt ro reacem 1s 
from all iniquity, that afterwards he might make us 324/045 of 2004 
I works, x7 9% 9 of 
| The Husbmdma alſo firſt ceanſeth his ground, before he ſaws, 
And certajnly, we haye as much need to be weeded, as to haye 
any good Fruits implanted in us ; ſuch is the giddrnzſs and ?ncor- 
ſtancy of cur affections ;, ſuch the blindneſs anderror of our vici- 
ous mindes; ſuch the vaſtneſs and immoderation of 9ur deſnes, 
> anrdſo great the wairing of the law of our members againſt the law 
| of our minde. . 
Neither is Ea;th more naturaily a Mother to Hecds, and a Stef- 
 motherto Herbs, then man [by a proclivity to his own inclinati- 


— ons] 1s apt to ptoduce the tures of his fond 1m4g/ntiens; and ere 
he can bring forth good Herds and Graces, God muſt take orcat 
pains with his deceirful heart® and then u79.1ppy Earth , which 
yields ſo unexpected a Haryclt as Þ:yers and Toorns 1. 

 AndOhhovw fadathing is it;thatChriians in theſe days of Light, 

| as well as Liberty, ſhould be ſo backward in the meditation on their 


| Souls happineſs, and ctern-l welfare ! that we ſhould worſhip that @ 

- for a God, which is but an 1do!, and ( were we her beſt miniens ] 

q | could give us no more then what it hath, viz. a ſmoak of hozor, - | 

3 a ſhadow & riches, a ſound of picaſires, and a blaſt &f 
ſanc. — 

This I knov ſeems a Paradox to the Favmites of the time, who 
e-.0r all their wealth and preferments ( how indirealy ſorver | 
artair*a) under the ſpecious g'o'5 of a happy providence, which | 
they think is ever bound to attend them; though they ſhall arlaſt Þ 
finde [ how Syrcn-like ſoryer the world appear] that all their glorys' 
and preferment is nothing bur a thriving diſcaſe ;, afreſh infe&i=! 

ous Ayr, 2 Fury lweetly portraifted, or 1! 21de fire laid up, and finely # 
dreſt in Law, | 
How harſhly alſo doth this ſound in the ears of thoſe, who re- } 
Joyce their /ouls infiolick, and freſh delights, and make it their | 
| feraus ſtudies, ro draw m'ith into a body ; rotalk prophanely in 
that, chat they ea] £221 compa, to ſpeak jeſtingly of Religions 
and to be no way thought fit for Socicry, except they can wanton þ 


Tui, and ſwagger after the modes Why (ſay they) ſhould # 
/ X & 
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þ we « ſpend our. r precious minures in the Cullen . 5 anide jeted ſhades. | 
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Y of fadneſs 2 ot rayel out our hart. lv & gays in heart-breaking. # 

LETELS = 

L 0B 1S :3t any FRY Tn indeed, "that he Sk} is Fall 48 

k the hubs of the Swine [the delizhts of the world] ſhould deftre'the 

ho em, of Heaven. Bur though the Swine may ſay to the Ermn, 

| - he is happier then he, and conclude the mire t9 be ſweer, becauſe 
b he 1 is delighred to tumble in ir ; that the Spider or Toad-are no”. 

po }ſon, becauſe ſome things cat them, and dic nor z. or their breath 

q the leſs offenfve, becauſe they themſclycs ſme ell; irnot;z yethoy 

& foul . ſhall we ar laſt finde our lips, of our rotten ad; putrid dif-., 

f R: courſe And when the worldling awakes, how {oon hall he finde \ Ne 
@ his golden fancyatan end, and how really a{flictzd,rhar all his; __ | 4 
Ye Was at an end, and that he is ſo mach the poorer by loufing \. 8 
| a treaſure he never had. 

& The Devil ſells us oar miſery hs at ſo bigh a Market ;  % 

& purs ſuch exciſe upon our unhappineſs, . as that \ we cannot purchaſe 

& ae world without the ſale of our ſoul, = F 

' And ſhall we-buy our Repenranceart ſo dear 2 

| >: Tate > ſhall we ſuffer our apprehenſions to be be= * Non em:mus. | 

"1 nighted with ſuch thick mts and darkneſs, as tanti pentere.” -Þ 

'm rakes: us grope after happineſs, in the allurements _ 
of the-fleſh , the low entertainments of outward ſenſe , "at of - 
what we here bur fitiouſly enjoy ? Are we always fick ,. either of | 
too mich. or roa little, of loving'or loathing, of defire'or avyerſfi- Sf 
$0; to ſome wrong @ object to which our vchemear Paſſions natual . *# 

incline us 2. And can we (poſlibly) be. FAINOrare [do/ixers of that . /N 

E Ph;ſch which ſtill increaferh the diſeaſe ? yea, which gives us NOT 

:encly a dying, but a dead life > - © 
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i» For if we will not belicye the Heath TAE! accounted the Preat- 

teſt jos of rhis life, bur painted, deceaful, ' and killing Pleafures, ' 

; "(and whoſe tobtrine | in this, as well as many other things, may. 

ſerve as well for the raſtrethon, as the ſh 1m2 of Ch:1ſtians) we finds | 

It aorceable to the ſenſe of the Apoſtle » who concludes US Cyei = ll 
dead, whileſt we live, 1. 7m: 5.6. oo 

| Unniſe ſervants. then as we are, to ſerve fuch 2 hard mar 6 4s. 
this wretched World ! which will not only here load'us with 1 Ipes, 

bur. Feturn us naked from whence we cam? , withour | paying us any 
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To. the Reader. 


t\\.n2, but the ſad wages of {1a and ſh. me, Fond woe'ld'! ngs | ' 
—L \nſs an eternal weight of olory, tor a mc{s of  poyſonous Pottus 
Indiſcreet Adarincs ! ro adyenture the lots of our li Ucs, rarher ro 
ro throw our cds over board. 

O that we ſhould thus beger Vanities, and neuriſh them ! ap= 
plavd I ollizs, and intend them ! Thar we ſhould cre A4ltars to | 
our on Eftempcrs,, and lo become worſhippers of our d?/cfe ! 

[ he mad men, we ſhould hug the fire that will burnus | 
{ m3tinG our ſelves the Dryils Marty's or lixe filly Flics, dUlight 
;n-that flame which vill ar laſt cor/reme us |) 

Th: World fare (nowithſtanding the counterfeir wizard ir 
talks HPO RE) hath no ſuch charming, commanding lo-cl:2eſs in | 
It, but (luze Home's Therſiges ) vely without 45 well as vithing of. 

e the Poers Godelcſc,;: wh chnot o:1y prov'd a C'ond bur br oght 
rai S-7hent alſo. Nadamen then, 25 we are, to commit ſach | : 
flranvs [aa , ' V5 an CVCNn thus CON Tent Our O\\ vn Qiftrit 'Ct;on! Oo j 
the 1wnorance of lome, the wilfulncſs of others, and the torget= | 
Iulnefs ct n! oltzwhich foſ2dly ruſh into their own verdic. on,thtough | 
{> mid a dotage on 'n, and the wo: 14 '! 


D.u we but lov back an | confider the unprofitableneſs of the] 
eeme pit, peers 'c uncertainty of thar wiich 1s preſent, haw care=% 
tal would it bd us to be of thetime which is to come : Or did we } 
bur beriunk, how many hours we have loſtin doing ill, how many | 
mc indo ng no: Ning , and hoy Many more in pE ng nothirg 

© hauld ; 46 Erect a wo:';, in a little time, ſho:i1d we finde 1 
| Xs or he ol fo ofomr ifs bod how hard wil it be, the } 
L nyer we l;ve to : © out of thoſe Thorns and Bryers, and to diſ- Þ 
relifh the Jodlieſt tl ings of this life ; whichare no other then 
rags and f"ogmcto, yea, bur the periſhing crums and pittance of 


a ſhore P24 3/191 :2r, 9 way anſweravle to the © o!0rious and cnduel ; 
ring rewards of (1cr,7), 


A!l ak prem'{Þ.s veing conſidered (Co:rt. 0:78 Reader) s 


Concinued z my et not able to cſpoul? any ſujet poor Der= 


GRNENt,oOT Char Hh 2 thento d :cp!ume the World of all its thieviſh | 
Wavy, or at tat, to ndeayor, through the deſcription of its } 
uglineſs, to fright my cif, as well a5 oth. rs, from cmertaining | 
ſo formilall: and foul a Gif, And it it 5c true (as it is aſhrin'd f 
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| by ſome) thar angry men have grown ſober, by ſeeing their faces 
þ ia gla 5, how much advantage would it to be to men of all forts, 
| if throiigh the brittle glaſs ef this Worlds Panties, we did but fee 
| the great danger our ſouls are 1n throvgh a fond cz37accinent 
= EE _ | 
- For alas} How ſadis it to ſeck after happineſs, in broad and: 
} by-paths, where nothing bur miſery is to be found ?- and {through 
| the blindneſs of our minde) to hunt for pleaſure 'iv-the wrong =, 4 
| place, and to miſtake the objeff- from whom true comfort ſhould - ,, 1 
{| ariſe. No man ſure, can be more really wretched, then he that | 
| is weary of his Lfe, and no man is wearier of. his life , then he 
who 'courts thoſe - pleaſures which make him dead whileft he - | 
8 liverh, a —- 2 
The conſideration (I ſay) whereof, made me often {in that | 
« little tine 1 had to ſpend in this world} which will kowevet be. - 3 
E long enough to give us the earneſt of a joytul, or ſad Ftcraity} ro 1 
y debate with my ſelf, how 1 might improve my fickly hours, and 
« hoſe few ſands yet remaining in my g/aſs ; and how to order my 
| -3:d;tations ſo, as to make them moſt uſeful ro my ſelf and otherse 
And [ weighing the urgent neceſſity which lies upon us, To pajs 
I-the time of our ſojourning bere in fear, 1 Pet. 1, 17. and to defire 
God to teach us how to number our days, and that he will certifie 
us how long (or rather how little) we have to live] 1 could finde. 
| no_berter way, then by the impartial Anatomy of our own frail - 
| and wretched condition. — > 
| Tconfels ({o continuate a cauſe; and inſeparable an accident, ro 
z all men 1s miſery, and ſo much do we fix our eyes upon the deceit= _W 
8 £41 looks of temporal things, and (like fantaſtick flies) love rogad - 
Lin the [#nſh:ne of this world, as that it requires an expert Veſalius, | 
£0 deſc@ every mcember'of ſo rude a Microco/me. And ſo hard is # 
3 to invite .our runnagate thoughts ( ſadly diſtrated with the 
Worlds appearances, and catching ar the ſhadov inſtead' of the ſub= 
| Face) to betroth themſelves to a vertuous life, — 
{. Andyet however, it would even tire our ſouls in the ex2& de- 
ſcription of ſo various a ſubjeff, and I ſhould rather 2/ean, then 
[| githzr a full Harveſt, [ſo nearly doth it concern us to work our 
| our {a/vatzon (as with faich and hope, ſo) with fear and trembling x © 
| Co be 'continually- prepared for houxs of ſadneſs '; and all” the 
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To the Reaacr, 


p EY 
62s o& our life, to Wait Ul our change (hall come] it (03s 'K 
my -ndeayor to diaw alide, ani diſcloſe the decentul appes Þ "ip 
ot this worlds pictuie, to turn its infile, outward, and (by p " 
ing trom ji, the mak of [fa .ere, that y.zard of 10407, anc @ 
falſe face of profit, which oofcures ſo trightul a munſt 
it naked to its gan natural d. formty, "3 2" 
And ſure, he that looks tor happineſs amidft the vwintty of" * 
cr:ature, the glory of the 370 id, and the cnjoynients at the FP *4 
dorh but labor to gather Grapes trom Thoins, oc Figs from The 2s 
And did we but conſider (ochdes the fickneſs, and plunder, , 4d 
baniſhincne, and bonds, and feycral kince of Perſecurions, vl a6 
(ike heavy bu. then; ) here p. ove an «f fi. ow to us ) that thu? "Fs 
n:thment ot {/3 is a5 gicar & catlyzas the pleaſure of it;zand that in 
th: midſt of our ſeeming content, wear even pu d with that which 
thc woild calls a delight, and pleature 3 vic ſhould have cauſe © 
nough to lob, what now we fo much /ove. _ | 
And howeycr theſe things may ſcem incredible, and apt to pals ! 
not only lor paradoxes bur lics, with the men of this worid (who | 
through the corruption of their afteHions, and the obliquizy of their |} 
wills, arc no more ad!c to judge of true pleaſur's, then Feaverilh 1 
Pats can jidge of t.:/tes, or parblinde men diſcern co'ours) yer to 
thoſe of a mire clear and ſp: 1tu2! feſe, rhe motions of Heaven 3 
do no run the lets ſwitily to the ye ©! tg {0s . b-cauſc to the [ 
cv2 of the body they lem © Nand till. | 
O that lone alum tion Heaven, would but awake the memory * 
of thc, who (thro:gh admiring tute and wiyial objects ) forget | 
U1cir cer weitare | Thar the Sia of Rightcorſncſs would bur cll-;, 
 behren the #3; [{2ifing of thife, who ſtumble in the hidden baits? 
of the wo: )ds temptations ! Seeing it is one of the greateſt con=# 
falton which is deeply routed in the 1.te of man, that cvery thing 
_8tull of prizteng ; yer inſtcad o taking ir off, we augment ir,and? 
max< our {4/1915 volunmiary, where we otfer ſacrifice ro the worlds 
op:non, ine the S$-2;'s of Eziot, who light canglcs and burn in= 


_ 


conſe (OCifchli cy). 


| Wy, 


LO : : | | 
nafeemg high words make a man neither þo';, nor juſt, bura | 
re. cons "fe makes him dear umo G1, 1] have ſtidicd ro avoid 

curwvhity in the traming & theſe enſuing leaves, more then 1 con=. 


ciy'd mght ind tothe adyantaze and benefit of the Ketd ei; | 
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Tn He Reader: 


VE wherein 7 ſhould bur commit my own blemiſhes to the worlds 
ww; by lighting a t0:ch to ſeek our the $12 of Righteouſneſs, which 
with ſo many beams of his Power and Providence, daily ſhines 
tpn us. 
| _- This is that indeed which hath hug: invited my Pen, and I 
= How happy would ir be todiſcover tht @mcts from the true Stars | 
j of Light and Life, -and to make known the blackneſs, darkneſs, 
| - uglineſs of the Soul, and deformiry'of-#/n; never any man having 
; had good ſortunc, or any way proſperedin impiety ; Bur man only 
F -..can endeavor, more then which inay-not be done but by him a» 7 
|. lone; in whoſ hands are all mens hearts, who only is Come; 
- _ mander of a happy ſacceſs, and.is.often pleas'd (as to lodge Pearls 8 
Il within Cockles ſo) ſomerimes to beſtow his Treaſ#res of Heavenly 
l Knowledge uponthe meaneſt pe peri 05, whereby 1 ro counterecheck the 
}. - frailry of humaze wiſdom. . © _- 3 
Briefly, 1 have erideayored to moderate the ſtile ( aithour lets 3 
| . ring my Pez looſe. ro the empty Language of Complement or 4 
Le, Vanity, which I account benearh' my Subjef) which ſtrives to 3 
| render it {elf cafe to be underſtood, eyen to thoſe;a pprekenſions 3 
> which make no profefiion at all of Learning ; My only aim, be- 
--  3ngtoſpeak. as to be under Rood, and to ſtudy more for weight of 
Sentences, then ornaments of words, which tend little to my de- # 
fea; neither are Loadſtones ſufficient to attra& and draw up the 3 
Þ=>. Keader affections, and carry them tothe love of their Creator, - | 


| IN TRODUCTION. 


eat xs the ſlitade of the Soul in ber ſepoain | 
ET . fromthe many fair Enticements of this world, : 
the higheſt Fortunes whereof ( though full of | 


Honor and Riches )are but like Trees, often= 3 

A times th? more ready for the Ax, their own 4 

(. Þ weight making them apt fo fall bere, and DOT Cn 3 

after prove the mare unvappy fewel for eter= | 

aa Flames. C 

- Hence it ſeems was it, that thoſe Emperors J 
C 7 of Rowe bad attendance and followers , whoſe e buſineſs it was 10 Þ 
- moderate their exceſs of Pleaſures, T howgh ſurely, we need 10 # 

fic Remembrancers, were, we but tiuly ſen'ibie,that the joyful ſongs 1 

. of ou? innocent Mirth, are continually interrutted with Tears an. | 

!b zehs. And however Philoſophers , when. they condutt vertue to | 

_ Court, 07 would lead her into Princely Palaces nſually adorn her , | 
with all variety of Rich. Habits and Aceoutrements, which might Þ 
make her lovely in thz eyes of Ma jeſty ; yet when they fiuly Mora } 

liy, they fiad Vertue environed with Prickles and 'TOOIAS > ſcar G2 F 

to be ſaluted without danger. 3 

And if men would but make ſo much uſe of their natural Log! aA 

' as40 deteft thoſe Fallacics, which are 2 p08. their Reaſons nd 


T 16 [tr odnucl ; 2}ls 

ft, ', 2.:Monate Deſires of Profit, of Pleaſure, or Worldly Great- 
eſs. The) ſhoz'd not only be Chriſtians 42 thew,04 practiſe Holinets: 
bes ſhon!'d avi ſo oficn Prctenct Religion, and act Atheilm, and 
make It the Laquay :9ibÞtr Uilr Attections L Thi y Wottd a0t uſe 
fo m:nArguments to perſecuto their Neighbours tn (bz fear of God, 
aad o;jend him with ty. Sacrifice Wh they zended for an at- 
LUNcMent. 

It ;$ reonted of St, Auſtine, thu bs never read the defiruttion 
| of L:ov, but bc ſb:4 Years; and Scaliger fatth of himjclf , that 
| be ar poruſed ire death of SOCrates, vl be Pi. And Cai 
| man thin read bimlf ihe Microcolm of all 1fermities, and (the 
Soul only :cupted) of 4% Creatures the worſt, and nut giteve at 
L bis 63þ,1 90.00 hate, nl bis goul have tft ihe tacig'wic of is Boe 
þ Gy 23G £X01108 a sf ilitancy Eclow for a Manſion, 96 e glortors 1 
| Steaua > ind an reed of the miny Iroubics we Dire meet Wal , 
TY we ao; [ry with Rebekah, 1 amweary oft my lite, becauſe of 
E the daughticrs of Heth, Gen. 27.46. AMaywe at ſay, 18 (cgard 
P of the ns(13de of worldly Events, Few and cyil haye bcen the 
| xlayes of our Vilgrimage. Als | us not the moritelt portion of life 
| 3 bath Scxcs {| which 5s your ] bedewed with Years, and t c 
| Alon ers theieef (ullicd , and jlull fading 39 5; With much weeping and. 
t fre f] B21 ſ dl atl's : 

oo Al lumninc th as under which we !150ur, are found to be far leſs 
| 28 tz Pollcllion, the tity are fancied 23 07 hopes. Are at How 
| nours tics { Gioarnehs dingiions + Amirics ſerzacd + Delights fa- 
| tal > Uh tary mach mu of out liſe is Lav ſhdawiy\ Uhtbe Intii- 
L E40tes, 1..1,0195, windings, and tererucr{ctiors of deccitfial youth ! 
Qn th: w.ahkn: {s ag fi L114) of ar crept Otd-Ave ' th! rad at 
| en'y bl:{icth or tntent Joyes, but the laſt AE of our Lite us the 
' mat m'{trhie. 

| Scar ths ( Conrtcors Reader) That Chriftianity oa'y zs the 
Litcof th: Soil, ad Meditation the Lite of Chriltianity « aud 
ht hai cry Religious $0.1 afford:th God a lodging, yet be 0+ 
Wy thi imncdfratcth , conftriety with bum, and 0 090 bum eatcitaln= 
1! , 15.75 that which foilows 2107 us encourumement tow trds 0:87 
Deuce) Wartare, For ſurily, a6 St, Chriſuſtone ſaith, be can 
1 49:11 27 04 Earth fo b:{iowp is a foftion 01, wIo hith once {a= 
\Witrce of Celcitial (oiigy : But, Uo boy contemulible athias is 
I RI, 
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En, | k 
T.he: Introanfl tion. 

man ,- Except be” razſe himſelf above humane contentment, .  -- 

. wehave here but alittle time to ſpend , in which the Soul s 48d 
Body are ſo chaind togtther , as that the weakneſs of the One muſk 
aecds communicate iafirmity 10 the other. And may not Chriſt fy 
jo 25, as he once did to his ſleepy Diſciples , Could ye not watch.. 
with me one hour 2 yea, 'the uncertainty of Life, and weak incon= <> 

ſtant Eſtate of 0u7 health ſhuuld work in us a continual warchfulneſs IJ 
and expeation of our change; there being ao bettey Armour againſs © 
the darts of death and Satan, then to be buſicd in Gods ſervice, ut= # 
ther is there any good can bring us pleaſure, except that. agazaſt whoſe - 
loſs we are prepared, Ce _— 

Andetreat is the ſatisfatbion we ordinarily receive in commerce with 2? 
Godin our atiions,in onr g00d conver ſations,and pure amities,! Ihe 0! 2 
 ſtimation which proceedeth from vertie, in the contemplation of nature,  } 
wherein we ſhall find the God thereof, but. eſpecially in the laſs 3 
 Maximes and Vertties of Religion and Holineſs : only let it be fat; 

\ from us t6. come into the picſence of an All-ſeeing God with dark=" 
 . . ned conſciences, making our devotion a meer diſguiſe, and ſo- we | 
2 become the Fowler for pretending to be waſhed, - £5 3 


% 


E weave indeed at this preſent many ſpiritual Books: which echo* * 
E- 07e an0ther.: our ages as fruitful in words , as barren in works : the 
= moſt part of our Wit evafourating by Pen or Tongue , enclining ts: * 
MY, peap much ,but do nothing. However in matters of Devotion, is ' 
-- ſogreat a penuary of Arts ſhould we not be wantiag in addreſſes to \ 
God, who ( being able to make us rich in Poverty', and frame our- 
 - projperity to Devotion ) can in his own duc time reduce our wildons © 
Eto Praftiſe. - - PE Oy rn "= 
E. A thouſand to 
I but you can nev 


ngues may diſcourſe unto you the ſweetneſs of Hon oY 
er have ſuch knowledge of it , as by taſt.; and a+ 
'2 World fill of books may tell Jou wonders of the ſcience of God, but © 


© Jou can never underſtand it exatily, but by the taſt of a holy ex 
-  Periency. el = | "i 
. LJIt was the ſaying of one, that be had rather have the feeling that” 

a ſimple-Soul hath with God, then all the definition of Philoſophers. . 

"i ud hence Ft 25, that anotner calleth 011 » wha arrived to this d egree'y: 
Ln a little deity converfing in a mortal fleſh.” 
eJeQv £V Capris Tept- Andiruly, as good Orators endeavoured to; 
FASIT& Clem Alex. be like Demeſthenes, ſo our whole extav= 
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ene In this life , ſhow d be, to brget in our ſelves a reſemblance tg 
Gad, 46 b: ag that 02'y, Wren Dies at! 0187 happineſs and peiſetÞon. 

Being therefore fallen into an Age , WINCH 7CQatres T ather Pte; ns 
then Precep! s, an wh. too man hive deprived thcimſlues of 
the bberty of Heaven, by ſerving the E wth, 1 jead th:; Treatiſe 
abroad , as 4 COMnal 67 of thoſe who bave withdraws themſelves 
from the p: eſeat evil G: "4:7ation , to confirm thr Solitude, 424 
[0 make th: 1:0!d neceſluy 3 their s caf.uat Yo!acc I and do 
Leh: ; but eſp? cially ro thoſe, who ue this wild, as if they uf-4 
Ty m_ . 4311 4 Gntifcd retire . bt abo thcmſcluas to the num- 
bring of their dayes, and appiying their hcarts unto Wiſdom. 

4s Stw's, which h1v2 eaſt Cc iC4:t, are noareft th: Pole, ſo men 
0 ae leaſt peroloxid with buſteſs; me common'y noarclt to Gol, 
The Chriſtians mn the Prmittye times mid H<rm:tages af the #7 
Farms, to /ou14 2 Retriat from worldly buyfracſs, and to prepare far 
thur tyms of Ref. But teu many 407 ayes m he ther havitt- 
tions Temp! 5s of Baai-pcor, where ao God 13 wa-ſhipped bu! Pride, 
Luxury, al ta: 1leanteſs, 10 Books or dint” 'y read, but ſuch as too 
much ſavor of Vauty anl Impurcac{s £ and leaſt of all umpart man 
an4 ins [a1 condition to Ixm/ilf; no diſcosrſ} but of garbs,c oths,looks, 
condit 045, cuſtom:s, pls tony, 0.006 ng, for uh Jejting an dctrabtio ; 
To: Authors wo:reof arc moe to ve feared then a Feaver , Yea 
mare inte&ious , face tending woolly to difſoluten?ſs, = no way 
fealing 01467 feet '!n:0 ſuch ; paths, woereby wc m.ity ſpend our tim? In 
mt 2:01 f tha celeſtial militia which js al ayes emprayed in 
prafing God. 

I: was tye {ryiag of Culumella, that a Country lite was Cozen 
germane to wiſdom. And inderd, what are ereat Cities I( ſetting 
a fide th: comfort of Churches , Leaining, Arts , aad Traffick ) but 
- great priſons : ? Mn. buns tl: y lth} b- ids in acaes, crowd;ne aud 
RAIL On 147% hzT : in 0 frequen: and infe ious FOSDIT [0h te 
| 8794ble of baſrneſy, thi -44it5 of tathions, the UN. Tuwityof viſits, 
ant th: a0 iſh Tyr 1n1y of com! fem nts ba'ſ the time of 017 iſe fic. ls 
| away; wh:''eas in the Co 'ntry, all the Creatures of Gol , ſpcak 
| to us face to face tn tell us the wanders of the Creator ; Tas Heaven, 
| Air, Exrth , ard it'aters ( which Cities ſnatch from us ) are reſtored 
4 with ge welt ltbeyty. 
| Be jaes (3 St, Hiciom [ith YTh: pro'e Ji07 of Chriſtianity i 15 70! 

a 


The Introauthun. 2 
W a profeſſion , ice, delicate, and lafie ; a true Chriſtian every day 
M beareth bis Crofle , and renounceth himſelf. Hier. in Epi. ad Aglaf, 
MM we are born.in the world , enuch rather for Sorrows , then Joys. Pleae 
i ſores ( which acco(t #5 ) Flay not long, with ws. They have wings to 
IM forſake 15,yea our own felicities diſpieaſe us. 4nd to ſay truly,theſweets 
W ef things in the world , are bit like flowers, freſh ozly for leſs then @ 
& day,being given to us for auſe as ſhort, as the ſenſe thereof is feeble, 
Wi . Behold the bonds of humane bappineſs | And happy are they(who not © 
Im [tving according; to the opinion of the favorites of the world , nor any 
W249 mnctted by the Ambitious thereof )h1ve met the golden mean,aug = 
b& ſequeſtred themſelves from all the diſturbances of care , and Vexation, 
Ik ſeeing , as there needeth not but one moment to pull down that neſt. 
| which a Bird hath built with tame , and pains, ſo there needs but. 
- one misfortune zo d:ſſepate all our hopes , to exchange our ſeeming gold 
znto braſs : and turn all our liberty into bandage. Rejoyce not then to8 + 
mich, at vain, and mutablethings , neither fix your thoughts , ont 
things, as hard to atcheive , as eaſy to be loſt, tnloſe your ſelf what 
| yo. may, from ſenſe, and flie into the the Region of Angels to ftad con- 
k. teatment and remember your retreat, in the midſt of the pops , aud 
= vanities of the world, ST 
FE The confederation whereof hath made divers Kings , and Princes, 
E (who could not-be merry but by ſtealing themſelves from themſclues, 
t and; forfaking the Enfignes of their greatneſs , and dignity ) to di= + 
 (ſcend4o the converſation ef more Inferiour conditions. Azad truly , = 
| there-can be no better ſpeEacle ( then in the midſt of ſo many trem- 
| olng feats , eager deſires ,* flattering hopes, and ambiguozs expetia= 
L \2207s ) to ſte a man muſter over himſelf ; to walk according to the 
& evels of God , as the hours by the degrees of the Sun , to preferte © 
=. 602/Cerce before Riches,wvertue above honour, Heavei byond earth g = 
and not\ like ſtaſeleſs, and worldly ſpirits J to diſturb himſelf , and 
Es own plea] ures, by becoming the conqueſt of a Chymera of honour, or © 
of _—_ peeaſeng vanity, which keeps us in a continual famine , Of 
-  ſeruitude, þ 


Iwell know this Treatiſe | inthe midſt of warietics of tempers. 
which 21.35 (ike 80 meet with | will ſound barſheſt with thoſe , whs 
| delight to ſulley their Souls with earthly negotiations, and th: groſs 
 Aﬀeitions of the body, The ſubjeft of maortification, and a ſequeſter- 


— E8ife , making bit its Harmony in the ears of carnal worldlines, 
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wh167 add cd to th. fa'ſe pleaſ, ure of an Epecurian lfc 5 an e jtecms- 
;ng 4 {anCtiticd retire, from the tInnrdingue ateadence 072 a1igid cen - 
forious,a1d mnho au th'e world (nay that holy calling, for which who 
iS fit 2? ] 6 lazineſs of fe , without ſome other employment. 

Put as for thoſe why an maeſt other new ways of thetr imp!o:cs De 

votion , have ſo far made a Politick Robr of Religion , 4s to put it 
off', and 64 , a5 makos ma{t for their worl-['y deſigns, an occaſions, 
a4 who [ accoun:48 Devarion to be Superſtition , a2d Charity to 
be Popery ] wa! not Scruple ( through theer fine ſpun Rhetorick 
al detraltion ) to aifi-m honeſty to be foity , ye 10 aſperce Ho)y= 
neſs it ſelf , #34r the Ch.aratter of down right impicty , I ſhall onty 
returas them the anfrwcr of aScholer , wnom 4 clown(h worldling 
cenſured of Idlencſs, v7, Vhar he was never Ildic but when he 
was in his Company. Tye wor!ds buſiacſje ( without dot ( being 
tne ſou's dleneſs. 

Now beczuſe worldlineſs [ toe mo?t mnſeauttag, and ſpread: ne fin 
 amantſt many crimes an4 impicties , which aaj!y float oa the face of 
this Age } ts accounted but alinl leas, and no way furthering the 
L Ship=wrac!: * the Soul ( Though fir th: more dangerous in veſpett of 
35 Unſenfilenceſs, for bug willinr to awn that name, or come naar 
the Character of a Covetois maa,) Becauſe the Ambitious man y | 
whos corruo! i þ's underſtinling , and thererefare looketh after hap= ? 
 . pin:{ſe,am:dil the vanity of the Creaturc,the glory of the world , and © 
the enjoyments of the fl, (h lakes a gredt dra” of p.URS to gather grapes 4 
from a Thorn, and Figs from a Toi(t'e, Marrh.7.16. Since the vow 

Jupmuous man , th;ougn the b!indn:ſ5, and error of his v'cious mind, 
thinks to reap thoſe p'eaſures from vice, which Spring only from vertue,  \ 
And laſtly , ſeeing it ſecms a Paradox to the Epicure, to be pained | 
even with that, wizich th: world calls pleaſure, and that (2venthen) 
we are the ſervants and ſl.zv:s of Sin, 1 bave uſed the beſt of my en= 2 
®. deavours, ts take off the dr ceit; honing of (ome advantage thereby to the ©? 
Reader, A414 tha our Souls, b:tng inttgethned,and our wills reformed, © 
we may at laſt vecom? the Sons,and ſeruants of God, Rom.6.17,29, * 


God, 
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3 _ God, our chicſell Good. 


T- is an eſpecial Teftimony of our. I 

F-/:  frailty, that We cannot ſettle our 

IN} contentmenc on any oze thing; * * 

andthat ic 1s beyond our imagina- - .;} 

_ tion and defire,to chooſe what we +} 

Y want, and find out our Chiefeſs | 

Fa. Good ; ' the World, and all things |} 

Forein being: like an over: -ſhadowed Picture , incer- } 

| ſhining with infinire varieries of falſe Lights ro ho | 
| erciſe c our conjectures. L_ 

+ Andas true 1s1t, ( fince the humo rs of men i lot £11 

£ "inan Eternal chanve , and dwell ina continued ia- .- . 

'ſtability): that every one hath ſo ſtrong an Opinion of - 

* his own worth, as tobe {till fancying new felicities , . 

yea, It hath been | the Epidernical an] Tag Dif- — 

. gale. (a  dadly... 


[D-ceprien of of che S Senſe fe for the Ali of the Oh att "2 
F Many go0d things in'themſelves being, very. diſcer- PO 
2 ”nable, .which yet ( by realon of our frailty) we are. * 1 
| Hor able ro apprehend. ——— 

_ How tedious and = do we = = GEES 'I 

"Diſpures of thoſe P;iloſophers and Schollers, [thoſe + | 
| Super-intendents of Wit pup Learnin? ] whom the 

> world accounted as rhe Darlizos of Nature, cont | 

. cating _ chicfeſt happineſs « ok cls Acrocoſ, 2 Ee { 
Fares Þ an 
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and \ictle world of man ! How uncertain were the 
e:'s of Goodneſs, Ever learning, (aith the bleti:d 
Apolile , an! never commy to the krowleag e 4 :he 
Truth \ Some thought,that it coniilledin Flcaſvre ; 
ſome in Ho..o:rrs ; others in Riches, Fe, Bu, O 
the {tranze ignorance of thole, ( both in pu and 
Prccepr) rouching /ertwue and 1c: © final Happinels, 
and the {tate of our Soul 'afcer ris life) who, Rom, 
1.2 ©. Profeſſi-g th:mſ-lves wiſcohec ame fools; though 
o:h.nvie excelling in 21; humane jearning, 

Bur no vwonde;, ince 11s one. of the oreateſt 
cCOniuinns, Wa'ch 1s dectly rooted in the lite of 
Man ta: every rang 18full o; Paining, ind 10- 
ftead of v1; lng 1: off wicha 'prnge, we toment It, 
and make Our //z :0-:5 voiuntary - wozreby We offer | 
Sacr:fice to th: wnlds Op.aon ; and (like ae Sa-} 
ves of Eryp' ) h:It Candles , and burn Incenſe 
to Cracodiles, Neither is it ttranze, ( fince delu-? 
{1c -uts {vch falle Spettacl S UPON OUC Eyes 3 making ; 
our fuv/rs ſeem wertues 5 and our vertues, crimes ) 
if thys we adore painted Coals, or A(tes covered | 
with $z2w ; if we preter V anity before Truth , and 
pretent facing Ov7e'fs to out rhoxphts , without adel 
din” ſome heavenly vigour to help our Judcement.. | 

The blin.\cd Fewes loſt their faith, by following 
A "Purasccs. There 18 n0 attaining ot Heaven by* 
Cliputin. N71citres 4, neither 2ny ſh ter way to our! 
R1:wey then by atcriburing that ro an outward Splens | 
dor, vinich is proverly duc to Verize ; wherein, we 
do butadore the world » and nevle& God, after 
whom, ought to be our greareſt enquiry, I 

And it mult necds be our puniſhment, as well as. 

our* 


J God, o#r chifeſt Cood, "" "Fo 
! our //», to havean infinice Thick after ſuch ſmall | 
% Rrvulets as cannot quench it, Nothing leſs then 
\ a bottomleſs Occas 1s able to fattsfie the Soul of 
! man; and ſhould therefore expe& ſaitsfaction trom 
nothing elfc but his Creator. God :iilone 1s the O- 
cean of Blits and Glory ; whom the only mzature 
in defiring, 1s to defire witbout meaſure ; withour 
him we may be craving Eternally; yer Eternally 
atſcontented ; evcry inordinate, 1:revular and un- 
retormed defire, will be {till putting us on {10s 
wheel; to which(being ever turning the Poers falun 
him ro be condemned. 
Alas then | That we ſhould . o contra our de/ires 
Lo tne begvarly Elements of the world! Shall our vi- 
tiated eAppetites be as boundlets to the C rearrre, as 
they ought to have been towards God alone? Or 


 ſhallwe not much rather ſhut up the doors of our 

| ſenſual D-/7ghrs, forſake all earthly things, and 12- 

bour to pleaſe him ? Thoſe Ears only bcin; bleſſed 

| that receive the ſound of his 4124ze voice, anti liftten 
not to the whiſperines of the wer/d, 


, 


L—_ q 


' Place thy affefiozs where thou wilt,and thou ſhalt 
| findin all of them ſo little entercainmest as that the 
| vaniry of the poſſeſ/toz , will ſoon reprove the vio- 
* lence of thy apzetire, Should natureand fortune both 

ſpread their laps before thee, all would prove no bzt- 
ter. then the thirſt of one that is Feveriſh or Hy- 
drepich. What we think would leflen the pain, will 

but unhappily ſerve to encreaſe our [09 7709. 
We may fill our fomack, but nor fulfill our Ap- 
petite 3 and ſooner drown the az, then quench the 
thirff, Ler Al:xander ſerve as an inſtance hereot , 
BR 2 -. .coafthok 
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whoſe very vittor;es were uncaſie to him ; and when 
fortune had inade him drunk with:ſo many draughts 
of Proſperity, and poured into him all the Luxury 
one world mizht afford , and that he had no man to 
emulate, he childiſhly wepr, thathe had no mote 
to conquer. 

So trueis that ſayin2, Deſire hath no Reff, but 1s 
endleſs, infinice, and a perpecual Rack in it ſelf; | 
our Appetite being like the: twiſt of a cord, ever. 
twvininy about our heart, inſomuch as We may well 
ſay, ( ſuch is the narure of man, ſuch bis-tirevular 
and wandring imperfeRions, never ſatisfied , nor 
contented With his condition ) that (berween violent 

e Paſſions and 1rklome Accidents) how 
aq *: op ® far arc out hopes from that happineſs 

©. we thonvh:! here to enjoy ! ; 

O then that we c:uld ofren contemplate, and con- ? 
fider the foyes of a better world ! rhat when they 
have filled our Dehres, | which are the fails of rhe 

Sou! | ve mighconly ſteer chither, and never more 
 Jookback on this Weather-beaten Ark 1 For never 
willic be happy wub us, until we forſake the out= ; 
ward Pomps of the world, and embrace the irit | 
rules of Religion, And (finceall that we ſhall take 1 
ence With vs, 1s the pretious ſubſtance of our Faith 
and picry ) how happy will it bzwith us, if we can = 
make all our ter flis eve place unto Gods, and 
nor defite co be happy in the leaſt diſadvantage 
of his Glory | ALES 

Did we bur throughly conſider, that the good1:eſt 
thin of this life are bur rags and Fragments ; and 
The c:ums,and petiſhins picttance of aſhore Pi/gr:- 

maſs 


God, or chiefeſt Good. v1 
| . wage , no Way anſwerable to the glorious and endu- 4} 
1 B—; Sonar of Eternity , we would more lirive . 
1 | and ſtudy to leave the world, before It leaves us ; tO | 
_ livein It, as If we ywere tags rOIC; to forſake our 
&oer; before nature deny us abiliry to committhem , | 
left ar laſt ( by Sympathy, and a too much endear- | 
| ing of them 10 our afcRions ) we weep at parting ; * 
| and briefly, we would fix all the thoughts and Powers 
| 'of our minds upon God, and the world to come , 
and not too much ſully our Sopls with earthly affairs, 4 
- and the groſs affeftions of the body ; whereby we 
| {ſhall appear like longing woen, or Children thar F 
| laborwith ſtrange Appetites and depraved flomacks; : 
|. rejeRing healthfull Y;ands, to eat Lime, Charcoal - 
| "and 4 ſhes, and affeRing raw and ab\urd compofiti- * 
| _ ons, Inflead of better and more wholeſome Commons, 
|  Befides, The greateſt Pleaſures and Senſualicies | 
 -which a (arra/ man can think of, if they cn 1 | 
 Hbimiwith their ſweetneſs > they will alſo dffend him 
| withthe'r ſatiety. And with what a contrariety of _ 
| . hot and cold Fits we are continvally vexed | How : 
ſopn we /rath that, which even now we lewd; a | 
- ſhort ſurvey of our T rao ical life will ſufficiently ma- 3 
En feſt. Sick we are of defire, bat more fick of en- : 
F qoyment, | if the beſt of what we here ſeem to poſ- 2 
eſs, may be termed ſo, —_ 
E For i we caſt up our accorn's, 2nd but con- . 
fider, upon how many R-cks, aud with how many 
©T enters Our poor Soul Is diftrafied, ind drawn aſun- : 
der; what with eager deſires, and ambriions expe- * 
'Rations ; what with trembling g fears, and flattering 
fer with detraQting Rumore, and fnrious Feclou- ; 
Þ : | - (6:3. 
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es ; we ſhall foont.od, how little Truce we have 
with 2 1;cry. Andold we calt tp our weariſome 
aayesy, An F Our tNOiC TCAILOUS nights; the {Wcatings 
of ous L.boitrsg ant Ne eÞ! r-nenſons of Our warts 3 
tha envy of our /.f24075, and CONtemprt of thoſe 
ebwve ui; how toon {iMuid we ſec the emprize's of our 
broken Cijferne , and that (like Frantick Bealams) 
we e: DIacca Diſeaſe ni ead of the Kemedy ; What 
L714 have v7cthen in thts world 2 Or what 1s the 
ercatelt comfort, that ail chin2s under heaven Go 
yield unto us * Is it not in the Almighty , whoſe 
eHMercits are with number ? Where hath it been 
well with us, without him 2 Or how canic be :// with 
us, Fhen he 1s preſent ? I had rather ſaith one ) 
be a Pilo r:111e here on earl with him 5 then to pol- 
ſcis He. ver without him, And certainly, where he 
is, there is Heaven; but death and Hell, where he 1s 
not; ſince all chin: 2's, Which ſecm to he ordained 
for clt and ſolace of man, arc nothing , neicher 
b:ing the lealt comfort, where God 15 wanting, 

O blziled then are they, which delight to attend 
is ſervice , and calt from them all che fetters and 
1N1pec!ments of this world ! For what will the Crea- 
tr:s avail, it Wz be foriaken of our Creator ? What F 
w: 11 Wioker Prove, but CeCelving Szares 5 What will 

 H:nowuurs 3 2 PPear Wy brupbles of Vanity: * As the world © 
frowns or :miles,we ebbc and flow with urs favours : 
It bet preferment 5 have Eaoles wings, and quickly 
fly from us ; all its plcaſurcs are but like &#bbles of 
SOaP ;, fur to be hold, but ſoon b/»wa out ; and all 


40S > but like Chriſtal glals ; the MOoTIe ic ſhines, | 
tne ſooner broker, | 
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Will the worlds indo pg thaw ſeem defc ore 


| med, and ( like rhe WT) prodigious without the. 
| beams of a ſanttified ule p ſer he Vanty ano H wie ere 
v taiuty chereof reach us . that Nothin 18 here ro be- 
F loved or cheriſheo, but his G 004%; JAR who ive [35 all. 
{ our pleaſures'in gall, to wen us F: -om irs love, and” 


reduce us'to hn: ſelf. 1s all here but 4eceprion and 


{ ſorrow, and the ſore travel of the ſons of men ; no- 
|- thing elſe but a meer. claſh] ng on inknite ihadowes 2 
|. Are ſt humaye- things tound bo n= ta leſs 1 Tae p0ſ 


ſeſſion, then they are fancied 1n the ex/opn.cur? O. 


| that our cyes ſhould be thus dezied wich the falſe 
| | Lights thereof, ang | QQrkNEe 24 with {© many 71 'F znd 
" vapors of our own Apperites and, P:ſlions,, as That 
|- we cannot ſee the (799.'5of Heaven 


Had we eyes well opened, we (] hould find TE bel : 


of our Del:ghts here but paioted chains, drawin: af 
E ter then 4 moſt certain (4 r79w , bat uncertain con- 
 tentment, How:contemprible a thing then is may , 
- except he- raiſe himſelf above humane thizs: ! How 
| '{ad and wretched will be che dayes of has P; [ori 
v mage, where the joyfullett S075 of nn0cent mirth I 
ſhall Rill be interrupred with che mixtures of ff ghs' 3 
J F | and Tears\ 


Irs high time then to change Maſters; to leave the +1 
E world which impolyes' us in ſo much dr udoery and 7 
E hanip; ſet us no longer imbark cur ſelves in ſo 
 dan-erous a Sea , being. full of Rocks When we ate } 
_ failing, and inhoſp: ralit ty, when we are landed. The } 
tofs of God, 1s rhe death of 'the Sol; 3s he lols 3 
- of the Soul, is the dezth of the body. In all our Ne- * q 
gotiations chen wich this Arch Cheat , (the World) 7 

| v4 my .. Kt 


F 8 God, our chiefeft Good). , 
" lerusband at 4 difiance, and keep our aff «trons | 
for Him, who is to be loved with all ur beart', ſoul 
and (irenzth. O what madneſs, what tolly 1s1rto 
crope after happ.neſs in the allurements of che fleſh, 
and the vile entertainments of the world ! 
The $-u/ of the wiſe man ( as b:ing no wayes | 
benivated with ſuch thick darkneſs) timely trees her 
ſelf trom the ditturbed paſſions, and dutrated Os- | 
jets of the world, She caſts off rne deleEtarion of } 
the fleÞ, that ſhe may the beccer be acquainted with 
God,before the night of death aflaulcs her; (he ne- | 
ol:&s the cr:e5 and temprations of the fleſh, and 1s | 
at:entive cnly to the varce of God ; ſuppoſing, that | 
it ſhe cannocſee the Sun by the clareſt h1yhr it gives | 
her , ſhe ſhall be leſs able co ſee it by borrowing the | 
light of a (ily candle, 2. 
The worid will leave, and all things forſake vs, | 
God only, as our happy portion,will remain with us : ? 
and ſhall we exchanve Heaven for Eaith , 2old for 
_ Croſs ? Shall weſell this Pearl for a Pibbl-: ? Shall 
We part With this Jewel for all that the world en- | 
joyes ? O ler us nor with Adam, prefer the |} 
the forbidden fruit before Paradiſe | So long as | 
chou haſt this flower of the (rows , thou maylſt } 
ſay with ?:c6b , Thou haſt enouch ; He is the way 1 
to h:ppinz(s: and if thus we /ive on carth , We } 


awell In Heaven ; Nay, in H eaves 1t ſelf, and God 
dwells in us. 
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li 7h at God is to ts F abal + On, as vhs Abt, Rule ) ? 
 --) - 4 all our Actions, 


S iris mans chiefef w:ifdome to find out his Se- 
 wverargn Good ,, ſo ouehr it to be” his care, 
I (chrough the whole courſe of his life) to order and 
! frame all his A#:0n5 and endeavours thereunto. No 
| Creaturg:can latisfie our de/ire, becauſe no Creature 
| Is perfealy good, all 200d in the Creature being buc 
" the. [mage of that perfe good, . Which 1s in Ged'; Y 
| and ſhall w- forfake the fountain, and follow the ""N 
7 mh > Though Currents of gold, and heaps of bleſ- . © 
_ ings diſtil'd hourly upon us, what Would they avail 
us} unleſs we raiſe our ſoul,and dire all out endea- : 
.vours towards hm, -withour Whom ( amongſt all 
| Tam things) we can find out nothing to content” : 
, Bs by reaſon of their ;nconſtancy and frailty. =q 
Confeſt it 15 on all hands, that he <4 will _ 
make bimſelf happy (Which we all naturally defire ) - 
* Mult firſt find out, and. propoſe to himſelf an e-! 
_ which} 1s truly g 201 : otherwiſe, like a Ship, without. - 
ia Pilot, aiming at nn harboxr, weare like to make 


* bur an 1ll voyage in the troubleſome Sea of this 


"world, But alas ! ſuch is the corruption of our »a- * 


Z  ture,. that it makesevery thinz ſeem good unto us, 
S6H fal ſly ſoapprehended: "And amoneſt che1n- 
X finite chanoes of things, ſeeminoly perfedt , bow 
hard isit co find out rhe one thin; which. is 7- -ally 
. ſo! though, if we examine all chin? 2S in their weichr 
_ -and worth , we (hall eaſily mect in one Truth,even _ 
Foc center in hins who only Is able to free us from 
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10 _ Cod i; to be the Author, Rule 


miicry, ( without which our happineſs cannot be if 
co:npleat ) ana to give vs 4 Uue , pericct and , 
Ia: ung poiſejſ? Oi y Wi. Kot Ng interruption Or fcar i | 
of Clo, | 
And ha we but one ſpark of Heavenly L:ohr,how 
a{ily ihould we dilcern, that all earrÞly things mY [ 

If of frulty? How then would we ieck Our ſeives | 
in nothing? How ittle would we love any private ; 
@0d ? And how !luc wonld we rcjoyce 1 our i 
[clves, but wuh =bove all t l11ngs, To exo; Go? > li 
From h:m it 18, that we have Our life, bcing and 
- moving 3 why ſhould we not then bc ever languithe |} 
ine? \Why ſhould we not beever lookin? ro: wards | | 
him ? wi only can hinder our eycs from being |} 
dazled witht he falſe lights of this world, and 
ſweeren the ſadn'ſs of our Pilg:image withthe con» | 
retnplation of his Beauties, _ ; 
And did we but preſenc unto our Souls the bleſſed ? 
condition tO Come, how cficual would it be to raiſe | 
Our thoughts from the fading bloſſoms and pe'iſhing 
pleaſures of this tranſitory world * How Would it 
comfort us In all conditions wharſocver 2 What will 
he think of the croſſes, loſſes and reproaches of the | 
| world, chat thinks of a heavenly k1agdome; 0: what 
| what ſhall he care for ill ulage 1n his journey, that I 
* knows hes a Kizg at home s b 

Our 1nten110%5 therefore ſhould be wholly direQ- 
ed unto God, as our ex: -mple ro our Nerwwghbour., He 
15 a ſure Al a5ter,chat willrecompence us. Its ve- 
ry n*cclary , that we chace away all ſtrange 1dels 
[ which are our /ins and paſſions] before we reccave 
ihe God of 1) rarl ; for whatſoever is ſourhr be- 


ſides 
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and End of all 0: our r Aftions, Ss IT 


Wes him may ſo imploy out mind,. asto be ever 
ſecond, bur never ſatished ; neither can any thing 
ive us true content., but char, which joyneth God 
and the ſoul as friends rovether ; which will other- 
h wiſe hover like the induſtrious Fre, from one flow- 
| 4 co another , to get mote ſweetneſs, PO 
- Secing then that God1s the Center wherein all our 
Attions Thould terminate; ſeeing ( conſidered in 
himiſelt ). he1sa Czrcle firlt ,and la(t, and alrogerher 3 
K( yer in his »07kingupon us, he is a dire line, and L 
4 Yieaderh us from our beginning , through all our Ways, 
ro our exd)' what manner of men ought we to be? 
{ How ought we to dive into, the conic eration of his ' 
- colt ? Earth is the C eriter/Of our boy, Heaven ©: 
'of..our Soul ; unhappy the ove in falling before itbe 
| puſhed ; and no leſs miſerable the other, in not g0- 
[1 iny 5 up befor e it be p/ icd,: 
4 1 $1t not KS T6 then to ſeek after Riches, and re- 
| | poſe any truſt in them? Is ir not vaz1ty to gape af= _ 
| cer -honours,and to climb high in the world? Isit not © 
| folly: ro follow. the epperite of the fleſh » for which af- 
| terwatds we may ſuffet purzsſhment ? Is it not: weak _ 
| neſs to w:th to Ive. long ; and to be careleſs, how to 
ELvewell? Isitnot brutiſh to mind only this preſent 
life > and" not forc-ſce thoſe things which are to |} 
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© 
"come? Itbeing the higheſt wiſdome ( by contempt 


| of the world) ro rend rowards the Kingdome of 1 
| Heaven ,.. where Eternal Jojes are permanent ; 
and not to ſer. our love on that which ſpecdily paſ- 
 eth away. 
..- Butalas! How fad Is It to behold many , who 
\ make It the whole bulineſle, and devotion of their 

| Souls, 


& I2  Godis to be the Autbor, Rule, | 
ſouls, to ſacrifice to their b9./1es , and whoſe ſubli-ly 
mett meditations, do fly no h'gher then to eat, drink 
and with what faſhioa to be cloathed ? How littlelh 
do they make God the Rule, and end of all cheir'y 
eA lions, who think their preczous xe a burthenlh 
too heavy for them to bcar? what need ell: havely 
they to ſeek ſupport , and ſuccour, trom the reek-'q 
ins Ta:ern, the (wearing P/az-wonſe , the T/ eatert| 
of An b.iion, and Graves of Luſt ? yea how exif 
tream'y are they to be pittied , who are ever /ichof!} 
ea e an} ſoftneſs , whoipend the morning in vanity, |! 
the Noon in faſting , and allthe reſt of their hour}! 
in /l:ep and ſurfeit! = 
O The Anxicty of their ſpirits , which are weary 
of every day , or hour, wherein they reap nor the 
fruit of pleaſure, rhe fruit of profit, or the fruit off 
ſin ; Thouch St. Pau! mizhi well aske them the ques 
ſon, wha fruit bat you in thoſe things whereof ye! 
arc now aſhamed ? ſeeing by not beipz able to & 
ffingniſh between appearances , and thinos, th 
loſe che bedy of pleaſure, [ which is vertwe; ] and | 
catch but the # adow | which 1s wice, ] 4 vitious ſoul, | 
being like a ſick-3%5 appetitez to throw down vi-4 
& FCQiuals 1gnot to ſtay bis lomach,, but to oppreſs it ;*t0! 
> fruff bi; body, not to [atisfie his hunver, ; 
j In our abſence from God; what trag'ing P:lgrims 3 
are we here ? without hige ; we ſhall 2roW weary of 
our beſt enjoym:nts, we ſhall be ever myrmuring * 
(like the [ſrazltes ) and our ſw-erett Aa will 
nor pleaſe us ; and ſhall our pure and immortal ſoul 
then, be tyed ro this putrid , and waſting Carkcaſs? 
fall we ( with Jonatha» ) endanger our /ife for a 
15am, 
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of y- "s all oy s MH. "2 i 
[154 HH; 3 Thoney-comb?or can we ſee any thing under 
[hes #n, more then what is vain , or unprofitable k 
land not worthy to take up our rhough:s ? — 
| The firſt Fep which we tread to our own diftru- . 
E&ion is (With C azz, ) ro depirt from God ; forhow 
{can we fotſake Our chiefelt light , but we muſt need "7" 

fail into an Ecclips ot R-aſon , and profound aark= A. 
Yeſſe + ? whereas the more we talt h:» , the morewe 

ſhall incline to do him honour , and the more we — + 

Ihill love him. All thit is here below , ſinks by irs - 
I proper weight , and leanes iownwards rowards nas _ | 
| curall corruption yea our ſpirits (though mmortal) -— 
would follow the weizhr of our bodies, if it were ſup- 
not ported with the knowledge of God; Without whom, 

I whoſoever b«i/7s, doth but demoliſh ; and whoſoever 
_thinks to make any great :ncreaſe , without his aſh- 
Prance, » ſhall find nothing but ſterility. 

_ Neither can there be any ſhorter way to our own 
| rune, then to adore the world, and negle& God ; 
[to undertake any thing without calling him as 2 Þree © 

| dent to our (onncil; and wherein , we do but pre= | 
( ferre vanity before the Truth ; that which ſhines 1n 
[Our eyes like a D:amend , being but a contempruible 
{orm ifhis ballance; and char which we value as & 
pF arre, , he judeeth no other then a Cole. ” 
| Socrates (thou? ha Heathen, whoſe ſublimeft 2a- 

Þ iedrions could never truly reach Heaven ) thoughr 

[| they went \n a by-path ſepararcd from the gods, who. 

{ while they lived in their 6odes , imitated not. che 

| life of theirgo/s , ſuppoſing no glory could be wan... 

| ting tothem , in "regard of their integriry. Shall a 
| Pagan haveſuch a divine concelt , and ", br F 

bc: > | F ba : 


EN, 
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| 14 God 5s to be the Author, Rule, &c:; 
( hriſt1ans embrace the like 0 pinion, and (in r@e | 
(pe of the prec:our light we enjoy) expreſs a vreats] 
er /ar(tity towards the true Go'? Is 15 not a tirange 
thin? , Go; ſhould be alwayes with 2s , and we fo lit-! 
tle w:ch him? he keeps us, he preſerves us, and yet 
2ll this while wz ſcarce know what he 1s, | 

Amway then with thoſe f-/ſe g94s ; away with the 
Faols of our hearts; Farewell yee f 1d'as joyes, and! 
empty Bubbles; what pleaſure did you ever afford , 
but ſorro.s Was ſecreetly ann-:xed to it? what marth | 
but that was ever foilowed with rep ntaxte ? Fares? 
| well thoſe 175 and benighiing wapours of our! 
ſenſual A ppctites , and paſſions which vill not let? 
us ſec the goods of Heaven , in the briohrneſſe of 
the day ! Alas! hov ſoon wlilthe r:2e come, when! 
we ſhall ſay, of all the molt raviſhing 9b'c&: of the; 
world ! how ſ*1:ſe was I , when I courted you 1 Of 
deceitfull:ſhadowes, how little profit have 1I oained} 
by you! 

God requires us wholly to himſelf, and will nor : 
have us divide with Afammor. Shall our defires then 
dwell below , and not ſoar upwards co the Element | 
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{hall be ſurc to find all our repoſe, and conſolation. 


_ 
5 
: 
o : 
8 
P. 
.. 
_ 
Py 
. ib . 
: 4 & 
R 


. p : _— 
- 4 . $. - WL. bt L 
” - . Ls " 
* » X «3H 
® - 4 - - » 
» . . Py , 
»* 
” ” 
% & 
” _ 
* 0 = S 
* 
4 Aa % 
» - 
«Vc 
= 
. oQ 
o 
Tz 
as 
, 
7-32 
* 
, 
* 
«© Xs 
.. 
» << 
” 
= 


of Geds wonderfull hs, PRE condeeenton 
TE... viſit (infull man, 


[- T1 iS 4 a oreat mercy of Gol 85 who! Is infinitely oleris 


345 perfeftiy bleed , and containerh ali [7 fi ct= 


Il exc) in hunfelf , and ſeeks nothing rhat is extiinfi- 


4 
Vl 


'T 


| call, r excernall , , tobe inthe leaſt manner ſolici- | 


tous of man , an his &:bons, And weil might that 
mga Prophet ciy out, Lord, what is man that _ 
* thou art ſo mndfull of bins, or be Son of man that 


i  thouſo regaridef him! 
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. For on, the infinite /-v2 of God 1 char ould .4 
io love us, as to take a jump »f fl-;þ and blood, a _ 
| piece of earth, the ſame we cread on, and joyn it -3 
/ co himſelf ,"to all Eternity ! Had an eA ngel been 
| exalted, it had not been ſo vreata cauſe. of admira- -_ 
- ion, asfor God ; to cloath hin/elf with uſt and 
| aſter, .Bur how orear 1s his mzrcy , thac he, being 
". thechiefeſt beauty, (hould vouchſafe to Fs the - 


+ Soul of man to be his ſpouſ? , ſince it isſo defiled 


- with the ſtaines of fin 2 how excellent | is the dignity 


I ” of this creature, {1 mean the faithful ſou/, ] ſeeing - 
= ics pleaſed ro betroth her unto neat for evert w 
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Hoſ. 2. 19. 1/4. 61.10. and to cloarh he: with the 

. garments of rzghteouſreſſe,and ſalvation, 2 
"And what was 1t bur his great merey, which invi- 

nt him to all this > what was it, bur his love that 

_ drew him down from Heaven unto: the earth ?, that 

- faitned him to the {7ofs , that encloſed him in the _ 

Grave,.and that he deſcend:d inro Hz-ll > and are 


; | not Cour  hearcs Rong > ang heavier Then Lead, If [0 


8 "66... 


— " "Oh ed F] 0 TING p 07 NAS ; 
" 7 + Cart. + & ag ont 3s nk % py oat $6697: * 1% 5 Or. ; Y as £5 - 
Fr _ ” —_— oh L F - by. 
$ ns rien 7% OS. F 4 a &- "MA a v . v3 
by a3 3. Pw 1% 4 V 

| ki SRL ©. -«, oo X 

\ £2 Ne 43 \ 

WEST 3, 
+: IÞ 


as 7” Of Gods wonderfull love, and 


2 mercy c2nnot draw #s to him, ſeeing 1t hath drawn | 
h'm ro #5 2 were we not naked, untill he cloathed us? | 
difcaſed untili he cured us ? wardring until he 2uded 
us? deform: untill he gave beauty to us ? was he not | 
whips by uncighrzous hands , that he might free us | 
tron th: ſcourges ot Satan? did he not cry our for | 
g:ict , that he migit preſerve us from everlaſting 
p.4:3? C1d he nor pour our Tears, that he mizhe wipe 
chem from our eyes ? he died that we might /1ve; he 
felt the paines of hel, that we might averd them; | 
he was humblc.i to cure our pride, was crowned with | 
Thoras , that we might be crownd in Heaven, and at | 
Lit ſufferell a'l, that we mizhe ſave al. | 
O what nigh /ccrers then are thy favoars O Lord ! |? 
Oh what Av»yſes are thy Graces! may our ſouls (be | 
ing wea:led, and ailtolted with all the tading delzght, 
of this tranſitory world) (till 42g unceflantly af- | 
| terche2 ! never can we taſte the del: ghrs of wirtue , ? 
{ * Thar fecd on th2 j»ysof vanity, O then that our hearts 
mizhe wholly melt av3y in che flames of ſuch a /ove, 
| fince nothing can make us happy wichout ic ! And 
| ſurely if we detire his love ſhould continue, we - 
| ſhould love himgain, 7s 2. 14, who hath given | 
himſelf for us , even to the death of the Croſs. ; 
We ſhou'd often m:ditate of ſuch unſpeakable] 
mercy , and 20odne(s ; we ſhould have ever in re- 
membrance the grief of him thar (uffered , the © 
wounds Of him thc h winged, the torments of him that 
| &@yecd; that that head, at which the Ang-ls tremble, 
]  ſhouldbecrown'd withrhornes , Chat face which was 
 Moſtbeautifull above the Sony of mn » (hould be 
deliled by the unſavory breath , and ſpirtings of the 
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- " Onjlifcoitigs to viſe Reful mn, man. FO "_ 
5 | ngodly 5 - thoſe: eyes which 1 were brighter” then the * 
Zh | Sun % ſhould beidarkn:d in death; thoſe eares which 
were wont to-h2are nothing bur Angelicall praiſes, 
| ſhould ring ' «ith the proud. Spe eeches > and derifion of 
p | fi mnners , thoſe hands Which firethched forth the Hea- 
Deus, ſhould be ſtretched and ayled 97 the croſs ; 
* | thoſe feer char ouchr to be adored, to be f1ftned with , 
it 2ayles - and that mth out of which : did proceed Y 
" nothing bur die Oracles , ſhould have Nothing ro! 1 
, | Urink, but gall, and vines ar! b 
? Whether rhen ſhall I fliz O Chriſt, bur ro thee, _ 
; | 5ho haſt ſuffered all rhis for my ſake ! 1 dare not i | 4 
£ up p my eyes to HY eauyen Y having of fended | him hi” a 
þ | elicrs there; in earth T can find no refuge 3 for ! 
4 what favour can I expe frotn the Creature s, "who 4 
| have offended the Crxtor ! The Law accuſeth'me, : 
q which co fulfifl I cannot , and mult therefore pe- . : 
TÞ;S2ras my adverſary, writes birrer rhings againſt '4 
Fe: & my conſcience 1s ſtill laying /iz ro my charge; 
8 all the Elements evidence again(t me; the FD 4 
ven faith I have iven /;ght for his comfort;the earths 
| T have given him bread for his nouriſhmenc; the wa- AI 
ter, 1 have afforded him divers kind of |; hes for* | 
[ (his 1 mear , and the- Are Fowls at his diſpoſe. Buty - 
(which i IS worſt of al.) \ God the moſt ſeve re fadge , , 
[ and powerfull executor of his Law, (who is wiidgm 4 
[It ſelfe, and I cannot deceive). accuſerh. Me —odmmemn 
So& Bekold faith he; how vain, and unproficable have 
been: many of thy a&iozs | much more thy ſpeeches, - 
and moſt of all thy thoughts ! ' art thou not 1nveloped J 
| 1n the foul « coat of thy. // fins and the filthy Ravs of in1- 2 
"8 ih : Fi 46: 6. Is " all my righteouſnelſc 25a 
; Meat - 
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" 3% Gods wonderful Love and .Condeſcention 


menſtruous cloth? and if thy r1ghteouineſs be ſuch, Ni 
what is thy uncighteouſneſle ? holy Job ſaid , he was } 
aff:aid of all his workes ; andif the godly man fo | 
complain , what ſhall che wicked do ? Thou arta |! 
wirhered tree , and what wilt thou anſwer art the laſt {| 
day for thy uniruitfulneſs ? till when a hair ſhall 
not perth from thy head,nor a moment from time, } 

Whether , O whether wilt thou then look , when |: 
on this fide ſhall be thy /i»s accuſing , on that fide 
1#/t:ce terrifying; underneath thee, Hel/ gaping © a» | 
bove thee an anery Judge condemning: within chee } 
thy conſcience burning; without thee the wor!'d fla- } 
min? ? Owhere(in theſe Rraics ) wilt thou berake } 
thy ſelf ! where wilt thou ask, counſel, from whence | 
alas wilt thou expe& ſalvation ! 


» 


Yer deſpair not, O my Sou! , be comforted, and | 


bope in him whom the feareſt ; return to him from} 
whom thou haſt A:d ; thy /zs indeed deſc; ve to be 
puniſhed , bur God hatch puniſhed them in thy Savr- | 
our ; the wounds of thy ſins are oreat, but the Bal-. 
ſome of his 1204 15 more precious, let thy fins accuſe | 
thee, yet in this Mediator do thou truſt; let thy wea- | 
kneſle affright thee , yer in his ſtreygthdo thou glo=} 
Ty; letHeaven andeatth, yea Satan himſelf accuſe! 
thee , it 1s enough that righteouſneſſe ir ſelfe , and" 
the Creator of all things doth intercede for thee. * 
 Whatſoever the Almighty hath decreed not to. 
impute ro thee, ſhall be as if it had not been; ler 
1t not therefore trouble thec if thy ſins are both grie-. 
vious, and many, yea often repeated ; wert thou 
not burthened with thy ſins , what need badſt thou 


of thy Saviouts r1ghteouſneſſe ? hadſt thou no 4d1ſ- 
; eaſe 


— to viſte ſinful Mare 19 
! 24 s, what _ hadfi thou of the help of a Phyficran? | 
| O but thou ſayſt, thy heart is vexed, and thy ſou! 
| very ſorrowfull, becauſe chou haſt no merit, no good - | 
l orkes of thy own; O be not injurious to his paſſions 
{ take heed how chou ſeek ſuplement from thy works. 
E fince he in himſelf is alſufficient ; do*ſt thou ſeekfor * 
| the works of the Law ? by che Law thou ſhalr bz _ 
| condemned ; he only can diſdharge thee, who made 
E himſelf the Surety ; and he atone can pay the debr, 4 
who took ir upon him. 1 
| . Darken nor then che Sunſhine of his power ,(O di- 1 
| ſtruſtful ſoul ) with the clouds of thy rnfidelity ; © 
| neither ecclips the illuftrious body. of hi? mercy with 
the interpoſition of thy deſpair. He deſended uport » 1 
earth todie for thee , had he not defired thy ſalva- 
' tio , he would not have done it; very dear was © 
"the price of thy ſalvation ; therefore great ; and, } 
, dear is che mercy of thy Redeemty, Think not then © 
thy. Creator to be thy enemy, while he is thy friendy ; 
| his mercies have invited thee; hit merits have em-. 
 boldned thee to preſent thy proanes before his eares, 
-andto lay thy burthen upon his aying ſhoulders. 5 
- - Return], return then, into thy Savors Armes, * ? 
- who hath deſcended ſolow as to embrace tneezthere 4 
' fix thy everlaſting Reſf, There ſhalt rhou find a 
Chancery , fo moderate the ſeverity of the Law; } 


there is a Saviour to mediate bervixt God and thy 
offences, Art thou in Bondage? rhere is freedom; art 

thou. dejetted? there 18 comfort; if perſecuted, there | Ss 4 
2 Refuge; if over-burchened,there 1s reftrand if con- 4 
demned there is pardon. _ IF 


 Neicher fear to come to him; for he hach called : 1 
| = thee ; E 
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F 6 Gods wonderful Love © c. J; 
F thee; to pray to him, for he will hear rhee, Tf*thy |8 
; ſins affr1-ht thee , he harh ſuffered 3 the firſt death \ 
he hath ſveetnd, the ſecond bath conquerea; only | 
confcfle thy wanis , and he wlll reheve thee ; deny | 
thy ſelf, and he 1.1 own thee; empty thy felf,and he {!! 
will hill thee, TT | 
Jear Feſus! who did(t make a full conſummation \ 
of tiy ſelt, by che ſeparation of thy blood, and foul, | 
in that great ſacrifice, which pur Heaven im mourn Þ 
ing, the $23 into ecclips, the earth into qrakzngs,, 
and rhe molt (tupid men into aft-1,hrment, what at- 
tractive was it, that ſhould thus draw thee from the 
h12991t part of the tHeavens,to ſhew ſuch love to thy 
foriorn cemies ? what couldett rhou ſec in us bur a 
bru:tih doly , and a.ſoul all covered with crimes , 
_ an! wholly drenched in remediſeſſe mſeries ? and 


yer, (laying afide thoſe beaurifuil A-ge/s, which did 
once ihine like [amy in thy eternall temple, ) thou 
cani'ituponearth, to ſeck for that loſt creature, who 
hath bcen ſo prodival of thy ſubſtance, a foe to thine 
honour , and injurious to thy glory. | 
| O Feſ«s | fince thou hait thus eſpouſed us ro thy 
F love, andunicedus to thy ſelf , with a band indiſ- 


ſolubl-, make me ever hereafter ro hunger, and | 
thi ſt afrer that good which I have ſo often deſpiſed! 
O Feſ#s ! the delire of eternal! mountains , draw all 

' My aec/7es ro thee, fince thou only art the Adamant ! 

|, Jeſus the centre of all hearts, fince thou art the love 

{ of all faichfull ſouls, rake all my 1ffeft5-»5 to thy (elf. 

| Ofeſusithe tay and Crown of all my floating hopes, 

| the haven of all penirent hearts, ſtretch our thy aſ- 
hitting hand to ſo much miſery, and ſet me in a place 


where 


1 Of our Lovewe owe roGod, 21 
 wheteT may defire nothing-b#r rhee, nor love any 
Ky ehingbur what! in thee 1 1s in nitely pure and azm1able. 
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_ Of or Love we owe to God, 


E that will make his life blefled and peacefull, 
wn mult make it his whole work to do nothing,bur 
Wa har Religion and Veriue will approve of ; tince : 
i our ſupreme Duty which we owe to God, can no _. 
WU way ftand with a d:ſſo/ute jlove and compliance 
My with worldly defites ; nor the belt of our ab/liries be #4 
W betrer 1mployed, then in the Rudy 0 of Rel: gion, and {2} 
Li wholeſome inftruEtion?, : 
t  'For what joy can we take in conttary walking , 
f when a troubled conſcience ( like a continual of br 
{ cntioner) ſhall rack and torment us in the very em- | 
} braces of our beſt contentments | Though( [ confeſs) \ 
| we had need of more then one P67 So ro keep us. 
| ſeadyinſo, great a form of worldly aff aires 3. 208 = 
| what Nobility, what Honours what Dignity, s 
| - Guence and Learning have not betaken efalves A 
| to this heavenly Warfare , and to ftoor ther ſhoul- + 
- ders to that yoke , which our Saviour hath proms ed 
i To make ſo eaſie-unio us 2 
And ſure, there ;s nothing ſo ealic, ſo (rect and 
- abniforrable, as the Law of Ged, who [ of infinite ; 
mercy} inviteth us to /ove him, how deteſtable and .. 
faulty ſoever we have been, only, in. recompence - 
_ of ſo boundleſs and unſpeak able a favour, he expects * 
_ to be as cheerfuliy regarded,as thankfully accepted. | 
Our ſeul mult bs grieved for her fan's, penitent | 
E ; C 3 - far 


W 


_ Of our Loue we owe to God, 
for her ſmns, an-.: hung NhoIe affections and Paſſons | 
which have provok.d us to tranſgreſs his Lawes,and | 
cooffend fogeata Mareſ'y ; lonfinitea Love , 
and 2racious a pardon, bing to be entertained with | 
no leſs reverence then gcatuity of ſoul. | 
\ O whese then ſhall we look for mercy, bur from 
the foxt. 1s thereof ? And where ſhall we fix our : 
Jove,but upon h:49 whole love 1s beyond our merits; | 
who loved us firit , yea when we were his Exemes, 
R245. 10. and without which love we can never 
come to his knowlcdoe >? Dorn he not WIONg NUN 
ſelf, who loverh any thing unwortby of his love? 
And is not the Sou! of Man more worthy then all. 
the Creatures, ſince Redeem d by the paſsion and 

. death of God ? Why therefore ſhould we love the © 
Creaturcs, which can afford us no true Content ? 
The wor/d 18 naked ( who would ſeek to rifle a 
nal ea man?) Its oo0d lic} Palaces Ir© but AMole-hills; ; 
and the Maſters'thereof like Ants, crofling one ano- 
thers Pro;c4s, All things here flic faſt from us, 
Jeſt if they (ſhould Ray long,we ſhould diſcover their 
couzrnage, AmI ſhall we reſt out ſelves then upon 
thoſe thorm5, which will not only fail, but hurt us? 
 IFirt net reafon, we ſhould love the Grver more then 
the et? and lim from whom we have all thoſe * 
things , More then the things themſelves 2 why 
ſhould we rely 1POn thoſe Epyptian Reeds ! why 
mould we cmbrace that alluring Strumper, who firſt 
flv and ſubtilly entertains her Lovers with pleaſure 
* and dakiance,and at laſt rhrulis them out at the back 
| door of ſorrow and reproach : Fs Ds 
Whatſoever in this world we ſeem naturally to 
love 


Of of our 7 Love w we owe toGod. 


bye, iris cither for power, beauty, wide, ot 3 
onſtancy ; - And whart is} more powerful then God?  * 

7hat more wiſe or beantiful then He? What more 
F lurable then his Eternal Providence? All Kingdoms 
Mrefrom him , all wiſdom bur fooliſhneſs to him, 


Ind all beauty but deformity ro Him. Ler therefore - 


he love of our ſelves , the love of the world, and - : 

It he love of the Creatures dze in us , that Lhe love of © 
WG od may wholly /;2e1n us. Let us love that good 
WM which 1 is true and ſtable, 'x Cor. 7. 31. The world } 
Wpaſſcth away,andall chinos cherein ſhall be conſumed 
Li with fire, 2 Pet. 3. 10. Where ſhall our love be then? 


& Every Creature ts ſubjeft to vanity, Rom. 8.20, and 4 


Y ſhall not he which cleaycth with hls love unto them, A 
+ become vain himſelf? _ . " J 
| - AS our faith then ought not rorely anywhere but  } 
{ upon the merit of C; brif only 3 ſo alſo our love | 
} ſhould nor be ſcrled upon any B the Creatures,noc } 
| upon our ſelves, 'For Self-love hindererh the love j 
| of Gody whoſe loye we mult prefer before all, Our } 
| Soul is the Spouſe of (hrist; to him alone therefore Þ 
-mult ſhe adhere ; our Sowl is the Temple of God, 4 
| x Cor. 3.16. and muſt therefore give entertainment I 
| to none bur him ; neither being created after his I« _? 
[./mage, can deſire any thing, but thar infinite good , in 
. which all other 200d is comp rehended, 42 
'But"oh how lictle love do we rerurn to him 2.-,-4 


And what is the Reaſon ? but becauſe we foo. much Þ 


| Jove our ſelves and the world, We bend all our .$ 
Attion: to our own proper good , and the love of } 
. oulr ſelf obfuſcatern and blindeth OUr 1th” "04 emert. Did I 
We love our Saviour as We ought, with conſtant Af- 4 

2 = + T7 fections » 3 


TOOOf our Love we owe toGod, 


EEGons,we (thoutd. be dejizbred 1n nothing'more'|| 
CRen 1N ICSULLING LO DIM, if 
Its a [t-ange Kind o love ( fauh Caſſio take ) i 

wy one thouju love his j red, and not þe velighted 1 11 

| in his company. We alvayes aſe to contaRt a; i} 
3 Fried) 1p ana Relation with thoſe wich whom: 1 
| we uie to converſe. Thoſe with whom we buy and: y 
ſell,bave ſciz.:d upn lome p oportions of our love; 1 
yea, out very Counttey is dear tous for our being) 

io ic. And(h:ll we not love him whoſe immen=: | 
ſity and valineis of 4191ne Love to us, is hourly ex»: | 
| preſied in all the diſpanſacigns of his Providence 2: | 
”” Shall we not return him all love , who hath ſhewn 
3 us io g:cat love ? Snall we receive God, and 'not: 
& oive m9 > Shall we feed at Gods T ablc, ad KICK: | 


our heels at b; - ? nay, for felicity, ſhall we not pare 
with our m:{ery ? 


O that our /ove might exclude all affeftions to ſing 
and all inordinaie de/ires to the world | ſceing all | 


earthly and ſcſi Jove poliures the [pirirual love; 
and every devree of inordinat; affeaion to the 
| things of this life, is a perfect cnexpy to bim who 
Is te Fountain of all excellencies; and from whom 
It Is 4 Hs to take off our AﬀeRion, and eve It 
tO Satan, i  beltow 1 IC upon any other Creacure. We 
may ( :nd-e0) ſeek for reſt in Riches, but not find 
it ; WE 11:2y brake out (elves to pleaſures; bur grief 
and iorfow {Hi follows them as Companions. We 
| May atrem it Hoxorrs, but periſh by the weight of 
E then. 0 how fond and ti = 4 chins 15 It 
| to be inchanted and impritoned to any earthly 


The 


Of our Love 1 we owe to God. 2 TY 


The Creatures themſelver cry, Why ts ye cleave 


Nuno, us'? Why do you place the end of your defrres 
Yonus : ? we Cannot. Hoe on Appettce , nekher 


3 WE are flecring and | 


WA \o Chad a!e never wanting from: us ; at” 
Nour: paths are et with ſnares, and compalſed with 
\ enemics; when -one- conflict and: rempration vob. 
Y any, another cometh unlooked for.- | Away "then'. 3 
[ ©; our Creatir ; -whillt you fondly wait on us, all. 
y aur; labours will-prove inconſtant, yea ebbins and. 
f fowire p like: the! Trade, untill [ through relis: ous Au- © 2 
L rex; ind a conſtant 'obedience.] you deiend into; 
Y the Ocean of idivine-exceliency. Do- bur love God, 
E arioht: (faith LK. Auſtin ) and you ſhall have all in*- 
Y ons hin ; yea, death ut ſelf, vs comes from. 
@ chis loves the gate of /ife. And ſure we need no _ 
| Incentives to move us to the love of him.did we but - 
l conſider, that we cannot love any thing for any 
| reaſon, [" real or imaginary | bur thar excellency is 
Fx more eminent in God: He is the fountain 
| of: honour for the Ambitions; an inexhauſtible Trea- _ 
E ſure for the Coverons, and a Torrent of pleaſure for _ 
| the voluptuons. He alone is moſt full and ſuffici- 
{ ent;, 'moſt ſweet 'and comfortable, moſt beautifull .- 
= loving ;.in whom all 2oods chines together, 
| both perfeAly are, ever have been, and ſhall be. 
Here then let us-center ; in ſeeking him we have: 
| tlie Pearl of oreat Price ; In other places may be 
| found the fatreſ of the earth ; but here is the Dew 


Tao eb; of 


| = AF Gods continual Foſs of 4s, | 

of heaven : here 15 the Mannalwhich came down from 

thence, [ Jobn 38-34- Lord, evermore give us of | 

this briad! | 2nd the water drawn Out of the Rock, 

Let others ſc:k what they pleafe then 1nſtead of | 

| thee: but asfor us, !ct nothing ſolace or content - 

© us, but he who is our hope and everlaſting health, 

 AndO thatyctatlaſt, we would return the world | 
her /ove-tokens , and beſtow. all our Iove on him 

' that loved us firſt ! That our ſou! would only reſt | 

:n him who is above all Creatures, health and beau- | 

ty | above all glory and honour, above all power and. 

dignity, above all riches and Arts, above all mirch 

and gladneſs, and above all that 1s not h:mſe/f, who 
 USsrthe everlaſting Ref of his Saints 1 who then will 

+ give us Wings t© flie, and reſt in thee, the Gover- 

| mnour of all Creatures , the brightneſs of Eternal 


2 ley , and true comfort of our P;/grime-ſouls ! 


That Gods cont 1nual {12ht of US z ſl ould mance #15 t0 
Purity and Holineſs. : 

> OD tnat created all things for mans uſe, cre- | 

ated him for his ſervice ; he made all things to | 

ſerve man, that he might the more cheerfully ſerve 

bim. He gave him power to continu2 in a perfe 
{tate, anda will to uſe that power to his gloty and 
his own comfort , until miſerable man lolt the 
power to do what he commanded , and was 
wholly left the wretched Subject of his wrath and 

Uiſpleaſure. 

And ſhould he look upon us without the merits of 
Our 


" fronld Apduel 1 to to Purity prey H ck. : \ 
our r Saviour, ſhould he behold us through any thi .Y 
ur the blood of his So, ſhould he take notice of our "'J 
Wt without becoming our: Phyſician, Whither + 
ſhould we flie for ſanQuary » bur to high he ſhame- 
Mfutreſs of whoſe death did expiate the finfulneſs of 
gour!/:fe,and the willingneſs of whoſe obedience, did 
each for the wilfulneſs of our Rebellion | 
©. All that he requires now from us, is, that we ec- 
af |clipſe not the illuſtrious body of his mercy with the 
* | /omvagges of our S1»s, bur look diligently ro our _ 
h by ones, words and deeds , becauſe hereafter we - 
W muſt give an account for them all, Eccle/. 12. 143/; 
I And ſurely therelies on us a great neceſſity of doing? . bl 
# well, eckng we do all things under the eyes of that 
4 f 7d - that ſees usz who bath oIven Us his wortul 
"3 A om unto our feet, and a lighr unto our Payhs. ,y 
I char fo we mighr behold rhe frailty of our ff ol 
Y the ſpares of Satan, and the vanities of the wo fd. 
E . And though our approach to God ought to rage "Þ L 
'1 fixed, purpoſed and ſefled Action, to "which our 
E hearts ſhould be ever ſolemnly adjoyned ; yea, the 
3 exrerjor parts of our body , ſhould witfE ſuch a 
& countennnce and deportment be referred unto ir, 
W as that all mens eyes might witneſs a particular at- 
F tention ; yea ought God tro bz commixed with our. - 
= Actions, | eſpecially] wth an inward and-awfull -. 
'R Reverence, full of honour and reſpe&;, 1t being 
| from the conſcience, and not the tongue , from 
| whence our devotion muſt proceed. 
= Mf I regard mquity TJ my heart. ( ſaith the Royal 3 
Propher ) the Lord will not hear ze; And ſure its 
| bur Vain fo p implore Gods 'pgwer in a bad "Ia Si 
ey” q 6 an 


3; = Gods continual (1ght of 1s, 


Z Man cuzht to have an unpolluted /ov/ when hef 
 -prayeth, and ablolutely free from zi] inwva'd and} 
” vintous Paſſuons; otherwiſe we our ieJves wretent him 
with the Ko:{s to whip ns , and 1p{tcad of 1mending} 
our fits, redouble the ſame, by retentiny him: 
ſuch affett1995 as are full of $19, to who:n only we 


ſhould tue for vrace and forvivenels. | 
What tondneſs is it to ſez to be before men, What | 
really we are not before Gol ; and Ike ta Swans: 
to conceal the blackneſs of our frer ; or like coun- 
rerfeit Woolf s,to encompaſs the ſhepherd 1n a Lambs. 
'$kin; when as the beauty of T-rurhb ( like he Lake? 

in Africk, v-hich early or late, will di:cover all; 
that 1s calt into It ) will make all our /x299/7 ures 
|» plainly appear , when we- think they are molt con-. 
|; ceal'd! and when the Panteys Arr ( however it; 
now change the face )thall little ſtead us,bur ws (hall 

_ one day with, we had appeared under the black 
clouds of real ntext ions , rather then in the daz'iug 

Sun (hine of fraud and decerr. 

The more glorious our endeavours ace, the more 
Carefully 1+ ht we to manage thei ; it being .a 
macneſs b:yond error and ivnorance, (and worthy. 
no leis notice then admiration ) for any to diflem- | 
ble, in whit ſo nearly concerns him. To ſeem to 
__ Y and deny the Dower of halineſs , Wat 

IS 1t but To write far, and aiterwards pour -k upon 

I? The Carvers of Images cover bots ,( latch the 
Wiſeman, Wiſl.z, 14. ) And ſurely, when we hide 
our /fa:ns, we become 1dolators of our ovn forl- 
neſs , layin! 200d colours upon bad matter , ſecing 
tne Forts which we hide, are the fþots which God 


hates. Thou 
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Hy "Bold ; Rr to ts Purliy 6 and. 1 Holineſs. 5 29 \ 
| Thouthen which hideft che naſty bag of thy fe- 
bret- Luſt s under the cloak of Rel:gron + 4 who canft 


k *l with every wind, and have thy end in alf 
Fonditions' ( nothing being ſo faſhionable, hothing 


o proficable to thee ) O rake heed of framing 1n 2 


þ Religious habit. Thou mayſ walk in publick. with 


x applauſe 3 thou mayſt in private /iz ſecurely, and of- 
wcure wiſely without diſcovery; none may ſeem ro _ 
Herve God wita more ſevere devotion before man; 
: F6Toh i In private, none more ſerve their eds and 5 
the world. In Chriſtian D#ties who appears more 


forward 2 Who more frequents the houſe of prayer ? 


h Orwho prates /ozger, or with louder zea/ in his Fa- .. 
ily > And fince the opinion of holineſs hath cryed 
Ep the goodneſs of thy conſcience,thy Trade can want + 
Mo cuſtome , thy wares no price, thy words no cre= 
3 . it, nor thy Ac} 10ns praiſe * « yet Oh remember 1 in 


V hoſe preſence thouarr ! Ic isbad making thy Fudge 2 


[t bby ab #4 3 itis ill /n:»g againſt him , the brighr- 


fieſs of whoſe all-diſcerning eye ſees all the ſecrets 
of thy heart, 


© And far be it from us, to come into the vreſe ence of 


lan. All-ſeeinos God with ſullied conſciences , making 
our devotion a meer diſguiſe, left ( like Iving Se- 


[pulchers) Ne appear without beautified with gold,and 
rich invention, being within nothing bur aloarhed Re 
| corruption, Remember alſo thar thy conſe? crence will 

| not ſlecp, bur fill be ruminaring on the works of 
| thy life , when rhy bod is turned into that duſt, out | 


of which? it ſhall nor be awakened, until the Hea- 


 vensſhall be no more; and inftead of that ſceze of - ; 


Soars, F and Darkneſs under which we £0 te bed, one 
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oo Gods continual fight of us , 

F moſt gloriow Luminary ſhall ove Lizht to all, |} 
It was advice given amonglt the Heather, Thatl 
whenſocyver they were about to ao any thing 
that was wicked , they ſhould ſuppoſe ſome of rhe 

 oreatelt of their Sages to be preſent with them : and] 
ſhall we not live alwayes, asif we were actually m| 
the preſence of our God ? An antient Tradition alſe' 
15 held out, that after our Lords eAſcention , the A.; 
poliles never eat together , but they left the firkt! 
Napkin for their Good Maſter , conceiving that] 
( according vo his promiſe) he was alwayes with) 
them. If we thus accuſtome our ſelves ro the EX-) 
erciſe of Gods Preſence in the right manner , It} 
will be a happy neceſſity to make usto do well, when, 
we believe and apprehend that our F#age 18 ſtill} 
with us. 1 
We are commonly {o nice, as not to ſuffer a' 
little ſport in our cloaths, a little muſtineſs 1n our? 
veſſels, or a liccle duſt in our Chambers. And thalt 
we ſuffer /in and uncleane(s in our hearts, the very 
inmolt and chiefcſt Room of this earthly Taberna-! 
cle we carry about us ? Is not that ſoulvery unclean-! 
ly, that waſheth her hands as white as [nnocerce y} 
whillt her nobleſt part is black as he!l > Our ſtos 
macks oftentimes are ſo delicate and ſqueamiſh, as! 
that ic makes us ſick, only to look upon an MZlcer 1n' 
another mans body ; and ſhould we not be much 
Iicker, if we would but impartially behold our own 
ſouls, which are full of wounds, bruijes , and putri- 
fied ſores? Ia, 1.6. 
| Letus remember alſo that God is :»#, and we 
#n him ; that he is in every place, and in every Crea- 
_4" 


" ſrould = wu to 1s Purityand Holineſs! TY by 


kuce,: Every, thing. we ſee, will 'repteſent to our. |} 
hi his Preſence, Excellency and Power. In the | 
WFace of the 572 we may ſee his Beauty ; in the _ 
LF;r: we nay feel his heat ;-and in tNe Water and Air 
his refreſ/ment, And therefore i in the midſt of all _ 
Four wayes and works, ler us retire into the Chappel © 
, Hof onr hearr , and converſe with God by frequent 
Il Addreſſes and Returns; whoſe Glory ( a6corling 
to St. Pauls rule in every Attion we do) ought to bs 1 
our deſign and intendment, rhat time only. being 
ll | cain'd, which is prudently and 'zealouſly fpenc in _ 
# the  honouring of God , and doing his work, to- . 
| | wards which v we ought to put forth all our firenorh . 1 
| |: And ſeeing in all the Affairs of our life, we "Rill. <; 
| Gand before him, acting and ſpeakin?, and thinking 
| in hispreſence , and all lies open unto him , 1t will w 
{ concern us toibehave our ſelves carefully, as 1n his  - 
{ ſence, who is the great ee of the world to watch 
| [-us 3 3-an ever open Tv to hear us, and hath an un- 
| | wearied Arm ever {tretched out to cruſh us Into Ru- 
"-2e,1f we ſin againſt him, 4 
And oh thatGod would ſo dire& us to cater the 
7: {s of our own heart , what a foul Abyſe and 
» Depth it is , and all beſer with knotted ah of -. 
Footer and Adders, as to attempt norhing without 
1 ' the. ſerious meditation of his ſurveying all our 
| 4Gons!Thart we would bur berhink our ſelves, that 
| however Hypocriſie may for a time make modeſty a. 
| wail to cover its Pretences, and will not ſuffer rhe 
| Suntolight its c71m2e5 ; yet God ſees our hearts, and 
_  hecan haveno excuſe that makes him a witne/s,from 
3 whom Hell hath not darkneſs enough to hide 18 Fils - 
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reither hath rne ng ht Powel tO COVET chat which is | 
L19ht it (elf, Dy, Thi 

Let us confider alſo, that thoſe holy Angels who | 
Rill bzhold the face of our Heavenly Father, War, 1 


I 18. 10- are ordained for our aaily Gaardians, and 


are alwayes ready prefi'd for his ſervice ; and there- | 
fore we ſhould (tidy for holiveſs , if we will have 
theic fellow (hip. They are molt ſ»bti/e Spirits, which 
no body can cefilt ; all v: 7ble 191ngs vive way unto | 
them, and ali b»4:es ( thou.h ſolid and thick) by } 
then are penetrahlc ; they knov our danyers and : 
affictions , andare ſtill preſent to atd vs, and they 
ale ſent by God as his IMeſſexgers to us, Heb. x. 14. 
and mult therefore be reconciled to him,if we will 


have th:m for our K eep.rs, 


 Likenets of C-a4:itioxs doth molt beget friend- 


* yp; Rudy therefore for holixeſs, if thou wilt ens ! 


Joy their fellowſhip ; accuſtome thy ſelf to holy. 


Attons, if thou defireſt their atrendance. Was It 
Seneca's Ccouniel to his fri*zd, Thar whenſoevet 
he went about to do any thing , he ſhould ſuppoſe 
C ato, or ſome other worthy Roman to bz near him? - 
and ſhall noc we Chr:i//;ans | in imitation of ſo} 
awe a moral ! in every place ſtand in awe of that" 
eng! which warcherh overus, and do nothin» in 
his pr-ſence , which we ivould be aſhamed ro do in 
che /oht of men! As ſmoak drives away Bees , and 
1 favours chate away Doves ; ſo (tinking i» drives 
away the Angels that are our Keepers, They ate 
chaſt, and are therefore diiven away by i'Irhy . A- 
Ftions, They are humble, and therefore driven #- 
way by Pride ; yea, they are of heavenly and (pre; 

[#AL 


© Obnilefeention to. wil 2 <6 of al 1 min, ME ETTIE 33" 
| ;-and-rherefote ſhould we. think of hea- © 
. ly? rant Oiricgal things And if here we rejoyce A 
Wn chr exerciſe of the Word, Prayer, and other re- _ 
FT Auriesy God will Jead? us thr ouch the deſert of 
athis world by the condu& of his holy Angels, and by P 
a Fhem a at lafbr receive | us into his K ing dome. MOOT L 


—_——. 


Shwnan —_— —_—_ 
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'y What God 75 thaw! T: thr Odathrer': ; FU great abuſe 
ef them, bing 10 me _ Prtholt his Bleſſing. 


hy S ch, and ſo great is cha PONer; the wiſdone and 
1394 Bounty; which” Almighty God hath expreſt in | 
ml the frame'of ſhe Heavens, the Sn, the Moon, and 
2 the Stats (ſerving as: (5: many. filver and oolden | 
© Characters embtoidered and held forth: for the daily' 
i publiſhing thereof.): as that well may we ſay, The 4 
g H eavens declare his glory, ant the phpoes Jy 3 
his s hand F-WOYK_ /Plalin:t 9.52%; £55 © 
W >: And- axcety, 1f he: have: a his OY of this 
en hoafe of the world fo beautifu!, and garniſhed - 
| icwich ſuch wonderful variety of all: ſorts of Crea- 
| tdres;: how- lotions muſt the roof be, which 1s the 
| Higheſt part thereof, and ce ty 04 —_— of Saints 
8 and Angels 1: 
E {Nor can we finda berter OE" to entertain our 
yes; (choſe Centinels which guard us;and thoſe two 
5 'Lrghrs which direct us ). thew to: behold thoſe elo- '. 
| "rious Orbs and Euminaries, and to contemplace the 
reſt of this 'woths who made the: world ;. all other 
Periettives being bur meer vanity and 2Mlition of 
| Jpicer : Nothing 1 18 5 theſe 1 in vainy nothing redundant,” 
L or. 


FT24 God 1s ſeen w his Creatures, the great abuſe | 


or deficient, nothing ſuperfluous or wanting , or | 
what is not moſt neceſlary to che ed whereunto it 
' was madc. | | 
| Canſt thou with all thy reaſon or power diſcourſe 
{ unprovided of the grace and knowledge of God } 
or undz:(tand the admirable moving of Heavens 
Vaults , the Ereral Light of thoſe glorious Lights | 
ſa fiercely rouling over thy head , the raging and 
continual motion of the vaſt Ocea, , or upon. 
what foundation the earch centers it ſelf > Thar 
Portion of knowledoe which we have from the di-. 
fitibution of Heaven, cannot make us equal untg 
hone fr It, What Workmanſhip(Catth | 
Que A 0,740 J&®- Cicero ) What Irons, Braces, 
yamentd, quz vi(tes, que . 
machine,qus miniſtri tan. WD Main Beams, what En- 
ti operis fuerunt? Lines, what Maſons and Care 


penters were at ſa great a 
work ? \3 


As Mercy and Juſtice are the two Arms of God 
which emorace , bear up, and govern the whole 
world, and ( like eArchimede's Encines ). make 
Heaven deſcend upon earth, and earch mount to 
Heaven : So (as one ſaith) are Heaven and the. 
boly Bible, the only Books wherein we may eſpe- 

_c\ally behold the infinite Power, Beauty and Goods! 
neſs of the Almighty, We may ( indeed ) with 
comfort behold the Chrital Springs , the ſhady 
Groves, the murmuring Rivers, the ſweet chanting 
bras, variety of flowers, all tending to the praiſe-of 
cher Creator ; neither is there the leatt ipire of graſs, 
Wherein we may not read an infinite Providence. 


Ve may ce the 40 (by her incerpoktion ) 
ecclipſeth | 


 * of them being no way good without his bleſſi ng 2 my YN 
ecdipſerh the Sun ; bow the vat Ocearis confin'd ;| 
Within irs boxds ;. And how the earth ſupports it ſelf N 
without props , of Pillars by an :nfinire power. . Bic \ x 
where ſhall we better read him then .in his word, 
where he £ives vs as many aſſurances of his /ove, | 
and Prowifes as there are [eters 1n the Serip, L 
ture! TOE = 
'Ir1s reported of { afins Longines a Pagan ” learns | 
ed, that he was called the Erving library ) who on2 
day- reading Geyeſis, he could not ſufficiently ad= 
mire the ſublime ſp-culations Which Moſes had of the _ 
divinty , wherr he wrote of rhe worlds Creation, and 
that God at the ſound of one ſole word , made. 
the oreart rt Pieces of this amw:7ſe tome our 
of no bore as Heaven, Earth, Water ; the Sun and 4 
Moon, = 3 
"Where art thou then © Atheiſt, who faiſt in thy 
"lg there is n0:Grd and yer trembleſt., and hidett 
thy ſelf at the leaſt crack of thunder ; If che; Fs: 
ſhine hot upon thy face , do'ft thou not faint and. 
'velter? If cold ſeiz<on thee, how ſuddenly art chou 
'benumb?*d?2doth nor the cronking of a flight ofraver:,, 
the ſcreiching of an Owl , the caſuall fiohe of an 
' Eagle; rhe falſe pace of a horſc , ordinarily affrighr 
"thee ? How ſoon doth a dream ; a ſudden voice, a 
"mornings milt', an evetfings fogee , and a little 
duſt in thy eyes 5  overthrow- and. reduce” thee to. 
"that earth from whence chou ccam*lt ? Is tc nor all 
one to him (who no more regards the fuccetle of 2 | 
Battle” 'then the flight of a "Bird ): to remove an 
Empire yas the leaf of a 7 re? Alas) alas! thou'canſi 


' not make a worme , 1nd wilt chou frame a Derty to, 
AMTFeLL D: on _ thine. 


ks; 
" 


E7 26 God 5 ſeen 1n his Creatures 3 the great abuſe of 
[ thine own fancy ? what meaneſt thou thus to Regie. 
| fer thy detects in the Calender of Erernity ? © 
* * Wrerched man! vihat ingracitude will make Hea- 
U” yen to bluſh , theearth to ſhake, and all the crea- 
Lures to ltand amazed, if not this ? O the 1nfinice 
patience of God! ſo many Ages to have ſuffered 
Temples of 1dols ereged to the contempt of his 
anc? to make dayes and times ſtill rocircumvolve, 
Rivers to glide, windes to blow ; the Sþring to var- 
nith the earth with beauty, Autumn to put ona 
(atfron Robe , ro cat flowers from heaven with a 
bounreous hand , on contumartious heads, and to 
make all the Elements to ſerve , and hold total na- 
ture in breath ! what.patience 1s It in the Saviour of 
the world to ſee the abuſe of his creatures, to be- 
bold the Sun ecc}ipſed all rhe ſtarrs co put on mour- 
nins weeds , and all the whole frame of chis Unt- 
verſe, to be troubled both above and beneath, and 
yet to remain patient towards thoſe who well de- 
ſerve the {troke of his Thunder-bolt> - uy 
God is often pleaſed to call the heavens, the earth 
and Other ſtupid Creatures to witneſs azainſt /cyfull 
man ; and will not man at laſt have cauſe to cry our 
tothe hills ro cover him, and tro the Rocks to hide 
nim trom the fury of Gods anger , when the drunk- 
aras mten.prrance , the voluptuous mans exceſſe, and 
1 rhe worldlings lav!s ſhall o1Ve 1n their verdift t- 
| gainſt chem ? when che trembling fears of the man' 
 otpyi4e, andambirion who ( hike miſerable 8:ſy- 
| pris )isever pantin; , and Jabourine 'up a ſteep 
| hill. diftracted, and drawn aſunder throuch his ca- 
| ger deſires, ambitious expeRations, and flattering 


| hopes 


, > chem, m_ PT way 5 ot #; without his is bleſſing Jug. * 37 


Y ho pes, upon the- many Racks and Tenters of his ha - 
| ſhall find-no other truce with his miſery , nor com- 
$ fort of his weariſom dayes, and more tedious nights, : 
} then uſerh to be berwixt the ſentence and exccuti- / 
{ on of Wicked men. And when the envious malitions { 
| man,who (like wretched Promethens ) doth ill ca- 
x Iy 2 v#lrur in his boſomes The ragefull impatient | 
 72an, Who (as Sexeca obſerves ) lometimes with - 
{ anger - breaks his « OWNn Venmes 5 makes himſelf blind , : / 
J and caſts him into feavers and Frenzies 3 when 7 
| the L«5tfull, and unclean perion , the guilt of | 
| whoſe conſcience is theworm that dieth not , and * 
{- the luſt of whoſe appertice, is the fire thar 1s not quen=- - 
' ched, and the oreateſt of whoſe pleaſures and ſez- | 
| Jnalities, no more delight him with their ſweerneſs, * 
/ then offend him with their ſatiety 3 when all theſe | 
| (I fay) ſhall find the wages and concluſion of /i» to © 
 Bedenth, and ſuch a death, as that whoſoever ſhall | 
undergo, would think it a bliſs- to bz returned 1 in- 3 
__ bis firſt norhing! I 
©. And Ohow happy had it been for ies , if __ q 
kad gone out from their dinin2-roomes, before they : 
| hadfalo ;ntoa remedileſs errour , by the intempe- - 
TTace of their meat , the deluge of drink , and diſor- * 
| der and vanity of their lives, and that nature had fo 
farce befriended them as to have taken them hence | 
before-they had been their own Executioners | and 
"before they were became ſenſleſſe in their Reaſon , © 
_brutifhin their Paſſioes, debauched in their manners, 
and rhie A&:ons of their underſtandings been whol- 3 
| ty hindered, and beſotted, = -—j 
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as [een in his Cveatures in the great abuſe 
4 Y 


Goon then, ye who th:ouzh your 1w1emperance, 


and revellinys y your uſing of tron? meats, and | 
hizh drinks , are {o tatrre from returning thanks | 
for thoſe bleſſings you en;0y, as to encreaſe | 
vatiety of diſeaſes, and ofren haſten your e- 
rernel mileryy yetharſay Come, and ler us enjoy | 
the co nmodines that ate: let us take our fill of pre. | 
cious .-.7 , and ſweet perfu r.cs, amd let us not loſe | 
the flower of our tim? ; let us crown our (elves with 
K2{:5 before they face away , andlet no mradoy be | 
unt:averied by our notouſneſs; yet O that ye would! 
bur a little apprehend, that, this way which ſeemeth | 
zolt to afford content , expoſeth you one hundred | 
times a Cay tothe hazard of your ſoxls: your very 
ex,o9m-1ts afflict you , your own wickedneſſe doth 
\ co r-& you; that envyins , convulſions, and morn- | 
ning voinits, diſturb you , your own (trength con- 
ſuines you : poſſeſſing youare 1n.want, and in your 
piorty f.:miſh , you fall (ck with concrariety of hot 
and cold fits ; like filthy Armen , 2. Sam. 16 17. 
jou are /ice of love , and fick with /oathing; ſick with 
dc (ire , and much hcker with enj0yment : yea how 
7,any hath Satan us'd (as he did ſome in our Savi- 
2 ;r5 UMe ) by feavors and :ropſres, to caſt ſome 1n- 
to the fir, and others into the Water! 
Remember then, that as Satiety will caſt a cloud 
on the brichreſ} b autiug;ye though 2 thing were very 
ood, We may eaſily ſurfer with the exceſle thereof; 
ſo all the /ighr of our underſtanding and reaſon (as 
ſome report the Srarrs to contribute their Brare: 
{ toenlighren the /nfcrna/ls) ſhall ſerve only to i= 
' flameaReprobates ſou! ( who ſhall ſhut his eyes a- 
£ oainſt 
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WE ws , abuſe Nis Bleſs NG, and open chem only 
1 ro ter. in vanity. — 
And if the world(through ts deceits) be ſo hard 
a. | Task-mafter , to imply us in ſuch drudgery, ag 
® will at laſt make the beſt of our exjoyments become 
Y our r#12e ; ſurely, its ill uſage , and the very hard- 
1 ſhips of fin, ſhould make us weary of being fcrners.. 
Let us nor take the go/4 without thinking atall of 
l the Aſper. Let us take heed how we ſuffer our, 
! ſelves to be inſnared with the baits, honours, and 
| fading blandiſhnents of this world :, left we build 
|-like Swallows, who in Summer Iabour much to 
j erea houſes , bur with little {ucceſs of fruit for 
| poſtcrity, ſince forſaking us in Autumn, they leave 
| no other memory of them, bur of Morrer, Straw 
| and Dung; _— 
[The day of D:ath will come , be ic ſooner or | 
| later; the'P-5 is on the way, who bringeth the 
| date thereof; and what account ſhall we give for 
| -our- Ul- living. , and the abuſe of thoſe Creatures 
| which groa» againft us ? A thouſand rerrors, a thou- - 
| ſand affciehrful fancies will then befiege our heart : 
Fo tumultuous Army of difiraged thoughts willthen 
- eivean Alzrm to our reſt ; ſome ſhall decipher un- 
2 to us the fo/l:es of our youth ſome our Palaces ce- 
- mented with the ſwear and blood of the oppreſſed , 
ſome depaint unto 'us the day} of Judgement and . 
\ hell, -and'all the Goods which we have invaded el- 
. ther by violence or ſubtilry whereof we ſhall be 
ftript, and go to the judgement of God, deyoid of 
Riches, andloaden v ich accounts, 
| Thee d&lighe of our eyes, and the bequty A: 
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F ao God 1s [cen 1 his Creatures ;, the gteat abuſe of | 
| fleepeth by our /ide , {hall then leave us, to wreſtle | 


with death, and provide for our own ſafery, Our || 
Children ( tor whom perchance we pawn'd out |! 
ſonlsto all injuſtice, exhaulted our abilities ( like | 


che Spider) to make chem great) ſhall willingly our- | 


Tun the fteps of death to cloſe our eyes; and ſcarce || 
ſhall chere be found 1n the houſe ſome poor old 
woman to throws our 69dy ina winding ſheets to | 
| be pur into a Coffin; witle the /ord in. che mean 
while ( ſeparated from the body) ſhall be preſented | 
co the ju«/gemernt Seat of God, torecervethe inevi- 
table ſentence. Alas ! Doth he not ſleep a long and | 
deadly fleep, who is not awakned with the ſound of |} 
ſuch a Trumpet! | 
© rhen let us recotle&t our diſperſed and wll | 
laced affet:ons, ( hitherto deluded by the Riches, | 
Honours and Delights, whoſe luſtre attraRed and | 
poſſelt our heart ) and imploy them wholly in the | 
divine ſervice, 1t {tands With all reaſon, that we 
ſhould love the Giver more then the gifts. ; and 
him from whom we haveall thoſe things, more 
then the chin's themſclves. Let this diſſolute love 
and compliance then with worldly defires, be-. 
come chalt Plety ; Let us call home our devious 
and Aunzzg ate thoughts, which opinion and cu- 
flome have ſacly diftraced , directing our Love 
folts proper object, and beſtow it wholly on our 
Maker: for all that we can love, is his alone ; and 
therefore thoſe that do not love} him, deal moſt 
1njuriouſly, becauſc they cannor love any thing bur 
What is his, | 
Carnal * pirits indced bave much ado £0) conmer 
on 


| "ele; being 10 way good without his bleſs: Sing, A Y 
how'a man can become paſſiorare in the Ev of 'A 
| God, and think there is no affef#:07, but for tempo- |} 


ral and vifible 6&5»g5, But b-hold how rhoſe who © | 


are l2norant of the myſteries of Heaven, do talk! 
| what though God be Sprrir, and Ia body . though 
Heaven be ; a Countrey, wherein ws have no com- 4 
I merce-, though no Ships arrive from that Coaſt, } 
! chat 1t be ieparated from ours by a great Chaos; .: 
' Though: God be 1nſinite, and we Pnite Creatures ;_ 
1 though he be ſo highs and we ſo low; yet 18 it no 
I inſolency ro. think on what we are commanded ; 
| yea, if we place our /ove anywhere elſe, we may 
| fall wander, but never attain any true Kepoſe. - 
- "Our Svul ( which is the blaſt of his mouth , the # 
| Imageof his bounty, and the repreſentation of his 7 
| power wull not ſtay upon fle/}, bur 1s {till raviſhed 7 
' Witiythe contemplation of his beauty. It ſeeks for .! 
Hind; ft ſpeaks tobim in all Creatures 3 3 1t createsan 
| Empure in Bay; [ment , a H aven 1 Shipwrack.; To 
\. bevths intthis world £0 have 2 full fruitton of him in 
S the other... Ochow attraRive is the /ove of God)how . 

| - ſuddenly doth it rake away the vail from all mortal 
| cyes:! why then. do we not bear a more ſingular 
| affeRion to him? why ſhould we not be enamoured 4 
| of. ts Beauties ? way ſhould we not /igh after bis 4 
Ei ſecions 7 © : 
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Communion with God accompanied with unſ veaks 
_ able Light, Joy and Happineſs, | 


{A S there is no earthly Riches comparable to 
FE A kealth, \o there is not any /priritual wealth in 
the wo-1d comes nerr that oy and alacrity which” 
| Ged diſtilleth into a hearc truly and ſolidly devout , 
and freely unlooſeneth from earth to be reſigned to-? 
Heaven. L 
Th: oyl of con{ol ations ( (ſaith one) drieth up In | 
earthly veſſels ; but as for that Foz which is drawn © 
from Devotion, there 1s no veſſe/ here below well. 
able ro containit. O hoy neceſlary then is it that 
the heart break into /ghs , and diſſolve into deſires 
for the preſence of God ! And O thouſand times. 
happy are thoſe Souls, who having chaſed away al* 
the illuſions of vanity, behold with a clear and ſe-' 
rene exetheevyer to be ado red rayes Of Glory | 3 
Soltd De vorcon refreſherh thofe Rivers which run 
under the earth: they ſteal from the eyes of the 
world to ſeek for the CYCS of God ; they ſtudy ſoli- 
rude and retirements ; they are wholly (hut up with- 
in themſelves; and it often happens, that choſe on © 
whom we ſpeak /caſt on earth, are beſt known in 
Heaven. | _ ? 
And it there be any thing which maybe termed a 
Life 1n this world, or able to nouriſh our joy, and in- 
creaſe our comfort,is 1t not to {ive helily and purely 
- according to the Rules of Gods word, to be conſiant 
In the exerciſes cf Pcty, to be throughly reconciled 
tO Goa ? Nothing being ſo Majeſtical, delicious » 
gE# 


= 4 pron os to ;o Purity di H "wy Sv, J 
br -aleativg, as the contemPlation on him, Whig 'IF 
four "Fowl: liveth; and in 'whows ( after ſo many er- 
tors and fantaſees, which rurmoll our mzds in the 
/o iturbances of this world ) we in enjoy a ſweet and | 
Cenſible R-poſe into the peaceful harbour of a 200d _ 
Conſcience; ; and whereby our Soul! becomes a calm 

Sea,  beautified with the Rayes of a ſmiling Sw. © 
Conſider alas! in how ſad 'a condition thou art, if 
Gol rake not up the roomof thy heart; how ſoon 
| will the Devil take up bis reſidence there ? What a 
Lcage of unclean Birds will ic ſpeedily become 2 what 
noiſome lsſts, unruly Paſſions, and unbridled affeti- 
ozs Will there harbour > How will the worm of thy 
[Conſcience be alwayes gnawing ? What mighty 
Iwatchings, and continual "affrig htments will fill fol- 
low thee? Care will find thee in thy bed , and be__ 
ever pinned to thy filken Curtains, An inſtance 
whereof we bave in Vers, ( that barbarous Mon-. 
ter )who ( haviug ſo often dipped his hand in 400d) 
{ſought our a Bath of delights, like wicked (an, he 
Tan up. and down to pry into all the 1zyentions of 
the pleaſures of the world, to rid himſelf from the. 


| Arrow which Was in his + and to ſmocher i 1n 
himſelf an op1ninn of rhe Dia iults 


-Meditare further , that if God be not there in 


mercy, he will be in Juſtice, when thy ſoul 1s in-. 
| yulvedin the long web of thy fins, andasit were 


| overwhelmed in "the hahir of ungodlineſs, O how - 
| will it. ſeek for evaſions and fiarting holesj) How 
| willit . ( being inwardly tortnred and. ſconrged, and 
| become all ulcerons,, and bloody , and no longer 
| aþle. to contain within i ic ſelf)cxpariate in rhe plea- 
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ſures and de/:9hrs of the world, to diffolve her max 
ny eri-fs! She lookerh back upon the parh of ver- 
rue and holineſſ» , which ſhe hath forſaken, or ne-! 

ver troden, How willingly would ſhe acquit her: 
oy of Go4 from the b:liet of judgement, of hell, 
and the 1mmortaliry of rhe ſou! ! She crieth out, 
that there is none but God that aff:ferh her , and 
char ſhe mult neceflarily free her ſelt from him. 

Get hath v1iven us a hearr ofa larger laticude then 
the Heavens, only to be repleniſhed with himſelf; 
and ſhall we Nene | it with our own Vain Fancies ? 
Shall we lodve Go1 ( whom the whole world can- 
not comprehend ) in the narrow bounds of our fond 
vention? What 15this but to imirare thar ſenſelefs 

A mg XERXES who calt chains into the ſea » 
fo tie the Ocraz in Fetters ? or to become the Dj- 
ſciples of M ahomer, placing our Paradiſe in fruis, 
—_ and rich 7: reaſures, forgetting more ſpiris 
tual? yoJes, , 


One of th oreaceſt its that ever was under 


M. Awel, 4wonin che Heaven ( the Emperor An- 
[y 4 de vita ſus | £07184s ) in the forrh Book which 


he wrote of his own life, ſo much 
Sis age the retirement which a wiſe man 


;ech within himſelf, as that he afſureth us 1n 
all the Palaces, CORY O:chards, and all the 
delicacies of the world, thereis nothing ſo delizht- 
ful as rhe houſe of a good Conſcience. The cor- 
poral eye ( indeed) maketh its repaſt upon the beau- 
ty of the fields, rhe flow2rs, th heavens, the Stars, 
and the objetts of this worl ; but the eye of con- 
templatton{by the means of Prayer, and COmm:nen 


with 


Ss: "ud yay: ſpakabit ge wy 4 Rubvone, Fs "» 


Lich Goa) noutiſheth ir ſelf with. the excel/ency of 

Um, andthe perfetions of our blefſed Saviour, 

| Octhere, there at 1s, where man ( retiring him- 

Elf out of the ſalt waters of this word, liveth with 
Me dew of. heaves | There 1 1s 4 where our ſouls , 
@hich are wholly ſcattered in ſo overwhelming a 
Ihulcirude of affairs in this world, involve them- 

jelves with reſtand quietneſs, And never tell then 
ho we cnter-into a new world, a peaceable world, 
Frog ſmiling wich ſweet jeremy of air and radi 
tint Lights where with-a' pleaſins countenance , 
[ ve ſhall be no more rroubled at the affronts, con- 
hh mpts, and ungrateful returns of ev:/ wen, then the 
__ behold the cloud; which 1 it hard drawn out of 
, > mire Os | 
| FE 1s 11 this-7; emple of Repoſor; where we may be- 
hold all the Sarnts of God ( as Eng/es ina Dorin J 
purcharged with ſaſferings, but made invincible with 


the arms of patieace, We behold one afflited in | 


2loſs-of his- goods. another. in, the death of his 
Friends, another in his own body, another 1 in-hisre- 
ptation, another in all; all-thar' is: morral ſhrinketh: 
bnder s»juries ; but: all theſe arrows 20 nb further 
then the ſuperficiesof. the skin, "without rouching. 
The. conſtancy of a' well-compoſed mind , which 
feeth all under his feer. . They may cake from him 
the aſpe& of his morcal epes » bur. cannot. deprive 
him of -his own Light, | | 
© What is it then which: remains, when not only 
alt the Ornaments: and Aouriſhes of life , and the 
painted fireams of mortality, which paſs away with 
| the current of time, bur all orher Honours, power, 
=—_ a , 1I- 
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pomp, and hamane happineſs, (hall prove brittle, } 
;nconltant, and have their period, yea their me.|! 
mory blotted out > Surely nothing, but the bene}! 
we reccive from the few hours we ſpend in prayer ,| 
and the Exerciſes ofa pioxs life , the return where- | 
of is great and profitable ; ſeeing what we this way 
{ow in the minutes, and ſpare portions of a fgw\ 
yeals , grows UP tO (rowns and Scepters 1n a nappy 
and glorious Eternity 3 the fruit which otherwiſe | 
comes from the many dayes of pleaſure and vanity, ' 
being very liccle; for we ſcatter much,yet we gather 
but ſmall profic. | 

It (hall not be long until the Stars (hall fall fron 
Heaven , and che Sun {hall not rejoyce to run its. 
couric;the beauty of the firmament ſhall be dark-. 

ned, and the freſhneſs of the earch fade away ; Ri- 
vers ſhall fall aflzep, our riche(t- Minerals prove } 
abortive, the mourning world ſhall waſte away un: 
der darkneſs and fterility , and the whole Family 
of nature( miſſing their checiſhins Beans hall pe- 
r1(h and decay. 

Then only, when all thinos are vane, or ( at 

leaftwiſe) I ;ok ſadly round ahout us , ſhall wefnd. 
now excellenc a thing it is to haveGod for our friend; | 
Vertues and comfortable D;ſcourſes are like- 
friends neceſlary in all Foreures ; bur thoſe are the 
beſt which are friends 'N Our £ adne ſses, and able to 
ſupport us in our ſorrows and work accidents. 

The enjoyment of Gods preſence, is the inſepata- 
dle companion of the godly ; it isthat which ſugareth 
all our Fears, ſeaſoneth all our griefs , diſſolveth 
all our parrs ; 1t 18 a perpetual Banquet , a Chriſtal 
Sp T1 ge 
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with unſpeakable %y bd H apPine , © 2 

Foring of inexplicable contentments which begin in * 
k v1 his world, and are often felt, even in C hain, Pit- 
Yons 'and Perſecutions. O happy then are thoſe, 
iy ſhill h:re lead no other /;fe, then that of God; 
"" the knowledge of God ! andof the love of God ! 
What ſoar laſt, when the n urtarin of the great T a- 
P ernacle (ſhall be drawn, when we ſhall ſee : God tace 
A 0 face, glorious beyond the Avgels , ſubtile as a 
2aj of Light, radiant as the Su», ſwift as the Wings 


th of. T, bunder , we may for ever enjoy hin in a Pa- 
hace of ineflimable glory... 


M 
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| 1 Tis is our FL fault to | Sw, the changes of 


| & humane ch:»gs, the beginnings , pro, ceſſes, and 
| che iſſues of world. affairs and not to penetrate 
| further ipro the admirable workzngs. of Gods pover, 
{| The Su» is oreat,. and there is no creature ſo little | 
| which partaketh not of its ;»fluence; bur the Sun of 
| Grace. penetrateth into the darkeft obſcurities, It 
| finds out a man,. and with its ayes ſpeaketh ( as iT 
| were) unto him- with: ſo many rovgves from hea- | 
| yen. Itſpake to Herod, after the murder of ſo. 
3 many- thouſand [zrocents ; and it ſpake ro Ners 
c- in 2 mind troubled with the Image of his cr:1mes., | 
> Sr, Auguſtine therefore diſcourſin., of the preſence. 
of Ged, ſaich, That of neceſstry it behoveth us to be. 


DErtnand ; ſeeing We aTc. perpetually diſcovered by 
3 xe of of that great Providence , from whom Hell 


2 
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it ſelf hath not 4arkneſs enough to hide us, . "Andi ; 
an antient Wricer tels us , that to prevent and ex-Y 
tirpate /i», while we are in this Mortal Habitation, 
folded up in fle;h and blood, 1t bzhoverh every one | 
to figure to himlelf a great eye alwayes warchful | 
upon his eAFfrons ; and an car alwayes open to | 
oZſerve all his words ;; and an hand ever writing 
and ſummoning up the account of our works,” | 
But wretched Creatures as we are ! being igno- | 
ranr of that divine Providence ( which marveliouſly 
r:1leth over mankind ) how do we blame 1ts work- ! 
ings, Which ſhould rather fiir up our admiration, | 
chen invice our cenſure ? One complains the worlds | 
wealch is not equally divided , and-that the wicked | 
have alwayes the greateſt & ſhare ; : Another cries out, 
Taoac 1t commixeth Slaves w! th Kings; andin the 
{ revolution of time, cauſeth the one ro ſprino + | 
E | .the ocher., Oim »udenc boldneſs! as if we would, 
| | ſeemto look more narrowly into rhe world. the 
he that made ir , and no: rightly weighing rye 
wonderful de/ions of his Providence.) 
What a high detign of Gods Providence do. WE 
} findin Teſeph, wh o was tranſported from the con- 
| dition of Shepherds, robe.made the ſecond perſon | 
ot a great Kinodom? And how many og doth 
ſacred Scripture afford us in this kind ? And ſhall 
Ve murmure, and cry out againſt the Government 
of a ſ#pream cauſe, and ſay, That Els are ſecn 1 
the World, which would not be, if a God[ all g00d, 
all wiſe ] took care of thinss temporal ? | 
Shah: we dare'( Simn-rs 2s we are) to lifr up an 
armed hand again{t that omnipotent God, who till 


appears 


af 4 by eying "of Gods Prov lies. £ 49 FJ 
jappezrs for our £o0a | ? Blind and inſenſible Fugitives) _ 
"Whither ſhall we rucn; not to meet the: Reproaches 

| of. our cr1795 ?. Surely to ſpeak nothing of the hea- 

| vens motions,of ch2 nece{iary dep pendahce of Crea- : 
' tures, of the Ar: ncecture: Of hs world Ts 31. ; 
| order and end of every thinv, of Miracles » Pre= I 
di&tions ,. and other_Arg -uMenis to prove divine 

| Providence , IT 1s afficiently eftabliſhr by- thoſe 
Proofs wherewirh men encezvour to ruine it, being - 

| as Arrons, hich alwayes recoil back uvon them- 

| ſelves, AndO the wiſdome of God, who cauſern 
the{arrs of thoſe. who thus 1nvade his greatneſs, ro. 

E. recu n avainf? them rhac ſhoot chem 1 
* © Why doth man then complain of the evil where. 1 
bf hes the Aurhor ? Why ſhould our diſtruſtful - 

| Reaſonings blind us , and. ali-nare us from tne know- 


happy > for wh More cnintorreble then to receive 


Life, Being and Motion from his Boſoxz2, in which . - 
| he bearerh and: preſerverh us? yea without whoſe 
| permiſſion , a Tree loſeth not alcaf ; the Head, one 
| Of its haxrs ; nor the air, the laſt fly or Bird, 
| Alte I 4 | 
 - Mans reafon#T doth often propound , but God 
Þ (who catcherh the Sabrile 1n rheir evices, and over- 
throws the deſigns of the wicked to eſtabliſh his 
own Connſels upon their ruine ) turneth all ro the 
good of his own peopie, Dolſt thou rhen diſtruſt thy 
: ow condition?O have a recourſe to God, refign. thy. 
felf wholly upto his advice, and thou ſbalc a-thou- 
- ſand times bleſs 'the hour of this reſolurion. He 
_ will drayy you out. from the ſnares, bardſhios and . 
Boz mm Oo difficulties 
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difficulties, and repoſe you In ſafety on his own | 
CMou:tain : O great felicity ! O infinite happinels! ? 
Ah! Why argue you then thus with your own. 
thouchts, Iam poor , fince God ts the plemtud: of | 
Toy, an abundance which never fails ; a Sweetneſs * 
incorruplible , a Fe. | which conſumerh not ; a Pa- | 
radiſc of perpetual comforts, eacompaſled with the ' 
River of Molt pure content. nts) Thy thoughts too | 
often contend for worldly Prile ; O what 15 higher | 
then he who fits upon T hkrones, and makes Heaven | 
bow under the ſhadow of his Majeſty ! Arc thou | 
taken with che beauty of the world ? O how atcra- 
ive is that beauty , which can on a ſudden take a- | 
way the veil from all mortal eyes, and place it on } 
hinſe!f | would(i thou fain live ſoft and peacefully ? | 
where wilt thou tind that repoſe out of God ? fince | 
it 1s he who 1s engnlphed in the de/zghts of a pure | 
cranquiihity, 
Ir hith vainly been ſaid by ſome, That it were but 
reaſonable , 1t God (to make himſelf beloved ) 
would become v1; ble ro men; fince he 1s'a Secret fo 
hid'en, that our poor {pirit finds more confuſion | 
een Light inthe ſceking for him ; whoſe mouths : 
May be {t5pt with that excellent ſaying of Triſme- 
pw , Hold thy peace ( vain man! ) and if thou ? 
haſteyes, confeſs God is viſible, ſhewing himſelf * 
In a3$ many Mirrors as there are Creatures in the 
world ! 
_Ler us bur ſee how, & (tudy nature in all ics works, 
<t us behold the beauty of fields, the luſtre of flow- 
977, the pleaſantneſs of fruits, and the fertility of 
cotal nature, and we need be no great Philoſophers 
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B "wh 4 b & eying Gods Providens. ES V1 1 
| to | underſtand ( in ſome meaſure ) the perfeltions of 
| the Work-man. Ler us look on thoſe Cob-web 
; Lawns; which compoſe the body of frowers with 
| ſuch exquiſite delicacy ; thoſe wire which curle on 
| the Current of Ryvers ; thoſe colden and Azure 
| ſhels, which make /oag ings for fiſhes more glorious 
| then So/omons Temple ; thoſe gence weſtern Biaſts 
{ which brinz comfort and health on their wings ; 
| thoſe buge mountains of Seas and Ice, and the 
| vaſt extent of the Plazns, and how quickly ſhall we” 
FE acknowledge an 2 + finite P rovidence| | 
| © Surely be muſt never have ſeen the Sz; who hath 
FE | nor 4 knowledge and love of God ; nor beheld the 
Mom, or thoſe lefler eyes of Heaven, ( with ſo 
| 'many artificially varied eMeteors ) who will nor {| 
| with the blefſed P:opher) cry out, 7 he. Heavens | 
| Ueclare the glory-of bes /o aud the £3 diligent ſheweth | 
bis bandy wk.) Nay further, to ſpeak rruly , he 
| that admireth no: him who lizhrech vp the /ars , 
"like ſo many Candels; who creareth Crowns in 
Heaven, and Rain-bowes in the Air; intheearth 
* iFrasrs and Flowers; and 1n the Sea, \ Pearls ; - and 
onthe Rocks, Diamomds ; who puts vigour into all | 
prog Creatures ; - whoſe P-eſence cauſerh chearful- 
neſs, and whoſe abſence bringeth melancholy and 
| horror | Into all Nature ; and who conteſlerh nor all 
That is ſeen, all thar 1s heard , all thar is rouched , 
recounts: not unto us the love of our Maker, and 
muſt needs have lived like a hog with his head in the 
 #wire, and his ezcs in the Trouz ohyto ſay, he knowerh 
_ hor what the Divirity 15. E 
© pe A goodiy ins is it, even as ic we'e to. 
E + 1 hl # 


-2 Our greateſt ( omfort ond C ontent. 


elk face to face with the Almighty In thoſe oreat | 
Forrelis of the world ! to diſcourſe with the mur.. 
mr 10 watets and the warbling ot Birds in the | 
[weets eſs of heavenly (olitude and repoſe ! there it | 
ie where Goa accoialteth us on all fides, and out : 
So:1 is (tired up with Divine thoughts,and diſchare- 
in2 itſelf of earthly matrer, entreth i into great com- þ 
merce with heavenly /z:elligences. | 
Have we yet the heart to ſay, We have not fa- | 
miltarity enough with God , whom merhinks we. | 
meer ever vwhere with a hundred arms and as ma- | 
ny hands {tretched out to do us good, there being | 
neither place, room, time nor moment, which is | 
not HI with his boat} behold thy ſelf cloathed with 
his wool, fed with his ſtore, warm'd by tis wood, } 
atrcended by his ſervants ; thou hiveſt in him, thbu 
breatheſt by him, and haſt nothing withour hi:n z0 
Tny Gs OaVE thee nothing R _ ( chough as 


Initr uments ) were no way che cauſe of thy hap- 


pincts ; they came Poor into the worid rhemſclves, 
and fro!r it datly return inco the Juſt. 


Whur remains then, bur as thou eyeſt, ſo chow | 
love this infinite Providence > Stay not on the | 
workmanſhip, but let the Spirit Aly ro that hidden | 
Spirit , which diſtributech it ſelf throughout the * 
whole vorld 2 When thou contemplateſ(t the world, 
{tick no: on the boy of the Sz, the Stars , the E- 
tkemcnrs, th- Sroacs, the Plane! :, Minerals, or other 
C 7eas res but ltrive to penetrate ints- rthar ſecret Spr- 
71t,which with tuch adn -able pover,raviſhing ſweet 

Nets, and Incomparable harmony, infinvatethi it ſelf 
TNereunto, O how ſhoul laſt thou infinitely love bim, 


be- 


cauſed by eying Gods Providence, = 's Pr 


| | becauſe he is fair, and hath made all the beantie* 

N which are preſemed before thy eyes ! or wert thou 

UW notrouched with his beauty, how ſhould his Goo 

My eſs, Wiſdome , and continual benefits ſoften thy 

Wo Laftly, Lec us fix all our depetidetices on Coli) in- 

WM finite Providence;neither ler us diſtruſt his. aſiftance 

© in our greateſt Fraights, What is It we may not 

ky hope for, and expe& from a God who hath all the 

W world art his ſervice to help us , and hath formerly 

ly encreaſed our confidence with ſo many worders? 

il was is not by bis command rhat burning Pillars walk-. 

& edinthe Ar to ferveasa Srandard for fix hundred 

k thouſand fighting men ? thar the Sea parted in ſun- 

tk der , and divided i it ſelf into two Banks of C:ry/tal, 

| to make. 2 defence for his people ; that the ons of 

= Hcaven ſhowred down. bread of «Angels; thar |- 

Y Rocks opened their fides to pour out fountains char 

| Fles and Caterpellers Rey © Leg10ns « of people » J 

that the Sz, ſtood (till in the m dt} of his Career 3 

{ that a Whale became a Temple for a Provhert, and 

| that Sepulchers yielded up their dead alive ; And. 

ſhall not this teach us, that as there 1s nor any thing 

| limited in his mercy, fo there 1s nothing impoſſible 

| to his power ? - 

_- He thar faith may, favs all vanity; * bur ( 200d 
God! ) whatdo we ſay when w2 name thee | Do 
we not. include infinite Science, Jultice, Goodneſs, 

_ Power and Mercy ? yet wretched and. blind as we 
are! ever bowed down to the Earth \ and deveſied 
of Heavens Light ! How do-we meaſuie God by rh- 


| Ell | of mn? Ho! 'k ao Wwe cloth him afcEr 017 faſhion) 
E 3 and 


m 64 Te Service of God 15 the beſt, pleaſanteſf 'Y 
| and hold that impols1ble to the D 21n:ty, which our} 

1raerſtanding cannot compienen«! | 
But away(vain Soul ) with all thy curtofittes : Let! 

us lean in allthin.s to fix our {elves on the will of: 
theO anipotent:Let us ſubmit to his Dire&ion, who! 
 eoverneth the valt frame of Heaven. Tet us adore 
that Providence which holdeth che Helm of the; 
{ns ver(”; Let us behold ic as 4 burning Pillar In 
the Wilderneſs of this life, Iris our Support, our} 
Sweetneſs, our Comfort ; 1t 1s that which cooleth ! 
our Ardours, drieth our Tears, and breaketh our} 
Bonds. If we be in darkneſs, it is Light; it ing! 
Labyrinth of errors, 1t 1s the thread that ouiderh} 
us; if in danger of Ship-wrack, 1t 1s the haven; Þ 
yea, if we be 1n \ the oates of death, 1t 18 Life : where. | 
as on thz con raty , what joy can he have ( nay, } 
what Furies, what Tormentors hath he not in} 
the midit of his troubled heart ) who hath God! 
for his encmy , and feels his divine Juſtice to | 
ſhoor li:htninvs, and ſhake thunder over his head ? | 
May we not ſay , there 1s not a moment of fits } 


life which 1s nor lteeped in che birterneſs of his | 
foul ; 


Cm mmm ooo 


Tha che Service of (od rs the beſt, pleaſar ante {f z and} 
moſl gabuf ul Service. | 


ID mas but throuvhly conſider the benefits he 
hath received from God ; as thoſe of Crea- 
tion , Redemption , Conſervation and Vocation 3 
2nd more particularly, the gifts of his body, of = 
ſoul , 
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F ., andmoſt gainjul Service, | 55, MY 

foul, of nature, of capacity, abiliry, induſtry , */ 
dexterity, authority, offices, means , credit, repu- 
W ration, good ſucceſs of affairs, andſuch Ike, which 
Mare given him from heaven , how might he cry Gut 
WT with-the Princely Prophet, Lord, Phar is man that 
ll thos art minaful of him, or the Son of mas that thou 
MI ſo regardeft him) yea, in the admiration of h's in- 
IF finice mercy and goodneſs , to make him the belt re- 
IN curn of his ſervice, praiſe , thanksgiving and Obe- 
m—_— = ___. 
= Surcly, 22an beholding what he 1s, what he hath 
W-been, what hz will be, and what will become of 
M him *from whence he PIOC :eceth, whether be ,o- 
W erth; yea, if he do bur that which Reaſon dicateth- 
2 10 him, how ſuddenly will he rake up 4 reſolur on, | 
neither to have vein, ſfinew, nor artery which rend- 
4 .cthnot to its chief en4,even the ſervice of God, to 
| conquer his Paſs:0s; and no longer to ſerve Crea- 
WW :cxre5, butſo farforth as he ſhall know them proti- 
I - table to lead him ro his Creator. 1 
| Ocdidhe but conſider the Paſ510» of the Son of | 

| . God ,; that bottomleſs Abyſs of delours, fcorms, 

| love, mercy, wiidome, patience, humility and cha- 

| rity, who ever would open his mouth to complain | 

f © of doing roo much , of ſuffering too much, of be- 

{ing roo much abaſed,ro2 much deſpiſed, too much 

}  turmoiled for his ſervice, who was delivered over , 

{ and abandoned for him to ſo painful labour , ſo hot- 

| rible confuſions , ſo inſupportable Torm-mis! O | 

my God | my wounded God ! So long as 1 fee thy, | 

Wounds , 1 will never live without admiring thy | 
Lowe | ACTON 7 = 
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O how many are there who ſuft-r tor hell all thoſe | 
pains Which 5t. Pu! endured tor heaven! Who be. | 
come the vlavesof a thoaland talie Dezries for not 
reflecting 51 the true D-wimity t Such is the life of 
choſe th:t have alienated themſelves from the life of. 
Gov ; who have picteticd the Fecters and Onions ! 

of -1y07 , betore the liberty and rewards of the | 
heaven.y $791 ; who have lett the garden of Para- 
"THe ro wander in the 0a:dens of 7 antal us ; Surely | 
7” .ce 15 commonly waited on with a molt painful 
lite ; and 1t our endeavour be nor to ſanRihe it by 3 
Vertite, there 1s found a nell anticipated where Hea- | 
VenisS ma? ned. 

For out alas ! How do we paſs over bleody daycs, | 
and reſtleſs ni-hts? How do we drop ſweats of 
death , Jive wretehed , (Willow affronts , praiſe all ! 
that 1s blame worthy , and condemn all that 1s | 
Jaudable ; fAarter, lye , diſemble , and ofcen times | 
ſerve for a mocking ſtock, as an «pe tied to a clog, * 
and at laſt itk> a decayed Servings man ( who hath 

lon; ftond like an old Pillar of a ſomb, ar his Ma- 
ters Elbo'y |) depart with no other wages then .1- 
lecanders Hlarterer , or Dionyſims his Claw-backs! | 

Wherzcas we ſhould have found much more con- 
tent in the conlijeration of the ſinall reward the | 
wo-1 will at alt afford us: for after the Devil hath 1 
deceiv'd us with his falf and alurino remprations , | 
the { 7eſÞ hath betrayd us with its fzire blandiſh- - 
ments, and tne wor/d be(towed on us its be5t bene- 
volence, ( whichizto turn us #4hed out of it into 
our Grave) there will nothing remain to us but 
cNe Wages of ſin, which is death, and the ſad re- 

membrance 


"on moſt gainful Se crvice, - yy - 7 "IF 
nite of thoſe Heuveluy Manſions , out of } 
which we ſhall be for ever excluded. 


14r is an unſpeakable comfort, to have the eyes of 
God for witneſs of our [ufferings ho i is lo well able 
£O rePay us wich his comforts, Thoſe valiant Chan- 
 prons ,. who formerly contended in the Olympick, 
Games , when: they felt their skin to ſmarc, 
| their blood to diop, and their bones ro crack, 
' were much comforted to ſee upon one (1de he 
' Fadges of their Combates firting to conſider their 
merit, and on the other, Crowzxs placed aloft before * 
them, whoſe luſtre charmed their pains by the hope 
| of Glory. | "" 
. Who then would nor cucn away his eyes from 
what he /uffers, and perpetually fix it upon the re- 
| ward | who would not fight with cheatfulneſs,being 
already certain of the vittory ? Abrave Caprain ſaid 
- t0-2 Soldier who died with nm, Althouoch thou. haſt 
been unknown all thy life, ir is no ſmall matter for 
thee to die this day with thy Maſter. And who 
would not hold it for a grear x Mon tohavethe Son 
_of God for Captain, for SpeQator for Companion, | 
and for Rewarder in all his afliftions ? who would 
. not account it a oreat dignity to be daily crucified 
with him? to ditend his hands and arms upon the = 
Croſs, In with-holding them from Violence ,. Ra- 
pines, Ruincs, wherewith to0 often we are tranl- 
ported! to fetter our feet, and hinder them from 
_ . running afcer the unbridled deſires of our heart! to 


make bitter our Toneue, in ſubduing the pleaſures of 
out'taſt ! ro have our body covered with Wounds, in 


- Apereling" the incitements of feſ by a holy more:fi- 


cation | ' 


4; "F< ail T] e Sermice of God is t he beſt pleaſ, anteſf bk. 
/ cation! To leſſen our ſelt by the contempr of ho- | 
' nour, according to his example! 2 
Do you not think , thac which comforted our | 
Saviour on the Croſs in that bottomleſs Abyſs of ' 
calumnies and dotouts, was a Mirror of Glory, 
Where he ſaw all hts ſreff er19 5 1N (Crowns ? Benold 
the cout ſe then that we mult ta«e | To [tay alictle on * 
the preſent , and relt in a (trong apprehenſion of 
the future, and ever to have theſe words of St, 
P.ulin our heart , Our light affliclion which is but 
for a moment, worketh for HS A far more exceeding 1 
arid eternal wespg ht of glory, PA Cor.4. I'7. ? 
Why then do we (o infinitely labour ro a10rn our |} 
ſelves with the mire and durt of the Indie;? to wit, .! 
with gold and filver. Why do we hunt after the gloty ? 
and honour of the woy/d, which 1s but a meer coun- 
terfert ſemblance, in recardof the rewards of Hea- 
ven? why dowe like little Children make ſo much 
ado adout Batrcy-flies? All theſe comforters will 
prove but burtheniome ro thee : If thou ſeek thy 
Creator, thou canlt not ſee any Creature without 
orief and anxiety. O then ſeek not Riches, ſeck 
_ not Treaſures, ſeek not men, ſeek not Angels , but | 
ſeek him who hath made all. 2 
Gregory Nazanzen meditating upon the Love of |} 
God, thus expoltulateth with himielf, Tell me con- * 
fhdently ( O my ſoul ) what thou defirett, for I will | 
pleaſe thee; thou wouldſ perchance have Grges bis 
enchanted Ring LO 241N a Kin2dom : thou wouldelt 
have all that is in thy hand changed into gold, ac- 
cording to the defirc of fabulous 1ydas ; Thou 
Wouldett covet Palaces (tuffed with gold and filver , 


rich 


= 
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F : | and moſt gainful Service, T ('59W 
l Ach. poſlefimns , curiofities , bondleſle NOS: J 
Poor -  xltrafted men ! dot thou not ſee thar thy 

God 18 all thar , and above all that , and incompara- 

bly more then that ? Thy God is the true riches , the 
Y true glory , thy true repoſe ; without him all th 
'F bleſſor 1»gs Would be curſes, and with him all thy affl;&- 
4 ons may be rurned 1 into F el; Icaties. 
vl aſides hadſt thou no other re947d for all thy ſer- 
E vices , then _ mayeſt find in thoſe few _ of I 
St. Fobs. God Solved the world that he  -: 
'Y Joann: A. 3 


; Sic deus dilex- gave h1s ney begotten Son. O Prodigie.O 3 

EE undui. ſuperabundance of love ! Tf God ſhould : 

Lic. only appoint abirdto bring thee news -! 

F-' of thy reward.1n heaven,would 1t not ſeen tO thee to 

| deſerve many thanks ? but if what a reaſonable crea- | 

| rure? what if a man be endowed with all manner of | | 
excellencies? whatifan Aneel? if what an Archangel, | 


| aCherubin; a ſeprhain? what if all che Ang oels 
| and all the bleſſed ſpirits ? .yet are all theſe 1n com- 
| pariſon of his So» bur as a little drop of water to the - 
whole Ocean, who in the great zzy/tery of his reſnrr- 
ret 1on (being enlig hrned With ſplendour , and -mak- _ 
| ing the fouldiers ſhiver for fear ) told them that + 
| ſought him , Behold, I have overcome , all power is 
| given to me in braven, and 1n carth; I come to wipe 
.. away you! Teares, to make your faces brig ht-ſhining; 
 *] come nat to vive you the Riches, and poſſefiions of - 
the world, but I come to put you into poſſeſſion of _ 
an Sy, felicity. 
_ Medirate further , that we have nothing of our 
: ſelves but ignorance , weakneſle , vanity , 20d mi-_ 
_ fery; Thane 1 We arc wholly God's; that 1 iets3 ſacriledge 


FO 


if; * The Serance 0 f God is the beſt pleal, anteſt be 
| God! to whom belongs the afflicted boa * i; it nol 
to live for our {elvis and that we cannn!: have '» 
worle malt cr ro .erve , ren our wr) [1herty, St, eM us 
o4ſtirze meditarin2 upon the goodneſle, knowled.e, | 
and petfections of God , brake out in theſe wards, | 
Alas! ] hav br gun Ver) [atc to {erwe thee; # veauty | 
ETEY ancicnt , Rt bennty eVer new, £00 [ate have F| h.9un | 
to love thee ) Thiu wert within , and Thwe ſucht | 
thee without ; and have caſt my ſelf with ſ:ch yinl-nee © 
upon theſe created beauties, without knowl eage of the 
Creatour, todeform ani defile my ſelf daily more and | 
more! | 
O the comfort ! O the ſweetneſs then to be 
found in the cnjoyments of the preſence ofGod)what 
1s 1t that debarreth us from the compleating of this : 
comfort ? Alas! are they nor the needleſſe feares * 
and jealouſies 3 which Satan ſtarts 1n our apprehenſi- \ 
on? O! ſaith he, if you vive your hearts to God, 
if yon think him the b?/? maſter to ſerve, farewell 
all, now Mult you take a finall ſeave of all comforts 
and contentments 1n the world | hereafter ( ſaith 
ne) you mult look to live a diſnall, dreary,doleful, 

_ aiſcontented and diſconſolate life! no ſpark of plea- 
ſure , mitth or jollity ; nothing will follow but a 
Iiflefle , heartleſs life. O poor pretences ! O falſe 
excuſes ! can thy /4/ ever be acquainred with that 
virgmmn and clanhed joy, untill thou haſt eiven up 
thy heart ro God, who is the beſt rewarder of thoſe 
that love him, and in the heeping of whoſe Teſtime- 
mes theye 18 great rewar | 

Tructi1s, it will retrench and hinder the mock- 
mth of the world, which ends in mourning ; twill 
Þ- -- p” drown 
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4 46 weſt oatrfull Svcs, or il 
Grown the exrravigances of carnall pleaſures, wheres 
Fin wicke d men lay « out their ſoz/s ; bur the Tree of | 
true joy y will provethe berter for ca:r:vg off theſe 
Iſuperitious ſuckers, Pſal. 4 6. 7. Yea It is thar 
I winch Put more pladneſ, elnto Davids Peart then hes 
[cor nz and wine encreaſed. 
© thenler, usgo on with a oreat, and conſtant 

| ref ſolution-in the ſervice of God » as thoſe who 

| have his infinice Power ſor our ſupport , who is 
T5 faichfull in his Promiſes as rich in his Re- 

| wards}, Then 0} is it that the Soul ( having * 
| diffivared che Clonds , and darknefle of this 4 
.worid with the divine Ray's of the Sur of righ- 
| teouſneſs , and being wholly clad- wich 'the clear 'F 
| :ght of that hope which cauſerh it to expe& the . 
| bleſſings of another /;fs ) can ſay with che bleſ- 

| ſed Apoſti ) Te Me to Ive is Chrift , and to die 

L os Calne - 

|  Thendo we OW Hop for chat we ſee not, when 

| | ab patience we wait for it, and can reft aflured,, 
| Rom. 8, 25. lo wrrs, 32. Thar God who {pared a0t 
| his*ewn Sen, will "_ him alſo freely grue us all 
| Pr and at faſt -pronounce that comfortable 


| ſentence, Fear not little flock.it 35 Tur Fathers will to 
| give Jou a Kingdoms TT 
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Withour ſelf-denyall , and the taking up of ** 
C hriſt C:ols . we CAn have 10 Intere(t in . 
Chriſt. 


3 = firlt leſion we have co learn, 1s, to tike up 
Z ourcroſs an | follow him,wvhoſe whole life was x 
life of ſufferiog from the Cradle to the grav: , and 
from his birch to his buriall, Delſercs and 
mountains were the Schools of the Prophets who lo- | 
ved their Sxck-cloth more then thet ji/h. Alas the - 
world 1s nor {t:ewed wich Roſes | neither have we a- 
ny (urer Way LO reaca Heaven z then by a Crown of 
Tho-ns; mingle then thy /fohs with the ſufferings of 
thy Saviour , and oh what ſweetneſle (halt chou find 
in t ny aſfi:cF:ons! LAG 
We thall never mzet wich ſolid contentment of. 
mind , bur by the wayes the Saviour of the world 
hath (heed us on earth, to trasfer us to heaven; 
we are here blow as nightingarles on Thorns , oras 
litele Halcyons on the cremb in2 Waters 5 OuTC beſt 
 Toyes are amongſt holy T:ars, & our greateſt delights 
In auſterities of /:fe. To live without Cy9ſ:s 1s hike a: 
dead S:a, which breedeth nothing but (tench and | 
ſterilicy; w2 are cailed ro Chriſtianity, to bear the | 
markes Of Our crucih:d Saviour on our fleth, andas | 
Ic were 1Mpreſled with the charaRers of div 1n* love, 
O then lc us carefully preſerve our ſelves from p*o- 
{ticutins our members to ſe»ſuality, which are made 
robe th2 Temple of the living God 1 and then no 
doubr in the mid(t of thoſe ſmartinv dolours , which 
ovVel*+ . 
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3 "Wihour "the edit þ np of Chit cro ſt, 7 634 | Y 
Yover-run out body, and the affiftions which affaile © 
Tour mindes, we ſhall receive unſpeable comforts, 


2nd be reduced from aſhes and the dunghill of this 
j world, like a Phenrx from her Tomb. 


© my dear Saviour ! how doſt thou honour, and 
_——_ thoſe who faithfully ſerve thee here? and 
d who would nor think himſelf moſt happy by follow- 
[ 10g. _ example , toparticipate of thy Crowns ? O 
[7 # | who makeſt a Paradice ſpriny from thine. 
{ eyes | who diſtille(t hony from Roſes, Dor the com- 
| fort of thy Elc&, never * ſhall we ſufficiently know 
| [weetreſſe without thy ſufferings | +- þ 
"Was ir.nor thatalone , which mounted Tofeph up- NF 
- onthe triumphant Chariot ofP haraoh,by priſons and | 
| Fetters? David to the Thron oi Sax! , by many per” | 
; from being the inhabitanc of a noyſom | 
1 dunehill , to be RO0Ss. 7Y by the lights of his patl= | 
1 ence? thoſe ſhowers of ſtones , which EnNCOmMP aſſed 3 
| Sr. Stephey, to be turned into Rubies and Diamond? C 
|. was it not that which comforted all the Marryrsin ; 
| their hideous T orments, when their ſouls were torn . 
{ out of their bodies with incomparable violence? 
F  Alltheſe, like ſweet ſpices , rhe more _ 
A their odonrs 1 for being pounded in the Morter of affli= 
| lions, Theſe are they , whoin the los of Rs E 
' goods, conſidering the oreatneſs of Eternall Riches, 
_ cry out; my God! fince ir is thy wilt todeprive me y 
| of my outward goods, I renounce them with all my 
| heart; O Jeſus thou: art all}my riches, and with thee; © 
." am content in the want of all other wealth)all wealth 
b-- . which. 1s5not in thee is penuty; And if w2 are tor- 


B mented with bodily pain > WE preſently 67 out my 


| o 64 we can have no Irtereſt ;- Chriſt, I 
BY to thee? is not this one Of thy members 2 Q bleſſed: 
God | whata brave thing is Jo to read theſe ( hargs: 
#zrs, where I ſee thy Trophies 1mprinted on my. 
body , and written in my blood ? At who'would not 
endure a MOM2n:'s parry for the enjoyment of ever« | 
[x(t 1:9 Mercy ! : , 

Wretched S»:/ | art thou not grieved then ro. 
lead a life un enemy to the Croſs of thy Saviour, 
odious to reaſon, and inſupportable ro men ? doth | 
i: (Cem to thee that thou arc born to ſeek joy & cons 
eencmeint 2 ſurely thou muſt never look to find it? 
buctunder the B.cancy of Chriſt ; the conrencinent } 
which commerth of thnegs drive ( hike the wine } 
of Palms , which maketh man temperate , and all 
other wines unſavory ) blotterh out the memory of 
all tenſuall deleCtation, one ſoul pleaſure takenin | 
heavenly obj:&s, isa rhou:and tiinzs ifore to bee | 
teemed then all the contencments of the world, 
whoſe bit fruition is bur diſturbance , whoſe de- 
 fre1s norhiny but fire and fory, 

O ſoul truly penuriours ! worthy of all che Pover= } 
ties Of earth, whom the Riubes of heaven cannot ſuf- | 
fice ! what halt thou to do with thoſe itan5in.! pud- | 
ales of Egypt , which do oniy enflame :h1:tt 1n thy } 
verres 2 Wit thou never ſeek for thy refreſhment in 1 
the © Literns of B-t h:lem 6 O waar a ſhame ts ic k tar 
a ſos/ created for the delight of God, who is all 200d 
and bounty, ſhould fx its contentment on any colt» 
temptble thing , and nor think it ſelf tarre hapyier, 
environed with difficulties , roſs! wit? 2ffliions » 
anl cracing the thorny life of Feſws Chrift V | 
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a ivithont the brite 2p wy Chrig ow. &c "*55 
th ' What 7 2 to deſpiſe the Celeſtial pleaſures of our. -* 
wh javiours croſs, for a miſerable fancy of fading de- 
Wiohrs.: Ab ///uf0n ) Ab witch-craft ! what ſence 
| 8 there to. feaſt perpetually , and to live profuſely 
in the exceſſe of that , which we ſhall one day have. 
ppecaion to curſe ? 7: rajterous pleaſures 1 how _—_— 
9 Emntmies to the. croſs of Chriſt how may w 

Hee at the dore of the houſe of thetr Syrex dellabts, 
[590 {$a H ep»lchr: -s of fin, and concupiſence } 

i Fpcbold 7 ts wife » turned into a ſtatue of Salt ;\ 
ry ſtill cryeth out with:an erecnall voice , over 
\.che e burnniz Ruines 6f Sodom , Even for looking back 
2 voluptuous City, Behold thoſe Princes and 
| þ creat ones of the world , ſurfeiting with exceſs, and | 
| olurred with delights , even On their death- bed e- . 
[proached with ail their cr:mes, and hetr ” ns flying 

E 1h their face! : 
© Volnptuous 1 O exrnal creatures ! the rime then 

| will come when thole members wich thou woulli not. 
| crucifie by a holy mortification, on the croſs of Fe- 
3 fue, will be crucified on the croſs of the bad theif 
| Then wilt thou ſee whom thou haſt deſpiſed, againſt 
\ Whom thou btaſt ſpit, yea how thou haſt embraced 
| a dun2bill nl Zed of that 1dea', wherein thou 
' might* have ſeen the ardour of eteinall / ghrs,O 
my God ! vive me rather to partake of thee 1 in 
- "Sack-cloth , and aſhes , 1n Faſts, and- 
y Hh Mr he auſterities , or to meet.thee in the 
Lacbr#K mp = Thorny paths of the world ; then to © 
ovy have this rerurn'd me at lat, O thou 


on ſalvation | OC III On PIT PRE: ———_— 


_ Ungratefull to God, and Traitor t thy 


6  Vithout the talyrg up of Chrilts croſs |} 
| Owhata beauty is it co receive wo4z 1s in thoſe ? 
combares from whence floverh more glory then | 
blood ! O what creatneſle at laſt ro reap Palms 
in(tead of rhorzcs ! | | 

© What felicity to enter into thoſe battles, which 
arc ſure to be attended in th2 end with ſo many Lau- 
rels ) death it ſelf [the terfible of all rercibles ] ſh2w- 


ing a face all ſ/mz;/11g ro tnoſe who enter the liſts of 
their Savionrs {ufterinvs, 


h, 


Miny there are, who would 1mitate their Savi* | 
oxr in his Pover'y, yer arc fitl! enraged , and (well } 
with avarice, They would fain 1wrrate him 1n hu- } 
miity, yet ſuffer themſelves to bz tranſported 
with the tempeſtuous wind of exorbitant ambition, | 
which breatns no:hinzs but (hip3rackss others Would 
imitate a crrc:fied Saviour, bur yer (ill live 1n a maſs | 


of flr/h , without ſhedding one tear , and being | 
wholly efteminaced with de/ights, and curioſities, 
not minding where were his ;oves when his ſou! had 

eyes weepin' over the /x: and miſeries of men; 


yea (OO INany [_ now a dayes, | pretend to imitate 


a inceK Saviour, and yet all this while carry \under 
thc name of a Chriſtian, a Gorgozs eye , the heart ot 
a T roer ,, the anver of an Aſp, and a ſoul full of re- | 
venve, of gall, of blood , of monſters, and bru- 1 
tiſhneſle. 
O God ! what Chriſtianity is this, ſince (as Saluid- 
wits ſaith ) ſuch fins amonglt Chriſtians, become ſa- 
crilzages , and the name which they bear condem- 
ne:hther lite ! what horrible prejudice , and ſcant 
dal doth th's bring ro the Church of God, even 
[O the renting of our hearcs in pieces ! where is the 


love 


E We can % 20. intereſt it Chrif.} Fs 67 - 
h ove of ſuffeeing ? Where conformity to the orofe; 7 
Wl ſecing co endure the bnrdens Of life z with Patience, 
; Wy 2nd eftcem our ſelves happieſt to partake of our Sa- 
| 210475 ſufferings , are the rrueſt Marks. of Chri- 
Y ini. Y ”— 
Alas what Rocky heart ' would not. be rent? 
W what icy eye diflolved into Tears, did he but 
= if apprehend the exorbirancy of theſe wicked delights : 
y we.embrace , and the unſpeakable comforts. which -* 
by are diſplaid under our Saviours Bner 2 but you 
would adore a God crowned with Roſes, or peails; 
& bur to think of ſuffering , with Nails and Thornes > 
'$3 What more crzel/! - 
8 - The Chriſtians in the Primitive Church , were {| 
0 Erupulous to bear coronets of flowzrs, on . their * | 
© heads (according tothe cuſtome of Feaſts ) remem= | 
@ bring cheir Maſter had carried T horas, can you |} 
| think on the cro's of ChriFF all covered wich blood | 
8 and wounds, and be content to drench all your life } 
| in the del:caczes of the fleſh, and to ſolace your ſelf 2 
| amongſt Roſes , Rubies , ind Diamonds ? By what + 
| mark would you be. known for Chriſtians , in the 
1 _ other world ? LL 
|. - What anſwer you to this ye Children of Saints.your 3 
F fore-farthers wandred in th2 wilderneſles, &rayed up 
_ and down m94ntainsand caverns of the earth;clorth- 
ed with hair and 5kzz, lying upon borads, and eating 
roots ; and Will you have no heart co any thing bur 
40 eaſe and warn glory ? the ſhorteſt prayer. ſeems roo 
long, and the leaſt Faſt ;Qriketh you down ; what . 
doth this imply but tharyou are aſhamed of the name 
ou bear, of your Sapfiime, and of your pr "ofeſſ on. = 


j / 


E 68 id the taking up of Chriſt 9 &c. l: 
F We find the firſt Chriſt:as, lifted up their Chri- | 
Qian Palms in the midſt of hazards, andeven for. | 
ced Heaven with a prozes violence , and climbed hi. k 
ther upon ſharps Toys > and the painfull way of F 
Martyrdome, Carrying with them more wornds then F 
members ; and ſhall we notever bear about us in ſe- } 
cr :t {ome mark of mortification , of our blefled Sa- } 
viour , accorcing to the example of the Apolle, | 
1 0r:4»10.alwayes bearins about 11 the body,the dye | 
of che Lord Jeſus , that th: life alſo of Jeſus mighr 
be made manifelt in our body ? 
Bricfly, he only caketh up the croſs and denyes | 
himſclf, who treadeth in the paths which our Sa- } 
V 104r hath traced out unto us, Who conremneth 1 
the proſperities which Jeſus deſpiſed ; who feat- | 


"'eth not the adverſities which he endured ; who 


rives to do what hedid, ro teach whar he caught; | 


repells carnall deſires with Fbirituall pleaſures; 
- who ſubjecterh the fleſh to the ſpirit ; who prefer- 


eh Etc: ity before the preſerr , who will do 3ll 


y according to the Rules of his will; who ſurmounts 
& "the Wor 1d, fiiteth 2bove ſe; «/ch:rs , and even rouch- 
 eth He-avcn, having alrea''y 1a chis /1fe a call of the | 


h-ppineſſe which he doubts not to mez! with | 
hereafrer, | 
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at Man was by c reation, 


W | ts, who by (: reation was $ the excellonaal of 
1.Y_K Creatures; and had once a power not to fall, 
$ [hath not now the Will to ſtand, He was created good, | 
WT bur not content with ſuch a gooJzeſs,orew covetous, 
W coencreaſe ic by the knowledge of thar, which (de- 
M he known) deprived him of that goodz: Fo He: re- 3 
7 b- Itiouſly declin'd thit God , rhe [weerneſ, s of whoſe 
Q preſence was the perfe&tion of his fe/:c:ry, - 
If - Since when ( being of a Fazoxrite of Heaven, 
| become 2 Fire-brand of hell ) what ſad- PECroca- 
E cives and miſerabke dignity belone to the: unhappy 2, 
$ Of=-/pring of Mankind ! Ah, what is man but a : | 
| polluted lump of 1/:v:ag clay ya Ittle heap of ſelf-cor= 3 
8 rapted Earth ? Creaced [(# Happmeſs , bur born to : 
\ ſorrow. 
IF ''Othe cunning: of Satan, who appeared -nat at 
i Giſt as a Lion ( frength being not able ro conſtrain 
| 2nuprighr ſou!) nor as Dragon ( fear being not able 
| ro compel a dauntleſs . ſp;r;t ) but asa Serpent, to :} 
| {afinuate into the boſome of our firſt Fathers affe- _— 
. 10%!) And how often is this- Story a&tzd by:me the , | 
s miſerableſt of his Sous 1 Behold how the forbidden © 
- Tree: of vain delights ſtands Jaden with -pleaſfant *; 
| Fruits! See how the Serpent twilts, and winds, and - © 
.. temp s the weak veſſel of my bo 1 y 3 ſo as every. 
| 'minuce (0 my loul! ) chou art ſurprized , yea L DE 
voy; moment is thy frailty overcome © - + | 
And alas! what judgement may miſerable man _ 4 
E lupest from that mercifull God, whoſe mercy he. L 
WY SL Fs5 _ hath 


= 3, W , at Man was by (reation, | 
+ 7 Eth ſo oftenabuſed ? or what mercy may he look | 
F tor from LNat } jul t I :.dpe . whoſe Juſtice hc hath ſo 
W ofccn offended ? Is not the prattice of his whole life: 
ſin, and are not the wages ot fin death? Can one fin | 
deſtroy a world of rm , and ſhall not a world of. 
fins celtrey one 4x ? } 

Did man with profound humililty but look 'on | 
the earth from whence his body came, ana behold | 
his price, how juſtly might he fee Gods rod oftens / 
rumcs licted up again(? him for breaking his Com. | 
manements , and ' ſhaking off the yoke of his love! 
My God ! co I not Bl hear thy hazd murmuring! 
over My head , 2nd rhreating me for my fs 2 Yes, 
yes, liee the vitcveſh of my nature, and 1 acknow-} 
ledoe the abjecinels of my nothing; but O exer-} 
ciſe not the pewer of thy 7 h»nders avainſt a worm | 
of the earth ; againta Kee:!, which ſerves ſor (port 
LO the Wind. 

O how fain ( like my fir(} Parents ) would 1 hide « . 
my zakedreſs among(t the ſhades j what flight ex- 
cyſ.s ( parcht coverher like fig* leaves ) do I frame | 
to hide ny Game | | and when the voice of my cr7- | 
2g conſcience calls me in the cool of my luſt , O | 
how I Rart, and tremble, and ſeek coverts 2moneſt| 
the Trees | Bur alas ! be that made the e5e, cannot? 
choofe bur ſee ; He that ſees al chings, UN nothe ' 
behold my fi : > And can he behold my /5:, and not 

pſt? and can he puniſh,and 1 not be confounded? 
Fr hat, am 1 ( poor duſt and aſhes! )-ro-{tand be-_ 
fore o oreat an enemy ! who created me for bis 


ſervice, and will now ſurely defiroy me for my re- 
belliow, 


Ab! 
= o 


' Ah! [: Mare woitort] is2 z 4 "chit. is | Pedaed vi = 
y [eve mark of dearth? O'poor ſoul! l- int what a. cafe. \ 1 
Wrcchou? Thou haſt forſaken thy Gad and dolt 
f chou not fear, he hath forſaken chooP thou wanrelt 
che e comfort of thar Sun m__ onc 3 > revived chee's 5 


- refre hed hve : 
thy cauſe ? What an uary hall 15 ecure Frag > "Qall 
char blood ſxve thee thar thoy haſt {pilr ? or that 
5b 'ge Quit thee char thou haſt orac fied? > Alas 1 will 
Y not tthe very Prajers thou SEEM to heaven, [c- 
vl | curn like 7 hunder- bol:s upon thy head? - ” 
Blind andinſenſible Fug ive fronthy, Soveraigh | 
Fa | whither w:lt thou 20' LO avoid the reproach- 
| 'of thy crimes ? ſince caitive pleaſures ; wterched |: 
Wl '©ain, diffolure company have taken God out of thy | 
k hearr, ro reſign thee as a prey to thy Paſsions ? Thou 
= buildeſt thy hope upon a foundation of Quick-filver, | 
| upon a frail Reed, yea upon min, who beareth all 
. the figures of v.19, Thou adorelt the favours of | 
| men, "who (like the Rain-baw , ſezmingly ador'd. 
$ wich yarious pluztings ) leave us nothing: "bur water 
| and morter. Thou wouldett find beatirude in. the = 
þ Coxrts of great men, where thou eraſpeſt nothing _ 
S but Chin eras of honour , and the feeble Images | 
| of: content, Why are thou ſo eltranged from hea 
ven? ſhouldſi thou not tather forſake all chy ſuper=" -.; 
 fluities ? oughreſt thou not ro bury the. children 'of _ 
_ thy delights , "F- Love, and Yaniries ] which ſo” far. 
D cranford thee mo Tn Tt rgerfulneſs of Eternal 
Z . Bleſhings Ent —— 
-Xf God be te Eſſence of E FER 45 why dot then — 
: TE 795" | _ pale | 
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Aeaſe thy ſelf ( vain man ! ) with making ſo ma- 
/ wy »ethings , by committing fs without number } | 
and invratitudes void of (fame? It God be a Spirit, 
$- + axeft thou thy ſclf to carnal Plea'nres, which! 
Aacter to (irangl- thee, and ( like the Box-rree, 
which bearcth 1 no frutt, but carrieth poiſon in he? 
Yair flowers thereof ) will at laſt ruine thee with their 
embraces | 
| Look on worldly hoxos.r: , and thov ſhile ſee them. 
bordered with Prccipzces ; reflz& on delights, and? 
thou ſhalt find them Rrexwed all over with bor I 
inſtead of R:ſes, View the wayes of /i», and thon' 
' ſhzlr there obſerve nothing but /crrow and remor/e.! 
Thou entered(t into the worl; by the gate of /in ,: 
with a body as frail,as a ſpirit barren 2nd art thou ſo 
ltupid of heart, as to expect any betrer poriien then 
weakneſs and inconſtancy ! | 
Ah wretched Creature j whom Fecrtuzxe tofleth 
Iike a Texnr;- Ball, whom w,iſcr; and envy poize 1n 
a Ballance, whom 11256 diſpoiicth , and death ipee- 
dily rakes away : Wilt thou more eſteem to confide 
In theworld, and to frame to thy ſelf an armof 
ſtraw , then to waic on Kim who with his infinite 
poer ſuſtaincth tne whole Glcbe of the Earth ?, 
oughrelſt thou not much rather co reſolve upon? 
conſideration of his greatneſs , his goodneſs, and. 
Eternal love in Redeeming thee when chou hadſt for 
ever /oft thy (lf > 
My God ! make me fo: the future to enter into 
the * Bibi ot my ſoul, tolilence all theſe trouble- 
fome Creatures and inordinate Paſſions, wiuch ſo 
gfcca bercave me of the honour of thy ſiebr! O 
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what Mann WAS s by Creation; Fn, : Wa 


T chat by a faithful keeping of thy Lawes, and willing. A 


a 8 billion wo thy /;Lin all things, I- might efteem j 
8 thy favour more dear then the preateſt treaſures) | 
8 rhat in return of thy Erernal love, T might ( if ic \ 
* were poſſible) be daily offering my ſelf an hundred \3 
© rimes In as many / ze oh of praiſe, as my ſoul hath -\3 
A thoughts , and body members ! that aminght the [ 
W forms and ſurges of this world, I may flently ſpeak ' Y 
# tro thee.; and being rapt in the contemplation -of 
thy bounties, I may enter into the grear Abyſſe of | 
8 Wobre which chou reſerveſt for thoſe that thus 
i love thee | : 


—_—_—. 


__ 
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Our Miſery by Sin,” 


SOD, who himſelf 3 1s the fulneſs. pat arteio; 


of all glory, who needeth no tongue to rg 
him ,- nor Penne to expreſs him: , no work” 
to Magnifie him, was pleaſed to create a world, 
ro furniſh i ir of his own goodneſs , to + Cw 
- man of his own free motion ©, to-appoint him: } 
| his Licutenant here onearth, ild to. 4eave him as: { 
-.. a witneſs of his glory, the fole end of his Creation 1 
- and Being, Y 
' But manvrewproud, tthfiſureſſed 284inſi his fire 

| Conmandment ,and fell, and by his Fall deſtroy 
 edhis then unborn Poſterity. No ſooner had man © 
givenilifeto //», then ſi» requited him with morta- 
bry ; ; andever fince the ſiroak of death is become. 
_ as certain. as the day of it is donbtful. The oldeft- - 


| man indeed may live till to motrowybur the youngeſt 
i man may dic to day. _ Q 
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0 1r Aifery by F12, 


F; Y how (ad an effe& of /inis death! Sin entered | 
Z world, and death by fin , and we poor miſera< F 
fe Creatures C born in Sin} have turn'd Gods 
J:., into diſhonour, our o>:dience into Rebelli- 


£4 3nd our happineſs nor only info a natural , bur 


'F external dzach. Alas! how intolerable 1s the bur- 
Y then of chis /- ! how inſuff-rable is che weight of 
our off -nces | If I but think on heaven, 1t clogs my 
contemplations ; T0 I but Pray tO Haven, It nrefſerh 
down my {evotzoa; It I have loſt che Favour of my 
God, I have fruſtrated rhe end of my Creation ; | 
have broken the Pzace of amy conſcience , I have 
clipt the winzs of my F.u:þ, and for ever dalht che 
comfort of my hopes. 

W hat then 1s man | if we con(ider him 1n his ow 
aature withour the afſiltance of Grace ] but an ex- 
© crementr of impurity 1n his conception, a hlly Creas 
þ TCurein his Birth, a bag of dirtin his /rfe, a bait for 
” worms in his deazh ! che” ſoul 181n the body 25 in a 
| Chariot of olafſe ; thz dayes are the Conrriers , 
| which perpetually run upon a full gallop : The four 
wh:els are Vanity, weakneſs inconitancy and miſery : 
the way is of ice, the Goal is death, and the end 
oftentfmes a precipice of miſery, 

How liule reaſon then hath man to be proud of 
ary thinz that 1s in him ! can ſuch a Creature nou- 
ruth any huh concert of himſelf ? can he be poſleſled 
with the [eaſt azbition , When all that he i el- 
th2r above or bzn:ath, on the right, or on che lefe 
hand, ſerves a3 a l:ſon of humility) He:avea over 
our heads enaneled with flars, 1s'created/in a higher 
Place then we. The carth which we tread under 
out 


6 . . On Miſery by Sin. £5 


Pour feet, fiſt ſerveth us fora Nurſe, thenfor a 
Wont. The arr we bath in, we cannot live 
"IN Y withour. The ſea (, whoſe - wonderful depth and 
MW motion hath ſwallowed up humane wiſdome ( hath 
W done the ſame alſo:ro ſome of the moſt knowing: 


I men of the-earth. The ſpoils of beats and other | 


& Creatures 'we carTy. aboue: us for the defence, ſhelter 
£7 and ſupport- of onr body ; which ( according to. 


WW Phyſitians account ) hath above three tho uſand 
KW drſeaſes, yea, the ſoul which knoweth nor what ſhall 
i - become of her., and which cannot tell, whither 


W- heſhall ſerve as Immortal fewel to thoſe devouring 
J flames,which have no limits bur Eternity , or not , 
Z doall preach to us our baſereſſe; yea, all thunder 
8 out the terror and aighronts of Cods ba oof 
$£7:720 
KW «+ Whatthen all we do, Or -whither ſhall: we fleet | 
I Roa Angels have forſaken us , 'Our conſcience hath I 
| accuſed us, Gods Prophets have condemned us, and 
hell gapes for us; Shall we ſcekto Avngelr? Alas! "I | 
| we have turned them away: diſpleaſed ; they will 
| nothear ; or:if they ſhould,they cannor help : Shall * 
| we flie to our conſcience ? Alas ! that will flle in -. 
| - our Face ; ſhall we truſt ro our merits 2 Alas ! they = 
F- | are falſe legs, and will cnly lead us to our Razz: or _ 
 ſhallwe cake the wings of the morning, and-flie to ' 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth ? Alas ! our fu ins will 
hauntus, our fizs will follow us. = 
Popr: "aniforable men” that we are ? who ſhall on 


deliver vs. from this Burden ?-who ſhall releaſe us. 
from this bovdage > he thar ſees all things , beholds - 


our r ſingand « can n he behold and. not Pun; iſ; ? without | ; 
WEE ; =_—_ 7 


EF 96 | Our Miſery by Stn, | 
the Swn-(hine of his gracious eye(whoſe preſence ig 
the very /ife ant delight of the world all creatures fie] 
:ndarkxeſſc , and in the (haddoiv of death ; whether Þ 
chen ſball we eo ! fince which way ſoever we turn | 
our eyes, nothing bur ſpeitacles of miſery , and] 
emblems of mortality appear unto us ; looking up | 
we ſee an avgry God, and are troubled ; if down- | 
ward, a prepared Hell, and are terrified ; here | 
Rands Proſperity, emboldning us to preſume, there * 
Adverſity inviting us to deſpair;within us $1» accu- 
ſeth us, about us Leg zons of t?mpl ations beleaguer- 
in? us» The world troubles us with her cares, the 
Fl: with infirmitics, and the Devil with T emp- 
tatrozs inall which we perceive nothing but w1ſery , 
nothing but vanmty., | 
| Alas! poor ſoa! fee what thou art by fin ! Thou 
art indeed, a maſter-piece , where many Prerogatives 
meer together, endowed With underſtandin2 , rea- 
ſon, ſpiric , judgment, will, memory, 1maginations, 
opinions; Thou flyeſt 11 an in{tant from one Pole to 
the other; thou deſcendeſt even to the cexter of the 
world , and mountelt up to the Top, thou embracelt 
the Whole world without touching it ; thou diggelt 
into ali the Treaſures of nature; thou inyenteſt Ar:s, 
and oOverne(t Common wealths . Bur in the mean 
time ( O the Tyranny of thy P:ſions ! ) Beho'd an 
nfinice number of dogs , waich bark, at thee one- 
V2ry ide ! Lowe fooleth thee; Ambition turmoileth 
ehee. Lſfenflameth chez, vains hopes ſooth and de- 
lude tacc;cholerburns thee,ple/ures melc thee, diſpar 
over bears thee , Hatred moleſts thee, envy enaveth 
eee, jeal9+ſre pricketh thee, reveny enrageth theesfear 


be- 


Our M Miſe ery by 5 Sim. - - | 
Wy, þemumns thee , cruelty makes thee ſavage , and ſor 
Wirow. at laſt conſumes thee. | 


 Anda't thou not amazed.to ſee thy ſelf ſhut up in 
rhe body as 2 Bird 1 a Cage? Art thou not troubled 
"I o ſee thy ſelf aflayled by all his mutizous multl» 3} 
- _ ? and though a Scepter was put into thy hand to } 
_ bp , yer often \uffereſt thou thy ſelf ro be deceived, ? 
FA rave, and dragged into a miſerable fervitude.A- 
I las ! -O my foul ! What lteps wilt thou tread toe- 
W4xpe chis trouble ? wilt thou incline thy heart to 
WW mitth ? ſure in mirth there 15 noching bur madneſs? 
fo wil thou quickzn and refreſh thy [| pirits wi:h wie? 
W in much wine there is much 4; ſtratf, 02; conldlt thou 
= ſearch out the bounds of wiſdom ; ſure in much wif | 
W dow there 1s much erief; and who encreaſeth kyown. 
"nf led gegencreaſerh weble 


| Whom then wilt thou call to aid ? to whom wilt I 
7 hou addreſle-thy ſad complaints? call to thy kindred, © 
| they diſclaim thee ; call ro thy friends, they deride 
| rhee:3 ſure then, O poor ſoul | thou haſt no way 2 
{ * bur ro return to him whom thou haſt offended : liy * 
thy ſelf proftrare (like a poor Sor of Adam fallen by 
| bisfin, and having, wallowed in hi; corruption } | 
| before the footſtool of his mercy-ſeat, There isa | 
| *Goije/ to mirnigat2 the rigour of the Law ; there - | 
' 45 a Saviour to mediate berwixt Godand thy offer= 
ces. Art thou in bo#dave? there is fredom; art thou 
dejefled?there 1 1S comfort: art thou purſued? there 18 re= 4 
-  fuge; Art thouburthened ? there 1g reſt ; art thou Conn 
demned ? There 18 a Parden. 
. Appeal therefore from the T hrone of uſtice , to 


the E (98k of mere yfrom the < Juſtice of Jehovah,to the 


-7& Our Miſery by Sn, 


mercy of Jeſus; deny thy ſe/f , and he will own they 
empty thy telf , and he will fi// thec ;Arr thou poor Yial 
O my ſoul | find h/2 , and thou art R:ch; 1f wrerched hy 
ſeek him , and thov hait happineſſe ; blinded wit 
errour ? ſeek him , and thou arc enlizarned wit {i 
truch, Be ſenſible of thy miſery, and thou art capable? 
of his mercy, challenge nothing but thy /1», and thoujyy 
ſhalt enjoy all things by thy repertarce. i 
O hadtt thou nothing elie nw to truſt to but 
thy own Abilities , or ſhould(t thou leriouſly con-P! 
Gder that olotious ZW 2jety thou halt offended, 
there were no hopes of con/o{ution. But O my bleſ-N 
ſed J-ſas | waoole death 1s ny deltruerance 3 LO rhee J 
1 flie, before rhze l[ fall ; thy mercies have invited Þ 
me, thy merit have emboldned me to preſent my | 
Groans before thy gracious ears; to lay My burthen # 
upon thy dyins thoulders. I a poor «ff -caſt a- | 
mon2zlt ch= Sons of A1an, having miſpent my 
Pectous / aler: , and with the Prodrgall , walted 
thy bleſſizos, do nw return from Hytks , and 
the lewd concupiſcence of my Aﬀettions, to thee my | 
gracious God. I have made my ſelf a 4e/inquert , but 
thou haſt. provided me a Saviour ; why then ſhould 
my /»s affright me ? why thould Hell diſmay me ? | 
| he hath ſuffered; why ſhoul ith firit death rroudle | 
me, (incc he bath ſveetned it? or the ſrcond death 
terrifie thee, ſince he hath conquered it? | 
Were thy help to be exp<t:d from mar, well 
 Might'it chou diltruſt thy finfull conact22, But be” 
hold (O my ſos! ) the myſtery of the incarnation, 
affording ro the earth a 11zn-god, of whom WE 
cannot diſcourſe , bur mult ſay with St, a” 
J 


5 


e F 
'* F 34 
WIRE I 


-4a bf 
_ a 
or > 
-"F4 
6 15-—" 
I - 
-& 
"4.x 
” 
08 
we; + 
ED 
ty; T 
- 4 USER 
I 
by 
DE 4 


Oxr Af ery by Sin, | 'S 5, | 1X 
,'M 7 nnderſ/anding feareth to tewch the 
1 Er HOMES | "Ale courſe of this great word,& I have not | 
W ce WH word which trembleth not to be uttered. 
Wl vere , of ticpi- 
| dat onnis er before his. divine light, Be thy ſns then, 
| mo' ſe prodere, never ſo great, thou canſt not poſhibly 
by Y Hilar, de diftruſithe] power of him who fee inPa- 
q Tr.Yc. radiſe,and(as a Sun enlivens a garden of 
l | cnamelled flowers) enlightens thee with his lights, 
b | fanCtifies thee with his vertes , animates thee with 
| bi aſpeits , and quckens thee with his own fe, 
& Ic 1s impoſſible ro make any thing more worthy , 
, | powe rfull , or grear-then a God hun: anized , and 
ſa man deified, A Jeſus compoſed both of thinos 
I 2:/ible , and inviſible , being a lively Tmage of ſo 
& much greatneſs as is able LO draw to himſclfe the 2 
love of Arrels and men, and of power ſufficient - 
{ ro cure the deſperateſt condition of our /infull nature, - 
& To him then ler us flie , who (from the bright Em- 
o parece Heaven , crowned with D:adems of nd 
; | regarderh us , beholdeth us, and never ceaſeth to 
y pray for us; him only let us adore ro whom is due _ 
1 rhe tribute of all honour, WI 1 IS tne beginmas of all 
1 | tion and the true reward of all our Labor; an+ I 
& let this lozd-ſtone draw up all our affettoas, who...” ; 
y indeedisthe only conſolation we can expe. E 
= Ic ishe whom ſo many brave ſpirits and Mar- 
tyrs have followed amidſt. Thors and flames ; it 
was he, which charmed their pain with a wonder- 
full [wwe- tel s,Who turn'd tne ſtones of their perſecutors 
3 into flowers »-and the burmyg coales of theirſenemies - 
Into Roſes, It was he who Iighted new ftarrs at his 
Birth | Who Feclapſe the anclent Su at. his death , 


who 


F As Our Miſery b y Sn. G | 
| Who walked on Waters as upon matble pavements Mi 
and who cauſed the earth to caſt up the dead four 
dayes after, as if ({ contrary to the falſe miracles off 
Pharaohs Magitians) he ſeem'd ro hold th: Heaven 
and Elements unadzr hire , to bz {tr ments of his 
wonders, as if the houſe of ature[ which we call the 
world | had no other ma2tion, but from his 11: And Þ 
briefly he it 15 who only can refine the corruptneſs Y 
of our nature ) and IVE that Cel-ſtial light 3 which 3 
will at laſt bring us to b1m{clf. Þ\ 
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: ! 
That the Ambitious man anticipates, and 
begins his Hell 5» this world. 


Ow inſeparable a thing is pride and folly, 
which like Hippocrates twins, till live , and dis 
together ! Ir 1s 1ndeed the wiſe mans ſcorn, though 
the foo!s Idol ; It is that which 4/:»ds the eyes, and 
deceives the judgement ; like Ceſar, it admits no e- 
quall , and hke Pomp:y acknowledveth no S#- 
erioar, 

But O deluded ſoul!l\noſoever thou art, who thus | 
ſerſt a price upon thy own deſerts, how are thy eyes 
blinded with the corruption of thy o.\nk! neart all chy 
vain-glory 1s buta froth, which ( blown of diſcos 
Vers a great want of its meaſure ; and canſt thou be 
guilty of ſuch an emprizeſſe> Search thy ſelf, and. 
thou ſhalt find enought to humble thee ; do?{t chou 
glory In the favour of a Prince, how ſoon do his 
rowns determine it ? d&'lt thou glory in wy 


R ſtrengt 


"The ambition : man, anti C1 ipates, '&e; * ik... "MF 
ou Ba oor Ag: berrayes it; doſt thou and up- 
IF }oy t tab hace hand of a zheef may ſoon extinzuiſh 
my ic. Alas! how like a 5zbb/e thou appeareſt , and 
i | vic a gb breakſt into ſorrow? F 

When thou beboldeft thy ſelf indeed with ty I 
= 99” light, thou ſeemeſt a (glorious thing 3 thy Sun 1 
in Y now? no E eclips, and all thy imperfeftions are gml- | 


W ded over ; bur when the arine tiohe hath driver 


WM away thoſe 7/5, thou findelt thy ſelf another thing; _ * 
Ws thy Diamonds are all turn'd Pebbles, and thy I 
&7 £/ory into ſhame, O how great 1 dar hnefſe , e , was thy | 


$04; R when the beſt of thy olory appeared rotten 


pe wood ; z and thy fazreft Chryſolire but a crayhing þ 
fy Glow-worm , by aclearer diſcovery! _ _ = 
= © Con ider farther , and thou ſhalr find how lictle : 
wH Hin baſt deſerv2d at the hand of God.; and is It nor |3 


{| then a hideous thing to repay his mercy in the coyn - |! 


W of pride , and ingratitudes and (Gait like) to.ſftorm ' | 
Mn Heaven in the heichr of thy folly} Take a Diamond \ 
W in your hand, 2d i It willtell you, it hath' eſſential © 
L - being. with you, bur it 1/2erh not ; and what have 
t you dorie to God, rhat he ſhould « oive thee life above 


& theſame? co to the Cedars , 2nd Palm-trees , and 
& you ſhall find them to have life common with you ,. . 


& bur you ſence above! them under; what Tirtle was it. 
due to you ? with what money did you purchaſe 
& it2 .. | 
= 'Goto the Eagles , and Lyons ; ww they willell + 
you they have ſence common with you; but you have 


reaſon, judgment & underſtanding above them, vain 


mant what haſt thou done to God, robe mace man, 


| to: be. x reaſonable creature capable of an infinite _ 
LETS G good ; ; 
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"V2 The ambitio'ts mak AVTIICIPALES ". 


ood? what have you done before your being , to beY 
that which you are now ? But admit thou hadſt de- | 
ſerved thy being, did thou ever merit thy wel- 
being ? Bad you merited ro be me», where have 
ou deſerved to be Chriſtians to be ſeleRed by the Þ 
Rand of God , from ſo many Nations , who lie un- Þ 
der his wrath ; to be waſhed by the blood of our W 
Saviour , to be regenerated by the waters of Bap- Y 
tiſm , yea, to haveall the means and opportunities Y 
ro begin a Celcſtiall'ife in this world! at what price þ 
have you bouzhe all chis? - i 
Nature hath cat a'l men in one and the ſame þ 
mould : all equall according to Birth, all equal in F 
death; how many creatures are born 1n the ferrers of } 
miſerable ſervitude ? how many with crookedneſle , | 
maladies , and deform'ties , which attended them | 
from the womb tothe 9rave , when you perchance 
are born with a body well compoſed ? How many 
oroſs, an] ſtupid ſpirits are there in the wotld, 
and yer God (it may be) hath viven to you a {pt- 
It capable of all kind of /ights and knowledge ? 
How many millions of »tals, daily diſſolve unto 
poverty , undergoing a wretched and nezdy life, 1n 
ſuch extream n::ſery, as makes them feed upon Gall, | 
and every day drench part of their life in Tears» | 
wicn behol) thou art born to poſſeſſe the large Re- * 
wemues and Parrimonies of the earth. 
B:ſefly,have you nor all the ovables of a fair ſoul? 
are not all the Elements and o.her Creatures kept 
in breath to contribute to thy /ervice , by that 1God 
whom thou thus reb://-ſt againſt! O wretched , and 
vain-glorious man ! doth all this ſcem nothing ro 


you? 


0 you ? cell me, if thou canſt merit the leaſt of theſe * 
MM fau%rs at the hands of Heaven | Take now the bal- 
We /avce In thy hand co thy ſelf, and judee if ic be 
BY not worſe then a barbarous 1orarirude ro fieal the 
by filver and gold of God, and make 1o!s to Z:1al, 
Wy to light your Lamp at his Altar, and after after- 
Wo watts to inake Pillage of his Temple, which afſſu- 
i recly you do , when you not only pride your ſelf in © 
I your ſhame , butabuſc allthe gifts of heaven in aww | 
ney. 2 _ _ — 
Is not this it which even bringeth aſtoniſhment 
© to'the gates of heayen ? and may ro: God jultly - | 
= complan, Have I lodged thee in my 7omple? have -- 
T Inourithed , and bred thee from thy cradle with 
If 2 fatherly hand, thus to becray mine honour, and 
W cefile the g/:#yof my Name! O take heed leaftin _ 
E thus doing you weave the thread of your Eternal | 
s Ruine! i - 
:- Recallthyſelf then O ſex{#a// man ! leaſt fo God 
deal with thes as he did wich Babels proud King, and 
drive thee from the Sons of men, to be a com- 
| panion for Beaſts, where are the pleaſures of 
thy /ife,, who wilt be pleaſed with nothing lefle 
| then poſſibilities ? will nothing pleaſe thee be- 
| low a God: head? hike the young man of Macedon,who 
F was fick of his being no more then m-7ral. High 
| ſtceples ate nor ſo often rent with the violence of 
| Thunder, as the proud and ambitions are with 
_ the Chiſt iſements of heaven. Read ſacred and pro- 
fine Hiltories , and you ſhall ſee whar puniſhments 
 havebefaln ſuch as have even ſpit their Blaifhemues 
oainſt heaven, ns FO Ar Wore rm own 
EE: "# Whiſen One 


- 


©4 The ambitions man anticipates, | 
One deſiteth ro leap rhirher , and plant his throw | 
amongit tre ſtars » Dar. 4, 22. 25. yet God mak. 
erh 111M To cat h4y with the Beaſ's. Anorher in the Þ 
midctt of his c..r9w/ngs and fervor of hs feaſtings if 
heareth the gre.r c/ock ſtrike bis hour , and ſecih Þ 
the hand of a man on the wall , drawing a dread- 
full {erence agant him , one dyeth, and 1s eaten Y 
up vwithlie, as Hersd; another becomes loath- þ 
ſome with inſeRions, aS eAntiochus, one hanved þ 
on a Tree . as eAbſalo;, another on the Gibher Þ 
| he himiclf had prepared, as Haman; one 18 maſla- | 
c:ed mrthe mi-'{t of his Senare, as Ceſar; ano Þ 
the: dies by his own hand, as did Nero , was not | 
Ful:wn the apoitate flam by an 1nvitible hand, in F 
the 31ſt of his camp? Buizer caried about in a cage | 
eAnijiatizs ftruck with fivhtning , and the Em- | 
perout YValcrian made a foot-(toole for his adver- 
ſary co mour on horsback ? _. 
O that by thoſe great valumns of Traved'es and 
mortaltcies which mivhe bz compiled , the' Ambi- 
tous Would bat with fear and trembling read their 
own 0071 \ that they would but confider , how God 
will one Gay called Heaven and Earth to cher | 
Juagenci: ) and who way ſtand in thy ſiokt O Lord, | 
when once 16904 art 0:9rY? P{al, 7,76. who knoweth 9 
the arrowes of thy chaſtiſement, or the voce of thy 
Thunder , whrn thy juice ſlail paſs ſentence of 
Jadgenzent upon fuch as in againſt thee! 
O terrible ſentence ! inexorable ſentence! O judge- 
ments o: God ! O unhappy ſp:rits ! what a terrour, 
vhat 2 bottom effe depth are you | O my God, who 
can b: able, ro xnow the force of thy anger! who can 
be able amonett ſo many perplexiries, Raffrightments, 
[0 recount the effects of thy in.10narion. Keep 


; "ſi heats kit H al; 17 ,this wt s: I 
Keep me then- O Lo:d; fron this ſh. If of ip. | 


Y orcs ambition. (eEEMs., ba de vouring fire , Who. 
| Can polze it? Its awd gwho.can fachoir 11? Ir is 
F an Abyſs, who 1s able ro recount the zj/wze therefore? 
| many men have told us ihat the miceit of the earth 
T bath been found ;: the depth of the Sea; ſounced; 
Y che head-ſpring of Nilzs diſcovered che a:ghelt 
{| hills meaſured ; only the: bounds, and delice of 
i | the hear of Gs ; ; cannot be found! Hippocrates Wi-. 
ki | ſhed for a conſultation of all the Ph y/it;ans of the 
@ world, to conſul how to cure the reſt fe mind of 
"l an; Thouſands Of Philo{ophers have fince la- | 
$ Þoured the ſam2 , butall-have loit their boar, 
I the evill encr reaſing | in the multicude of R- medics, 
| - Q God! what particular: favour then 1s 1t from 
f thee , ifit happen that an arvs29% mis do but 
{ once open his (eyes to fec hw fe!f ; and Rid Iimics 
| to (his deſires | fince the molt captive Gally-flaves | 
| are. not. Oreater bondmen rnen re ne Os He — 
| hath as many Ferrers as he hath Appet.t:s , as many. 
| ſervitudes , as pretentions 3 Ne alwaycs s flyh , yer 
$- never overtaketh himſelf; he is in no place, becauſe 
3 he” would be everywhere. Nothing but 7 Es of 
| Frenzae, firebrands of concuplience , worms, flames, 
| and execurioners attend bum ; what a life, what a. 
' deathis this) - © SR 
| Ah! but yerfurther, to be ſeparated from the Pre- 
ſence of God with unfortunare Cazz, to be {t]l wan- 
| dringin a Kizgdowe of inconftancy , to walkupon 
 xce,-inthe: ants darknefle of tne n:ght, tobe 
conſorred, with nothin2 but Devils wn their " tures, 
to, [oe < nothing before their eyes , but Spettres with 
OH he G 3 ſword. 


Q6 T he anibitious man anticipates, 


ſwords of fire, with horrible affrighrmenry , ati 
to bave bath: 3s the Sarjcant at his heels to fend Y 
kim to more perfe& Torments! alas | what more 
rerr. ble | what more to feared ? L 

And yer all this is found in the I'fe of the Anb;- Y 
tieus ; \ceing by how much the more the ſoul is ſcat- [5 
rered inthe vali emptineſs of ambirion ( which is1n- Þ 
deed a meer vanity ) by ſo much the more it ſiray- Y 
eth from God , who is the Sovera:ion Majeſty , and Þ 
chiefelt verity. And how ſad a thing allo is ic, to } 
paſſe our rime amongſt ſo many [ erwile complacen- F 
cies, ſo Many [ſions , ſo many ſco-nfull repzlſes , F 
fo many hopes which crack like a cloud, and raiſe } 
a tempeliuous form , where ſhade and fveer re- 
freſhment is expe&ed ? 1s it not a wonder to be- ? 
hold man thus ber” aying his reaſon ? | 

But that which 1s more ſad, can any thing we | 
here aim at, deſerve to be purchaſed w1:h the pre- 
1ud. ce of conſcience? what would it avall thee , O 
man, to bz abſolute Lord of the whole world fora 
times, and a S.cyifice in hell for ever? But that 
which maketh the madoeſle of ambitious men more 
71diculous and deplorable,is that they ſhould all their | 
ie ame take parnes for wind , for ſmoke , for no- 1 

(hin; that they ſhould bercave themſelves of com- | 
toir, repoſe, and liberty , and be at laſt ſurprized 
in 2 mill full of hreakins noiſes. 

O then fince the word uſeth us as Leben did 
oor Jacob, who after hz had been afflicted, and 
hammerd on all es, in hope to have had a beauti- 

{i J! Recb:l, was fain < be content with a blear-eyed 
wag by his ficc ; ſeeing after achouland fair pro 

m:ſes 
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begins bi his H: I 17 ther wht. 87 
' maſes,, hopes, and fancies, and after ſo. many ſla- _ 
| vidh ſervices, this fair Rachel, this pretended ho- 
F ſt - nour commeth not, but ſhame and az/grace, (much _ 
"more deformed then Leah)is ro be found in che ſame. 
| Bed of Tepoſe , and ſeeing 211 the greatre E im the 
| world cannor make us great, except by contemn= | 
ig  1ns 1t,let us moderate , and confine our thous hrs to 
PH that honor God hath allotted us , leaſt having 
# no other aim , but to become great , we calt unde:- 
W foor all Lawes both 4.vize and: humane , and 
& wander perpetually abour the mountain of Sir. and 2 
F. never arive at the land of Promiſe. SEM 
{A The Preciouine's of Time : and the « great Fo of - 
= - ' miſpencin? «© 0 
Reat hath been che rofture, and many the Dir- 3 
pures which the grear Wits of the world have <. 
: voluntarily put themſelves upon to  Aiſcoyer what- 
Ttme 1s, yee could never ſo much as touch the- 
| wings thereof. Pythagoras ſaid, it was the ſoul of © 
_ the rorld ; others, that ir was H eaven;, Others, that | 
1t was Mioetop. St. AuStine (at | that he knoweth _ 
and knowerth not what it is; he knoweth enough to 
hold his Peace, but not enough ro ſpeak, 3 
' _ Burthe ſacred Scripture compareth it toa molt. 
| \wife River which paſſeth alone, and ſoon clides - 
 -away,on the brink of which indeed all Mortals ſeem = 
to ſand; and fiſh for Time. But alas ! with what In. 
L. firumenc. but a Sive, which is the cauſe they hold: 
| - nothing! one fiſheth rwen y, another fifty, othed . 
 fourſcore years ; but our alas ! there remainerh no» _ 
' thing; allhath paſſed thorow the S:ve ; one pact © 
moment c only IEMAINS » which we hold ike an Eel | 


F 'QY | The pr:crouſ; neſſe e of time * and 


in our hands, at every turn it paſſerh from us, and 
' one Moment driveth anothec. 

- Surely then there 15 no wotſe Thief then he which 
tcalzch from himſelf ſo unvaluable a zreaſwure, exther | 
 indoing 2/1, or doing »ething , ſeeing a little time } 
weil employd, will at the day of our deach purusin } 
poſlefſion of a happy Erermty. If we prove good 
Merchants, we inay here barter a vail of Tears for | 

a Paradiſe of delicacies; warch diligently then as 
much as poſſibly you may , how your rim paſleth, | 
with holy Fob wait all the dayes of your P:lgrimane 
h:r: untill your change (hall come | And if you hap» + 
pen to loole 11947 , ſee why, and how you loſe it, | 
that you may the betrer Tedeem it. 
We havca oreal work to do, many exemies LO CON- 
quer , Many evls coprevenr, much danzer to run 
through, many aifhculties to be maſtered ; belides, 
Jer us conſider how much of our liie is taken up by 
the needs of nature , how many years ſpent before 
we come tothe ule of Rezſ5n; how Many Parts of 
- Our be{t and wileſt years are ſpent in eatins, drink- 
1g, inſleeping , and neceſſary buſineſſes, and un- 
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pccellary vazities , in worldly civilities , and un- 
uietull circumitances , in the learning of Atts , and 
Languages, and Trades, fo that the fruit which 
comes trom the many dayes of recreation ,- and va- 
nicy 15 Ve'y little, we ſcatter much but gather littke 
protic ; only great is the return of the few hours |. 
we ſnendin prayer, and the exerciſes of a pious life; © 
and what we ſow in minutes, and ſpare portions Of 1 


few years, growes up to Scepters, and Crowns , 1D 4a 
olo:10us Eternity, . 
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. Altthe perty trifles which concern the accommo- 
3 | dition of our bodies, are ſeldom forgotren caring; 
| drinking \{leeping , ſportino, have their. ſeaſon; buta- 
8 las! the affair of ſalvation hath. little or none; _ 
J and that even by ftealth , or when- we are beft at 
8 leaſute, though 1t be the moſt immpotranr point'; . and _ 
= chrongh thewant of this 200d endeavour , all out | 
i labours are unprofitable, full of ſhame and remorſe, 
0 and which uſually drag after them an Eternity of I 
= | 
BB We complain af of Jiure neceſſities o J 
> life 3 3 one ſaith he hath need of health , another of 
I liberry,Credic, another of favour,another of appatef, ' 
another of money , bur no man 'complaineth* me I 
harh need of cime ; which indeed: is the moſt preci= | 
pus merchandize , aid (as Zeno affureth us }-*the 
thing which man moſt wants in this life. * O what 
fools do we make 6f our felves ! what ''wonder' fsit | 
| To behold che childiſhneſſe , and apiſh tricks in'rhe. 
| lives of fome- eminent in their places. The Pq- 
| ' perour  Doitian fer (apart divers hours: from'his b 
| great affairs, to ſtick fles with a Bodkin; Hartabus | 
E” Kino of the Hyrcans to catch moles, and Bias King 
of the Lydiazns , ro tab Frogs." Some are over-. | 
Wwhelmed wich their affairs , even from morning 'to' ' 
"nighr;, and think: upon-every thing but rhewſe elves, 4 
others roul in a 1azineſſe , full of moſt vain occupa- 2 
tions, and never underttand their principal #/zmeſs; 
E” which | is the point of their Salvation; being like the 
| Poor Spider who 'unbowelerh her ſl: Fbourins 


$3y. anc Aight , z tO accompliſh] her work ) which 2 
" ora | "#1 


* o 
” WOE W 


—— 


4 "* T he precionſueſſe of tire 3 and þ 


filly Maid with a boroom ſpeedily deſtroyes; others | 
run up and doivn like Rats , and are Infinicely bye F 
fied to carry arotten Nut to their hole, and like X 
Poor Amis to wander forward and backward upon | 
the body of a Trec. p 
And are there not as many !riflers to be Þ 
found amongſt Ckriftians at this day > How ma- | 
ny do w: ſee to ſpend all their time in combing 
and powde:1ng their beads, in pleatinz their ſtock» |} 
ings , in adorning their [words , 1n draw!ng on their + 
boots , in cheapning beaver hats, in buying fea- 
thers, 1n walking che {ireets, in holdins a Ric- 
kec, in gaming, and dancing, in Courting , and prat- 
ling with women | though with never a ſerious word] 
as if they hadabjured all Reaſon ? O iranze ! whar 
a ſad kind of life 1s this ! in how much unfortunate; 
neſle , is ſuch a life like to end ! and what Eprapn, 
but that of an Ape, do they deſerve to have inſcti- 
ted on on their 7 ob? 
.. One the other fide, may we not bzhold women 
who have no other Trade, then to ſtudy zew-faſh:- 
ons » to buy ſtuffs to make new clothes , to look 
In their glaſs, * to frizell and adorn their head, 
to furniſh cheir Chambers wich colily hanzings, to 
brave it throuvh the ſtreets in Coaches, to wander 
up and down to Gofſippings , to tattle with Carper- 
Knights, to ſearch 1no all kind of buſineſle, ro ſpeak 
of all things, but know noching; to deafen half the _ 
worl4i with their charcering , to beſtow a fourth part ® 
of their life 1n Cloathing , articing themſelves; one 
in babling ; another in dancing, and playing , the 
- teſt in {leeping ; But Q what renaineth for God ! 
; Be- 
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w_ tbrgrea acxger of wiſpending it,  -' Wy 2 
{ - Behold the ooodly husbanding of T:mel! Behold : 
. how badly rhe, Exchequer of - Gods T rea! ures are : 
| managed !- O who can- chooſe but be amazed' ro ſee - 
M2 life (pent in ſuch (range umployments, repleniſhed 4 
W wich darkneſſe , attended with confuſion , and a - 
# carclefſe lamentable forgerfulneſſe” of the life to 
= comet. -... > 1” _. 
8 © how many damned ſouls do now groan in 
2 flimes , which the whole Ocean cannot extin- . . 
W.- ouiſh ,. for having contemned t7me, whichwe yer- * 
K <cnjoy atour eaſe ! Hethat could only, grant to - 
| chem one litle mom2nt of thoſe excellent dajes 
which we proidgally waſte , what thorns would 
J - they not go through , whar.fires , what yce would 
' they not even embrace, for a little. 2795 roamend _ 
' the errours of their life > with what Scepters Em-'.. 
| pires, and Diadems would they not voluntarily part, 
| to purchaſe one hour of ::#e, and imploy it more. 
holy then formerly they did ? Ln” 
| -. How many think you, atthe very inſtant you - 
| -x<ad theſe lines , are there of ſouls newly diſ- 
| lodged from their bodies, brought to che rribunal. 
b of (350d 5 and condemned to flames for this 1 evo | 
\. perc: of time! and what know you with how lit- 
| tle # thred the ſword of Fuſtice hangeth over their 
| head! and can you ( like ſnails) fins when. their 
| houſes areon fire? | a 


| .. Though God havegiven us but a ſhort time here 
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2 .uponearcb,yer this ſhort time depends eternity;butTo : 


”- tharforevery hour of our life we muſt give accout to + 
\. rhe great Judoe of men and Angels , yea as our 
' blefledSaviourrellus, forevery idle word , ſpenc _ 

Ro ng —__7 


Z 92 The precronſneſſe of time , and 
E in unptofitable 4d5/courſcs, and might bave beenime } 
ployed to ſprritnal , and nſctull purpoles. IF 

Avain , can we poſhbly ſuppote that after ſo * 
many ſpent hourswalited 1n the attaining of riches, 
and following our plealures , contumed in Court- 
ing of women , complements , aftectations and 
meec: foppeties, and after we have trifled away that 
time Willch was even us 0 7epin' ln , topray for 
© pardon of our ſ6»s , towork out our ſalvation with 
| fearand trembliny, to do the work of grace, and to 
| lay up a trealure of good works againlt the day of 
judement , we couid with any face expect any other 
reward then he thar had vainly miſpent his Talent! 
eſpecially, 1f vedid but conlider, that were not 
the goo4neſſe of Lod infinitely great, 1c mighr ſeem 
unreaſonable or 1unpoſſtble for us to expe of 
him erernall joyes' in Heaven, even atirer the well 
þ ſpending of thoſe few minutes which are left for 
[| Ged and his ſervice , afcer we have ſerved our 
| | ſelf and our own occaſions, and n:gleRed the 
E/ little portion of hours left tor the {er vice of God, 
and r /:groufly walkin? with him, 

May not God juſtly ſay unto us, Have you not 
courted the world all the time of your life ? have 
you not ſpent more years in its ſervice , then dayes 
1n mine ? Nay hath it nor troubled you ro keep one 
day inſeven to celebrate my worſ/ip? may 1 not 
then juſtly cur you off , and deprive you of that 
ume you have ſpent to my drſhonor ? ET 

Buc O the goodneſie of God , that ſuffers man 
(having walted ſo muchtime in his pleaſures, which 
{lip away like flouds engendered by a ttorm) when he 

calC 


" they great” danger of mi ſpending 5 # 


| bath wakes {ſo many. Harveſts, which time ark 
oiven him, and brought fourth nothing ,  but-chorns 3 
| and Briers, £©O1njoy fo orcar a favour as time,ro be- 
-moan the ins of his paſſed life 1 whereas many are 
FE aWay ,"into the o:hegyyrorld, without having 


| thought of rheir paſſage,or to ſay with miſerable king 4 


BB Gmachus \whofave hisScepter for a glaſs of water, 3 
Alas) muſt. L for ſo ſhert a pleaſure loſe he great 4, 
K 2g dom | ! q 
YT Take timethen while the Sun ftriketh on your "we 3 
+ for rorecover ſuch a /ofſe , 1s a thing as impoſſible 3 
| as to meaſure the wind , to weigh che flame, or to ' 
| call back a day. It a Jewell be Iok, it may be found; : 
| if a houſe be burnt, it may be rebuilt 3 + there 1s no- _ 
| thing bur :197e which cannot be regain'd, - Take || 
Fo as much pains then to avoid Eternall unhappineſſe, 4 
as every day to retire your ſelf , and to behold 
_:from whence you came, and whether you go , and. 
-whart paſſeth within you ; the book of your conſct- | 
-ence mult one day (ſconer or later } be laid 
-open; perhaps ſooner then you think for ; why 
then will you hazard the loſs of your preczous ſouls >" 
The -.only way to attain !zmortality , Is to live 
Eo and ſo todie ; to ſend our Treaſure before , 
us (by the well ſpending of our time , and Ta-_ 
ents ) intoanother world ! to do the workes YN 
xpicen/neſſ< ich time nor envy ſhall ever deface, 
"To what valu2 amqunteth all that we ſeem- to" 
FR take content in here below , which have nothing. 
-- "ro balaſtthem , but-.chaffe and moats, in compe-- 
+, Tifon of thar Crown of glory., Which God. provideth 
is! Oo What a drave thing then is it , a5to {we 


with 


| 
| 
<1 
Þ 

; 
j 

? 
| 


arr Sonny, 1 

” with comfort unde: the rayes of his Providence , o * 
ro die under the ſhadowy of his winzs! it is to dye the | 
death ofa Phenix , to dic in the Odours of a holy | 
converſation !to chang a ſepulchre into a Cradle, | 
and even draw /ife curpt a Tomb. And if it be ac- | 
counted ſo great a glory to ſurvive in the mouths of 
men O what an :;mmortality 18 1t to live eternally,in | 
Haven , enjoying the prelence, knoyledce , love; 
life and felicity of God ! | 


Tucon#t ancy. 

T is Goried by one , that [nconſtancy being ex» 

led from the Pallace of Frternicy, came upon the 
earth as to the rceall place of her inheritance , an 
would there n=eds cauſe her face to be painted; 
bur it was fold her that no p2ncil could undertake 
the work , becaule ſhe was (like the 997 ) ſome= 
times great, ſonerines little, ſomerimes [traight, 
ſomrimes crook:d , ſometimes white, and fom- 
times black, ever unſeticd, and not capable of ſtay 
In any place. 

But Time at laſt (*ho intermedles with all things) 
having well eyed , and obſerv'd Inconftancy , Ie- 
ſolved to paint her on man , who (as Ariſtotle 
ſaith ) is the trve [mage of 3»ſtability and wretch- 
edneſſce; we find it alſo an undoubred verity , and 
as it were marked wich the pen of a D:iamoad , by 


holy 106, when hc ſpeaketh of man in theſe rermes, 


«A 


He 


7 FI — 
"ol Hob, 14.2 He commeth J:th like 4 flower; and Y 
if Quaſi flos'egre- js cut down; he flieth alſo asa ſtadow 4 
7 dirur & conteri-,. and continacth not | ; 


by rur, & fugir velut And O how many Endymions are. 1: 
k .-—— >f ptr ; there to be found embrace the 
i Sraru permanet Mom) whoſe hearts are ever anda 
F anon , wheelinos aboutin endlefle 
 Labjrinths | ſurcharged with " Quickſilver and 
# chan2eable fancies ; ſpirits , which are perpetually 

F attended with turbulencies, and enaw with the icch _ 
; of novelty ; never finding an hour of repoſe, but 
| fill glidding upon all Os; ebls , 282 buteer-fly upon 
EF flowers 3 ; or like that jiele Sea-bird ( called Cates 1 
1 which iS reported to uſe'no endeavor to build its own 


| {> bur wandereth up and down to ſee If others 2 
z will contribute of rhkeirs, 


E - And what kindof life 15 this , if we have not anaim | 
{. and purpoſe  bererr reQified towards Virtue? _ F 
| thisisnot to live , bur rather to fright Crowes. and. . 
Pies with Fancie , to be alwayes {trangers in our 
own Countries , to bz tranſported where :ftorm car. 
| rieth us, and ofrentimes leave to /;ve before | We. -. 
once thoug hr why we were bory, 
The property of a reaſonable creature ( faith one by 
is to work for an ezd; otherwiſe it 18 a bruſh aQi- 
on; andthough Exds , ſeem greatly different, yer 
ſhould they all be recolle&edin God,as Beams inthe 
YA Quick:/1 [ver tremblerh up and down , and __ 
" meverleayeth, untill ir hath found gold, where- 
| with to mingle ; So the heart of man, boundeth 2 
| and leapeth here and there,in all irs rroubles and di- 
— urbances ; ; there 1 Ti noching bur ebbs > and flouds 


un* : 


F 5  Inconflancy, 


untill ſuch time a$1tis uniced to It's Creator , the 
Temple of all repoſe, q 
7 "1 thinks , 1 heare the ſos/ reaſoning with it ſelf, f 
Vw being. ever perplexed 5 and involved, findino 2 Pain , 
| if repoſe, thirſt in abundance , oliding by the 
ſence, ( as 2 ſmall River) ſeparated , from God [the } 
true ſpring ] by rultly and defiled Pipes, untill re» 
rutnin? to 1t5 or iginall head , it cometh ro thoſe 
delicious contents which make it cry out, My God; 
I know now no $200 can bead wichour thee , the 
true , only, aud Soveraren good ; in every. place 
Where-I am without -rhee , ”Lnever am without pain; | 
all the 000d which 1s not God ,, ſezmeth unto me | 
A meer enury. 
It was a 200d ady;ce that one o2ve a ſoul ac/irous 
of advancement, namely to zeme:nber three things. 
Firſt to addiR it {clfe much to the preſence of God; | 
the Second to take the holy Scripzare for the rale of 
bis Aﬀtions; andthe third, to hold firm footing 
in confi avcy. Why do we not then forſake 2ll weak- 
neſſe, and devote our {elves to thoſe three rules? 
You anſwer , it cannot be done ; we ate in the 
world, we hve inthe Kin2dome of J[nconſtancy ; 
were we Hermits , We could herter repoſe our 
ſelves, but bere we mult follow the wind of n2ceſ- 
fity 3 ſociety tranſports us , We ate no longer out 
ſelves. 
O how lamennable a thing is it -to put purpoſely 
the diſeaſe into deſpair , for fear of recure ? how un 
juſtare we, to accuſe all that is about ns? We com- 
plain that time paſſech away , thar places, and com- 
pany w:ong us , Which would be profitable , if We 
would 
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| weak our. : ſelves, 4 that buſineſſes kill us , and A 1 
S chinss afMict us ,. which we might make- the Inſtru=- 
ments of vertue. We accuſe Heaven and Earth, 
W rhough We have no burden' more weighity then | 
= our ſclves; like thoſe Creatures whom Ariſtotle 
W and Phyloſperketh of, who paſſing through a Gar- 
Bo den, wks fo many poloters as there are Plants; a8 if 7 
7 theſe -herbs, and-nor his own /'skin did wrong him ; z 3 
whos penecrable with all ſorts of impreflions, _ 
= ' O weakneſs ! O falſe 1d:a ! O. remiſneſs of _. 
W heart! Is not this to betray your own manhood.: = 
= Lerus enter then into our ſelves, and daily con- 
= fider, what paſſeth there, . Ler: us ſeriouſly appre- | 
W Hend the ed fot: Which man was created ; Let us 
ſeriouſly purge our ſou] from fin, and'cut off thoſe .Y 
” - Paſſions which roo often raiſe this For. within us 2 |. 
s Lerus conftintly accommedate all our Afiors to 
= Gods Glory, and then never ſuppoſe (onftancy 
| 1mpoſſible, becauſe ic falleth out, we are ſometimes 
 REOUNante oY 
\ Let the -conftarcy of the world, and the as : 
ſures thereof bz alwayes in our thoughts ; ; . ſor op 
- Poſe we meet With Pleaſure; , what "do they , but - 
a little flightly overflow the heart with a ſuperficial 
'  deletation 3 Sadnef's diveth into the bottom of the 
| ſewl, and hardly forſakes the place, But Pleaſures 
|  ſooth us only in the outward parts of the skin. St, 
| Auſtty ſacked upon Pleaſures as a fleeting Bird , 
 - which being near ſeized on , flieth away ; and. when 
any Proſperity preſented! it ſelf to his eyes, he duſt 
- Kot touchir, 
- Bod (like Abortives ) hey are con aimed in 
H GE their | 


PF 96 InconSFancy. 
= * 


cheir Birth, they paſs away after they have weatie: | 

| ed the body; they end with life , and many timey. \ 

ſerve their Hoſt tor an Exec#tioner ; Why them Þ 

ſhould wretched man waſte his 7 we in Pleaſurts,. | 

which thus fl:p away like waters engendred by a | 

ſtorm ? What madzeſs 1s 1t co let pals ſo many gol- | 

den harveſts which time preſenceth to him , to ſow' } 

- nothing but wi2d and vanity , which only return us | { 

Thorxs and Sorrows, and at laſt abandon us as 2 
Pilgrim diſpoiled by a Thief ? 

O poor ſoul! Wilt thou then live rathec amongſt 
Feavers 2nd burning coals in a world conſtant, 
then tie thy ſclf ro the 211 of God ? milerable 
man ! to have thy heart filled with ſuch reſteſs de- * 
fires ! to have thy affe4t995 in (tore for ſuch deceive 
ing Creatures ! - I 
O unfortunate Wretchito fill all the ſarls of thy de- 
ſeres with the fond & tranſitory dclujions of a wretCh- 
cd world, and have neuher heart nor thought for 
God za Father ſo loving » 4 Saviour 10 affectionate! - 

Rebel as thou art ! that rhus profiicuterh hy ſelf 

_ to fo baſe a ftrumper as the worll | that burneſi 
alive with the ſhameful flames of luſt and avarice, 
and haſt no feeling of him, who hath the beauty of | 
fields, the enamel of meadows, and the extent of Þ 
Seas, andallthe Magazines.of the Univerſe un his 
power ! Thar runneſt at randome after rene 
honour, which pricketh like a Thorn, and ſhinet 


like a worm in rotten wood ; and not to look upto 
him, who crowneth the heads of his Elect wich E- 
ternal Garlands ! char liveſt daily in fire and. Ice 
for a ſlight roy, @ fading pleaſure , Which ogy be 

0: 
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| wore it truly begins. Alas ! is1t not a ſhame thac - 

bk | all Creatufes ſhould ſerve for Snares and Priſons to . 

; * ] detrey us? O God ! thar we had but one defire in _ 

I rhe world, Which is to- forſake, and anihilate Our I 
| faves, and do thy W. 1! iy 
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) i. The Bondage and Slavery of Carnal mens 


| FHere are riot a few F now adayes | who with- 
| A full ſpeed run after the falſe Pleaſures of a right 
_ life ; the which, although make ſormer- 'F 
| lyto beſo monftrovs ; yet is it very cakie to prove; * 
"that the Phyloſophy of Epicurus, never went about. . 
to countenance : thoſe brat;ſh pleaſures, which 
| through exorbitance of /,ſs, ruine all the content= = 
| ments of mind and body; neither rended ro ſuch 
| ancafie, effeminare and truantly life , as is now too 
$ tommonly pratiſed amongſt us Divers, who have 
| obſerved and written of him and his Do#r:ne, aſſure 
. .us,he was a very ſober man ; if not for the A 
| he bore tothe vertue of rexperance, yer for that it 
 * ſeemed, he found himſelf better diſpoſed 'in Go 
'gality, then in ſ#perfluity , which was the tor- 
| «mentor of health; Tertal. Apol.c.38. La:rt. lib. lo. 
Senec. lib. dewvita rhrata. 
"Beſides, itis a Fa»tacy which mocketh and anus. 
Ft us 6n [the ſurges of this life, to make us periſh, 
ſeeing ( according to C lemens Alexandrinus) ſen- 
| ſuality is the ſhipwrack, of the ſou!, The world; 
which! Is ſo old;the earth ſo fruitful hiſtory ſo hrges 
H2 BT - 


ico The Bondage ard Slavery of carnal men, 
experience ſo knowing, nor any Wits being fo cur * 
ous , as this day to produce one ſole man, abſo- } 
lucely b2ppy amidit rhe Tempe/ts of the worlds O- | 
c:an; we being condemned to infilicity before we = 
are born, and our Tears teach us this degree before 
we iſſue from our mothers womb, 
The pleaſanrneſs which the carnal man ſuppoſerh 


19 tz, 15 not realiy there, but in the 1ſneſs of the 
P4l.zte of him that falies 1t ; neither 18 1t otherwiſe 


there, then in ſmilitude and appearance. And 
though Demm embraced rhe ſweers of this preſent 
Woild; yer Sr, Paul loved ther which 
was ſharp and brackiſh ; takiag plea- 
ſure In p-rſecations ; And rememse | 
bring the command of our Saviour , when he ſaid, | 
Rejoyre ani [rap for '0) : [318 Neceſlities, Re»-roaches 
ana Diltreſles were not only «ſupportable, but plea- 
ſant to hmm. He valued not the YVanries, Riches, 
Honours or Temptations of the world , cſteeming 
all but /ofs for Chriſt, whom he beheld as a burnin 
Pillar 1n the wilderneſs of Its life : and as a Pole- 
far wich h2 never !oft /ghe of, He ſought for | 
no other ſupport, {weetnzſs or comfort. He well 
knew, that Chriſt could cool the A4rdors of his ſuf | 
ſermgs ; he only could dry up his 7 ears, break bis * 
ferrers, and cullipate all his annoyance, If hewere 
in Garkne's , he wasin light. If he were in doubt, 
there could he have Counſel ; if in danger of 
{hipwrack, he was the haven ; if in a Labyrinth of 
Janvers, he was the thread that could cuide him 


out ; yea, it at the gates of death , he would be | 
his life. | 
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A.M Can the aviet may then chooſe but walls at: 
an. his Gllineflſe ( or madneſſe. rather) ro be enveioled 
hs with ſuch a colily nothing, as the world holdsforth 
4 inits grearelt contentments ; the very beſt of whoſe 
SV efetts being but ſha ame, and a ſad experience ? Can 
i he poſſibly deli oht in thoſe ns , under the preſſure. 
Mm whereof he even groaned and ſunk ; - On whom was © 
pl = laid the rnquity f as all , 1a. 53-_ 6. Or can he -- 
| 'believe _ himſelf happy in _commutcing thoſe very 
Fr which drew from b;a2 that ſwear, that blood, 
thoſe fizhs, thoſe tears ? O then 1 fince. /i» is not 
only & filchy, bur 2 Darnful thing to them whoſe ; 
3+ are nor benumb'd, and paſt feeling , let ug + 
| not ſport with irrilivion, and droll away our w- _ 
WW mortality 2 neither ſet us eſteem thoſe carnal in- + 
 joyments as pleaſures which made "our Sawvonr not 
i only cry, bur ta Cry with full fireneth , 3 My God | 
| my God, why ha#t thou forſaken me) 
To thou (© ſinner ) yet thou, wile Rill lift up 
| an armed han{ againlt thy Lor4, againſt a God om- 
' nNipotent;\ who is ever ready to dothee 729d, Blind 
and inſenſible Fugitrve from the Soveraiy _ Eſſences l 
| whither wile thou go, not to find the reproaches of 
| Thy crimes ? a caytife. pleaſure, a wretched gain, 
F diſlolute companyztake God out of thy hear! to re- 
- fign thee as a prey to. thy paſſions, | Thou wiit adore | 
| the favaurs of men, an4 negle& thy G! , Walch 2 
 tke the Rain-bow, .make ſhaw of many Splem: dors 
and various paintings ; yet leave us bet Nh but was 
ter, Thou wouldeſt ſeck thy Paradiſe on earth, 
and endeavour thy happiveſs from the Courts of — 


Princes and oreat MEN, 
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- But O that we ſhould thus build fortunes upowa |} 
foundation of quick-hlver ! upon a frail reed 1: up- F 
on a man who beareth all rhe figures of vanityl } 
That we ſhould this way ever think to find true Res F 
atitude ; fince beiny eſtranzed from heaven and the 
living God, wegraſp nothing bux Chimzraes of | 
Honour, and the feeble Images of content ! we } 
ſhall like che Dov in the Fable , miſtake the ſha- 
dow for the ſubjtance; we ſhall looſe the body F 
of pleaſures , Which is vertue, by catching at the I 
ſhadow , which is vice; all our endeavours here be- } 
ing but ſhadows, Farcies and golden Dreams,which | 
will trouble us the more when we ſee we haye | 
loit them- 4 
What then 1s the Reaſon, that we ſo greedily Þ 
embrace the fading pleaſures of the world 2 why 


do we make ſo wild a chorce ? Is it becauſe they are 
pleaſant ? Ah, no, take a ſizner on the merrieſt pin, 
( as they uſe ro ſay) and you will hnd his jo/bity ro 
be bur his diſeaſe; like 2 man bircen with a Ta- 
ranin/a{or having ſwallowed a weed which is called 


Sardoa ) rhat langhs himſelf to death 5 and {o 18 6 
2:47thered by that which looks like Merriment. 

Is 1t not a Scorcthing pleaſure for the revengeful 
and envious man to be (till burning in the fire? How 
lean a pleaſure 1s it for the Ambitions to be (ill 
feeaing on the Air ? How groſs a pleaſure for the 
Drunkard to be Gill wallowi:g im the mire ? How 
Aary apleaſure far the Covetous to be till prouling 
on the earth ? Are thoſe the worlds beſt contents ? 
Its true , with the carnal mar they are ſocalled ; 

but can be no otherwiſe repreſented, then like a 


| | 
7 "& is * , : 
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| Grave. 
*% .. And Jinks kad we as many eyes open aide” 

| Heaven ,-as Heaven openeth here to behold the 
oy of men , we ſhould be firucken with hor« 
| zor to ſee 2 depraved ſoul , to change all its abilities 
| ro-z4centives for in , and co make pleaſ' ures and the 
| dctghs of rhe world the true ſnares to entice him 
to Srernal Miſe ery ; whoſe fading condition will- 
| {con tell us, that we have nothing immortal in us, 
| bur the Riches of the mind; and that all this exte- 
"xtor Luſtre of the world which charmeth the eyes of 
' men, isbut a cloud in painting , a ſmall vapor of 
water, 4 fable of times 2 Dial which we rhen on- 
| by: behold when the Sun refle&eth on 1t;and Which 
muſt in the erfd be buried in an eternal ni2ht of 
_ Oblivien,. 

- Farbeit then from us , to tie our ſelves to the 
| dy Palms of the world, 'and not to the Trce of + 
of life, which never periſheth, - And © that the 
Beauties we here enjoy, mighr-contain a Spirir, 
. Wholly Caleftial , that we would much rather 
| lodge. God in our heart, then conclude him 1n any. 
other, ching 1 andrnat we would defireto open our 
. ſoul to the oreat Divinity , whereby we might -N 
more abundantly receive its Lights, and che ardours 
_ of neaven, 

*Outalas! why are we ſo blindas to joye ſervitude, 
and make a' Goddeſs of the worlds Beauty ? Why 
| _ ſhould we. make it ourelory to ſacrifice Cur liberty, © 
= kn: A Es - 'H 4. and | 
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and kiſs the fc:rcrs of our {lavery inſtead of break- 
3n- them?Is it nor a piticvlching co ſee a man burn. 
in Ice, and congeal in fire ? to ee his colour wan, | 
his viſace meagre , Vs eyes holloiv , checks ſunk, | 
E the ii g1ddythe reaſon uncollectd and the heart | 
wholly feaverith for the love of a creature that floute } 
eih him? ſuch 1s the ſcornful world which we court, | 
whoſe infamous Tyrarnies exceed all the foallbes of 
entranced Lovers , and makes you die a thouſand } 
times a day, and at laſt perhaps to obtain nothing, | 
It was the ſaying of (orftantine, T hat his great< | 
elf kaypin'ſs, and that which he did far more effeem * 
then his Purple or Diademywas to entertain the knows. | 
ledge of the Living Goa, which hath been revealed | 
to 14 by bu only Son Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of | 
the world , whoſe perſon was full of miracles, hu * 
life full of w:ſdome anda goodneſs, and his Dottrme 
of purity, who o:10ht ſo mach the more to be hovoured, 
ſence to conquer our pride and expiate our demerits, he. 
hath hambiei himſelf to the puni't ment of the Croſs, 
ana hath done for us all that which an incomparable 
love can do, and endured all that which an mwuincible 
 patierce may ſuffer, This be ſpake on his Throne 11 
a full Senate ofret his Baptiſm , and being newly 
returned from Gertil:i/\m, Alas then ! that thoſe 
who own th: name of Chriſtians , ſhould not be 
grieved to leada life,an enemy to the Creſs, odious 
to Rexſ0n,and inſupportable ro men ! That-ſo many 
g00d men as we read 5f,ſhould by the power of that 
| vertue-ff:0t their bodies, &prefer corre pt above aNl 
| That the world eſteemeth, that they might conform 
| Themſelves to the /wferings of out Saviour y and 
W, any 


= _ The Bondage and ſlavery of carnal men, TY ; 'Y 
' any contentment ſhould be dehghrfulco us,which © 
cometh not from d:v:nc things , and blots out the 
© memory of all ſenſual deleations! 7 
8.  Othenler us as oftenas we arerempted to any ./ 
| known $:», check onr ſelves with a reflection upon 
' the. denuntiations of Gods 7udg er.ents thereon! © 
| Letus conſider, that-as :$:» is waited op by death, 
| ſodeath is waited on by Eternity, and Eternity with 
| unparallel'd Tortures ; when thoſe eyes which here !} 
 didburn with ff, ſhall in that bottomleſs Furnace - 1 
 beſcarchr with Br:mſtoxe ; when that Tongue which } 
S here denyed poor Lazarm a cup of drink,thall there # 
_ -cry Qut to Lazar for a drop of water ; when thoſe * 
Ears which here were uſed to wazton it with Min- _ 
| Rifels, ſhall be there filled with nothigg elſe,but the - 
 hallow groans of Devils,and the ſhrill [creeches 'of 
the damned; when the Body which was here cloath- || 
ed 1n-purple and fine linning (ſhall be there enwrape | 
In a mantle at once of Darkzeſs, and yet of flames, 
| and that voice which was here ſo much delighted 
| with detraGon, ſhall ſo complain of Torments, as 
to be tormented with complaining ! OT 
_-: Methinks we ſhould need no other »9tive to re- + 
ſtrain us from-//» and carnal ſecurity then ſuch a + 
death which is the cnd of //- ; methinks we ſhould 
need no other Sermon to dehort us from the ſlavery. 
of fin; -then the bare reſounding of thoſe ſad Ec. 
choings.16 our Ears, The delights of finyare tranſi= = 
- ent; butthe Torments thereofeverlaſtins, Is it not 
range then to ſee , or can you poſſibly believe , 
chatche ſame man that thus loves his pleaſures, and * 
cannot endure to be tormented, ſhould thus delighe ' 
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ro thruſt his hand into the fire? or that he which | 

fears to loſe one drop of 4/004, ſhould take pleaſure | 
in the cutting off his ſingers ? and yer this is the | 
E Caſe of every will all ſmner. <4 

4 O how dear doth it coſt men tobe da a1 ! did } 
the man of wxcleaneſs whillt he is in the embraces. {| 
of his fulſome harlot think of his ſweating T ub; the * 
man of ſloth and ſoftneſs of the Gow: and” Strangury 
which will atrend him; The man of e:vy and 
bitterneſle of his conſuming Heckrick , he would 
find his /i»s ſo far from being pleaſant as that they 
would bur give him before hand a ralt of hell, © 

 Ocurſedblindneſl:: ! to buy cortures and g bbets 
with ſuch Affi:&:9ns and crofles , nay how eercible., 
how jult art chou (O thou Soveraign Creator of 

| Heaycnand Earth ! ) thus to chaftiſe and puniſh us 

{| for our ſins ! never ſhall we know thee arighr , un- 

t Uullwe reflect more directly on the Greatneſle, M1. 
jelty and Verity ; never ſhallve come out of our 
ſecurity, until wz behold all the wild fancies of our 
Opimons ſcattered, to give way to the Truth, until 
with Mary Mardal ne | who made a Towel to 
wipe the feet of our Saviour with the ſame nets 
wherewt:h ſhz catch:d wanton Lovers) we renounce 
the world,and our fizs and conſecrate all the graces 
of our wit andlearning which we have miſ-uſedin 
Vanities, oO the T ropheys of 7eſus. 

Ah what a ſhame is1t, thar a ſo#! created for the- 
del: hr of God, ſhould bo his contentment from 
things Cont: -mpaible | wretched man ! which makefi 
Brauty thy delight,Gold thy contentment; Friends thy 
dependance,Conterrment thy eſtate, thy lhetlter thy 

Wity 
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The Bondage and ſlavery "4 civnat me. 16 * Þ 
|. wit, thy refuge, and whatſoever pleaſeth thee ro be ' 3 
*M under the Tirle of contentment!Is.not God thy con- } 
© cenement, which includeth all other pleaſures ? Is b 
If it not he alotie which containeth the Models of all .* , 
! the Pleaſures ro be thought on ? Is not he the 0b- - 2 
_ 1: which gathereth rogerher all delights, as he 
@ uniteth all Bleſſings ? 0 carnal man 1 remember - 
4 that" che Creature- which is now ſo much beloved,” 
p willone day be reje&ed, forſaken, as having nothing 4, : 
{ 11 it but Ioathſomneſſe and deformity. + i 
|  OPoor Soul then, really miſerable,and worthy of - 
| 4ll the poverties of earth, fince the Riches of hea- _ {| 
| venticannot ſuffice thee! what naſt thou to do with - | 
thoſe fanding Puddles of e/Egypt which do only | 
' enflame thirſt in thy ves ? wilt thou never ſeek || 
-. for thy refreſhment in rhe Ciſterns of Bethel ? wilt |} 
| thou ( like Ravens) be tied to a wretched piece of 
| Carrion? Is itfor ſuch ;»famons pleaſures that thou 
|  renouncelt rhe de/ig brs of Heaven? unhappy man! #3 
| Where wilt thou find place to reſt on at laſt > Hence Þ 
| _ then, with riot, with carzal ſports and fealting, and 
With all chy diflolute delights, do but once vouch. C 
ſafe to open thy eyes, and ſee the head-long raize | 
' which threatneth hee, and thou ſhalt ſoon find No 
thing ſo pleaſant as the glory of the Croſſe in the -} 
deep Abyſſe of our Saviours ſuſſerino;, who will at laſk ? 
find a means and way to finiſh our /fe by the Etir- 4 
uy of Our reward, . E 
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That th; Worlds be} Delights occalfon much aiſ- 


comfort au Aitii&1on tO 2X, 


T was the ſaying of a wiſe man, That man en. . 
tereth into this life as Into a iull career, where 
bliadn:ſſe in the beginning puts a ſcarf} over hig 
eyes , and inen Jeivers him over to labaurgwhich 
viveth him a heavy (tone to roll all the dayes of big 
life, Afterwards we run like a Torrente whicher 
Paſſion tranſ9orts us, and where the blaſt of Ambi- | 
tio leads us 3 yea,cver (as che further we wade , 
we diſcover leile land} do we find trouble? in a bar- 
ren labour and much vanity, where to our ſelves 
we propoſe ſoine ſol:arty. 
Our alas ! Eternal God L who art elder then the 
begiming of Time, and moce durable chen che end 
of Ages | muſt our life, ſo freely given us In tals 
world, become to ſhort and troubieſome ? Muſt 
' Our Scepters be made of o/afſc,our Crowns of per- 
fumed T horns, and the wayes of grrat ones mage all 
of Jce, bordered with Precipuces? Surely our hife 1s 
a Mufick-book, wherein you ſhall never ftind many 
White Noics in one and the ſame /:2e, but black are 
uſually mingled amon2ſtthem. Divize Providence 
hath min2led our lite, as one would do wine and 
water; ſome drink the pareſt , but all taſte a com- 
mixtion. How variouſly may we b-hold f[:veral 
perſons atfliged iaths world; one with ſickneſſe , 
anorher for the death of a friend ; one With cone 
tem?t, another with ſland'r ; one with poverty, an0- 
ther with deformity ot body ; (me With Tempora! | 
— milhapes , 


| 2d Y II muite Wy D i, fort au oo” p Sits, Tl ids. I 
| miſhapes | and others with 1nai/poſitions of mind, * 
\. Godgives vsa Leſſo2in a lirtle Book, which hath 


© bur 16 pages; the one 1s Conſolation, the other 
oy Deſolation , . andeach of them rake their turn, Ic 


W isfit for us therefore in” the day of Proſperity to _ 
W think of  Adver/ity , and in the day of Adver- 
; Kt ToÞ remember Proſperity, And fince the end 
, of ff 18 ſuch , as that 'a man would nor ſuſter. 
# one hour of Hells Terments to purchaſe an Eternity ; 
. of ſinful pleaſures , we ſhould Qiand ſo much In | 3 
$ tear” of that, 250 ſtand in fear of nothing elle. - 
Alas ! the countenance of rhofe rhings waich -} 
you. dayly behold with ſo much contentment , will 
- quickly vaniſh. The time will come when it ſhall 
nor. laſt an our wirh you. Like Ecchoes, the fur-. - 


ther you go from them, the leſs repercuſſion there 
is, they leſining and looſing themſelves in the Ar. _ 


| Certainly, al well conſidered, the Þ/ay is Bot worth 
| _ the experce'of rhe Candle, when afterwards. ( like 
theſ: flying worms which Phedon ſpeaketh of, whor ' | 
unperceivably ring us, and we feel 1 It nor, unit WE... 
.  feefome ſwelling on the 567») it ſhall appear, how 
' 'many pans we have infliiged on our body, how mas _ 
| thy Torments on Our 232d, how much Time we have 
Joſt, 'bow 1 many ll LOngues WC have ras d to Pleaſe, 2 
1 know por whar, petty > wicked and vile .defire | 
_ which ou know Dot WAR It is, nor tO what! Y ; 
renderh. 2 
:,.*O- that we. ſheutd: purchaſe bet! wich NR many I 
-niſchiefs | | 'what Illufions and Fantacres are theſe Þ 
 _ whardo we herein, but till a barre» field which pro- | 
CI Mo f runs » and gives us Therrs and jI1 #0 2 
ZR OL DTS 
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FE” 110 T he Worlds beſt Delights occaſiog 'F 
” ours ſprinkled with ſome fair Bloſoms ? whete. | 
think ye to find pleaſure out of God ? whoſe joyes | 
are like thoſe gardens which never whither , bur 
are perp:tually watered with immortal Graces 
Heaven imiles upon us with a face more bright then 
the cleareſt Summers day, and (trercheth our her 
arm full laden with the blet{ings thereof. The Sun 
( like the mother of Holy Loves, encompaſſed with 
itS glorious Riyes , as ſo many Troops of YVirems 
and chaſt ones all whice with :9#9cency , and re- 
ſplendent with /ghr of glory ) ſeems co diſcover 
thoſe Syrens which have ſo mucn abuſed the flower 
of our Age, and to acquaint us with the dicerts y 
 vanitiesand 1wfamies of a tempting world. 
Behold all Ages and conditions; ask them wht- 
» ther they ever found any.h:trermeſſe 1n a heavenly 
&| converſation ? how {imple then arewe to turmoil 
” ourſelves upon the fra:/tres of fleſh ?- which if you 
have [in ſome ſort | enjoyed, have proved worſe 
then your own dcfiies ; {5 much have they been 
mineled with gall, attended with remorſe,and even 
produced Grbbets and Tortures with their ereateſt 
Delights. ” 
We mult not expect here to have our good things 
with D:ves, and to be carried with Lazaru into 
Abrahams Boſome, How unlikely a thing it 18, tO 
grow big with riches , and wichal,\to enter tho- 
row the eye of 4 »2e4/e; Can we gzxpet Paraatrſe 
here, and Heaves hereafter ? Such ( ſaith St, Am- 
broſe) 1s the condition of our life, Roſes which b2- 
fore fu grew Without Thorns, are now on all (1des 
armed with ſhirp-pointed Prick/es, to teach us 26 
ne 


+ —_— $0 Hy 
4%. Sal EDN 
v FR <Q & 4 ; : 
* 's - > 
'W . a—V.,"\ . 4 
- 
: 


much D; , comfort and oA fiiBlion,. "IM — 
| the. moſt ſmiling fortunes , take part in the cares, __ | 
| miſeries of the condition of mortals. | I 
And great cauſe have they, to love their Girnih c 

G all cheir life long o, Which hath given them opportu=. 3 
' nity to arrive at the Port , Where all miſeries arts - 
poured out ; tobe turned into felicrties ', to enjoy  } 
| the great Abyſſe of delights ;- which are reſerved for } 
|. the moſt purified ſouls, To.be wrapt 11 contemplation | 
WP of heavenly bounties., and wholly raviſhed in confi- - ; 
y deration' of divine beauties: to wveh. that drvixe pro= |} 
| 2:dence , which holdeth the Helm of the world; 
| and which like a watch-Tower(furniſhed with a chou- E 
| ſand; fires) abundantly ans aa this Ocean a 
|  ON-WE ſail. Ml 
Who then would not adventure droming ; ; toat- | 

$ tain ſuch a heaven of eternal j 70y , and reſt ? who 
|- . would not here ſuffer pain for him , who is the fa- 


ther of ſufferings; and King of the afflicted > Pſal.16. | 

' . Fs The K mmgly Propher ſaid , T (tall be [atus fi { = 

| when thy,o glory ſhall appear to mes) thou wilt 2 
tbe path of life ,:1in thy preſence 3s fulneſſe of Joy, 


| ' and at thy right hand there are pleaſures for evere ; 
= more 1 n | 


- Qur Saviour is he oreat rites of Beclins, made 


ſhew wr 


inthe beginning of 4 ges+ he put on fleſh, wholly - 

-imprinced with dolours ; 5 a heart drenched i in griefs 

| andacerbitics, a rogue ſteepedin gall, Rounda- | 
| -:bout himare millions of elevated, and couragious 
E . ſouls 3” who all WEAR 1s Livery 3 Ky olortouſly |be- | 
| - Ing on earth | diſpoſed themſelves ro this. great / 
» ape! of doloyrs? Al creatures of the world, groan, 


2nd d bring fogt ; ; all Elements are In Traven, and per] 


ww .ow RNVvÞamwwy, 


E. mm Lan 1 


_—_ '# ' PACT" . or :, *+ ” 
"L "5 SG. - - 

. 'R 6 i AK od 

Y "Ro 


tf - - 
W W A 


F $713 T he Worlds beſt deliphts occ aſion "" 


oy 
* ry 
k 6 
te 
Wh 
XD 
a) 
#6) ge 
35 
. -; Vi 
Y _ 
4 
"IX, 
% , wt 
> 
: 
$» 
C 4 
4 


peruall agitation ; rhe air it ſelf (as ſay Philoſophers 
1s continually Rrucken with the 2201207 of Heavey, | 
thar the earth hatch not porſov, Rivers are cleanſed | 
and purifted by the ?reamrng current of their waters, } 
The earth is never in repoſe, and the »4t#re of creat | 
things is , g=nerally to ſuffer evils > why then alas! 
do we ſhun this heavenly Warfare ? = " 
Happy 1s that life, which hath no eyes , forge 
thoſe carnall 42avties, but continually exprefleth ;u*} 
conltant readineſle towards the keeping of all the } 
lawes and commandements of God , making his will |} 
"More dear unto us, then the apple of out eyes. And } 
 O that we couldexprefle a love , by dayly offering | 
aur [elves ( if it were polſible) a hundred cimes for | 
him,in as many ſacrifices, a3 our ſoul hath thoughts, * 
and body members, 157105 Þ 
Heonly deſerves to be ferved above all things, | 
ſervice done to him, 18 not only molt p/-a/ing , bur 1 
gaineth great reward , when this life 1s ended? why | 
then do we rather ch ofe, to live the {laves of crea- 
tures ; and dwell underche tyranny of our Paſſions, 
then to imbrace the yoke of God ? were it not much 
rather fit, we order the ſinall ſervice we do to him, 
as well in our Prayers as A925 in ſuch ſort ,' that | 
there be neither work,word,nor thoughr from morn- | 
ing till nighe ; which is not ſquared within the ral | 
_ God requireth of us, _ 
And ſurely , without our #eps be thus guided to 
perfeftion, by the knowledge of the will of God, 
we cannot be ſafe in aby of our wayes, for rh De- 
&rll hath every where laid his Nets, that we may 
miſcarry;the whole earth is nought but a ſnare; ſnares 
1N 


The Worlds Diſcomfort and of fliftion. wes Tt3:” 
Fins: ches , ſnares in. Poverty , ſnares in meate, ſnares: 
L in &r:;»k; ſnarcs in ſleep, in words:in works; yea in ' 
© all our actions. And therefore true devotion ought to /; 
W haveits retirements, its Prayes, and continuall zedzs * 
WI tac0ns; It outht to have three aſpelts, one upon God; 1 
7 another on it/e/f, and the third upon. our nerohe 
© -ozr.. It ought to flic over all the attions of our life; * 
Wl hike a Bee over flowers, andrto convert all inco ho- | 
W ney; yea it is molt neceſſary ,the hearr break into | 
# /ghs,and diflolve into deſires for the preſence of God! 
# -. For certainly, if there be any lite in the world, . 
which is able toncreaſe, nouriſh , and foment true 
4 JOY; -1t 1s 11hthe C hriſt 1an life , holly and purely 
SA {dz according to. the 7u/cs of the word of God ; 
#  all-which is powerfull, and able, to <lad a well= | 
 - compoſed ſo»/, and toentertainir in eter: al delights; | 
 :heing eminen:1ly to be ſound in the exerciſes ofPiety, - 
M. whereby an entire reconciliation is made , between | 
God. and-our ſouls, And Oh what atreaſure of. 
| - p:ace, what atreaſure of /ove, and what a treaſure..of 
.=- glory-18 this acyoton , Inthe midſt of all the crofles z 
| troubles, affiictions of a miſerable life !_ , 
| -. The Clock goes on by the help of its counter= 
| poize; :and Chriſtian life never proceedeth in vers 
| 246; but by counter-ballance of its croſſes. He that 
| loves Jeſm Criſt, muſt ſerve him. As 1n worldly 
| Amnties , it is not ehough to have affections, lan- 
..ouors , and /ip-complements without better effects 
_ of -affeftion; ſo ought we not to think that his /ove | 
confilteth in flight affeftations of idle devot:ov, He 
\thuſt -ſerve who will truly love Jeſws; bis commana 
- uſt be entertained, his ;// executed , his croſs cate 
EGS: —_ yedz 


vis 


” Did we but once throughly begin to diſlike rhe 
& world, and heartily to love Jeſus (hr:i5t, we ſhould 
EF almoſt inſentibly | every moment | chink upon him. ! 


We ihould have a ailtaſte and unſavourineſle of heatr ; 


againſt all earthly things ; {0 that 1t will ſeem ro you, * 
that the moſt pleating objects of the world are mix- 


+ ed with gal/ and wormword ; we ſhall ſeck for our 
* Saviour 1n4ll Creatures ; we ſhall /Fygmiſh after him 


all chat bzareth his name and memory, will be de= 
tighrfome to us , we ſhall ſp:ak, of him in all com» 


| panes; yead-:/ireto have him honoured , eltecmed , 
- , and acknowledged by all the world ; our ſolitude, 
will be in Jeſ#s, our diſcourſe of J-ſus 3 Jeſus will 
# be [1N our watchiugs , and 1n OuTl ſtrep X 1n our aff arrs, 

= Jn our 7ccreations ; andO how unwilung will we 


te cloſe /phr of him for a lutle time! 

Norhing will be ſodelicious and pleaſing as the 
coMtemplation of his truch , whereon ou: ſoul liveth, 
and tcedcth , as the ey: upon Cco'ours , the Bee on 
rw, ant the Phenix ( as it is ſaid ) on the thinneſt 
vaprurs Of ihe air ; and whereof having once taſted, 
we icorniully beho!d the world as aplace of many 
errors fantacis andilluſions, rurmoyling our minds 
wich Varicty on diſturbances n hindering us from en- 
joyin-: the purity, plenitude, and ſweet repoſes to be 
found inthe molt comfortable maxims of a Firitnal 


ive, 


Wwe 
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Un al worn ſtars, were irnot thar the Gakles of. . 
the earth which we make'uſe of ro meaſure it, cau- | 


W ſeth the contrary co appear ; ſolikewiſe: thould we * 


| have ſome belief, and opinion that the great dig- | 


© ities; of the world have lomething of eminency 4 


WB and content in them , Were 1t not that they daily J 
Ee fall into ſhaddowes , and Phantaſmes of nothing > | 
W BurO the little aſſurance may be had in men, or 
favours? ſince men are like veſſels; who do nothing | 
all their life time bur play with the winds , and fa- 
vours are but waves: of- Laſs, 5, Which: faill nor ro 
-hiver themſelves , againſt the: Rocks. | 

* How ſoon doth jealouſs: , and {ufpition / which 
makes even our thoughts. Fe?” I and divides. 
beds as well 2s Kingdowes ) blaſt the leaſt ray of | 


”  mwertue, or Prol perity or 2nother with its bleared cl 
| Nay, how otten (and w hich deſerves the greateſt | 


commiſecation- in the world ) have offendirs. fate 
as judoes., upon the blood of an-mwmecent , depti>. . 
 ving him not only of life, bur the'precious Jewell ' 
F of reputation, which maketh uslive a pleating and 


— ffirituall life in the eftimarion, and memory of good. 


men ; bur (bzmn2 once lof] } maketh'us odious.1 in the, 
eſtimation of all! n TY 
-- Well then may we open our heart to the cinfh 
Jations of heaven , fince thoſe of - earth are ming- 
_ Ted with ſo much orief and unhappineſle : : well may. 
we fore up the Proviſion of virtue as our: inheri- _ 
nance: , ſince all other bleſſings - are but duft and 
wind: Qlert us but once: wipe thoſe eyes , ſur- 
charged with terrefirial humours 3 and covered with 
Rt Iz : =” 


=X O F Our laſt Account. 
Y a thick cloud of the worlds vazzr )! and let us who- 
| ly fix them , upon the infinite Jove , mercy and 
| goodnefe of Go:!, as that which will cheartully car- 
F ry our ſouls with tull flight into the boſome of 
© of the Almighty, and there hoid them as in a 
bs ſfwect circle of raviſhing contemplations , which 
E traniport them from one perfet1ox to another, never 
 findiny end nor beyinniny, 


Of our lalt Account. 


T Nid we bur truly believe the ſou! of man to be 
Wort ; d1d we bur only ourwardly afhirm 
a Heaven, a Hell , areſurrection of the body, an 
invitible judge, and a day of judgement , with how 
preat a citcumifection would we carry , and de- 
mean our ſelves , amonelt the pleaſures and vanities 
of a perifhing, and fading lite ? 

 Ordid we but duly conſider, how in following 
the ſplendid honours of this world , which are char- 
ped vIth more 7Therxs then Pearles, how we loſe 
a Kin-dom of elory, a Diadem of Bliſs, a Crown of 
Iite , ſuch 2 weizhr of glory , as the eye of reaſon 
ts roo din to þzhold , the heart of man roo nat- 
TOW to contain , 2nd the whol: life of man too ſhort 
to urter, and all in exchange for a botromleſle lake 
ot fice and brimitone, R-v. 21. $. Or did we but 
remenTber , chat the wages of in 15 death ; and ſuch 
an int1] -rable death,as that whoſoever ſhall undergo 
would think it » happineſs - to be returned into bis 
firtt nothing ; O how would we refle& upon our own 
vilensfle ? How would we(O earths ! orcat ſpt- 


. 


Of « or laſt Arcount, L 114) 


Z ric 1) repreſent thee as tErrible to our underſtand-" 
wgs » as thou art aimable ro our wills 2 | | 
 OourGod! though we fear thee not with a ſer- ; 
vile fear., fince "Ig art altozether 200dneſle, kt us. 


| ever dread thy works, fince we arefrailty It {elf;let us. 


hereafrer live 1n ſuch fort aswe would be: Judcd \&] 
give up our laſt ac count before thee; ler us conſecrare | 
our lite to innocency , andbantth all char jj» which 
will then clog us from a chearfull appearance. Ler us | 
undertake Piety , humility , obedience, Almes ; 
and devotion ; which ace the moſt aſſured ones of 


Prede {tination; God 1n filence draweth our the web 


F _ of ourlife ; if then we deſire to be happy, what have 


we to do but order it to his oloty ? But if we create 
impediments herein,O ignorant that we are to Gods | 
gooanefle , and ever unfartht ull ro his word! 
':To liveas becomes us in this world, we ought(# 25 
Mannbs ſaith ) to have a veil over our eyes, not 
10 ce ; orinſecing, to diflembl2 many thinvs ; 4 _ 
Key on ourears, to ſhut them againſt the inatly 
follies - which proceed from, bad mouthes ; ; anda 
*compaſle on our lips, to meaſure, and ſquare out all | 
:our words with diſcretion ; we ought alſo ro make 
bſc of the world as a thin? ; borrowed : to do good © 
-wi-h our goods, and make friends of the unrighire- | 
ous; Marmon , we ou2ht to obſerye faith , "and 
-virrue inall our carriages, without which the bletfings . 
of heaven | will never c be proſperous here on earth) | 
_ -- WE ought dayly to beg of God to deliver us from our 
: paſſions. And as an eſpeciall meanes of a quiet 
| _  andpeaceable' converſation , we ought to have re» | 
St pet Co the Well ordering of our rongnt » Which con- | 
— a | 1I 3 ” he Lain» 


XA Of our laſt Accinnt. 


net all the 200d, orevili of man ; being the nees 
| le of the great Giall of the ſoul , that mult ſhew all 
the hours : the diſcoverer of our tnouShts, the Imaze 
, F of our aQions, the inte; preter of our wills \ and the. 
EST Key of our whole life, 

The Pore faich 's 7am. 3. Zo If any man in offend 
zot in word, the ſame is a perfeit man. Alas | what 
| ont not a wicked affecuon, a calumny , a ſulpition, 
an unbridle anger, an incon{iderate word | how. 
Oreat a matter a little fire Kindleth ! How great 
ſhould our carc be alſo over our 7 hoghrs, ſo well 

= Kknown tothe ſearcher of our hearts ; and which 

& (as one weil obſerves ) we have a harder task ro 

& maſter , and bring in ſubje&ion , rhen the reſt of 
out Aftiors! And to this end , that we may the 
better give up our Account with comforc , Jet us 
cvery morning reſolve ro fix , and ett]: our afftz&t- 
ons , wholly on him who hath preſerved us the 
precedent nivhre; for otherwiſe (as Philoſophers ob- 
ſerve that thoſe Thunde:s which Qirr about brea 
of day , are the molt dan<crous ) if the firſt rayes 

& of the light diſcover our covetous,envious,ambirious 

& and revenvefull paſſions; rhey will not only ſparkle 

& 3nwardly, to the diſadvantage of our ſoul, bur all 
the day after roar, as thunder , to the corrupting 
of our mind \the loing of our credit , and detri- 
ment of our eſtate. 

He that will efteQually corre& his vices , and de- 
Fefts, mult as it were pull them away by little 

threads. Firlt riſe in the morning with a thought 
| Char day not to fail into /i», but ro oppoie it in every 
Place » as ſomc grand enemy , which thou would'tt 
van- 


_ Of our lft Account. I OT 179 ? 


ww pod. Aﬀcer Dinner , retiring thy ſelfa parts. ': 1 
 agskan account of thy ſoul , of thy relapſes; then 
M note. the number ,' and purpoſe ro arm thy ſelf ber» 
WP rec for the reſt of the day, After ſupper make 
$M the like exerciſe ; and ſo one findeth our from day 
today, from week to week, from one moneth to 
.f or What profit 1s ndde - : ſurely there is no | 
* inperfettion ſo rooted , which is nor pulled away 
by chegrace of God, you remaining in the conſtancy 4 
8 of ſuch anexerciſe. 2 
# Andrruly notime ovght to be omitted herein, 
ſeeing death commeth APACe ; it expecteth us at 
| all hours, and in all places ; the decyees thereof, are 
| | more perſpicuous, and clear, then if they were writ- 
| ren with the Beams of the Sun, and yer We cannot 
 * read them, His trumpet ſoundeth perpecuilly, more 
{ 1nczllizibly then Thunder, and we underſtand ir nots 
w2 muſt take a long fare-well to all things; which 
pertaintto life ; and ſhould therefore every qay ſtu- 
KW gyourlaſt, We everywhere meet wich watches, 
an x: Bog and dialls; ſome of cold , and ſome of filver, 
| Othersenchaſed with precious {tones , which ſhew 
us all ths hours but that which ſhall be our laſt, 
| Acthe very inftant when you read this, a thouſand 
| anda'thouſand ſauls perhaps , unlooſn:d from the 
| body, are preſented before the cribunall of God ; 
Wh: ;C would you ao if you were preſent” y tO bear 
them company ? There is but one wor, Timely Je- 
ſpiſe in your body , what you ſhall have no need of 
Ht of the body. 3 
_ Do you know how ſoon your ſou! ſhall go out? O 


hope ſad will itbe if ſhe ſhould be ſurprized in 2! 
es 44 wy | will 


4 110 Of our la#t Account, 


will not Hell , the (ftorehouſe of erernall fir fire Py the 
oreat lake of the anver of God, (where there 1s 9: | | 
eviil but we may expeRt ; nor 000d which we mays. 
hope for) be then eerrible unto thee? will not hues, 
then undoubredly refuſe thee, Angels deride thee,thy, | 
conſcience aftrighr thee,andSatan criumph over thee: | 
Call thy ſoul then ro an account every nigh afcer 
this manner , O my ſoul ! whar haſt thou acne this 
day ? what good haſt thou committed , what ewill | 
haſt thou omitted? where hath thy chriry appeared | 
in cloathin? the Naked , refreſhin ! the hunery, vi- 
ſiting the lick : comforting the afflicted, and har- 
bouring the deſolate ? Remember often chy Creator, | 
and forger not thy exd, Thc earth at preſent , 1s not 
worth thy cnvylng , It 15 corrupt , and Poiſoned with 
a curſe ; look therefore after a better Country, att | 
wnheritance undefiled, and that fadeth nt away, where © 
t hos ſhalt have a parton given the , when all things 
{hall be made new. 
O look not any more upon a withered and rotten 
poura ; upon ſeducements and falihood of a moſt 0- 


dious and decay'd Proſiitute ; bur look up co heaven, 
where wealth without want, delizht without diſtalt, 


and joy without ſorrow (like undefiled , and uncor- 
ruptible v:rg1ns ) fir cloathed, and crown'd with 
olory. Let {8 : remembrance of our own mortality, 
our Saviours death , the joyes of Heaven , and the 
rorments of Hell, be as 2 fourfold cord , to draw 
us from ths world , and pull us mighcily to Our 
duties. 

Lzt us conſider , roar (lik? d wretehed nners) we 

have LNDirk'c our ſelves in the dangerous Sea of this | 


WO; :10; 


_ of or laſt A tes mn” r2r 4 
world , our adventure is'very Kee, full of _ 
! Rocks while we are failing , and inhoſpiral iy when 
 weare landed, And fince thete 15 no harbour thar 
We: can put inat, {but either Repentance or Death Þ 
| we' ſhould be continually caſting up of our accounts; 
8 1 Cor. 15. 3I, we ſhould dre daily, whilſt we ate. 
| here, that we die not erermally hereafter. And bleſ- | 
F ſed be- thaC hand that ſhall preſerve #15 171 brine, 12 
| that: it ay not Conſume ns in Brimſtane ; Bleſſed 
| arethoſe tripes which are meant to drive us out of 
| Perdi tion, 
_ - Sure we have great need oftentimes of aMi&ion - 
3 which muſt a li: tle reach us, tO imitate the lives of 
| the godly, For it is undoubcedly true that with long 
| proſperity we putrifie, as in a dead Sea, which Pro- 
. duceth nothing, yea ir is neceſſary that God touch 
the breaſts of his world with wormwood, and ſome- 
| times firike us, that (with Jonathan) we may ſuck 
in honey from the end of the Rod which {courgerh 
- us, when inthe chaſtiſements of a father we hall 
find the conſolation of true Children. 
.* Yea moſt neceſſary it is cowards the well order- 
ing of our life, and the embracing of atrue and 
ſolid Piety , whereby to make up our account with 
comfort, that we here live as P!/grims of the world, 
difarrayed of all , roeſteem nothing our own , bur 
_ our ſelves. All that which maketh us defile, quarrel, 
conteſt, accuſe God and man, is that we think we 
hive riobt in thoſe things whereof we have only the 
uſe;we muſt (ſaith Epitferus ) take all the bleſſing ings 
and. honouts of this world,as a'/paſſenger who going 


By our of fhe ſhip gathers Cockle-ſhels upon the ſand 
LINE yeb 


_—_ Of our laſt Account, | 
yet hath ever aneye co the ſhip whei*in he is engao'g, WM 
Above all, let us ſet a true eſtimation upon every 
thinz 1n the world, and notsuffer our ſelves to ba 
ſurprilcd by the :/lz//ons of ſo many 0b;efts, whoilf 
when they have charmed our eyes , and overthrowg i 
our r7eaſon , Will leave nothing behind them, bat (or-*W 
row to have one 111, and 1impotency of doin? wel - Wt 
Ler us powerfully refilt /e>ſuality , which will other= # 
wite make us a thing of nothing , and take heed of: | 
choſe three ſpirits | wine , live, and gaming | which | 
will fetter you with a prodigious {lavery , and make: 
\ you bzcome a /{1y1ng ſepulchre , and a T7 ombof ſur- i} 
fets : Remember chings paſt , reQifie the preſent, | } 
and foreiee thoſe to come. Andif thou have nocim- þ 
ployment to thy mind, yet be not troubled , or ſay : F 
ajl is loſt ; it is a 200d bulineſle to be well atreſt, ro + 
manure your ſpirit,and to enable your ſelf with read= | & 
- Ig, and peaceable converſation. 
Ler us fancy to our ſclves that the year of recom- 
| pence is now at hand, andthat Gods now ſtretch» 
/ 1ng upon us all the line of confuſion , and the (tones. 
otemprineis, //a. 3.4.11. Hoſ. 9.7. Let us ſuppoſe 
_ and Imagine (at leaſt as ſtronely as we can ) that the 
Sun 15 now growing black as a fack-clath of hair, and 
cc moon as blood. That the ſtars of Heaven are 
falling down upon th-earth; that the Heavens 
are ſhrinkin2 up like a ſcrowle of Parchment, and c- 
very mountain and Iſland removing out of its place; 
th:trhe Archoang<ll is now (ſounding his laſt Trume 
pet in our cares, and alarming our ſouls to the gene- 
Tall muſter cf rhe Lord of Hoſts, where Satan purs 10 
a Rowe of miſdemeanors againſt us, | 


After 


ah ___ Of our lafs Mcconnt, —_—_TT 
WH Afcer all this (I ſay) let us examine our hearts, how 
En.\uch a caſe we ſhould be afﬀfe&ed , whether with - © 
Mrranſports.of joy , that the time is now come,where- 
Mn all ſorrow ſhalt be baniſht from our hearts, and 
wherein all tears ſhall bz wiped from our eyes, or 
Belſe with ſcreeches and cryings out to the rocks and 
Mmountains,that they will be to kind,as to fall uPon us 
M -5co hide us frothe face.of him-that fitteth upon the / 
$ Throne & from the wrath of the Lamb, Rev, 6. 16. - 
f O how urgent a neceſſity then lies upon u3,to paſſe _ 
8 :hetime of our ſojourmng here. in fear and tembl mo? © 
fs 1-Pet.1. 17. 7 hat God will teach us ( as he did good 
| Hezekiabh , aad the wiche Ninevites } how ro number | 
M our dayes ! O0 how nearly doth It CONCEYN Hs IO be C02> + | 
| ::amally prepared for that day | Job 14.14. and all 1 
| the daes of our appointed time,to wait untill our change | 
> (hail come | How earneitly ( by a wel groun- . | 
F ded fa;th , and ſincerity of obedience) ought we (whilſs ' 
(- ;t 1s called to day ) to make our callmg. and eleFion © 
Y (ure? 2 Pet. 3.10, IT, 12, And ſince the day of the 
L Lord will come as a thief in them ght » what manner 
| of perſons ought we then to be in all holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſſe, looking for,and haſting unto the 
| coming of the day of Godzand ſeeing we look for ſuch 
| rhings as theſe ler us be diligent that we maybe found 
| - of him, without pot and blamleſſe. 


Parity, __—- 
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Purity of heart, the tru: Means to attain Inward} a 
Peace, ad the Te5timony of ag00d Vs 
Conſetence, 


HE horteſt way to the Temple of Peace wd j 
Honour,1s, t paſle by that of Vertue and ho-' [4 
lineſſe; no Tropheys of # lexanders and C 4ſars j” 
be1vg comparable thereto, We have no otherre= | 
poſe. in chts world, but che viciffirude of Travaile;, | 
we are here below like 17: :htingales on Thornsz |Þ 
or like HElcyons on crembling waters. All our jÞ 
Foyesare amongſt holy 7 ears, 2nd our be delights |F 
In aultericy of life ; and reſt ie may aflured never |} 
to meet ivith trus contentment of mind , bur by |N 
the wayes the Saviour of thz world hath ſhewed V. 
us on carth to transfer usto Heaven. AD 
Whar then have we to do, but ro preſerve our | \ 
ſelves from proftituting our members to ſi», made | 
| to be the 7 emple of the /:21ng God? The ſolace of a 
good conſcience 1s like a Tower of Chrittal fill'd } 
with variety of olorious Lights, It is like a globe 
of olaſs, i in which formetly ſome have borc the j- 
mage of the Sun; or like Fg huve Pharos of eA- 
lex andria, enlivhnins the Sex on all ſides to guide 
Veſſels to a ſafe Haven : Itis the mott neceſſary ts 
{trumenc of a holy Profeſſion ; and verily , it 1s 
che moſt ancient Governeſs of the ſoul, and the moſt 
holy miſtreſs of our life, 

O what can equal that goodneſs of heart which the 
Spirit of God puts into a Chriſtians ſoul, after his 
heacc is freely given up to Gods ſervice ! b. * ch 

al 


+577 BÞ attain Invard Foes: T2 220 
Yath often ropreſiiite to himſelf the vanity of alf 


- things ; the miſery of the preſent fare , 


herein all thinos 1nvice us tO humility ; the vaniry 
Nr opinions which afford us nothing but wind; the 
4 —_ , inconſtancy and perverſneſle of our 
Wont _ the frailry of our Honour and Repu- 
"fey » and the tortures and rorments of a vain 
"a 1 And happy is he who ofren viſiteth this in- 
hn ;r houſe which God hath given him ; whodaily 
& prepares a little Conſifory in his Conſcience to ſee 
W whac  paſſech within entelr, to acknowledge his 
1 Jefects and amend them, to prevent the Juſtice © 


= cf God; and who pondereth all his words, his 


= thouohcs and aStions to adopt them to the mea- +, 
! tures of the Ercrnal Law. 


:The Peace of a cood Conſcience is the inſepa- 4 


z le companion of good men; It ſugareth all our _ 
| Tears , viflolveth all our ſharpneſſe 3 a perpetual © 
 Banquer, full-of all contenrments which begins 
 1n.. this world, and 1s often felt in Chains, Priſons I 
| and Perſecutions. And O what will it be when the 
| conſummation ſhall he made in the other world : © 
| when che Curtain of the great Tabernable ſhall be \. 
| drawn, when we ſhall ſce God faceto face, and 4 
when we ſhall lexd no other life then that of the 
knowledge of God, of the love of God ,as lon? as 
G80 ſball be God! | 3 
___ Whacwill this life be to which Peace of Conſci- 
ence will bring us? a life of Lights which wecan- 
__-not comprehend, of voices and harmonles whicke 
ime cannot take from us ; of ſweet odours,whick 
wilt never be (catrered x a feaſt which will never 


LG : 


$126 Purity of Heart, the Means 

£. be finiſhed; yea a bleſſing which Erermry may weyfi 
give,but of which it ſhall never ſee an end. O God, J | 
how doft thou honour thoſe who faichfully ſervweFi 
thec ! How doſt thou return us into the peaceable {1 
harbour of 2 o00d conſcience ? Art nor thou the Y 


Rock, where lo many waves are broken ! where fÞ 


many cuirs. which ceaſe not to bark in the bottom W 


of a troubied con(cience,are appeas'd ? and where 


the ſoul becomes a calm Sea, deaurified with Nh [i 
Rayes of a (milins? Sun ? \hat can We then Gnd _ 


able to ſad us under ſo many lichts and comforts? | 
O a thouſand cimes happy ſoul, which with a clear Þ 


and ſerenc eyc thus beholdelt the ever to be ado:ed | 


Sun of Glory! 


Whereas ON che CONtrary , : FRY ſin, like rhat | 
lightning © £ called Fulmen terebrans 8 which will F 


melt the ſword without any imprefſion on the ſcab- VN 


bard ) ſhallfinge the foul with confuſion, without 
leaving any bluſhes on the skin ; ; when che black 
| Rezifter {hall appeat within, written in as plain 
CharaQters as was the hand-writin? of Belſhazz'r 
upon the wall; when the Boook of conſcience 
(though perchance long ſeal:d up)' ſhall be opened 
from within, when all thy ſinful thoughts (which 
arc as legible to God,as if they were writ upon thy 


5 
=... 


forehead) {hall crouble and molelt thee ; Oh ! how 


wilt thou (tartle at the hideouſneſle thereof > Othe 
melancholy Intervals which they mult needs ſuffer, 
who are afterwards fain to (irerch themſelves on 
Couches, and to Invent ro themſelves inſtruments 
of Muſick,to drink wine in Bowls, and to ſtudy how 
to paſs away the time, putting far from them _ 
cvl 


ales ” attain "Toward Peace; T3544 
| evil of. che bt Amos 6.1,2,3z Oc. And-yet for 
d 41 chis ( ſaich God) Th:re is no Peace to the wickeaz - 
| Eſa. $7, 21. - If there be any withour,there is none! 

4 hi; - for that which feemeth C2 be Peace, 15 no= 

| thing elſe bur ſecurity, 

j | Stand we here then a while in eoreiplation' of 

p orr fins. O Juttice, O Tertour, O dreadful SpeQz= 

| cle !- Great eye of God which never {leepeſt over 

{ the ctimes of Mortals ! O divine hand,which' ever 

| bearcit Arms of vengeance hanging over the heads 

| . of f{inful men ! how rerrible art thou 2 who can- - 
| - but fear thee > who will not but tremble at the 
| apprehenſions of rhy judgements ? 

\ . But©. the blefled iweerneſs and refreſhment of 


F* quiet conſcience, fill'd with the raviſhing Joyes 
| of ineftimable comforts | which fits like a Pil OC 111 


aſhip, the ſoul in the bod y, the Sun 1 in the world, _ 
ever guiding us in the Gs of piety and kolinefs. 


We read of Mariamne , who was wrongfully im-"5 
priſoned by Herod,rhar all her comfort was in God : 

' Andwhen ( being like a fair bloſſom likely to be © 
' cropped under the jthe of death) her ny 
was aflauited- by no leſs cruel then ſecret malice , 
the broke our xs theſe words, My God (faith ſhe) 
you ſteep allcreatures from me in Wormwood; If I 
 - thaw heretofore lowed them, and ſucked ſome [weetreſ's 

fromthe world, for an ounce of honey the haſt grven 
mea pound of gall. From the time I began to bear 
' the Diamond 0n my heads I have felt nothing but 
_ \T horns, and . Royalty hath been nothing to me but & 


pecious ſlavery. My God) how long ſhall it conti- 
I0E®. >.ſoul we not behold rhat right to ſeqws 0- 


4 ver | 


f 


F 122 Purity of Heart , the Means , 
| wer our heads, which may ar y up our tears, and 
breaking the bans of our capt wity, place us in A. | 
brahams boſom, the liberty of the Elet | 4 
Ah ! had we thus but once taſted the true de. 
lights and comfort of a quiet conſcience,bow would: | 
we forſake the painted peices of this world, and 
be wholly enamoured of chem | How would we ' 
above all, endeavour pioufly to ſerve and honour: | 
God, uniting us to his Spirit, and ſubmitting our ' 
wayes to the ſtream of tis Providence? How ſweet, | 
 andlike aÞ:d of Roſes would our grave ſeem to. 
us, where we ſhould be freed from the relapſing 
- .imployments of a frail and dying life , and in. 
| which we ſhould. no longer fear rhe ferrers of this 
3, 
A quiet Conſcience is a Heaven upon Earth , ' 
Þ - which we read that certain Ambitious Kings bave 
endceavourcd outwardly to counterfeit: As Coſroes, 
 Kiny df Perf, who cauſed a Palace to be built ke 
a Heaven, which had the garmiſhment of a Sun, of 
a Moon and Stars aitificially ſer. forch. He alſo 
made rain below to pour down, the winds to blow y 
Tempeſts to rage,\whillt he in his Cel:fiial Throne 
beheld radiant beams over his head , and all this 
notice and clamour under his feet. 
That then which the Adonarch did for meet va- 
mity, we may put in practice by a moſt ſolid verity ;. 
* coalges: of your windy ſighs, and rainy Tears , and 
_.by a gencrous contempt of all that is without you, 
'-TallE a heavenly Temple of repoſe and tranquility, 
where you ſhall not need-to fear the birings of Ca- 
Iumnpy, nor che mutations of the workd. a 


T6 attain monrd Peate. CTR es tg. 


.0 happy Peace ! O ſweet retirement ! .we read 
=: St, Auſtine ,meditating upon the j perfeQions of 
Bod, that he: made this Dialogue with himſelf ;_ 

p Hz went wheelins round about the world , 
Wea. | uy asked in Heaven; in \Earth, Sea, and Depths, | 
| Pddrefſing himſelf ro every one in particular, Are 
ou God? and theſe Creatures. anſivered , No; 
7 have lyed , that deified us. And after he had 

is Fun Felt over toe world, he entereth into himſelf", 
WW pens,” and faith ro himſelf... * who 
'® * Tu 9 as es Goon hoc art thon , From Share cues 
[= inoomonin, this reaore, (my Lord and. 


_— z my G Ged) but from thee > 


By *i&nd ſhould onr Conſcience be bar once toucht 
F, [or troubled , May we not ſay the like 3 O how have 
Wwe .y1- ded * to fin ! what will be the end | 
; | hereof, but to purchaſe Repenrente at a dear - | 
© rate? to endanzer theloſs of Eternal happineſſ® 
| for a moments pleaſure | Well,go too | letus ſeek |» 
I our ſom: place of relt ; 2nd Where will that be ? 
| fince God is everywhere, and looksinto the bot= _ 
' tom of thy Conſcience, All choſe ſtars and glori- 
-0us Inrellivences wherewith the world is reple eniſh- 
| Ed, are ſo many eyesto behol4 thee. Thou muſt 
ask lexve of him cher, if thou fin, But how (alas!) 
| ask? even to forſake thy fins, to renounce thy I- _ 
|  dols and falſe gods, and to reſt wholly on the God . 
of Mercy for rhe quieting of thy Conſcience, _ 
A Pagar(amidit the burning ruines of his Citle 5 
& amoneſt unſheathed-ſwords, blood : 2nd maſſacres, 
all being 3 in confuſion ) could ſay, Brhod me e- 
| £ raped from the 1 Rimes of ") Nas e, from the fire 
3 K which 


je” 150 F arity of Heart i he Tears 1 
which ſhined abont mt, I have 
found 1 way through blozd i 
woenliis un: Wb OC UCORL- azd flomes ; / kh no: ut t bat 
L144 - ad Ih * 207 _ id - £5 $ic alu of Py aaughters i 
per jagtt 30208 f gt 5 TT | ht z | 
filios meas quis, 8G PerenmAnce ſomcthiz X worſe [od 
Sti: PO. ther fire 07 ſword, iS pHr Ape : 1 
9: them : . Behold me alone aiſpoiled of all my goods, } 
rd wow b.come old, all hojtiluies are raging "round 4 
about nie, Hap ys hat will hap, Ihave what at any. | 
time i cer poſſejſerstor I never efleemed any thino my | 
own bar my (lf. "Demand of Rich min , where 
their pf *jjions are? of the Voluptuons, where their 
mls - Of the liſurers, where their eAccounts ? 
Of the 4,b:itions, where their Court ? All; is loſt to 
them, bicanſe il. er p- fer tly {ought 1 it inthe Aſhes of 


the C ys 4s for m1 jelf, {wil find all my poſſeſſuons 
and deli: 'Þrs its + peace of my heart. 


Whar 2 ſhall an Initdel ſay,and do all this? and 
ye: we. aiter ſo many Precepts of the Erern..d wil- 
doine,fo many helps, ſo many exho:tations,fa many 
ex:Mjles, ſo many recompences , and o many 
obi12arions, not be able rolie down with a quiet 
and commended {pirit ? ſhall tne Heachens believe 
that 2/] their aftions whereſoever they go or re- 

main, ſhall bcar chem company ; and ſhall ic not 
then be ou care ro ſrame them aci he ? Care, I ay 
for R'ichreouſnle an Innocence. Thoſe are the 
Trezfures which Þ however the world belicve them 
to be rranjient ] ihall one day appear truly ſolid 
and permanent ; when Gold, and che wealth of 
fortune ſhall find win's to flic away, when thou 


lcalt Jookett fo: it, And when infiead of prog 
102 


Ercpſe e i: "ns cared: "Un 


th attain Toad Pears: 


FF to our ſelves a Triumph,  wepurchaſe nothing 
Y bur an Eternal Ienominy ;- when the Countrey 
we are now in, ſhall appcar no other then a place 
.* darknefſe and giddy fanci:s; the houſe of our 
"bo ather ſhall. ſeem a Sepulchre, and the memory 
# of our paſſed pleaſures 2 Hell ; behold in an inftanc 

8 all the ſenſual delights of thy youth which thou =» 
| aft {o dearly cheriſhed , preſented to thy imagt- = 
| Nation ; look behind chee , and fee the Image of 

a 'Forſake n world; look ibour chez, and confider 

| the Abyſles and "Rear which congealthy heart , 
8 and afrivhe thy fancy! 

|  Otheſaday pprehenſions,the thorny cares, ſiniſter 
| 000k froſty fears ! O barbarovs cruelties, remor- = 

7 | fesof conſcience which foilow a convicted ſpitir 

' as ſo many Fore-runners of Hell; what woful pro- 
| 'Gigies in this caſe have' happend, as Meſſenvers. 
| of the Anver of heaven ; armed with revenge b 
| his fury and Juſtice « e ” 

| © Shall we then ſay, that the divine Providence 
| hath no cyes to be wakeful , and continually ready 
- for ths puniſhment of the wicked ? ſay not then 
with deliberate conſenr,Comse let us fin, none ſees 
15, there 1s no! hing bar darkneſs round about us } 
which cannot ac cafe as 5 onrfins ſha'il be like Let- 
rers ſealed up from God ; whereas alas | theeyes of - 
 Godare rwo flaming Torches , more glorious and 
r:fplendent rhen'the Sun it ſelf, And when the. 
_ day of Judgement ſhall manifelt it ſelf by fire,. and 
that when the ſoul ſhall depart, flames ſhall en- | 
 lghren ir, even to the botrom of the conſcience , 
then ſhall ir be 2, that all the knowledge of.vertue, 
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i A nanſt Sadneſſe; 
: neſſe 
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and bctineſs which we here on earth retain, as {@ | 
poor and contemprtible a Treaſure , ſhall appear | 
with burning Characters for our condemnation, | 
Then will itappear , that there 1s nothing 1o per- | 
plexed , ſo timerous , ſo inconſtant,as a conſcience | 
t o:.bled with the Image of 1ts own crimes. "4 
Thus Co we ſee the conſcience to be like the weighty 1 
of a Clock : {Il 1s calm, and at reſt being down; 
but being wound up, 1s full of motion; our carnal | 
ſecurity ///s us aſleep, and ſends us quietly and in- 
jenkbly to Hell : exccpt our conſcience be wound | 
up by ths graces or judgements of God. O then | 
let us avoid {inning not only in the open Market, - 
bur in the greareit privacy of our Cloſet, lecing 
weare not ſolitary, when by our ſelves 1n theclo- 
ſe(t retirement. There 1s a Genrzs within as well as 

without, a certain Law in our hearts which upbraids | 


our {ins ; yea,thcre is (till an eye,and an ear, a hand, 
and band-writing to witneſs avain{t us, 


—— 


ea 


e/ nainſt Sadneſie. 


Aazeſs 1s a paſlion of the reaſonable apperue , | 
which {//cth the heart with acerbity & bitterncſs 
by the privation of amiable ob;es ; and by repre- 
ſenting things gricvous, and oppoſite to nature , 
whereby it works upon the ſoul, which it unceſſant- 
ly afflictzth, Ir hath for its Nurſe ſoftneſs of ſpi- 
ric, which (as Ironis conſumed by ruſt ) is ordina- | 
ry caten by anxicty, and gnawn by perplexity 3 it 
1s ſeated 1n melancholy, for chcy moſt feel the | 
Burdens - 


{ Burdens of life, by Hs hind A0vpti—G— abs: 


WW ever by its ſides 5 Round about it flie cares, diſcon- = 
& centments and annoyances as its ordinary compa- 
 nions 5 the. heart of It IS filled with an infinite | 
"a number of defires , liveth on gall, and is perpe- 
I tually nouriſhed with bitterneſs 5 onewhile it car. 
& ries acountenance of lead , and Weeping eyes,ano- 
" ther while 1t 1s furious , | entlamed and frecful, 
N Behold che picture of ſadneſs drawn our fof Phi- = 
a loſopby and Reaſon ! and ſurely this paſiion often - 
W nhappeneth unto thoſe who are entered into the liſt 
ofa life more perfe&;grief crofſeth them , ſadneſſe 
J 2naweth chem , Melancholy afficteth chem . , and 
q Satan ( ever willing co fiſh 11 a troubled water) 
| ſerves himſelf with this' diſturbance cf mind to | 
| make them return back again ro the falſe pleaſures 
of th: world. - 
| Have. you never cr repreſented to your ſelf the poor - . 
” Elia lying under the Juniper Tree , oppreſied 
with the melancholy, and ſaying ro God, v wh 
l 1 an affeCtionare heart : My God | it 15 enough | : tak 
my ſoul, l am no better then my Fathers. And i 
| not of this ſadnefſe , whereof the iſe man ſpeak- » 
| erh, ever as 4 morh marreth a garment, ans a little 
| "worms gnaweth word , [o ſadneſs wſen{ibly guaweth 
rhe, heart of man Sadneſs is a Plant of our own grow- 
| ing 3 andif we thinktolive wholly wichout it, we 
Mm mt frame'a new world for out ſelves. _ 
 Irulyics a lamentable thing to ſee, how we are 
here handled by the unbappineſſe of this paſſion 1. 
| How dotk it make us neglect all the offices of a cl- 
S vil fe 2. How Weary are we of all manner of 
TE wn nn K 3 2, FOmpady 
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company and recreations ? How dotiſh, melinche- 
Vick ana fiiyhiful to our telves ? what black fancies, | 
illufons, deſpair, and a thouſand agitations of the 
mind, which cannot ſufhiciently be exPreſt, do | 
hou: ly poileſs us 2 miſerable Creatures as we are! | 
how do we and fault with our own condition, ac- | 
cuſe the Agc and Scalons, and comylain of hel: 
- that cOV=In us?2ye often times call God | In queſtion, 
whereby it becomes unto us { as We ind n SCI 
ture )a' era Plague! 2F 
Some there are, whoſe melancholick Re are | 
deep rooted, as bei :1ng the inherirance of nature, 
which may be 9 oreatly moderated by prudence ,' } 
diſcretion and (i ady ; neicher is it to he defired rg 
cut off all manner of fagneſle ar once, when its | 
born with us. It 18aland waich ſecmeth-ſomewhat 
dry, bat ic hidech great Trezſu, '&S : What Would be- 
come of lubcilty of wit , invention of Sciences, 
carneſtneile 1n affairs, perſeverance in cevortion , 
ſtrenoth in me/titation , Exerciſe of humility, Pati- 
Enc2 In contempr, and Conl tancy 1n a ſeitous life ; 
Ic is that which af:&eth ſ:9e Counſellou s, civine 
Phyiotophers,and the molt religious ; from whence 
1, conch, th: Aniznts called 1 Il the Paton of 
Demy-ods. 
An} however great hed mult be raken, that 1t 
run notimn o fone excels, yer IS It undoubred, that 
many reiigtous Perions ( Who drawins nouoht out. 
of melancholy, bur (: lidiry and confiancy)! "do at- 
cain alm_nlar ſerenity of life ; ſo that it is a hard 
matter to find any of a humout more pleaſing and 
pliant. Galles ſpeaketh of ſome melancholy men, 
hereof 0N2 thou. he himſelf an earthen Por , and 


- - 04 
Ie 
Ns b : Ls i Z 
. s 4 5% __ A 
" \_F - es 3 . et - - 
- 2 012 OT - Co OF. 2” > : 


- abide adn EO com BEIT IT © © Ih 4. 2 REST 
G : EPS \ 4 IK D s 2 3" = ki bY a Mam. 
. : —_— : LIE RR.  vhf. - 53d +, (1. 
IN 1 _ % by) & FEC<E OW As ORs 
EY % & % £ _ Fay bo O'S ret 
| BJ 


vas ever afraid of britkits; "Anvidiar imagined | 
| he Was a Cock , and wy not to crow, and clap 
pa | bis Wings. ' Another feared that e412 wonld ler 
Ty | the Heavens fall. Such Melancholicks* ( ſaith Sc. 
\ >! jerom) ſtand more in need of 7Hyppocrates Re- 
"”, | medies, then the Diſcourſes of Ph7ls/ ophers, | 
"1 Certainly ic were Io be wiſhed , that our Age | 
7 which 15 ſo abundant 1n- mithrins throuzh onr Ie: : 
* c:vH conteritions ) ſhould likewiſe raiſe "great 
© comforters to ſweeten che ace bites of the times, 
_ tolend ears to the cries, to Open their hearts wich | 
an amo:ous compaiſion towaids a great number of © 
* fimplz, innocent and afflicted creatures, to revive. . 
the hearts of ſo many poor ſouls beaten down with; 
orief, Waſted with care , and even overwhelmed © 
with the ſhadow of death. And © the facneis and 3 
many ſ{cruples wherewith divers minds .are miſerab- * 
ly turmoil'd i! No ſooner do they enter into. the | 
Sreat repreſentation of Gods Judgement, of fins, 
and of the Torments of the damned ,but thzy Pre 
fenclyt bear all hell on thei ſhoulders. The Thun- 
| ders of the divine Juſtice, roars not but for them, 
and for them the lighrnin2 fAith aff cights che earth. 
They build Scaffolds in th2 Air z whercon- their | 
Imacinarions and fancies walk. Tazy bind them-. 
ſelves on rOCKS, and nail han alons on voluntary 
_ croſſes, makin? an Executioner of their mind, and 
4 continual puniſhment. of their life, All rhey 
think (in their opinion ) 1s {19 ; ail th2y. do, is n&- 
rhin2 bur diſorder ; and all chey expert" o 5 NEE: a= 2 
| Kdiion and curſing. 
-. MEA! theſe poor r fo ouls are worthy of co ompaſſions ; 
4 K 4 - Their, 
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their minds being roiled , their bady weakened , 
which ſadly appears In a face diſcoloured and wang 
brow heavy, te ead and ſunk-in eye, a heart ſiah- | 
ins and ſ{obbin?, a paitly COUNtenance , depravation 
of ſleep and appettte, and a forbearance of all | 
Recreations apd Pleaſures of lifc. Olad condition | 
Never did Tyrants invent more ricorous torments 
then theſe poor ſouls(witty in the fruitfulaeſs of their 
o:vn Tottures) ſurpaſs; never Was there mo: c need 
of effecacious comfort from the hands of ſome pru- 
dent and charitable Chriftian: Never had any more 
need to be minded of the goodneſs an mercy of 
G-d to raiſe their courage, to reRifie their con+ 
ſcience, and to letthem "know there is one hath | 
an(wcred for their ſoul before God. To ſhew them 
the true mirrour of Patience, and only reward of 
the Patient, and to lzt thein knox that their Sa- 
viour took upon him the nature of man, to ſuffer 
all that which the moſt cruel could invent , andall 
whatſoever the moſt miſerable might undergo, 

But with whac Remedy , What P:aQice ſhall we 
ccniront this miſchief 2 O let us uſe Davids harp 
ro Charm tais danzerous Devil of Sax/ ? our bleſſed 
Saviour was concriltated in the doloroas oarden 
watered with bloody Sweats , to teach us, That the 
perfection of a Criſtian is not in being ſenſible of 
of ſo:irow, but to moderate the ſame "with Reſoe. 
lution. Andche beit Remedy Which he hath left 
us, is Ptayer, O what a nodded con:entment 
3s it ©© loeck to God , and co tell him our Af- 
fictions! 


When Herod had beh: <aded Tohn Bap tiſþ , his 
"Diſciple 


: | Avainf Sedtelſe. 2339 1 
{1 Diſciples went and told Jeſ7,; thereof, A pOoOT re- 

© medy.in the eye ofthe world,ourSaviour being then 

wy bimfe1f beſet with enemies, and like to taſte of the 
® ſame Cup. Bur ſure, how weak ſoever the means 
© of redreſs ſeemed to be, great is the joy, great is 
® the comfort in ſeeking the Remedies of our wounds 
5 in the metcies of an infinice God. O how ſhould we 
® this way enjoy a peaceable ſoul ( even) in the 
MW midſt of all our dangers and ſorrows ? even like 
heaven ſmiling with bright ſerenity ! 
8 Have you ſeen thoſe poor 7»lips in a garden ſhut + 
| up with melancholy under the ſhady coldneſs of the _ 
4 night, which the next morning, have been ( asir 
were) unlockt with the key of the Suns Ra yes ( for 
no:ſooner doth he riſe and court them clicks with 
that. eye, which exhilarateth all the world, but be- 
hold rhey witneſſe their joy by unloofing them- 
ſelvs) Juſt fo doth it happen to our hearts; ſomerimes_ 
it remaineth benumbed and frozen for want of ha- 
ving recourſe to Prayer, Learn therefore to talk 
often with God by jaculatory Prayers , complain 
your ſelf ro him, and you will find a great lightning 3 
and chearfulneſs, 6 
| Next have recourſe unto ſome diſcreet aud faich- ; 
ful friend, and cake heed you make not your ſelf a 
T 1101, and hace both men and life, entertaining 
your ſelf with Hypocondriack, humors, which throw : 
' a mind into a gulf of diſturbances. God doth not 
forbid us to take moderates pleaſure in Creatures , 
which he hath made for our content and eaſe, Age 

' which every ane may enjoy. according to his con- 
Eton, Profeſſion, and Rule of wiſdome ; yeathe, 


ſacred | 
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ſacred Scripture it ſei. counſekerth us to eive wine K 
ro them have their h2xces oppreſſed with ſainciſe. 

Anocher way to allzvirce and lefl-6 thy grief, 

willbs co £2 nparz thy con licion to that of an n- 
finite nu nb2c of miſecaÞl2 C:earnres In the world, 
Whom you v ll ſez to 2rozn In fo many tedious tore 
ments , as that thz rivers of thy g:1et will ſeem 
butadevto thzz. Bunold io ne are in the bartom 
of 2 duagecon ! 18 f2tters ; octers are bowed1n pain- 
ful labou:s from che cuing co tae (ettin2 of ta: Sun 
ro 2ettheir Hread ; ſon: n1ve the M:grim 1n their 
head, Te 2OUT IN their hands and fezc, the (tone in 
their kidneyes,;orhers are overwnzlined with loſſcs, 
bulin2ſs, misforcunzs , an1 other ſad accidents 
when as alas ! you: h2act 15 only nipped with a litrle 
{adnels, and forchwith you are ready to deſpair ;O 
Wit eff2minicy of Spirit 15 this ! 

And O the malignity of our Spirit , which ever 
looks back on the 090d it hath not , but never con- 
fiders the Ev:l from waenc? it 1s freed, to render 
thanks to God foric ! Ir is ſtoried of a Hare, that 
fly;n2 to a River to ſave his life, but fearful to ad- 
veniure over , 4 company of frighted Frogs leaping 
:n, aid, Courage , We are not yet tne moſt miſc- 
rable creatures of thz wo:ld; B:hold nere 1s one 
more fearful then we, Ah, how often ſhould we 
ſay che ſame, 1f we ſaw the miſerizs of others! 
2nd had iwe often. meditations of hewen, O how 


would our melancholy mele and diflolve like ſnow 
aginlt the Sun ! 
"Isic a a 200dly thing to bzholla man daily fitting 


at wed Maltzrs Table | fed with his word , , nouriſh 


'B Hin Saber, 40 | 
| ed with his yoady and blood, living amoneſt ſo ma- _ 
Y | ny helps and comfoits both ſpiritual and remporal ; 
t  whoexpeReth a Reſurrection and life Eternal ] to 
| frame {cruples and p=nfiveneſs, and ſo a{fli& imſell 
| like a Pagan, that hath no further hope? O if you 
Y willneeds weep, lament your imperfections, for- + 
row for your fondneſs , bewail the miſeries of the 7 
k Poor, and' thoſe that are in a worſe condition; 
ol aſt and f3gh at your impatience after this glory or 
, Paradiſe, weep over the wretchedneſs of the earth ; 
k Too wilt thou ſay of ſuch Tears ( with St. Am 
p Boe )O the delicions Tears, O- the pleaſing con- 
|  plaints which extinguiſh the Ne of our mind and 
make our affett1ons ſweetly to evaporate } .J 
Laſt of: all ler us bluſh [nor with anger, - but with | * 
fame] to think that God, who is no way obnoxi- 
F ousto fire, ſword, fckneſs, or any other exterior - 
, violence, ſhould ſolono \aſfer ſinful man co offend - 
tim , who 1s more violent then the ſword ,.- 
moreurkſome then ſickneſs, 'and many times more 
cruel then falvace beaſts; O let us-compare our 1m- 
patiencies with the mildneſs of ou: Creator ! who 
asif he preferred the glory of his patience before 
his own being, choſe rather to ſuffer ſo many faith- 
þ> leſs, fo many .finners, , and tne lips of ſo many 
| Blaſpheamers, who dare ſay there 1s no God , then 
| by takino revenge in the puniſhing of every fin, to - 
ſh-w himſelf perpetually armed with lightnings and 


terrors, and. no Nay to be accelhivle to the Prayers 
of. men, =—_—- 


By 
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Xperience ſufficiently-ſh:ws , that all ſuch ſpirits 

L415 are molt in love with themiel ves, are alwayes | 
the moſt tormented ; but if we leflen choſe conceits 
which ſo Rratzhrly tye us ro our own fancies, and 
eltcem all loſt which may be loſt, there 1s no doubr 
but vie ſhall begin tro find a wholeſome medicine 
for all the afflictions, and miſeries of this morrall 
life. | _— 

A mother erievins for the death of her ſonne, 

ſaid ( IN Dunnulian ) thar all her evill » CUMNC from 
loving too inuch what ſhe miyhe loſe ; our Paſhons 
being uſually roo violent for things which muſt quick- | 
Iy be taken from us. Di1 we but chroughly confi- ® 
der'that the amities of th: world, are like the felt- 
cites thereof , (if the amities be deceitfull, rhe fe- 
Iictties mult needs be tye4 ro a rotren Cabull ; of 
grounded on th2 movin2 ſan{) We ſhould not £ 
much rejoyce in the ſence-pleatin2 flartery of her 
feaveriſh Ambition ; wha: ? nothin2 to b2 
feen but tears, horror , aſtoniſhmenc , groans, and 
other repreſentatians of deach ? and ſhall we thus 
court thoſe flames; ſhall we thus embrace chat ſtake 
#0 which we fhull be Martyrs, 

Human2 hopes? where are you ? Ah! true dreams 
of waking Aiery fantafizs, fleeting fires , whick 
ſhine not bur to extinyuiſh your ſelves ; and ( be- 
02 put out } bereave us of all true light, leaving 
only the ill ſavouc and ſorrow of lofing all your 


l | 
| 
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'B , Doing the worlds we ' ors Chrit.) .. WEJ 
| Beming glories ? Ah were we well awaked , with 
W what horror ſhould we behold the precipice, where- 
"F into WE are ready to fall ! How plain ſhould we per- 
I ceive theſe golcen ſnares which like the Carcanet of 
= Meadea or che 7 rejan borſe,will at laſt bear Armes a- | 
W oainſtus? O meer madnefle ! whar > for the life of 


FE} : flic , Which we daily ſhare with death, to be wil- 


© ling to loſe our ſouls ? roſtand on the brink of Hell, - 
bi and not deign 10 much as only to open our eyes 
{ cobehold che precipice 2? ſhall we paſſe into the 0- 
ther world charged with ſuch crimes and offences 
as will draw the maledition of Heaven and Earth 
on our heads ? 
{ - Our ſervices can no longer be pleaſing to the Sa- 
KF - wiour - of the world,when we are engaged to falſe W147 ; 
| omties; unlefle we think we can ſerve two Maſters, 
| which the word of life expreſly denyes.ThePlatomſ!s : 
| obſerve,thart the ſtars cannor exerciſe their vircue.on 


| the ſp "SPM of fire , no more can all the light of Ds IJ 


Z ——_ have force; in the flames of our earthly p afſi= 
| ons «henour ſpirits are depraved by ſen fratirh, allu- 
| redby the bait of worldly beauries,and darkned with 
{ obſcurity of our own blindneſle , andi 12norance, ſo. 


as the lighr of the ſpirit of God can find no place 
10 us. 


©: Poor Creatures ! to love ricker to meaſure the 
py in its vanity , then topoſleſſe it in the love. 

' of God, where here are Ecernall Pleaſures , which 
_ the jealous eye cannot eſpie, the {landerous tongue 

- cannot bite , nor ſycophants defame, where equals 
have nocauſe toenvy ;z nor Tyrants power to exer- 
ciſe their Torments, Miſerable and bewitched men 


Sl _ That 
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 tharwearz! hive we yet ſo little experience of ? 
worldly tain2s,as to prefer a blaſt of ſmoak, or a rag 
honour , beſore perpetual libzrty ! Do ye defire 
to flee> on Thorns , or feed on Gau!? what delizhr- 
CD you nave , to encomoals rhe earti, to ſeek out _ 
a felicity which you will never find ? what liberty 
ro hve a {live to rhe wo-ld , and notenyoy the love 
of the Creator thereof 2 Whar Riches , ro be de- 
holdinv? to the ſwear of every Peatznr ? what pride, 
ro acorn your ſelves With the fleezes of fulple crea- | 
tures, nay from ths dying pains of a (ily (lie ? Ah ! 
whattrang ulity is this(by nz:leQing the Tove of our 
maker, and too muck faſh:oning our ſelves to thz | 
courle of th's world Yo ive perpetually in wretchs 
ed Torments? ps 
Behold ;þ2hold”*, what diſtruſt of friends, Waat 
anxtetics of ſpirit, whar fear of enemies, what 
> deadly ſweats tor loſs of goods , beſides many ocher 
E| appreheniions of lamentable events, do itil hap- 
y pen before our eyes? and is he not thn neareſt 
' heaven, wholzalt caceth in whoſe hand che earth 1s? 
And are notthzy moit unhappy , who loſe pie:y, 
the root of hapineſs, Who embrace a cloud which va- 
nitheth, for abrighr day Walch neither admitreth 
end nor darkneſle ? and to nzgtect that love, Which 
Wl at laſt wipe 2yyay our tears, enrich our Poverty » 
and b2autifie our cauns, um 
O what a {canal is ic to th? Reli210n we profeſle, 
co have the plealures of the world in competition 
with Ch:i{t 1 where is the conſolation of the holy 
{ic:1Ptures ? the fruit of Preachin2, the ſwe2rnefic 
of Pcayers? where is that huge cloud of Eagle 
@ 


- 
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Iſo many patient ones,whoſe courage hath been ſo of- * 
ren admired for contemning the Worid ,& tne things 
trherereof ? where are our vo0d purf ofes; Our v 00d 
d chouz -hrs, and thoſe ſeri.:us reſolutions we have ra- ; 
ken in the time Of our proſpetity?We find mentionin * 
Ucbe nacural Hiſtory of a little fiſh Which the *Grerians 

U named Zranoſcoprs | is one would ſay] rhe behoKder 
= of heaven,ſince | contFary ro others] ir 
* F/idore.. hath bur one eye, fixec inthe rop of 
h his head being ever elevated, arid Gill 
| o9en to diſcover the many Labyrinths of ſnares, ant 
| rreacheries, which commonly are inthe Sea, ſurely | 
{ this is a true H7erogtiph of prudence , which tellech | 
{ us, we ſhovid converſe in the World as in a Sea | 
| full of monſt:rs; Tempeſts , Rocks, and perils, and | 
chat we muſt Chill have an eye cowards heaven, like: : 
| the dove; who Picketh the erainsot corn up with 
| ber bil! , ill turning her eye upward,or (as the /f- 


| £yptian Dogs) drink of the River Nas cunning, for 
a fear of being ſtung with {erpents. 


There are many filly Birds indeed , who ſeeing 3 
the fowler with blear, and running eyes, and hold- 
ing. chafte in his hand , are apt + chink bum full 


of. compaſſion ; ſo. may we think of the out-ſide 
of this | ; and tne carriaves of men ; though 
the more judicious anſyer, we "muſt not regard cheir 


ſplendid ſhews, but the blood, and rapine which? is 102 


| D their nands. 


And dowe not hence ſee; that the wiſdom as mY 
world loves nothing ſo much as that, whereof it 


=_ moſt i I9BOrant ! it runs afrer honor, not knowing 
_ what honour | it 1s, courts Beauty as being jonorant 


of 
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" of its wifes and deceits; It rejoyceth in youth, and i 
forgets coming to judgement , Its ever hungry , | 
| lll needy; having no orher aim , but ro make it+|| 
ſelf a miſtris over giddy ſpirits. All we have in the «| 
world is baſe and difficult , a labourſome rurmoyl of 
affairs, an amazement of tran{tory pleaſures, which 
trouble and (iarve us , Inſtead of ſatisfying our” ? 
defires only the knowledge of Grd is the root.of © 
Immortality. ”, ml 
We read in the life of St Az/f:n:, of one who! 
by chance , going into a Hermers Cel, was ſo much *! 
moved at the readin2 of a book, which he there » 
found, as that he wholly reſolved to change his 
life, and being no longer able to contain himſelfe” 
(ſo repleniſhed was he with the love of God, and © 
the confuſion of his own infirmities ) he thus ſaid, 
And what I pray ydo we ſeth for with all our Travels? 
whether tend all our Ambitions ? Why bear we theſe 
arms ? What pretezd we with |o much labour ? What 
to an favour of many which 1s more light then the 
wind ? more frail then glaſs ? more thin then ſmoak ? 
eut alas | by what perils haſten we ts a greater dan- © 
ger? by What Sep; mount we up to a Tower of Ire? 
Behold 1 may henceforwar4 be the friend of God , if 
T will ; in this place then am | reſolved to love and 
ſerve him, CBT 
___ Loveinitſelfis not a vice, but the ſoul of all vit- 
Tues, when it1s tyed co its objz& , which 18 the ſove- 
raign good ; and never ſhall a ſoul a& any thing 
great , If it retain not holy fire in the veins. Hence 
Was It , that the Beauties of Solomons Miltrifles, were 
no ſooner adored bur that (through the negleR of - 


# 
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Ws former zeal, and courage )--1do/s were worſhip= 
Wd. How ought we then towear ſeakeloth,, yea tocars © 
wy 4 ſhes on our head F burying the C hildren of our 
Wer mer delights| our luſt,and vamties which (0 far tray-. 
Worted ns into the forgetfulneſſe, of Eternall bleſſings Þ* 
WW 7:l:us Caeſar wondered to ſee men dandle Apeg 
Enaving children 1n their houſes ; and who cannot. 
Epur-admire , thatfince God eIves us fo. many {pt-. 
Eituall helps , we ſhould kiſs , and embrace -the A-. 
D1fh,- and fantaſtick pleaſures of the world, And is' 
Wc not a wonder we ſhould ſo (»0t oly bug, bur ) I- 
Wolize , the bocks and tones 3; which God comman- 
Wderh us to trample under our feet ,, that we ſhould 
draw ſuch crooked lines which have as many ſem< 


. . F 


Yblances as defeats. 3 1s | | te 0 
T As there is but one Sz inthe world , ſo there is 
but one 77th ; there is bur one Jeſws , to whom. 
& (leaving the world , and the vanities thereof Y we 
{ ought ro have recourſe ; whoſe words were' no os. 
x ther then propheſies, wiſdoms, and vericies; whoſe, 
# life was innocency, ſanity, and vertue , and whoſe 
{ ations Were po wer, and wonder , in all parts of 


% 


l- the world. If then you demand conqueſt of the world, 
{ Oprefer not the Chaos before the Sun, Acorns, be-, 
{ fore harveſts, or Thornes before Grapes, but behold -: 
+ 16-under the feer of him crucified! - - .. -. . 
| Theworld , and the Luſts thereof (as it is arvanely . | 
| ſpoken by the holy Apoitle Y do warre againſt the, 
ſoul, and all thuir Engines , and accoutrements, are 
' for the ruin and deſtruition of it, If they once araw us | 
| from (hri$t , how ſoon will they betray us to Satan. 
| O: what. a vieuaut Guard then ought we 30 keeps | 
© ets. ereres ns: ER. 
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E Je, rſt they /rdige make had arainſ} us , like expert e** } 
| REHIL'S » wh9 polztic Y ſtrengthen themſelves with all 


aay ARTATOS, 7 
Let nor the faculty of the eye, which was or- þ 
C21n2 LOT! Fr 2NL , bz 2pplyed to darkne cls3 {hall thoſe. 
thin-s which were creared for the uſe of life, ad-+ || 
mir the cauſ2 of dearh? ſhall thoſe two great con- Mf 
comitants of vertue | viz. ro [uffer will, a4 todos \ 
5294 ] bs negl:&ed by us ? ſhall we nor be content. 
with the tas God huh here proportion | 
out, for us ? If wedekie a ſhoe over wide, and not” 
fit ro our foot, do we not decerve our elves ? ſay | 
not that youare Poor, there can be no poverty, | 
where you have God for your inheritance, and ht | 


whom Christ ſuſhcerh not deſerves to be perpe- 
ruall poor. 


Alas ! 


the work? Tell me(O poor, and deceived '{oul | | 
what li-hrnin?s, Thunders, Tempz|ts on all ſides? | 
Wiat traps 2 what ſnares ? Oman ( miſerable crea- | 
ruſe | ) qarenched in the water of tcares, Which are | 
mo-e familiar to thee, th2n the Sea and rivers to | 
files ! where wilt thou fave thy ſelf if thou put | 
no! thy {elf rmder the ſh:1ter of thy Saviours croſs? * 
ail:s repleniſhed with miſeries,and to defire exem- | 
ption were 4 vainthing, T:ibulation is the Kin2 | 
mon-vay , beaten and crack2:1 with the ſacred ters? 
oi (hy maſter, and with an innumerable company of 3 


Secs, WAo all of_ have made their aflictions 
the: *c CECALCES of theirs O.Y, 


what canſt thou gain here by embracing | 


If we looſe hr, we nave nothing left to coM- | 
fo:t us, bur 1a him ive nave all chings, If we are hun-. 


SY! 


or we | Weed bak WY of his have; if we bs a thinly, is 
Wnoc the lighr ot his countenance far better then che 
corn, and wine of this world 2 That which the air 1s. 
"8 a the Elementary world, the Sun in the Celeftiall, 
" the ſoul in the Incellig oible , the ſame is he 
W chroughout all. Heis the air which all the affliged 
5 defire to breath , the Sun which diſpelieth all our 
"a Clouds ; and the ſoul which oiveth life to all things; 
And therefore | ne Wno-1s Lnus the lover of our fouls, 
K ougar really co be the object , which our ſouls oughr | 
Ml everlaſting] ly to be in love with. 
f _O th:n-tharwe would elteem it. not on! y out 
ſe duty ; bit our happineſs : our pleaſure, and re« 
W ward to ſerve him! 1s. he our delizhe , why 
f ſhould we not ſtudy to do what he delights in: ? "How 
| ſhould the love of his beauty ſhining upon us, life 
| t5-uP above the deſpicable ind loathſome. world ? 
| above ics flac Cries , 2DOYE irs frizhts , above its 
Pompes and vani ries, F 2rſecutions and 0 opreflions ; > 
1 T Row'8. 58. * Above all t hat the favour. of wiched 
EP. 1.96. 3, fn 007 do for us ., and above all that 
| aud c " their hatred can do againſt a, © 0 
And bappy xe they who entertain 
this TY _ and ſpiritual love for things divine = 
- who embracerhe wiſdomes of heaven , Which are ſo 
» farbeyond all humane beauties, as "IL li-ht of the | 
t ſtars ſurpaſie. the petty ſparklings and flitting fires 
" of the earth ; who value not themſelves; by the 
+ frail and periſhable bleffings , by thoſe falſe orna» = 
nents of life which diſouiſe us.; or by thoſe beauties = 
which are never nearer muſniny of us , then Wane. 
whey moſt ſparkle with luſtre ET 
ns 7s Di i 


By loving the world we looſe Chriſt; Þ 
Did we but behold all human? things from the'F 


of 
5 
Z 

Y » 


Ls 


Top of the Palace of Eteraity, O ! how would they | 
ſeem like rotren pieces Which poſleſle a nothing | 
of times infinity ! how would we forſake all our fi | 
perfluities ? If God be the effence of eflences, why | 
do we pleaſe our ſelves with making fo many. 
nothings , by commitring fins without number, | 
and ingratitudes void of ſhame ? If God bea | 
ſpirit , why hold we our ſelves perpetually fixs | 
ed to Carnall pleaſures, which flatter to ftran* | 
ole us ? 


Look on worldly ambuions, and thou ſhalt find 
chem bordered with Precipices ; R-fleft on delights, | 
and thou thalt find them all ftrewed with Thorng,, 
e1ew the WAYES of ftp , and thou ſhalt obſerve no | 
ching buc remorſe , and ſorrow. Is it not then high. 


time to reſolve upon the con(ideration of the | 
oreatneſte and goodnefle of God ? to bear a Re-. 
verence , and an Eternal love towards him? Q-: 
my God! make me from henceforth , ro enter jn- 
£o the bottom of my ſoul , and to filence all thoſe ' 
troubleſome Creatures , all choſe inorcinate paſ- | 
fions , which fo often hereave me of the ho- 


nour of thy fight , and my own Eternall hay- | 
pincſte ! 2. 


The be  Reproof f Dif wild on. 


q Ti Is not the leaſt unkappineſs: we meet with ; in 
WA che world , that man liverh. (-as as it were) with 
| + MasKon bis fore-head ; every one would ſeem to 
2 be that, Which he 1s nor, and none will avoiv what 
i te 1s. Simplicity the chief vertue of the godly 
| and: ſo agreeable ro the divine Nature] | is ſo alte- 
q naced from rhe cuſtome of our Times , as that 
| ſcarce ſo. much as the name thereof is known. + 
Tobe fmple , and make rhe heart to agree with 
| the Tonoue, and the hands is taken though the 
b. WE netence of prudence and honeſty)co be a mcer 
| foppery ; and ſcarce ſhall he avo d « cenſure of 
| 2 fool, who In all his deportments exempts him- 
| Telf from fraud, from vanity and Hypocrifie, Good 
God! in what an Age do we live? a cenuine fince- 
rity being a thing almoſt AS areas 2 white Raven! * 
E -where ſhall we look, and not find Hypocrifie ? look _ 
| tothe Court,and behold how it ſwells2you ſhail find-. 
the Mask betrer beloved then the Viſage, the reſem= _ 
 blancethen the Eflence , Opinion then Conſcience. 
f Behold how It reieneth 1 in Paintiag, in Habits, in_ 
} Complements, in Buſineſſes ; how it lod: Veth in all 
Sexes, all Ages and conditions » Yea CVEN LO the 
Altar it (elf ! s 
O how are-men thus contented tg corrupt their : 
laneuaee , hair, viſage , ſoul, body; yea, and to 
diſpoil- even the Arts and Sciences rhcmſelves at 
their natural plumesand to cloth them with vice ! _ 
Ef. there be exceſs of Sruslcy 2 Its called Juſtice ; © 
To 


F 159 Th: R provf of Diſimulatim., © 
L if choler bz predominant, 1t1stermed zeal, nig- 
earclinfle borrows the name of good husbandry R, 
2nd obl Uinxcy of conſtancy, Th: le are the tricks. 
of Apes and Foxes, and no way ſuitable to the n+ 
ture cf the generous Lion, 


What a lhameful c1N215 It to a heart which jach 
ncver ſo little reſentment of worth 1,00 erect a guilds | 
ed (epulcher, ana to have nothin? wickia but hOks, 
putriiaction and aſhes to hve 1n the world like a 
inail , making long filver traces ( many legs and } 
C1N210S, Many outward complements) alnd wi:hin 
to be nothing but foam and froth ; ro have the 
back vored v ith velvet ( like a Cuſhion) and the * 
belly ftuifed with {raw ? Is it poſſible thata heart | 


Fhaving no other Superviſor, but its own conſci- 
ence ) can ſuffer theſe ſhames ?_ 


Oae ia:dto2nold man, having cauſed his gray ' 
hrs to be prunes with the lultre of x ereen yourn ; | 
Poor Fool ! aithough thou mayelt” deceive the 
world with thy hair, yet death knoweth they are 
oray: {o when an Hypocrite ſhall happen to con- | 
ceal his j juzJing from all thoſe that accompany him) 
y2r can he not deceive the eye of his conſcience, 


O ihe Racks, Tortures , affrighrments and per- 
plexties in w hich they l1ve, v ho defire to enter- | 
Lain ſuch ſcemin2s! miſerable creatures ! How do + 
they macerate 2nd kill themſelves , to fact fice 

| them{: Ives co the appetites of the world, without 
ever taſiin.' the confolations of God which chey 
have renounced > who condemneth, reproveth and 
eotinch with che particular indionation of his. 
heart this plat ered je, And therefore ( as the | 


Inter, | 


— HOEINA of The Ser he ablerve ) ke re 3h 
Wed che Swan, Lev, 11. 18. noewchlalidibe the 
Wwbiceneſs of her Feathers , and the ſweetneſs of 
A Noce which is aſctibed- to her , b:cauſe under 
Q vhire Feathers ſhe hideih black fleſh. ; 
Holy Job faith, That Gol w:ll take away the 
Ye off the H mpocrite, ant his life } all be as the 
 Sprders Web , where then will b; his hop. ? what then 
Y vii he more fear, then the peircing eye of his 
own conſcience ? of what will he be mare 1tenſible, 
| cen the publication of his falſe-hoods , and the 
| lofſe of his honour ?. 1 have read of a certain Dam- 
[ {el being painted, and paſſing by a Shop , an Ape 
| 1-pe on her ſhoulders , plucktof her Coff, and 
w diſcovered her deformity, whereby the felt he ericlf 
| overwhelmed much wich grief, If the ſmall aff:onts 
and diſeraces which we receive 1n the-woild hive 
{0 much force, what then will it bz, when the So- 
. yeraien Judve ſhall rake' away the Vizard , and - 
make a cauter? *zed conſcience? appear ? 
i What will it bz, when with as many Torches; , 
. and burnin» Lights ,. as there ſhall | then | be of 
Angels, anqof "the Ele& by bis fide ,, he ſhall pe- 
net ate even is the bottom of a loſt Toul Wahere 
then ſhall be his daubipgs ? where his diffimulatt-. 
: ſure it isa thing which we may ra Ch medt- 
_ on in Glence, then expreſfſe in ward: 1 
Reſolve then with tny ſel if { () my foul!) to build, 
MR, ſalvation upon the firm rock of truth , and nor 
_ upon 2 vain reputation , or upon the {{ippery mn- 
ving ſands of humane Apparences. Imitate that 
King who bare a Scepter made like an 041/:5k ina 
LG: King "OY 
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_ 4 7 e Reproof of D, ſt mulation, 


Ring with this vice, Volo ſolidum perenne,as who | 
would ſay, all his intentions aimed at heaven and } 
Ecernity, | ol 
Make it further your determinate purpoſe, - 
much as poſhbly you can, to avoid all ſorts of 
Aﬀ:Rations in your Apparrel, your Hair , your | | 
Words and Aations, as being things ſottiſh, rigicy- | 
lous and wicked, Remember what * Petrarch \ 
faich , You thateſtabliſh your | 
+ Habes hoſtem ruum olory i in the beauty of hebgal | 
domi dele&abilem& Cy; know you have 4n ensmy | 
landum , habes rap- under your roof ; you hat- | 
corem q LICLIS,, (orto- 
rem; porperulimy \ bour a Thief who ſtcalerh 
&. # your Repoſe and Time; you. 
harbour an Executioner wha. 
alwayes will hold you to the Rack and Tor- 
rure! &c. Take heed of carrying under a ſmooth * 
face, a heart ſpotted as the skin of a Panther ; what ' 
1s this, butlike thoſe enchanted 1lands, to recoll 
backward,when men moR think to approach them, | 
O God,1s there any greater unhappinels of humane | 
life, then that vices ; ſhould keep ſhop near vertue, 
and deceive the beſt with their falſe Artrfices !- 
That ſeverity ſhould counterfeit Juſtice, Difſolu- 
tion paſl2 under colour of mirth. Idle takle ſteel 
inco the name of afhbilicy ! The P:odigal ſaith , he 
15an honeſt man ; the covetous , Provident ; the 
ſeIf-conceit, conflant ; the crafty, prudent 3 Curi-- 
oity borroxcth the title of circumſpection ; Vain- 
olory , of Generofity ; Preſumprtion : of” Hope; 
Bacnal love, of Charity ; . Diilimulation”, of Pati- 
_ ence; Indiſcreet 2621 ot Feryout In marter of 


Religion 3 : 


The Vanity of Earthly Beanty. 192 3 
| relicion : : But the worſt of allis, that Hypocrifie 3 
[purs on the Mask of ſanity. And ſurely if there * 5 
bs any vice under heaven, "Uferving rhe execrati-: I 
Fon of mankind, ir. is that, which under colour of | 4 
| piety and zeal entrappeth men ; and that the ſub- - 
y = who have no other god bur their own Intereſts) 
} ſhould with borrowed faces deceive vulgar ſouls , 
| and by (light complacenres, and petty affeQations 


of tevoroah ſhould enſnare ſuch as meaſure. others 
5th by thetr own n Innocency, 


h, 
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S Diſtruſt is the mother of ſafety, ſo over- | 
F + "oy ſecurity is the gare of Peril. The way | 
| "of a Chriſtian towards Heaven , is accounted very | 
| eafie in the general eſteem of the world 3 when 
| -alas! no ſooner do we paſs one.Snare , but weare 
| $-Yz in another ; no ſooner have we avoided: 
-"$culla, but we are ſwallowed up in C haribdis. "of 
 Thefaireſt flowers are obſerv'd, as well to hide , | 
- Serpents, as to beautifie Garlands ; and thoſe gol- 
i - den hairs ( which too often are made the Enſiones - 
| andStandards of wicked Cupid ) have proved” the 7 
Nets wherein many.captive Souls have at laſt fete ... 
out their own miſery. How much alas ! do. we 
eftrange our thoughts and affeRions from the ſy- 
pream g | 200d ! Although a longing after ſenſual. 
" ares, 15 no other then a diffolution of the Sp1- _ 
Tit of man, making itlooſe, ſoft, wandring and un= 


C pr for We rrinnl employments; preferring the ho- - 


—__.-- 
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dy before the Soul, Appctice betorc Reaſon, and 
rf Paſſe-riimes of a ſhort abode here , before the 
pleaſures of E reraity. W 
_ Hence is1t allo that We ſo ofren court Beauty, | 
and the fading things of this world, though an en- 
cerpriize of great danger ; that we play fo long with 
che Candle, until oF 'witos are {inged, Alas! 
though the Subltance of the Soul be pure, yer the 
Male of the fleſh is corrupt ; the wileſt Policy be. 
ing ſcarce able to irame- a Patley for ſo ſubtile an 
] Enemy. How many upon tneir firtt acceſle there- | 
| Eo have been Freemcn, bur at ther return become 
PU worſe then Slaves ?.And as the fre of civil War 
can never b: extin2uiſhed without the Conquerors 
lofle, ſo the more we this way feed our Fancy, and , 
the more endulve out unſound Bodies , the more 
We Polion them, # 
Why then ſhouldave deſire the fruic of chat rtee, 
| andthe Kernel of that Apple , which at firlt was, 
| and (ill hach þzen of ſuch firal and dreadful conſe- | 
F._. quznce to the Taltzrs thereof z Why ſhould we love |} 
aQhat which cannor hold without jealoufie , nor end © 
- gpeithout Repenrance ? How happy ſhould we be, Q 
FF if we could bur (cal up all our /ezſes from vain Ob- 
E& j<&s, and ſuffer them to be wholly poſleſied with 
* Rclwion, fortificd with prudent watchfulnefle and 
mottification, and that we could bind up - our 
eyes and hearts from all t-ange and diiorderly 
Aﬀections, 
Bur out alas! ſervile ſouls | How wretched 1s : 
the Spirit of man ? which makes ic ſelf buſineſſe, 
by bzing diſquieted with petty things, and torments , | 
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[ The Vai ahity wo Earthly Bridhih. . "293 Nj 
| 5t \z1f with the ſhadows and formalities of the 
| worlds Bzauties , whilk it lives in adeep neelc& of 

W all thar is moſt eſſential to her Salvation. _ 3 
: No: wonder then. ( ſince led like Children by 4 
q oaudy Burcer-tiles, amonetit the Briars and Nettles - 
7 of this world , which beins obrain*d, will through ? 
& time and uſe wear off their | fading colouts) if thoſe 3 
Y who build without God upon the ſana and rubbiſh 3 
7 of earthiy vanities, do but demoliſh ; all cheir ? 
pleaſures do bur Aarrer their Pw with an Impo- 'J 
ſture of falſe colours. 4 

| Why then do we ſuffer thoſe eyes tobe raken i in- 7 
z che [ ares of Beauty,which are given us from heaven } 
8 to behold more clearer lihr2why do we leave more. | 
| high and elevated Obje&s ( as are vertues and - } 
g STACES., which are far more worthy the love- of | 
| men ) and apply our ſelves to a Dung-hill covered; 

| with Snow, to a Bzauty paſſing away. like a Dream, 2 

| ' and which hath no other Charifte: of 1ts me eritahen 

the judgement of a mad man,, 
 Andhence is it affirmed by ome, 5 FIR Tt erg Y 
24 mark in che world, which plainy diſcovererh 7 
| Reprohate Soul, icis in this, which carries dark= © 
_neſfe, fire, Rench, the worm, diſorder, and what 
elſe ſocver may claim Alliance with hell ir ſelf, -_ 

- Andir is ſaid alſo by ochers,thart rwo ſoris of men _ 

| haveanticipated —_ Hell in this world, the Lovers : 

 * andthe Envious, For alas | who can recount the 

B _ ſhiverings, tne Feavers, the acceſſes of fire and 1 Ice, = 

- the gnawin2 worms, the biting vultures of thoſe * 
= unfortunate” ones, Who having ſhaken off the yoke - 

BD of Soyeratgn Beauty , have made themſelves faves 


=A The Vanity of Earthly Brants, 


_ of a putrified Body , the Spoil a the El- | 
ments ſhall quickly partake ?2 
Poor painced earth ! what 1$1t wherein thou Joſt 
olory ? Is it 1n thy curled locks,thy falſe hair 2? alas! | 
who knows to what Leprous, or other unfortunate ? 
end they came , whom the ficlt owners thereof, 
or ( which is more (adly to be lamented)their poor 
Souls are not now 1n Eternal Darkneſſe, who firſt 
prided th:mſelves 1n ſo ſuper fluors an Excrement? 
or dolt thou elory in thy parcht Pace ? Alas ! how 
juſtly mighr God ſend incurable Ulcers in the room, 
to let thee ſee the deformity thy fins hiave deſerved, 
© 1s 1t thy gorgious attire which thou conceiveſt to + 
add ro thy outward ornament ? Alas ! Conſider how * 
thon art behokdine to the poor and harmleſſe Crea- 
tures, who uncloath themſelves;yeg,oftencimes lofe 
their lives to ſarssfte thy pride. 
The beauty of Chaftity is beſt preſerved by dev: | 
formity , and the purity of life by a contemptible * 
ſhape. Why then (hould we thus adore thar which | 
( like the neareſt ſhoe ) muſt bz worn in the dirt ? } 
A great Prince having ſent a Garland of -Roſes, } 
wonderfully perfumed with Spices, and other So- | 
phiſticarions , had this return, that his Love was } 
; accepted , bur the ſweetneſfle = 
Roſarum odorem aitis of the Preſent was ſpoiled 1n | 
PTE, peraidiltiz» the adulterating of 1c. In like 
JE PTR Te fe manner handſome faces often+ | 
= times become their own Trals 
eors, and like {o many ſale Creatures (whoſe hears 
being high and coſtly dreſt} 20 to the market of idle * 


Love, and pay FSR for it before they return, Bl 


"fe Vanity of Earthly roy "4 


-: Tf ever we ought toſtop our ears from the Songs © 1 [ 

0) of Syrens, ſure here have we need to have them ali } 
'Diamond.. And O that we could but melr thar 
[| heart which: hath Terained Jo many luftful rhoughts 

{ inthe ſacred Limbeck of divine Love, and diftill it 
by. our eyes!” O that no impure thoughts might 

| pollute - char Soul which God hath ſan&ified ! 

| no impure words. pollute that Tonoue which God A 

# hath commanded to be the Organ "of his praiſes Y -: 

| No unholly , nor unchaſt aRioris rend the vail of 1} 
[ that Temple which he hath been pleaſed ro. enter , a 
I and hath choſen for his habitation ! : 

| . . Wefind Hiſtories ( as well ſacred as Prophane ) 

5 very large in fetting forth the admirable command : 
| which ſome have had 'over themſelves, who would - 
L not make Beauty their ObjeR, nor be {urpiſed with | 
| an amorous Folly, Joſeph would not be tempted . 
| by his Miſtris, Holy Fob made a Covenant with: -. 
$ bis eyes not to look upon a maid; and many others 
t inijtanced in the holy Scripture. Beſides, dowe not _ 
6 1E1d of the Romans ; Stilpho, who notwithhanding- - 
& hewas natnrally addi&ed to Incontinency, became -_ 
F* abſolute commander of his affe&tions, by reading: 

i only certain Precepts of- moral Philoſophy. cn 3 
_ » What admirable conrinency do we find mention-" 
ed of eAlexarder, in ſparing the wife of Dari, 
and his three danghrers, Scipio after many years | 
proſperous Exploits , purchaſed not more glory , 
then by over-comins himſelf, when a beautifull 
Maile was brought untD him, 'whom he returned 

© with agreat reward unto him, to whom ſhe' was 

A poets he | lefle wee to be noted (to ſpeak 


op et  potlnng 
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nothing of thoſe noble Matrons , whoſe Verthe | 
and Chaiticy il] tranſcend the Period of all As 2esy | 

as Porcia, Octavia. ( acilia, Cornelia, Ec. ) were y 

AHarin, Solyr1an the Maenificent , and many o- | 
thers ( recorded 1n modern » as Antient Hiſtory } + 
for their P:incely command over themſclves, and 
their Aﬀ-cions. 
_ Andihulnor ve | being Chriſtians] Study thoſe 
ſacred O-acles which ſo piencifully hold forth dt 
rections for the conquering of our inordinate de- 
& fires? Doſt chou think thy (elf beaurihed with an 
& * Angelical feature, how then canſt rhou participate 
* of anycearthiy Creature ? This vice above all others, 
derogates from thy honour, and wilt thou ſuffer 'o 
oreat an Eclipſe for fo horr a pleaſure 2 The f:- 
mous Courtezan Las demanciny a ereat price of 
Demojtt xea.s for 4 Nights loazing ; he reple del 
will not buy Repcncance at ſo dear a rate. 

Ic was prophane Piylick ( and only fir for ſo 
Inxuttous a Phyſtrian) Which Epiceres uſed to one | 
of his Pacients; to lay him on -a Down Bedin a |} 
perfumed Cloſer , and ( after a Potton or two of 4 
D:1nk) co biing hin a D-autiful young Wench, * 
Which could play, f1n2 and dance, And was It not 
23S 2reat a vanity, ahh Cleſtzs reports of a P. r ſian 
King that had 150 M.11s atrendin2 his Table to 
make bim Paſtime., The like whereof another e- 
Ports of an SESyPLA? V 1BC2, Waoolill kept nine 4 
Virzins of moſt excellznt beaury ro wait upon ? 
him. O why ſhouli we thus rempr a Tempta- 
tion? Why (houldwe emEr ce the occaſions,and ap- 
| Proaci the places of lult ? or come near thoſe Dale- } 
| labsg aick will bind : only to Celiroy thee ; > 14 


F The v7 Un of Earthl Beauty = Fo: =, 

ti ND homty then chance'to ſhew thee a fair viſage 5 J 
ſg Ges r the Syrens do the ſame, If ſhe allure thee } 

Uby her Carreſles, ſo doth the Panther : If its a- 
I :morous Plains invite thee;ler the fi ghs of theCroca- 

#dile be thy. inftruction. Sure thou wilt find her grea* 

T reſt brightneſs ro bz but a falſe and fading meeter 3 5 
J and ſeldom (ſauth P/atarch) doih beauty and hone- 

= ity y dwell cozether , The fehicities of heaven, are in- 
# finitely to be preferred before the fair, and ruddy. | 
| fruit of earthly beauty, The thing which our Savis | 
$ our commended in /ary Magdalen , Math. 26.13« 


 & intended to have known throughout all the world, - 
8 was the office which ſhe performed to his feet; where. 4 
| as others (It mighr be) would have admired her cher- | 
| ry cheeks, her comly countenance , and the plea= | 
I "Oh flower of her youth , which ſhe had too ofren | 


made as aſnare to betray hes lovers, 


Conhider further, that thy bzauty E at the be ] 
{ 1510 colour far inferior to many flowers, and every: 


1 | Creature hath ics parts as well proportioned, and | 
© fitted to: 1ts purpoſe as thou haſt. Or pur'caſe irbe _ 
.. more florid : alas! all is worm-eaten w chin, where _ 
Z corruptron and death it ſelf have taken up their lodgs 
{ ings; "Three fits of an Avgue can ſoon change thy 
oaineſs] into yellowneſle , thy {trength into weak- 

| Heſſe, and quickly overſpread thee with the wrin- 
kles of deformity ; ſo that, that which was before 


E 16 fair and Rn at [aft ( when rhe Ap- 
= moo. of death ſhall make furrows uponit ) be- 


come ſwarthy, horrible, and covered wich «wp : 
- blackneſle, | 


_ very well worth the notice, that our B! fed. 4 
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Lord and Saviour mer the youns man carried tg 
Burial at the gate of Naim, (which is interpreted 
the Town of Beauties)to ſhew us that neither beau- 
ty, nor Youth are freed from the Lawes of death, 
And it was not impectinently ſtoried of a yours: 
man, \vho going eagerly after thz purſuire of his 
Iuts, mer a dead Corpſe in his way , which occa- 
fioned his Return, and the ſpeedy amendment of 
chac, and other his exorbitant courſes. 
| And truly, as the conſideration of our Aſhes wilt 
humble us under our greateſt pride, ſo will it abate, . 
and conſume our burning Love ; he being very. 
ſtupid by Nature, and wicked by his own choice , 
who will not corre& and amend himſelf, havin be- 
fore his eyes, A ſhes for his Glaſs, and death for his 
HMiſtriſs, 

Beauty will as ſurely periſh as life, Our laughing 
(if icbe roo loud) commonly ends in a deep ſich, | 
and all the in{tances of pleaſure have a great fiing , 
though rhey carry Brauty in the Face, and ſweetneſs | 
inthe Lip. So vain, empty, and unſatisfying is | 
the nature of ſenſual Appetite, biggelt alwayes 1D | 
Expecarion, and a meer vanity inthe enjoyment. 

What more fit then to cool th heat of thy luſt-. 
ful breaſt then the thonght of death, and the tears. 
of Repentance ? How flag will b2 thy fancy, and | 
hoW inconſiderable and regardleſs the moſt pleaſing 
objeas of Brauty upon the remembrance of the 
fore-paſt ſins, or the leaſt approach of danger 
fickneſſe > yea how inſtantly do they all disband , if 
but a fir of the Tooth-ach ſeizeth uporus, _ 
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PR © The Fans n Eirthl) ly Brantyl by 1 
Tl me thou-earthen veſſel made of clay ,, <- J 
[ -Wihar D beauty worth when thou mu$t die to day F 
"* What will Beauty pleaſe thee , when bing | hall 
{ be able to withhold thee from an inevitable diffolu- 
& tion !. when there ſhall be no oy in the Payſicians 
| Antidotes 2 no noiſe, but the tolling of a mournful 
Bell > no mirth bur. rears, and fiohs from thoſe 
ag drooping eyes, which encomp afle thy Bed ! will 
© the white teeth the rolling : S904, the ſwelling breaſts, 
S the vermillion complexion of thy miltris Then ate 
# ſord thee any comfort ? will the melodious and ra 
 viſhing voice cf thy enchanting D4/7/ah then any 
way aff: & thee, when inſteaa thereof , thou ſhatkr - 
bor nothing. but the ſcreeching of Owles, and the | 
 croaking of Ravens, and chy nakedneile ſhall ac lait | 
Iz be covered with Juſt, and carth! © 
t . Is this the body fed with delights, and delicacies? 
2 'X this the body fed with caſe and. luſt ? Is this cha - 
| fleſh deformed with loathſom ulcers ? Is this the | 
| face masked from the wind and Sun ? are theſe. tne 
F hands decked with Rings and Diamonds ? are theſe - 
[ the eyes which darted nothing but amorous entice= |: 
|. ments ? alas! wretched ſoul, where art thou now, 
f when death is thus knocking ar thy Pillow ? and thy. 
laſt breath is taking leave, A wander ic knows not. 
| whether ? 'Wouldir not daunt the boldeſt ſpirit a= 
' Moneſt thoſe infamous Ladies | Cleopatra, Farſtinas 
Cliemneſtra, &c.] whoſe memoties (purchaſed by | 
odious luſt, will ſurvive the courſe of time) to hear 
s - paſſing bell, and viſit him for whom it rolls ? Let 
| a man he bound to ſee nothing but thoſe eaſtly and. 
b Wild looks, thoſe ugly Me” IK; and Detortions he | 


YE 


i 162  TheVantyof Earthly Beauty, "TY 
| 1th: mouth, ana rhole convulſions of the fingers ? | 
which are il catching at the Bed-cloathes ; Let | 
him be bound to teck nothing , but the languiſhine : 
pulſes of that gaſping creature ; Let him be hots | 
to hear nothin?, but thoſe holiow groans and ſobs, 
thole broken (ghs , and thoſe ratlings 1n the throat; 
Jet him be bound ro ſmell nothing but the rotten 
breach of thole furrid lungs ; let him be boundto 
dwell by that ſpe&acle, rill che dauvhrers_ 
Eccl.11.4- of muſick are ſunk down, the eye-lids 
bal:-cloſed, and the jaws fallen, and chen ' 
let him tell me whar he thinks of that finne, which 
bronghr forth the puniſhment of ſo grim a death. 
Remember then, O man, that thou art mortal ! 
ler che thnught of thy latter end quench the vio-. 
lence of thy affetions; conſider that beauty(though | 
one of the worlds loadſtones to atrra&t them ) 
ſh:ll ſhortly like old jezabel, ſtop up the leaks of 
ace Wliih adulterate complexion, Let not thy ſen- 
ics be [ike gazing and wanton mudens ,- Wandring 
In the marker, and publick places without unploy-_ 
ments. But when they are upon juſt cauſe ſent 
ab nad, ler them rerurn quickly with chcir errands 
end, Neither ſay that darkneſs ſhall cover thee, 
end fo think to take thy fill of love until the morn- 
17g, the: being a Court of Chancery in thy breaſt, 
which I:ke rhe tilve- moon , diſcovers thy wanton 
rhovghts, rhough the black mantled nighr ſeen ne- 
ver ſo lent | | 
And 1 at any time (with David) thou haſt look- 
ed overthe garret, and given an eaſie admittance 
Lo Ny [Noctal Enemy ,even to the berraying of the 
_ glonious 
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Fe Bros  Fortref e and a Citttdel of thy ſoul, where- 
© by it is become black, and burnr up with the fire of 
erence ; ſurely thou cant never take a 
q better courſe to quench it, then rhe rears of repen=. . 
- tance, Thou canit never provide a better fountain 
| then to draw water from thy fins , and ( with that 
| orear penitent, to whom our Saviour forgave ſa 
Y Sick) to bring eyes, like veſſels full of chrilil wa- | 


| \ ter, ro waſh his feet. 


- Thus, thus ſhalt thou take a anQified revence on | 
ot £ ſelf; and'as Mary afterwards put that neck 3 
under the yoke of her Saviour, which had ſuffered it | 
- ſelf to be embraced by wanton arms ; and thoſe 
hands and arms, which had been the chains of fond | 
I embracements, were liſed up to heaven in prayer, 
7. as her mouth, wich had bezn thi mouth of unchaſtt.. | 
| ty; becamea Temple of C:ods pratiesg and her hearr 
| (once a burniny furnace of worldly) now appeared. 
a-burnine lamp of holy affe&ions, having no other. 
oyle to maintain it jthen that water which came 

rom her eyes) ſo ſhould we ( having betrayed out 
-hearts, abus'd our youth, ſpent prodigally our time, 
and made Crowns to Baal of our Treaſure ). offer | 
up all the parts of our Body as a continual Sacnifies 1 
of Repentance, and make. thoſe eyes ( which had 
firſt received that fire, which ſo paſhonarely de-,. 
voured our ſouls) C vrings never to * dried up;untif 
raey had rhroughly waſhed the eps. of our concu- 
- Piſcence, ſeeing at thoſe hareful portals (rhoſe fatal 
_ windows) death entred in upon us. And O how pure, 
ould that mou th be which aproaches near rae Sen... 
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* rouch him in his boly Sacrament ! and how | 
* ouvhr that heart to be , which 1s bedewed, with the 
E biood of the word Ererxal! yea, how ſhould -we 

unfold our hearts 18 the knowledge and love of 

him, by loving what he loves, hating what he hates, 

and by imitating and adoring him ! O God (ſaith 
E Bloſizs) ] askanddefire with all my heart;thy love 
| may penctrate, repleniſh,and wholly transform me 
& i1ntothee! 
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T he Bodies Beauty not comparable to that of the Soul, 


= boalt of the beauty of the Body , is to have a 
, K& great defect In our judvement , which is the 
Beauty of the Sou! , And Mult needs argue a vanity 
{as well fond, as deſperate) for any to olorifie 
himielt in thar which 1s meerly im2aginary, And 
ſurely the more proud we herein become, by ſo 
much the more do we make our ſelves ridiculous.' 
For were this Beauty true, it 1s but a white and 
vernillion skin diſtended over a carkafſe with 
many ordures. Ir 1s a dung-bill blanched with ſnow; 
a fools 190], a flower of the field, ſubject to all an- 
noyances, whereby wc may truly ſay (as of all other 
che glories of the world ) that there are none bur 
the bind, who ſeek afcer them, the miſerable who 
- find chem, the ſortith who ſerve them, and the for- 
lorn who tic themſelves thereto, —4 
For OLotrd! how wretched are the lovers of 
things viſible ! fiance they idolatrize a little skin,and 
_ reſemble the people called Afomes, who are cloud: 
C 


4X "rot © ompa rabletot that of the Soul. "" "_ g 
3 Fed with leaves, and live on ſmoak. The carnal 
T man who daily crucifieth himſelf upon ſo many 
croſſes, as he entertaineth thoughts, for the Crea- 
' ture he loves, 1s only taken by che eye With a Jutle . 
exterior Skin 3 pull, thar away , and how ſoon will 
he ſee what a ornſtty he adores infiead of a God- *: 
| defſe,  O ſtrange weakneſs of our Judgement ! that +» 
8 fince all love is due to Jeſus Chrift, by reaſon of 
' his incomparable excellencies, we ſhould reſerve 
| to our ſelves 'no other Ovjets then thin colours 
3 which put upon them ſo many illufions to occaſion 
| our miſery! I 
Love 1s a great ſecret ( ſaith one ) and our 
Soul ouvht to feb, and think it ſelf ſequeltred 
| from the Soveraien Goodneſs, ſo ſoon 3s it loſe- 
”. 'eth' never [0 little Gehr of the Dive Preſence ; 4 
| accounting It a /: Piritual Fornication to be ſeparated 
one minute from beholdine Jeſu, who 15 endowed 
with a Beauty incomparable, and exalted above all 
the Beauries of the Sons of men, and never ceaſcth 4 
by his Infinite Love to draw us to him! L 
; Do we not find the conte mpt of outward Beauty _. 
| even amonoeſt thoſe who lived in the Law of Narure! 
| Tertsl, mentions, -that one Democriuzs ' voluntarily 
blinded himſelf with look ing on the Sun, that he. 
might not behold the corporal Beauty of Wom en, I 
'O that we could thus ſhut thoſe 1wo gates from 
_ ſenſual love, that we mi-hr open a Thoutand to be- 
bold the Sz of Richteouſneſle 1 | he that hath eyes 
for the works of God. hath none for concupiſcence 3 
| hepullech our his eyes, to DEFEave himiclf of Spe = 
. Qactes of this world ; he plucketh,out of his heart 
” 220 Wy RR" 
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| 266 | The Bodies Beauty, Ip 
| All the roots ofdepraved and lultful thoughts, thefts 1 
in to prepare a loding for his Soveraign Lord and * 
Maſter ; He ſees all, but defies nothing ; he may 


perchance touch the ſe-ſc, but never ayes in the 
Coxſe W. 
' Eminent are the liyes and examples we read of 
to this purpoſe. Some rouling themſelves over Ice 
ani Snow ; ſome dragging themſelves over bryers 
and thorns, all torn and bloody ; ſome fighting 
againg (t the fire of luſt, taking the prime Element 
of fire 1n their hand to conquer their Paſnion; yea, 
infinite is the number of thoſe, who waxed old in 
rhe exerciſe of this vertuez who uſed great combats, 
oreat afflictions,and great auſterities therein. To let 
ofhers paſs under filence, I only mention a maid of 
Alexandria, endowed with an exquiſite Beauty, 
and {ued unto with great 1mporcunities , who hid 
herſelf in an Sepulcher of the dead, and lived af- 
ter twelve years in a little Cell, made to lods ſuch 
as had nothing to do with the world ; and being 
asked the reaſon, the ſid, I preſerve the Treaſure 
of Chaſtity amongſt thoſe dead Carcaſes , which 1 
could nt elſ:where, | | 
 Ocarna] men } why ſuffer ye your ſelves then to 
pe allured and ſurprived with fottiſh love ? tramp- 
Ing under foot the honour of God, the preſence 
ot heaven and Angels ! Ocan you chooſe bur fizh, 
hearing ſp*ech of the furious diſorder , this un- 
happy fin brings into the world Þ There is never a 
more undoubted Triumph over our AﬀeCtions, then 
to deprive ones ſelf of the Inſtruments of Evi: 
eur neuceft and domeſtick Engmiies are ever moſt 
Yo dns. ; ate * 
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ro be feared. For how often do we find mention. 
[of thoſe who could conquer Armies , but-nor 
i chemſelves; and who have torn Lions aſunder, bur 
Wy never could rend the leaRt Paſſion from their heart 
' All thoſe unfortunate Lovers ſpeak of nothing 
| but their flames, they are alWayes 1a fire, like the 37 
F Salamander;they butn perpetually like che mouniain - 
mM /Ea,having oluttony-for fewel, Pride for flime , 
M unclean words for Sparkels , iniamy for ſmoak , 
f and hell for a Center. Love' and Folly go hand ij in 
| hand ( ſaith Sezeca) It is a Paſſion which never 
þ todgech at the fi2n of h-alth, ic curnerh the Spirit o 
AS uphde down , maketh men butiſh an1 is unprofi- . * 3 
 - table to all. No ſooner 1s this fin co:nmirted, bur | 
| ic hath its Executioner attending it, even the worm 
of damnzxtion diveth into the heart of him that 
{ cammitsit, whick is perpetually perplexed with |} 
| @ ſad cemorſe ro have loſt fo ATION | 2 43 
Trea ſure as Purity of life, =_ 
You may as well number the leaves of trees, . : 
the ſands of the Sea, the ſtars of the sky,. as the + | 
diſorders which bave overflowed the face of the 
Earrh through ſenſual Love. If poiſ>n beto be 
diſlolved, Love minelerthir; 1f ſwords ro be filed, 
Love hammereth t them ; if there be ha] ers to be 
Slips wherewichto arangle , Love weaverh .and + 
ieth chem ; Ib Maſſacres, EE COntrivern chem, 4 
And hath it nor been the But and aim of Gods ven- ; 
" geance? Hath it not bzen firucken with fire and © 
brimfione from heaven? Hath it not been ſwa 4 
In the Encrails of che Earth ? drenched In the Was, + 
ters of a general deluge. 
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What hezedleſs and filly Creatures are we rh 
to be taken with this fin, as Mariners are ſaid here-. } 
tofore to be taken by Syrens 2? whilit they faſtned | 
thetic eyes upon their faces,and their ears upon their. | 
voices,bur heeded not that part in which the beauti- | 
{ul woman became a fiſh, or rather a Serpent, Q | 

ler us {et a true eſtimate .upon all things, and not 

be deceived with Appearances 1 Let us keep watch 
over our ſen{zs, to avoid the occations and oppor- 
tunities of fin ! let us be delichred with ſerious 
purpoſes and employments ; ler us often preſentto 
our ſelves the defe&, levity,inoratitude, inconſtan- 
_ cy and rreachery of the Creatures, which we, ſo ſer-' 
vilely love; and above all, let us have recourſe | 
unto God upon the firft riſe and impreſſion of our 
rhou2hts unto fin. 

O how oughe we to flie this fleſhly Peſtilence of 
mankind, and never ſuffer 1t to cxercſe 1ts Tyran- 
ny over our hearts conſectated by the pretious 
þ!od of our Saviour ! How valiant ſoever you think 
your fſeif , Otempt not Temptation ! brave not 
danver , neithzr calt your ſelf into the occalions 
cnereof, How many inſtead of finding glory here- 
in, fhavetraced out their on Tomb ?:It you love 
danger, you will periſh therein, The abſence of 
enticing O6jebzs;-mak?s us forget all our moſt en- 
flimed De/jres, But to live in luſt and idlzneſs, ts» 
have our eyes alwayes wandring, to bave uncheſt: 
books 1h our heart, to hear Comedies and impure 
Stag2-playes, to have gluttonous diſcourſe in our 
mouth, to frequent evil company, to covetrſe ordi- 
nartly with women, are not the inſtruments of 
Si x Cinaftity ; 
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FC Eftiry ; itis rather'to put oyl1 nto the fame then 
Iro:complain'of much heat, 


| But much rather, on the contrary > ASA ſpecial 
© preſervative to quench and zllay the fervour of thy 
| irregular paſhons , have recourſe unto Prayer, be- 
, take thy ſelf to the meditation of thy Saviours 
| Croſs, . the day of Judgement, Faſting , and the 
Z like Remedies ; otherwiſe thouare like to commit 
| as many Errors, as thou coeſt ſteps. - Offer thy ſelf 
| { according to the defire of the bleſſed Apofile Fas 
| a lively, holy and acceptable ſervice unto God; 


| In whom we ought to have an aftetonate delicht ; —_ 


| [ccipz:he is all-wiſe, all-g00d, all-juft, all-power- A 
| ful, all amiable , all- merciful : yea, the O rivinad I 
Z Fountain of all Wiſdome \Goodnes, Power, Nex aury, | 
| Jutice and Mercy., 


|. We read of the affe&tion of cone who was ſo 
A meh moved 11 beholdin2 the Beauties of God, thar 
| he afterwards wept bitterly \becauſe(as he ſaid) Lovs 
| was not beloved enough, O that all underſtandings 
| were repleniſhed with the knowledge of him ; all 
\ wills with his Love , all memories with his mercies 
| and benefits ;. and that all Creatures in the world 
| - might adore and ſerve him ! But O our God |what 
1 inconfancy 15 12 u5 2 what want of vigour of Spirit ? 
| what little eourage 2 yea, how ſhamefully do we 
| forſake thee 2 how tondly do we embrace our own - 
| ruinezand {like unhappy Wrerenes) make our {elves : 
3 a a prey to diſhonour. | 
St, Cyprian found nothing more powerful to CON- 
E-- quer a Tempration of diſhoneſt wantonneſs, then 
| ; TO 9 repreſents It Wuh two faces, and not to look £0 
6 EO t at 


As 
- 
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that which ſeemeth able to deceive us ; but to be. * 
hold chat , which under a black veil ſheweth it ſelf { 
| tobeſad, penſive, deiperate, and full of confuſion, , 
Perracrh in his book againſt Vanity, giverh remedy 
ro ſuch wounds in this manner ; Dorh Love creep 
anto 1dleneſs? let it alwayes find you buſied. Is t 
pleaſed with curioſuyof eAttire ? uſe hair-cloth; | 
Is heentertain:d with Feaſts ? ſubdue him with au- 
ſfterity ,, Doth :t labour to find out a looſe ſpirit? let 
Jours b: extend:d upon (ome good Aﬀair ; Doth it 
deſire mght, darkueſs ani private Places? be (ure of 
witneſſes to enlighten 1t on every. (ide. 
But | above all] ler us uſ2 the advice of a wiſe 
Arabian, Who perpetually repreſented to himſelf 
| over his head, an eye which enlizhrned him, an 
ear which heard him, and a hand which meaſured 
out all his carriage and departments, Surely the 
Exerciſe of- the Preſence of God joyned wt | 
Payer, andthe frequentinz of the blziſed Sacrav | 
ment, will daily blunt a thouſand and a thouſand 
darts ſhot againſt the heart of an undaunced - Chile 
ſtian , who ſees himſclf diffolved into an Ocean of : 
dilturdances, very prejudicial to a chaſt ſoul. þ 
Befides, d1d you but know what you defired, yr 
would be athamedof your {elf ; you would have 
caule to be amazed, that ſo noble a Spirit ſhould 
ſutter 1t ſelf to be Cranſported with ſuch follies. It 
1s mentioned of Raymond Lullius, who being ctl- 
amoured of a Lady wiſe and hone(t , ſhe ſhewed 
him one of her breaſts eaten and gnawn thorov 
with a Cancer , very hideous to behold z Stay. 
ſerple mn , faid (hz, Behold what you loved ! -- 
at. 
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FE”. - not comparable to that of the ſoul, not ? 
& that inſtant coming to himſ-If replyed, Alas ! * 
Was it forthis, 1 have loſt ſo many good hours, 
What I became entranced, poſſe(t with Frenzy, and fo 

Wpfren paſſed chough fire, and wate!? lurely all overs 
Ivould ſay the like , were the ſcarf rakenfrom their  : 
yes; we think love indeed to be the moſt powerful -* 
Archer of the world to transfix a heart. But alas! how - 
Woon doth the love of any Creature turn into ha” 
Fred | whereas. a lover qught willingly to embrace +! 
Wall that is bard , and diſtaſtfull for his beloved, and } 
not to turn away from him , for any contraty accl- _; 


x 


: 
* 


dents. He that 1s not ready to ſuffer all rings, and. 
W truſt co the will of his beloved , 15 not worthy to be 


{ - Othe incomparable patience of many , who ra- 
| ther to ſend vp ſo ill a perfume to heaven, and to 
| deliver up ſo rich a gift of God toany creatute which . | 
| deſerved not their love , have ſubmitted to the - 
I Teeth - and pawes of Lyons , tothe ſharp Irons of - 
| ryrannicall wheels , ro Cauldrons of ſcalding oyl, 

| have diſlocated their bones, torn our their eyes, 

{ maſſacred their bodies ; yea given up their blood, 

| drop after drop, evento the lift breath of life? 

{| And O wretched Creatures, that on rhe orher fice 

| are prodicall of a 200d 1 irrecoverable | who place 

| their affeRion on the wrong obje& , and not upon 

| God the true fountain of all love ! A ſcnſcleſle ſouls 

| togive ſoricha treaſure for a momentary delight ! 

[Ah inzxcufable Treachery ! Ah weakneſſe , to yield 

| at the firſt attempr , andeive that toa Libertine , 

, Wuich b-longs mWaw=___  ——=—— 
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Let us not miſtzk2 a blear-eyed Leah for abexu-P 
Eifull Rachell;why ſhould we (like fome amorous per- Þ 
ſons ) v2x and trouble our ſelves , With the doughty || 
miſhipen flut of this world, waen we may haye 
choice of C:leſtiall beauties £ hal a maid, or woe ff 
man all chat fond Poets uſe to hold forth in their 
wiitines, the browes of J:no, theeyes of. Voyue, Y 
the hands of Minerva, the feet of Thetw, naywas } 
ſh Par4orz her ſelf, adorn'd with all the . ours | 
ward perf21ons of th world , yet May we not | 
be far of froma Seminary of evils , and therefore | 
ou2nht not to truſt their familiar converſation, da- | 
kances , bzwicching love-drinks, and molt wicked | 
atractives,  ” 20 
Azaiuſt which, we ſadly find ſtrength lutle to a- } 
vail, when Sampſo: ſunk ro the ground ; wiſdome } 
Vas to ſeek , when Solowsrn fell ; Valour came \ 
ſhore, as we ſeein David , we find ſanRity not to | 
be free, ſince E/iha was periecured by women; | 
yea j»ha Biff therein loit his head, "al 
O may we then truly weivh , and confider the | 
barrenneſs of all worldly loves, in regard of Celeliie | 
all amities! That we would withdraw our affections } 
from the fading ſhadows of the world , which are 
Iike the gardens of A4-is, wherein nothing 18 ga- 
thered but wretched flowets, cnvirond with ſnakes, 
and Thorns ! Othat we could return the world het. 
love-tokens, and direct our love to the right founr 
tain! Ochat we could entertain our Lord , wich 
all che carreſſes, and ſweerneſs of love, anden- 
cercourſes of Daty , and AﬀeRion ! and that We 
could acquaint him wich all our needs, reyeal un- = 
go 


ww not 2t comparable to that of the S oul. 53 C 
o o him all our ſecrets , and NE all our Infirmities / 
nto him! —_ | 
+ 1 alwayes watcheth . FE) fleepine R ſicepeth 1 
7p 6b wearled, 1s. never tired; iriohted, is never | 
Er oubled , bur like a lively flame burnerh upwards 1. 
, nd. paſſerh through all FE derances with greatfe- 
Mucity. A beginning it had from God, and cannot. 
Feſt, but in h.m above all.Crearuzes. O what a 
8 loud cry , in Gods ears , is the burning love of the 
Mfoul , which ſaith my God! my love ! thou art 
b wholy mine , and I am ever thine. 


od 


| - Who then will give us wings to flie and reſt in ' 
7 thee ,  O beloved Jef 45 ? the moſt chaſt lover! the 
| covernour of;all Creatures, the bri..htneſs of Eternal 
j Slory , and comfort of our Pilyrim ſouls | ls 1t net 
| Sadneſe 1 in ſome ; and tolly 1 in all (like fupid Ido- 


| laters ) to place Divinity in any Creature ? there 
| being as falſe felicities in the frujtion , as miſeries 
| In the lofſe thereof ! ſhall we fix our effeRions © 
where nothing will be left but a Painted Box, which - 

| Children, or time will empty of delight , leaving 
| nothing be hind but apxlety & trouble of ſpirit? In ._ 
| thee only ( O dear Saviour ) there is infinite love, 
' and ſhal nor our love to thee exclude all affetion to 

| fin, and-all inordinate affe&ion to the world ? ſeeing 

| all creature &ſenſual love pollutes the ſpiritual love, | 

| andevery.degree of aff:Rion to things of this world, .. 

| is a perfect enemy to him who 15 the fountain of 
Il all exccllencies, and from whom it is a ſhame to. 

_ take off our affeion, and eve it Satan, Ol beſtow 1 It 

upon: any/other creature. 


- But much rather let gin return of ſuch hn 
_ Ys | a & 


174 The Bodies Beanty, 7 5" ks 
' able mercy, ſanathe all thar is eſteemed moſt pro. 
fane ; let us return all our love to him who hath] 
ſhewn us ſo great love; ſhall we not love him,whoſe | 
immenfity, and vaitneis of divine love is hourely | 
expreſs in all the diſpenſations of his providence? 
ſhall we receive God , and not eve man ? ſhall we ' 
feed at Gods Tabie, and kick our heels at him ? nay 
for felicity , ſhall we not part with our miſery? 
; O char like finners wounded with love , we could 
Cure our ſelves with love! That we could pluck. 
 outof our wound the venemous dart of worldly beau: 
ty, to make large room for the Arrowes of out. 
SaviNur to pierce our heart! Like Mary Man., 
dalen , who brought hereyes ful! of Chriſtal tears, 
and poured them out on Je/as his feet , the wound; 
of whoſe love ſhe eltecmed more then her life, 
and (havin2 chanzed the fire of B:by/oz, into that: 
of H reruſalem) ſighed out the payſon of her Juxuti-* 
ous Paſſions , that ſhe mich: the berter breath no+ 
Thing but chatiiry , and ſanifying all that mighr de 
eſteemed p-ofane , ſhe forthwith go2s to her con- 
queror, and deſires death rather then life, 
And happy is that heart which is pierced with 
Imitation of her vertues , thereby to attain that 
Crown , which ſhe was aſſured of ; yea happy 
that love , which is conſtant and unſeparable from 
Divixelove ; not ebbing and flowing like the Tide, 
but paſſinz2 on in the Channels of duty , and a con-. 
ſtant obedience , and never ceaſing untill it de- 
ſcend into the Ocean of Divine Excellencies | Hap- 
py 1s he, who among all the beauties of fond Amo- 
r:trs preferrs none to the lovelineſte of Þrfa: C/o 
which” 
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Mom ING table to that f the / * 
which enchaineth Cities, Empires , and Provinces, 
whom { many Kings and Queens have followed 
through Forreſts, Thorns, and Rocks; ſo many mil- 
lions "of the wiſeſt , moſt purified , and -cou-* 
ragious ſouls, even to-the fferring of flames ; 
yhecls » and the diſmembring of their whole, J bo- 
dies | | 
'Ah- then 1 Thar we could diſſolve for him ! 
That we could melt our hearts in holy flames for 
his ſervice ! All things here are tranſitory 
and frail , and no ſupport is to be found in them 
untill God have poured out his holy love into _ 
*our heart >, which is the true influence of hea- 
ven , that can alone purifie our life , and etet- 


nize our ſouls. - © Love ( ſaith Zeno') Our 
aſt won done? _ 
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— © Thoubat FRO God in- _ 
To  Deun in honinem pap. Thou haſt made him © 
, _ voluiſhs , tu Deum : 
= 2 Pilorim on earth , thou haſt _ 
 Zeno, 'Ser.. de fide ſhut him in the Priſon Of 2 


=: & charir, virginal womb, thou haſt raught 


God to die. O then chat | 
throweh. hs ſtrength of this love we might be 


dead to all the obj «Rs of the world | and that all 


- our thoughts , and ſenſes might know no other 
then. that of Jeſus Girift. 


176 


T: hat we. oght with Ww illingheſs to deny 
our Pleaſures , ana patiently to; fer 
Pain for God. 


S amonl(t all living Creatures there is not any 
more delicate, more ſenſible, and which is 
waiced on with ſuch a Traizas man ; fo there 1; : 
none More expoſed as a But or matk for all acc-_ 
dents which are of powcr to occaſion trouble , then 
ha. Alas! what is man Who maketh a crime of 
his birch , a ſlavery of his life, and a horror of his. 
cath ? He ſalutes day-light with Tears, and comes 
into the . world to be "inſtancly crucified, , His , 
mouth is open to cries and hunzer. He brinos 
with him a barrcn mind , a frail body , enraved | 
| _ Concupifcence., and after -a wretched Infancy, be- 1 
| Sins Lo feel his muery, 
|  Afﬀcerallwhich, hcbeholds his poor liberty fer- 
tered; he hves under a fear of Rods, under a 
perpetual reſtraint of his will, Thence enters he | 
Into Adoleſcency followed by youth, which cauſerh | 
loud Rorms of Paſſions, to bear along with them 
the ſeed of all his Miſeries. After all which tol- | 
lowes a wretched ſervicude, and an evilencounter 
of Rzlations, of Afﬀairs , of Cares, of Poverty , 
of Slanders, of Quarrels, of Aﬀronts, of Contu- 
melies, of Sickneſs and bodily pains, of Faintneſs 
of ſpiric, of Ruines of Families, of oppreſſion 
_by Tyrants, of Poiſon, of Puniſhments , of P#1- 
vation of all on2 loveth, of Vexationsby ail one 
hateth, and | at laſt] a contemptib! e, lick and Jan- 
89ſhins old Ave, With 


_ aid to [uffer Pain fer Chriſt, "©" , T5 


_. With all this, to hear death a hpi] times 
Gvokes to fly fromthe poor & miſerable,and to lay 
Þold on the fortunate. To ſze Abiſſes of fire & torm= 
Iments prepared for our ſifis ; who is that tremble: 
mor ; chinking upon all theſe lamentable obje&s 2 

Land whoi is there , Who qughr not to be well forti- 
Ufed with prudence to divert his evils, or to have 
Woreat patience' to bear them? Oh! who can en- 
[ dure the loſs of goods, of credir , of friends , of 
| incommodities of body and mind, and nor think 
| on then with great reſucancies. _- 
|. How many Herbs, Simples and. Compoſitions 
| of Phyfick , - how many Lenitives, what powerful | 
| Chirurgery , if well ordered, do cure ſtrange. infir- 
F mitics., and even pluck us from out the oItes of 
death? bir the cuce andeafing of the ſenſes] 1s. Net- 
ther preſent, nor to be. found in all the world : 
| what then ſhall we do ? evento deny.all our plea- 
 fures , .lufts and paſſions , and endeavour to cure - - 
our ſelves by reaſon it being thar which God hath! 

_ eiven unto man inſtead of thoſe offenſive and de- © 
| fenſive Weapons, which other Creatures bear about 3 
them for thzir ſhelter. 

It is Reaſon which weakneth the opinion of our 

evils, which many times rorment us more then 
their effet. Doth Poverty make thee ſad, why 
complaineſt thou ? It is not Poverty, it is thy kaney. 
Which torments thee. No man's ever ſo poor as 

| he is born. ' Oh! but thou broughteſt oold in thy: - 

veins , and riches attended thy coming into the 
world, but now thou complaineſt of che change 

of, f chy condition ; ; Ray bur a lirtleg and Deat': will 
FR N -  niake 


* a5 + ID >2 4 ; 
. [4 44S - >» P N ; 
of. 2 > REP ns of 
AT I” 
xg*ert p ry C4) . v 
- 


7 37S re ought to deny our Pleaſure, 


' make thee as rich as Creſ#s, Thou ſayſt again how 
"that thou wanteſt neceſſaries for lite after thoy. 
haſt lived proſperouſly and happily ; this indeed is 
very painful , and hard to be born; yet ( ſince. 
God will have thee ſuch ) make thy ſelfa good 
poor man, Pray , be patient, endeavour, take 
pains, Jive holily, and chou ſhalr become rich by 
beins contented. — 

If Fire and Water, Storms and Tempeſts, Hat- 
pies, Tyrants and Thieves take away thy goods, 
what canſt thou do again(t chance,violence and ini- 
quity ! but expreſs rhy ſubmiſhon and Innocency; 
ler that go with patience, which thou canſt nor 
hold by torce. It ſlander aflail thy crcdir, and con- 
demn thee , perhaps 1t doth but what thou ought= 
eſt to have done thy ſelf: many by deſpiſing them- 
felves , have prevented all contempts. Tongues 
cannot hurt thy conſcience ; we ſtand before God; 
ſuch as we are, andall the Teeth of Calumny can- 
not hurt us. 'Amend thy life fince thou halt cen- 
ſurers, Truth Will at lait force light thorow the 
vapours of malizn ſpirics, and dertve glory to thee * 
Out of their detraction. | 


Art thou diſcountenanced of the world , and 
the Favourites thereof? O pur thy ſelf into the 


good favours of God | Thy puniſhments(through 


envy ) (hall make a part of thy felicities. 1s it 
for the abſence of a beloved friend thou art trou- 
bled? what ? doſt thou think he muſt be continu- 
ally r1cd ro thee ? If this 200d friend be gone into 
| Hhe otner world , we every moment run {after him, 
and each hour diaw near upto him where che en- 
ed cab - Y1OUS 
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: aid toſ uff er Parr for Chris. -- 179 | 
| vious ſhalt riot Watch us, the jealous. obſerve us, 
' nor the troubleſome interrupt our diſcourſes, | 
\ Let usnor then refiſt againſt Heaven, and cenlure- 
| che divine ' Decrees; Do we expe that God 
ſhould revoke his Lawes ? muſt he | create a 
- world apars--ro- content ſimple Creatures? Do we 
| not well know; and by every hours experience find 
| our bodies here ro be expos'd to weakneis & fckneſs, 

' our ſpirits to be light and thorny, our labours vain: 
and fruitleſs, *our Fortune full of chanze and trou-- 
ble? Do we not (ee our ſelves firſt ro be nothing, > 
rhen nothing” but unclenneſs ; conſtant in folly., 
but uriconſtant i in holy duties ? Is not our Child= 

| hood fooliſh, our youth wild and paſſionate, and 

_-_ whole courſe of our life;finful.. © 

O gnoganeſs and mercy of God'thar we are. kept 

7 from confuſion andamazement, when we confider 
the miſery and ſhame of our -erſons, and the de- 
filements of our Nature. : And have we not. good 

_ -feaſon (looking thorow the cloud of .our wretchs: 

. edneſs ) patiently to bear our croſs , to'trample rhe - 
worlds pleaſures under our feet, to receive withs 
out.grumbling what God is pleaſed-to lay upon us. 

_ fill waitinz for the conſolarion of the Lord 5 and 

; Lhe day of. our Redemption ?_ 

Are we ſtranzers and Pilgrims here 1n- comiition? J 

0 let us be ſo alſo in our affe£ 'ons | Letus' ſtrive 
tohave our ſouls fill'd wich the Excellencies of ſpi- 
ritnal things, rhar our affeQions being weaned from 
the delights of this world , and the falſe allutements 
of fin,” we may with more. (tric defires and clear, 

| reſolutions » have our conyerſation in heaven and 
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130 we ought todeny our Pleaſure | | 
h eavenly employments ; where at lalt we ſhall Pare | 
rake of rhe teliciries which lie in the bolom of our 
bleſſed Saviour ro Ererral Apes, — 

The Philoſopher Zezs ſought out torments to | 
taſt Pleaſures, and ſaid, they were nothing worth, | 

- if not thus taſted. Are there nor ſome who fight | 
in blood, others who jeſt art their wounds, otherg | 
who have plaid on a Lute while the parts of their | 
body have been ſlaſhed 2 what doth this argue, bur 
char, if there be an evil 1n nacure, there 1s much 
more In our o?inion, Muſt we ſuffer pain then ? 
It will be but ſhort :; muſtwe ſuffer chains ? im- | 
priſonment , ſickneſs , (ſharp afflitions , hunger, | 
thirſt, che {word, reproaches, contumelies, and all | 
the hoſti}ty of Naturez, we mult needs ſay, they * 
will tough us near ;; yet not ſo worthy of our com- 
plaints, ſince bur of a ſhort continuance. 

It needs we Will pur heaven and earth into one 
Ballance, ler us not ſo efteem rerrene things , as 
to vilife and contemn Celeflial. Muſt we' die? 
Alas! it isbut a moment of adverſity toenter into | 
perpetual happineſs and repoſe, To be born, maketh 
us Tribucaries to all miſeries, but Death alone 
freeth us from all our Troubles. 

Beſides, Te ſtealeth away our evils from vs » 
ſhe ar laſt qunrs the medicine ; there is noevilim- 
mortal. A morher indeed cannot preſently dry up 
her eyes, who hath loſt her ſon; or a wite, fron 
whom death hath taken her husband ; we mult 
ſnfter them co weep until the day of their burial; 

The wound rill then will bleed on courſe, and muſt 
then be cured rather by Prayers then nicole: - 1 

l - 
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ad to » ſuffer. Pain for C hri F. ek br ? 
| $0 in all our other ſufferings, our oreareſt dolours - 
; will disband with time ; and chouvh i in the b:ojn- 
1 ning Wwe ſeem ro have no hop ES of redreſs , Oy foo] 
how doth the divine Providews diſcover wayes un- 
| ro us, which  (beioce wethinkon it) brings us ro 
| the rop of patience, where wWe- gather the - fruit of 
| our Travalls. _ 
| Ir is oftentimes very good to prefer Tolitude 
and filence before” the moſt eloquent confolatl. 
| ons. Thetfriends of Job ſecino his oreat MUCTIes,  . 
| were ſeven dayes without ſpeaking To him ; ; they ler. 
| him diſcourſe with his.own thoughts , and oather - |. 
| ſome eaſe from his own grief; as we uſe to draw re- 
| medies out of Scorpions. O who would not admire 
| the 2oodneſs of God, that mjikes time thus t wear 


out our troubles, yea maktsqur ſadneſs to become 
our pleaſures! _ . $4 I 


St. Gregory ſaid , ' That the Paidies of God did : 
| fl walk. haud in hand with his charity, He de- © 
| fires to be named the Godof Mercy, and the Father of 
| Goodneſs, * And as his Love towards man is incom- 
parable, \ſo his Patiexce to endure the infirmities of 3 


 femners , admits no con 
* Pater 'miſerecordiarum , Domi- pariſon, How many 


_ nator , Dominus Deus miſcre- Pirates are there fcr 
COTS, S clemens, & patiens', 


© & millt @ miſerationis , Kc. whom God daily open + . 

eth the Seas?How many | 

= per for Whom he cauſerh the ftarsro ſhine, 

\ "Fountains to ſtream, Plants to grow, Vines to r- 

pen, Harveſts ro wax yellow, as well as for the 
faichful > How many ungrateful and rebellious 
Children arethere who every day receiving bene- 


Ti. op 
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ts from him, rake them as Hovs do Acorns, id) | 
never once calt their eyes cowards Heaven > How v 
many ſpirits, enemies of Truth , and Tranſvreſſors p 
\ of Lawes ( both humane and divine) do *boutly | 
oppoſe the W if] of their Maſter ? and yet he ſuffers * 
them , as if ir were his buſineſs patiently to bear, 
and vanquith by benefits the malice and ingratitude | 
of men. 
Feruſalem ( {aith the Propher ) & the ſlone of | 
Burthea , which ever layeth a Burthen upon God | 
himſelf, Zach. 12. Yeahis own People | whom 
hz hath choſen, and ſanRifted above all the Nations | 
of the world]do oftentimes ſenſibly diſpleaſe him ; ! 
and yet God continually oblig=rh . and if he | 
needs mult dray his ſword, 1 15s with deliberation, 4 
delayes and exceſſive clsmency. O infinite Good. 
n2is ! O incomparable Lovc ! who then would nor * 


make a wiſe 1mprovement of his Croſs , whereby 

' to haverecoutiſe to ſa patient and long ſuffering a 
God ? An:iwno wonld not in ſo many mutations 
of this worle, :ckno-vledge and kiſs the drvine hand 
which fo unwillingly afflicts us 1: 


What an 1ndi2nity is it , thar a man full of Re- 


be111-ns againlt God , ſhould ( throuzh che great | 
weakne's of bis underſtanding : effzminacy of his 
f:th, an! etddineſs of Spirit ) hxve more atltur- - 
 agv wichin nm, then the Sea hach waves ! That | 
he ſoul thank ail C: eatures were: baund to ſerve 
bim 2ccorcino to his humors > Bur much rather to | 
ſortife our ſelves 294in{t ail humane acciden:s, and 
th* hu-ly burlics of fortune , Wach (ina moment) 
throw us to the botrom of the wheel; ſuch as 


are. 


and 1to to ſuffer Pain for Chriſt, -- 3330 %' 


are Baniſhments, Impriſonments , loſs of Goods. 
 imfamous accuſations, Death of friends, and o. 
. neareſt Kindred. And to this end let us 100k on 
| 7eſus who 15 the brazen Serpent planted in the 
' wilderneſs of this world, who purtferh its polluted 
_ Waters » and ivertneth all the birtecnefſe of Our 
4 Life, Te: x 
. * Behold further the oreat t Temper of thy Saviours - 
| ſoul in his. moſt horrible ſufferings; what could be 
' invented which he endured not ; >” what mlzht be un- 
. dergone, Which he mer not with ? O hivh «ff:& of © 
| ſo: Ptodigious a Love | which found no belief in _ 
ſenſes, no perſwaſions1 in minds, example ! in Man | | 
| ners, nor reſemblance in nature! T 
It isftoried of a Prince,who( being defirous to ar 
| bimſelf ro death for the preſervation of his Sub- ©: 
js) took the habit of a'Clown , the berrer to fa- 
i his death : He laid down his Crown and. 
|. Purple , and all rhe Enſfigns of Royalty , ( only 
.Fetaining thoſe of Love )* and loſt his life in his: 
enemies " Army. Bur alas! this was bur a mortal 
3 lite ; and! 1n giving it, he mw Pat id chat Tribure to. } 


bs ious = birth , NT LY by 1 condition 
E: hah eſpouſed that bumili ry which all the world ce- 
foiſerh, -that' mortality which all muſt pa:take of, 
andthat miſery which none can equalize ; and for 
*no other occaſion, bur to die for his friend? O dear 
Telus, as ! They err, by nature 1mmoital, and 1m- 4 
N 4 OE  pregnable 
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preznable again(t all exterior violences, thou tooks || 
not the habit of a P-:ſant, nor a body of air, bur Þ 
a rue b:dy of fi:fh perſonally united to the Word 
of God. Thou conſumclt thy body with Travails, | 
thou quaillt 1t with coils ; thou didſt caſt rotteted | 
Rags OVET thy Royal Pu:ple, chou tookeſt pains ro | 
Roop down,and pull us out of the mire ; thou laid} | 
our miſeries upon thy own fhoulders, andar lat | 
reſigneſt thy ſe:fasa prey to a moſt dolorus death, 
| My God, what a Prodigie 1s this > Thou found» | 
eſt away to accord Infirmity with Soveraignty , ho+ | 
nour with ignominy death with life , and time with * 
Etermriy, O God of Glory ! O mild Saviour! | 
all this haſt thou done, Ir was not poſſible that | 
ſolz God ſhould endure death , or ſole man ſhould 
wanquiſh it; but God and Man hath overcome ir. ' 


All che ancient Patriarchs who were perſecuted in | 
times paſt, and all the Marryrs who fince our Sa« 
_ viour haveendured ſuch prodigious trorments, mad: 


but an Aſſay or Tryal of the dolours of this afflicted 
King ; ougat not then his pains to be as much ado» 


Ted by our wills, as the 
derſtanding ? 


Who's the man then, who cannot bear a ſmall 
burthen , to Which he 1s ried by duty and nature ? 
who will then now dare to complain(behoiding this 
Abyſs of Love, of mercy , -of- dolouts, of 1gnom1- 
nies, of blood, of Ilowlineſs, of admiratiod and a- 
mazement which ſwalloweth all rhoughts, dryeth 
up 311 mouths, and ſtzyerh all Pens) that he ſuf- 

Fereth coo much, that he doth roo much , and. 
that he hath 2vv more trouble then ke deſerveth ? 


y a:E incomparable to our un- | 


_— "aud to by for Pais for Chrift.. E.9 4 
IE -; our coldneſs and remiſne(s) All thines conform. # 
themſelves to the nature of the Orioinal ; the world 
| bath produced us, and Feſe Chrift hath regenerat- 
ed us by his death 8 moſt precious blood,never then * 

ſhould we reſt, uncil we Carry upon us {ome mark -_ 
| and roken of a Dature walline, and of a God ſutfe- 
Tings ; never would we cheriſh ſo effeminate a ſoul 
within us, did we ſee the whole world ſurrounded 
with miſeries,and continually floating 1 In a areadfyl 
Sel. of calamities - - 
_ ._Imparient ſouls! can we expect a greater motive | 
_ roſuffering,, then to have our Saviour for an exe 
ample, the world ter our companion, and God 
for our Preſerver ? ſhall all Creatures (as ſaith the - | 
blefſed Apolile, Row. 8.22. ) fizh and groan; | 
- ExpeRing that day wherein all chinss ſhall be olo- 
Tified, and ſhall we fic with arms acroſs ? what, is 
ic that cap. have ſuch power over us? It erieves us ; 

When our affairs thrivenet ? nay . » We afflict our 

ſelves''for a word ſpoken of us. Wretched as 
we ate ! to nie our feliciry to the condition of 

ronoues! whereas there would be no {lander almoſt,if 
-1t were not made {lander by thinkng thereon ; we 
rorment our ſelves to the loſs of health or ſome. 

' ether good, We fear what 1s to come, and will not 
| leave the future to divine Providence ; ; We colm- 

plain: of ſickneſs, poverty , and other inconvent= 
*encies of life, - Owhy dowe not ( as legitimate |} 
__ Children) learn better to bear the burthens and , 

- Miſeries of humane condicion!why do we not enter” 

' Inco the poſſeſsion of our ſoul , arid raiſe our ſelves 

alird> above our {elves by the grace which 1 is given .. 


us 
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even us from above , anc {o many good afliltanceg, j 
which WE Can never Want to confirm, and I fortifie us, i 


er —————— ———_— 
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Je greateſt puniſhment that can befall a (ad 

A and dolorous ſoul , conliftetn, 1n being ſuſpend- 

ed from the fight , and preſence of God ; "Rk 

ſ-ems as far abſenced from its ſource » As the olobe 

' of the earth , were 1t out of us place, And as It 

naturally defireth to rejoyn itſelf unto God, and 
the leal(t retardation , Qr hinderance 1t feels, is moſt 

irkſom unto ir, ſo hoy doth 1t mourn, to be de- 

prived from ſo infinite a comfort waich 1t alone 

depends on, and to ſce its ſell bereaved , even by 

NS'own fault. 

And O the malice, and ſ{ubrilty of Sean who 
(well knowing how to frame a garment for every 
body ! and dayly atrends the ruine of our ſouls) uſu- 

ally Sire this greatelt advantage , for his market! 
As hiherc-men uſe to fiſh in troubled Waters, ſo 

the D2vill fiſheth in the 2ſelancholy of a perplexed 

ſo:l; no ſnare being of more force , or miſera- 
ble then ſadneſs : becauſe ic is that which bloweth 
Out th2 canale, and Maes {pore for the enemy of 
Our Felicity. 

It 15 Gods courſe alſo , ſoinetimes to {ct ſome, 
as a maſt ofa ſhip , broken on the edoe of a Rock, 
to ſhew ochiers their ſhip-wrack. He makes ſome 

?. rofcel flaſhes of lizhtning , and barcles in the dot- 
/ tom of their conſcience , be often uſeth to Cxet- 
| Clic out Patience, andto pur us into a furnace of 
Tribulation, to puritie us , and take aa) (DE 
fo): 


—_ = cot 


OI 


d ar o!s which by *y proper ; V eaily contra. 
y ed. 


"When God is pleaſed co write bitter ching 29 a= 
"0 | cainſt us , all the Otjz&s of vehat is paſt, return to 
Y thicken the black vapours of our ſoul, to framea 
” cloud thereof, and reſolve it into aſtorm. O how. 
| dowe 20 mournins (like rhe afMiiced Turtle) in the 
"4 Melancholy retirement of our ſoul! The niyhtsare - 
} 1rk{ome tous, our {lzep is clo2ged with dreams, and: ' 
| fanracies , and horrible repreſentments ; and when 
day-break drawes the courtain of heaven , and the. 
Sun ariſeth to brings. comfort with his rayes to all 
| Creatures, it finds the eyes of the poor afftliifted 
|| ſoul all watered with Tears \, no way to be dryed up 
| but by the Son of rizhreouineſle, | 
Alas 1 what grief "and fiehs doth a wounded foul 
find in his retirements ? what fantacies'in the night? 
what prayers doth he. pour out in the Church? what 3 
'Almes to the poor ? and what prudence , and dif- 
| ſcretion in all his proceedings;How fearfull 1s ſhe of 
| offending her God ; how doth ſhe break the air 
with Jeep ſighs ? Whar Tempeſt doth ſhe feel rate - 
ſed in her hearr, containing fireand water » untill - 
the heart begin cobe divided wich the ardent fghs, 
_..and fountains of Tears, andthen [ like ſome fiery 
exhalation drawn up between two frigid clouds , ] 
thunders out this ſad complaint, my ; God! How: 
long? my God"! How long ? © no longer remem- 
@ ber the fins of my fooliſh youth , bur treat with me 
according to the grearneſle of thy mercies ; ſhall I 
ſay: ro morrow , to morrow ? and why nor to day ? 
And wherefore 1 1s it not time-to give end & tO a life. 
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| ſocxhorbitant ? T am troubleſom to my ſelf, neither | 
can Iany longer endure my ſelf,mult Iever be to hea. \ 
ven an obj2& of vengeance, & to earth an unprofita. | 
ble burcher? my God! how long2?my God!how lony2 | 
We ſee here, how moments become dayes, and 
dayes ſeem ages, to him who hath loſt the comfort- 
able refreſhment of a gracious God, What Ob; 
of Peril , doth he nor frame in his thoughts > a 
thouſand fantacies of affrighrment ſummon hig 
heart in his Solitude ; there 13 no living for him, if | 
he behold not his deareſt Savior in. his Arms, 
And what ſhould this teach us , 'bur that the com- 
forts of Gods Children, conſiſt not in the tavours & 
proſperities of this world where their innocency 1s 
often roughly handleo)bur tharGods juſtice hath 1n- 
fallibly diſpoſed them to another lite , where they 
hall live, covered with the purple and glory obghe! 
Saviour, whoſe ſufferings they have inutared, * 
But in the meantime how little ftrengch have ve 
co bear theſe calamities | ſo violent ,] except he at- 
ford it us? and who is able to cleave a cloud, to 
read| through ſo much darkneſs, ſo many ſhidows] 
the tecrecs of the Divine Providence ? who cat 
underſtand thy walkings in the deep, who art as tet- 
rible in thy mildneſs , as ſwcet in thy tezrours. 
Me chinks I hear this comfortable retutn, to 4 
ſad ſoul (complaining like David , inthe delay of 
his help ; Pfal. 13. How long wilt thou forget me 
O Lord! How long wilt thou hide thy face fromme?) 
Whar haſt thou to fear, O faithfull ſoul 2 be firm in 
thy good purpoſes ; Ir is I, who ſtren2then che Co- 
lums and foundations of carth, Icis I, who can {h1- 
, Vet 
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*. Difertion. F7 So wed} | 
Fverin Pieces the Bows, Arrows, Dvivers, Buckles. 
Land Swords, yea all the Temptations, and powers of 
| hell . oppoſed again{t thee, O What peace doth a __ 
| mournfull fitart. now find within him ! whar great 
I divine lights deſcend upon him. from the Eternal ' 
I Mountains? Happy then are thoſe ſouls , whoſe — 1 
Yare in the deep and whoſe-paths in the waters! who 
[ vith watery eyes can diſcover ſuch tracks amidtt the 
| dark obſcurity of the night of aflitions! who ſo hu. 
? up.their ears from earthly comforts, as to open their 
; hearr:to Celeſtial contemplations,daily more & more | 
| purifying cheir ſoul inthe Water of Tears , and 1 in 
| the boyling furnace of ſad deſertions ! 
| And being once attain'd to this height, is like No I 
#hinthe Ark, confident in perils, peaceable in Tem- 
peſts, imovable in all violences, and throughly arm- 
ed'and ſupported againſt the workt of Sarans fiery 
_ darts and temptations ; and like the burnning | 
Buſh, which ſtill derives glory from ats proper flames, 3 
ſhe | is like bittle (Exod. 2.) Moſes floating in a Crad{e of 
Reed, free without de , though abandoned to death, 
ſence God becomes the Pilot of this little Bavk , cans. | 
_ dufting it without ſails , withent Rudder , without Q= 
\ars , bearing it pon thwaves , nil it arriuveto 8 
| / af e -baven, | 
Fear not then, O.weather-beaten foul! FIR i 
haſtpnce attained thisrock,me thinks I hear thee(rhy 
_ hearr beino broken: into fi ohs & ciſolv'd into defires 
For the preſence of thy God) often cry out , Ahl. my_ 
Lord }where are the bowels of goodnefle and mercy, 
which all Pens reRifie, & all voices proclaim?is it then 


Ke hony. for others, and of wormwood only tor bal 


; THO .D! If ertions, = 
| ſhall others enjoy thy preſence, and ſhall the hor- 
fors of the Abyſs, and the furies ot Devils ſeem |! 
ro attend me ? Bur ſad ſoul ! remember, there ig || 
nothing but ſweetneſs, and beatirude in thy dolours; | 
wail che allurements of vanity are windy , empry, | 
oiddy , and envolved under a thouſand evils , and * 
No way leading to the acquiring @ vertue , the 
ſatisfying thy conſcience , or the attaining of hap- 
pineſs. | | | 
O What heauty is it to receive w ounde inthoſe | 
combates from whence flowerh more glory they | 
blood !! O what ereatneſle is it to reap Palmes in_ 
midſt of ſo many thorn ! whar felicity is it to behold | 
thoſe battles attended with the aſſiſtance of the Lord | 
of Hoſts! where death ir {It ſthe terrible of terri- 
bles ] thews a face all ſmiling io ſuch who cle in the 


victory of their mallicious Enemy , , andlye burisd in n 
the Tomb of true honour, 


As we ought not then to preſume of our own 
Areneth ſo not to deſpair of Gods mercy. If we ſtand 
| upright , We have (ti]] cauſe ro Ifear tnz declining of 
that. nature, whichever inviteth ns to evill ; but if 
we chance to fall, let us not doubt but -he can quick- 
ly raiſe us , who makes even the fall of his Children 
avail unto ſalvation , we have a ereat Advocate in 
Heaven , who openeth as many mouths for us', 38 
as we have inflited wounds on his body , may we 
ſtill then be conſtanr under our heavielt Tem- 
F rations,. ſayinz2 with that Martyr ; on Whom rhe 
| Fgreateſt of Torments could nor enfor ce aſilence; 
My Savionr Jeſus; 1 give thee thanks for the favour 
thor haſt done me to day , by lerging me uſer for thy 


ſate 


: "Deſertions. Wes 
ſake? It 1s god reaſon , the body whith hath fo much * 
Wee chee , ſhould ſuffer [ Jones for thee. If exe 
WM corronehs - increaſe my torments; OLord | augment 
WW the aftfkance of thy grace , and crown my combats 
I with a faithfull Perſeverance \ 
tf Neither letus make our ſufferings in this life ro be 
Y cherayes rhe marks of an anery- God, who ſo father- 
If 1y chaſtiſerh thoſe whom ne Joves , let not our 
| | thoughts \ be crucified by vain apprehenſions, our 
F fcruples nouriſhed, nor fins imagined , which are 
| not really ſo; for however ſome impoſe a thouſand 
| fancaſticall obſervations; , and inflict voluntary tor- 
| tures on themſelves , and [though leadine a life 
| wholly innocent ]; make themſelves hells 1n their 
own . conſciences , yer oughr they to conſider 
thar. God , who is infinitly merciful, comes not 
with elichr , or wlillinzneſle , to prie into all our _ 
| aRions; to! number all our ſteps, totake pleaſure to | 
| prepare puniſhments for us ; or to raiſe hig glory. 
| on our ruins ; this-.being the way. (- througha falſe 
preſumprion of his ſeverity ) to violate his clemen- 
cy , who. deſires noching more, then ro embrace. 3 
£0 cheriſh , and Eternally fave us ; 
\ Tne poor ſoul indeed , too ofti cryes out; aut 
God {| the juſt aveneer of ci1mes,  commirted a- 
EZ gainſt his divine Ma jeſty 1 hath poured fire into | 
my bones; to6 chaſliſe me. O behold me in the ners 
of Juſtice z behold me now deſolate, penſive, and 
diſconſolate-, both nighr and day ? every thing, L 
- confeſle affliterh me, but nothing 1s fo orievous 
-andirkſoine .as the burthen of my "fins, ;niquities 


ms ngratitudes, Itis a yoke which ſurchargerk and 
bt” | _ Veigherk 
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} weigheth down my neck like lead, even to thoſe 
corments from whence I cannot remove, Q ye. | 
my dear kindred and friends who behold me ! con. 
fider and ſee whither there be any dolonr compara- 
ble to mine, fince God ſeems thus to cur me off in 
the day of his viſitation. - 
. My God! my All, the God of my heart, my 
Portion and inheritance to all Etermt 7 F 1 orieve 
not ſo much at the pains I fuffet for-my Rebellion, 
but I grieve for having offended a God who oughr 
ro be loved and honoured above all things. Where 
then can I find puniſhment enough to be avenged 
on my {-!f? where can I find tears enouch to waſh 
away my offences?Father,make me hereafter bur one 
of thy hired ſervants,& fin.ſhallbe more hideous ta 
| methen hell! Thou artmy. God, and I am nothing 
| bur earth and duſt in compariſon of thee ! Thou 
| artmy Maker, and I am bur clay in chy hands. Oh 
” benotincenſed againſt fa weak, ſo wicked an Ob- 
je& 3 neither have che fins of iny life paft ſo freſh 
in thy remembrance ! | | 
. Behold here the piRure of a Pioxs ſaul in its vi- 
ciſſirudes of comfort and grief, and ſadly labouring 
under ſpiritual affition, O God ( ſaith, ſhe ) be- 
hold the wounds and (tains of my fins which I never 
can, Dor will hide fromcthee ! I only wonder that 
thus feeling the ſmart, I (hill retain the malice and 
ebſtinacy of them ; my weakneſs bowerth under 
their burthen ;_ yer. my iniquity remaineth immove- 
able ; my life groanech in languiſhments , yet 1s 
Not as it ſhould be. reformed ; while the Rod. is 1n 
thy hand , 1 promiſe al; bur ic chou withdraw "7 
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Deſertions, " 7 93 2 J 
i perform nothing ; if thou touch me 3 Icty ; if | 
thou pardon me, I hin. O my Lord God! x con. 
 teſs my miſery, 1 implore thy mercy;withour win ch 
there 15 no ſalvation, Ler me live "therefore to 

- thee , but die ro my ſelf. Ah! Whenwill the day 

come , which ſh1ll take away the evil of my = 

thar I may behold and enjoy thy preſence Ererally) 

The Princely Prophet once thought the ſtars 

| ſhould fall from heaven before his Faith ſhould be 

| ſhaken: yer ( conlidering ar other times how that 

 hewas born in error, liv'd in brutiſhnefs, wanted 
the enlightning of che Rates of God, the illumi- 

| nating of his wiſdome , the ouidance of his di- 

rection, and the (helter of. his protetion ) O how | 

| ſoon was he covered under the veil of ſhady _ 

' Pſalm Fx. how did his bones begin to break, : 

. evenalm-t to doubt of his Eternal ſalvation | As > 

 tfhe had faid, Lord; appeaſe thy ftorms and ſurges, 

| that'L may once more flencly ſpeak ro thee ! Thac 

1 may once praiſe thee in the great congregation 2. 

- what importeth it me otherwiſe , that at © firtt thou 

| gavelſt me hopes of being a Coheir of elory,if thou - 
now leave me as a black vigim, marked with a cha= 1 

| racer .of dearh ? | 

\. .Othe confli of a troubled efrionts ' © the 
fad labour under ſpiricual aMi&ion! Many and bit- 

"ter, no doubt; were the aflzults of Saran all this 

| while within the ſoul of poor David. Ah! who 

can bear the anguiſh of a troubled Spirit, which | 
hath loſt the fighr of her Saviour ! What Creatrire 
(though the ſmalleſt ) will not be able to affrighe 
wt winleft the lizhr ok lights , and the Sun of his 

0] __o-; 
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whar {ad thoughts did violently aflail bim ; he | 
knew not what to do ; We knew not what to an» | 


{wer! 


ſoul was wanting ; he ſeem'd to be buried within | 


himſcl: , and his ſoul to be nothing elſe but a Se-. i 
pulchre of Terrors, Fantaſms and Death. O what | 
Billows of diſquierments aroſe within bis heart! |! 


Suppoſe a deferted ſoul then [ labouring under | 
the burthen of ſome ſpiritual AﬀiiQion | i ſome * 
wild and foreign Countrey, where the waters were 
inteted, rhe air killed thoſe that breathed init, | 
the food produced death under the appearance of | 
Hife, the ivbabicants ſaw nothing bur wolves and : 
Foxes by their fides, Owls arid Ravens on thei | 
houſes , blazing Comers over their heads , Ser- | 


pents and Scorpions under th:ir feet , huge Caves, ! 
full of Monſters, Harpyes and Gorgons, che ſreets | 
full of headleſs Gholts, Gibbets, Wheels, and boil-. 


ing Cauldrons prepared for thoſe that dare' ap= 


proach them ; Furies like Apes ſeeming to ſcratch | 


| one another, Maids raviſhed , Widows and Or- 


phans opprelled , and no diſcourſe bur of bload 1, 
of Irealons, of tying halters, and mingling poi- 
ſons, Alas! what is all this co the trembling carth- 
quakes, lickening » ſudden flaſhes, fiery exhalati- 


ons of him, ,who inks in the valley of ſorrow through. 


the Eclin'c of Goos favour ? | 
O God rhen as thou revealeſt ro me more of my 
mucry,ceveal alſo more of thy mercy , left if my 
wounds ſcem wider then thy Tents, my foul be 
ready to run out of them | Theyare well kept rhat 
are kept by thee (O great Providence ) Thou then 


which 


E. _ Deſettione. - bs - 
which oivelt me the art of Patience while I 
am well , owe me the uſe of it now ,I thus langui. 
- ſhing under thy aflitting Rod ; arleaſtwiſe, if chow 
| wilt not lighten. my burthen, ſtrengthen my ſhoul- 
der. O Sovereign! Father, who ooverneſi the vaſt 7 
frame ” heaven, I ſubmir to thy correQion! I © 
| know thou ſeeſt my condition: The trouble I * 
endure is bur i flying cloud ; all ſhall prove ar laſt | 
| forgood from him who is goodneſs It ſelf, Lead | 
--me: then on the r12ht hand of proſperity, or on 
| the left hand of adverſity ; ; turn me to what fide 
thou pleaſelt Y Twill follow thee withour murmu= - 
| Ting or delay 3 I know I may ſkep ſecurely in the _ 
conformiry tothy Will, O my mw oY 
.»O the ſweet repoſe of a gr-cions ſoul, even oti : 
the brink of deſpair > when ſhe thinks her ſelf a, _ 
Fugitive from Providence,and a diſtuther of Juſticet : 
| and being (like Jonas) buried in the Whales belly , . 
| and covered under the Oceans Waves , makes a Cha-, 
pel of thar devouring Gulph , which was to have | 
been his pun: ſhinenc ! How affe&ionately doth a 
poor ſoul ( ſhut up, as it were, with Noein the 
_ ark, while the winds are unfettered, the Pillarg 
of the earth totrering, men and houſes torn to 
Pieces, and the. howlines of beaſts ecchoing with 
the cries of Mortal ) Ponr forth its complaint | 
unto God ? Behold faich-ſhe, all thy waves paſs 
. over my head, yer I deſpair not once more to be-. 
hold be inthe beaury of thy holineſs. The world 
ſwims round about me, Satan aſſails me,my Con- 
| ſcience condemns me, my friends accuſe me, my 
| encnlies cenure. me, yet doI no way doubr once, 
 - O 'L | _ more; 


396 Deſertions, 

more to reft with Thee in an incomparable Tran. 

| quillity |! i ; | 
F Thusarc g00d men on earth like F lower-de Lyces, 
| beoorten b, their own T7 ears; and 1n the ſame man- 
Y ner are they produced to bea- 
E Lilum lchrym3 ſul, titude by their proper affliQi- 
&  fericur, P:38.21, 5 + ons, Though Thunder rai(- 
= eth ſtorms, and Earth-quakes 
in their ſoul, their hope ar laſt ariſeth above 
tie Horizon , diiperting joy and comfort through 
the aflured confidence we have to obtain par- 
don for our ſins by undergoing rth2 yoke of re- 
pentance. Then beginnerh the love of God in 
the ſoul to diſcharge it ſelf of earthly intereſts, 
chat it. May at laſt che better brine forth that hea- 
venly grief,which 15 begor like Pzacls of the Dew of 


A Heavens. 


' Then 1c 15 that from the depth of ſorrow, Re- 
. proacnes, Slanvers, Servitude , and. che inſulting 
L Tyranny of wicked men, we ſhall with an exta- 
F fieof aJmiration behold divine Things , and (ha- 
 ving paſlzd the gate of death) drown the pain of 
Ou: bodies, andthe violence of our Temptations in 
the overflowing content of our minds. Our preſent 
wearneſs and faintneſs proceeds only from want 
_ ofconremolating ths infinite glory which the ſuffe- 
rings an icrofies of this life ſhall one day bring un« 
(oO vs, 3nd from nor conſidering the examples of 
thoſe bleflcd Mutyrs, Confeffors and Saints, who 
have fojlowei 7e/zs in the high way of the Croſs,” 
Alas ! who woull once open his mouth to com- 
plata of doing roo much , of ſuffering roo much , 
F R 


 "Defertion, + © "I 
or bein o thrown too low , of being too much de- 
Y foiled » £09 Much difg aieted , did he but meditate ? 
| on the life of his dion: E a life 'of {utterings , RE 
T from the Cradle co the Grave ] defiened over for 
| his ſake to ſuch painful labours, horrible confuf 10ns, 
| and inſupportable Torments! Oh my God ! as long | 
as I ſee thy wounds , 1 will never live without E 
; | wound ; ; as lOng as I read of thy temptations " 3 
1 will never fear my on; as long as Iſee thy A-" 2 
gonies, 1 will nee: be troubled. I 
at my own Deſettions. A 4 
_ Love, OGod! 1 io wonderful _ 
Mo Alchimy, asSf©0 change tne 4 
Tron of my Aﬀitions i into gold, my 19nomines to | 
« Crowns, and all my ſufferings into delights, AY 
Fear nothing hen (0 deje&es ſoul i) haſt tho A 
been the molt deſperate finer in the world, it thou +} 
take a reſolution to make hereafter as trons and 1 
effeQual convertion, thearms of God are ready 4 
to receive thee, He ther bath io lono accompa- 4 
nied thee With his Angels in the midft of all thy | 
remprations , and ever held thee under che veil of ? 
his countenance, and under the ſhadow of his pro- 
region , will at Jak provide for roy Geath, as he firſt } 
took care for thy birth ,” and if he muſt needs purge 
-rhee by his ks he will in the end crown a thee by 7 
| his mercy, = 


| Nob vivere fine vl 
mere, cum te video 
> VUReT abun, 


| : 9Y : The H appuneſ $ of man 


The Happiveſs of man conſiſts not in this life , 
_ - and the joy of a Chriſtian hardly to © 


be attained. 


An entcreth into the world by the gate of \ 
7 "A. fin, with a body as frail as a ſpirit barren; || 
| wWeaknels of members and ſtupidity of heart being | 
F, given him as a portion of his birch , and neceſſuy, 
& of his condition ; and he that thinks to be here hap- 
py | by means merely humane and politique } |} 
withour the dire&ion of heaven , doth but build | 
Phantaſmes of greatneſs upon quick-ſilver , which | 
-will only afford us ilſuſions in this life,to drench us } 
n Eternal confuſions hereafrer. oY 
And the reaſon 1s, becauſe all worldly creatures 
proceed from nothing, and all conſolations | de- 
cived from them | are mutable , fince bein? once 
diſ-engaced from their firſt bein? , they forthwith 
return to their Nothing ; neither are able to - 
furniſh you with any thing bur wind, whereby to 
feed you like wr. tched Chamelcozs. And this was it 
which St. Arſtinc hath ſo divinely ſpoken z Hy 
God, my life, ani my happineſs | I coufeſs my miſe- 
Et tu, Domine, vita mea be- F AN'O thee af. Fr ſo . 
ata , fac ut miſerian mean, temporal con(clatioss x 
&c.Aug.Sol.13. ſeparated me from thee, wha 
2 art an eternal and iummutas 
_ ble good | 
| Ages alter us, and | in changing us. ] change 
themſ:lves. [»farcy is turned into Adoleſcent) 
ERat Is taken off by Towih; Youth by 1 _ 
Te in-. 


j 
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DW anhood by declining years , and thoſe years by de 
Ecrepit Age; all being bur the ſpecies of dearh : $9 
What he that ſaith man, {aith all vanity. He is I 

} wretched Creature (faich AriStotle) whom fortune _ 

Y rofſeth as a Tenms-ball , whom miſery and envy _ 

© poire in a balance, whom time deitroyeth , death 

ſy cakes away , and of whom inconltancy makes a 4 

| continual change. _ 
Are we not: {till Eomplainin? of our condition ? 

| How ſuppliant and ſervile are we to our body; do - 

| we not fear ordinary diet? are not all airs dreadful ? 

Eip we nor diſtruſtfully take the very comforts which 

' Live us life ? Do we not make our boates a ſoil of _. 

| drugs? How often are we complaining to the Phy- * 

| ſit tan, telling our infirmities to all che world, {eek- _ 

. Ing Cures On : all hands in our imaginary diſeaſes. _ 

cranforeſs God's Luws , rather then fail in our Phy-. ? 

| ficians Aphoriſms Out alas! what death were nor 

more. ſix ect , then the preſerving of ſuch a health 2 

 Wealt bud forth like the leat of a: Tree, and die : 

- 25 the fruit; we live but the Aze of flowers, and | 

6ofren { chrouch envy ) drive one another as waves - 

tob: broken: -again(} Rocks, Birth indeed makes. 

| all men-equal,, we having nothing elſe from .our 
| mothers: womb, but 12norance) fn , debility -and-. 
| nakedneſs ; bur aſter we come out of the hands of _ 
| #the Mid- wiſe , ſome are put into gold, others:in-" 
_ terags ;- ſome enter into huge Ekares; Randine i 1-8 
' Money upto the throat , and pratiſe -norhing bir 
_ fo get by Rapine with one hand, and profuſely 
| fend with the other, whilſt others live baſely and 

miſerably neceſlicous. How many brave Spirics | | 

O 4 LE do. 


ww + 


re a iliof mes —' 
& do we ſee tolive ſervilely , by the condition of their Þ 
poverty , bearing the atfron:s, juffering the re. Y 
proaches , and lob; nictine to che humours of ſome I 
{ proud 2nd conceited Coxconb ( and all ſuch-ag }! 
E belong to him) who hath not the hundred part of I 
| his capacity ? bi 
þ How many mournful ſouls are tolled up and dann | 
with fohs in their hearts , and tears in their eyes. 
E How Nany Hirelings ceaſe not daily to turn up the 
E earth wich ſwear on their Brows ? What Com«. 
| bates, what Temptations ? How many Calumnies; 
lictz1ous wranglings , Perſecutioas, Vexations and - 
Toils do we undergo in thraldome of this body? 
Inſomuch as that Terts/liar ſaid, T he firſt man was 
cloathed with skins by th: hand of God to teach him, 
he entered into the world as a ſlay: vato a Aline. Tere. 

de Pallio. 

E Thus15thegreat Comedy of the world played ja 
| Junory faſhions, for molt ſecret reaſons known to 
| Givin! P:ovidence, we ſcem here 18 the entrance 
F| of a Laby-inth much diftracied ; we wll, and we 
'| will nor, n:ither know We on which ide to turn 
firſt: 1f poor, we are overivhelmed ; if rich, We 
re born down with the weight of ourown great- 
n-fs, which uſually becomes cue ſnare. How | pain- 
fl and bircer | is the ie we lead ? how fruitful 1n 
miſeries ? heat burns vs, cold congeals us , Mailacies 
an | fickn. f; rorment us, the Air infe&ts us, CUT 
"Mel realy to POLon us. Do not our hopes Hatter 
3, Our Cares Cevaur us, our eriefs Cppreſs, and ou: 
107e5 1n:k- usdiſoture > Doth not iznorance blind 
ug, (hz Reth LEMPr us , the world deceive us , {a 
| \ poiſon 


T conſt ſts ms not 1 py Tife... : .-...201W 
[poiſon us, the Devil beeuil us, inconſtancy cur- "1 
W moilus , Time remove us, and Death at laſt de- 7 
| ſpoilus! "ſl 
| Ag time alters our | bodies , J {> 'F thouſand other . 
I-chings make 'imp reffion on our minds ; Humours , | 
q Paſſions, Cuſtomes, Accidents, Vices, Vertues 20 
þ converſations {o often transform us into other men, 
| as that, one may ſay, we are the moſt natural } 
; Pourtratts and Images of [nconſtancy 3 every one 4q 
| that hath a toneue may be maſter of our Names; 
| and every One that hath a hand may be maſter of 
- ourlives, The fire, or the Whirl-wind may be ma- 
| ſer of our houſes ; the Sabeans and C ow of - 
| - our Cattle and ſervants ; yea, an inſulting Tyrant | ; 
| may commandall we have, Fob 1,15, 16. 

' Alas! then, how ſoon may the Theatre of our _ 
eloty be turned into the ſcaffold of our -pu- 
niſhment ?. how ſoon do we get ground enough to - | 
make us a grave 2 how ſoon may the hand of "God 1 
reach our lins, whick never eſcape the eyes. 'of him, 
who,though coming with leaden feet to chaſtiſe us, 
hath an iron hand 0 root usup ? And if he ſp ated _ 

not thoſe beautiful and reiplendent Augels pe 

| ſo beloved of him, until loſtthroush their pride } 
let us not think our Ohiuas bercer, or "more to him; 

then a whole world, then thoſe oreat Cities, on 

which he once rained fire and brimſtone, or thoſe 

Legions of Angels, which were formerly ſcorched E 

_ and precipitated | into Dungeons of Erernal flames, 
. Wiar fpiric then 1s ſo brutiſh and unnatural, as_ 
thar ( conſidering the danger of fin, and the great. 


depth of miſeries Wherein we roul in this life) doth - 
_ 
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no: judge , that God ( who in his nature is moſt. 

wile and bountiful ) barb not ſo given man as a 

prey to calamities, but withal reierved a life of 
| fpirits for tinſelf , whereby to pleaſe and adore 
| him! He wipes the eyes of thoſe that are his,ſo ma- 

A. ny times drenched in Tears, and makes them lee | 
EF through cheir greatelt ſutferinzs a good not ima- 
> 'cinable, which expetts their ſouls in another life, 

| Therelc is where we fhall live for ever in che Pa- 
lace of Peace and Conrentment ; there it ts wh2re. 
our happineſs (R211 be perperual , and our fulneſs 

' never occaſion loathin2 to him thac poſſeſlerh ir, 
And ( as our Szwwar iaith ) Whoſo:u:r drinheth of 
this water ſhall never thirſt, John 4. 1.4. 

The wifdome of God is not pleaſed ro put 
the feltcities of 'thoſe that are bis 1n commands 
and honours ( which reſemble Idols tha: are our- 
warcly of gold, and inwardly morter) He will not 
we ſhould h-re ground our ſelves upon Riches , 
wah are the harbours of Ruſt , the ſcum of 

| Elements, hz ſears of Lult, tbe Enkindlers of 
wW Ava:ice, orthe food and garments or Moaths. He 
{ would not have us to pride our ſelves in ſtately 
houſes y ſeeing We have a buildins in heaven not 
»:atc with hands; and that when our ſoul 1s gone 
 eut of our body [as from a wretched veſſel] it ſhall 
enter 1nto thoſe vaſt Temples of intelligences and 

Itzhts, He will not that w-placefour haypinels on 

_ plzaſures,. whoſe condition 1s either to-(tarve us 
with barrenneſs, or ftranzte us with ſupcrfluiues. 

AnJ as for fruits, bzalts, and other produQtons of 

B4ture, hs well law they could not make us bappy , 

3 eng 
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| ge " not 1h ;this ire, 203 | 
being fo frail, and of ſervile narure , made only for I 
The ſervice, and not the glory of 1 men. 5 
The beſt part of our. ſelves is the ſpirit , and is = 
Brito is the Crown of true glory, andthe Poſie of all ' 
{comforts , will repleniſh us with himſelf, who.is #; 
[the chief of ſpirits ; ſo long a5 We are In the world TS 
{ Claich the Apoſile) we are as P ilgrims and flrangers N 


[11a foreien Nation ſeparated from the. ſ\weerneſs 2: 


| of our deareſt Country : our poor ſpirit [ naturally ] 
l rendeth to God,as its firſt cauſe;neither can rake any 
| contentment but in-him though ro00 often(1 confeſs) , 


| hindred by the weight of the body y, and the bair of A 


| concupilſence, He will what God wills, and loves * 


/ what God loyes, and if in this way-faring life his 
| love ſticks upon frivolous Objects, (which like foot- 
| iſh fires lead him into precipices , and dangerous 


| paths ) he ſpeedily complains hoiv much he 1 s ; 
| | miſeuided, 2 
O what pleaſure then ſhall we one day take in 
[- this one pleaſure, and what joy, to derive all our 
| joys from this one Fountain | why ſay we not then 
With Sr. Auſtin, O fonntain of life , whes ſhall T _ 
come t0 thy delights , and eternal ſweetneſ's 7 gh i, 
here on bs after thy beauties (_ holy Aieruſalem |] 1 
A dry land, O acar City, with weeping eyes we behold © 
thee af ar of , Fretch out thy Arms unto us O mild 
Saviour | poor exiles we are, we confeſſe-, but yet re _ 
deemed by thy bloud, caſt an eye onss Fram the heaven 
un theſe e florms of ti / A Jead us to that Place, where thou 
for ever reigneſt, where youth waxtth uot- old ,. where _ 
life hath ao Iimits , . where beauty decayes not , where 
bealth doth ; not hs ol , nor love abate,” 


Thus | 


204 T he Happineſs of man ; 
"Thus we ſee how that after a long winter, which | 
covered us in darkneſs, and buricd us in ſnoy , we | 
ſhall behold rhe golden days of Summer, and a | 
new world ariſe under the favour of the Sun of | 
> Righteouſneſs, and ſure (as che Apoſtle ſaith) :f our 
* hopes were in this life only , we were of all men, the moſt 
"I miſerable, God (121th Sto As Stn ) engageth not his 
E piomiſ= to make us happy according ro the world, 
jo ſoon as we b:come honeſt men. If you ſay unto | 
E tun, Q Goa | where 15 Ly Juice to ſuffer tae WIC 
_ ked ſo to tlou:tih , and good men. 
D'cts Dro, Heceſt to be afflicted 1 He will anſwer , 


a[tilta turut mal - - : d - 
mos We rs Where 15 thy faith 2? where 1s the 4 
ant , Qc, 


F-- Ayg. Enar. in Promiſe I have made you ? have | 

E- Plaim2;, you mad2 your ſelf a Chriſtian, 
© to be happy in the world ? Sr, 
Pas! came to the haven by ſhip-wrack ; Moſes 


who lay floating in a cradle of bul-ruſhes | as a worm 
hidden 1a {tray ] and whoſe affited mother mea- 
tured his 796 with her cyes1n every Billow of fo ; 
mercileſs an Elcment, turns the Diadem of Pha- v 
r49% into dult, and buries his enflamed body 1n the 
Red-Sea, 

And ſure a devout ſou! reſembles thoſe nvers, 
whica run under the Earth, he fteals from the eyes of 
the world, to ſeek for the eyes of God. He (tudics 
ſolicudes and retirements , he is wholly thut up 
within himſelf; whence it often happens, that thoſe, 

_ of whom we ſpeak lea(t on earth, are the belt known 


in heaven; and whileſt the world thinks they lie 


' 
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? 


we] 
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upon Thorns, their beds are made of Roſes and Vi- 
0'ets. Wiho would have thought, but Jonas had been 


lolt 


- _— 


inſt TR not 3 1 this oolt 265 | 
Git when he would turn Po/:rician ( contrary to the 
Wouncell of his Maſter) yet behold when the Tem- 
lleſts purſued him ,. the Sea raged on him, the bel- 
b of a Whale [| which we thouchr his ſeputchre] be- 3 
Jaime his Palace, and wherein had he not been buri- 3 
"7 he had queſttonleſle died, - 3 
| Nay further , thar tribulation is a proof of bea- * 
Wc. the nurfing-mother of all vertues, and that 
& Fworldly bleſſings cannot be great without experi- 
ence of evils, we findin Jof [eph', who was moun- 
ſc onPharo's Chariot through Priſons and Ferters, 
Y and in David who through many perſecutions, was 
I12dvanced to' Savls Throne * without the tryal of _ 
_ evils neither of them had ſufficiently known | 
f the ſweernefſe of good ; their proſpetities being 
much more ſweet , becauſe foregone. by ſharp af- 
| flitions. The like whereof we find in nature , 
| where the Sun 1s more reſplendent after an Ecclipſe, 
| the Sea more calm after a Tempeſt,and che Air much 
[ brighter aftera ſhower, 
| Our inconfiant ſpirits may ( indeed ) promiſe us 
| pleaſures without anxiety or trouble , but alas! how 
are they-fotled in the fruition thereof now?doth pro- 
ſperity deceive us, under the ſhew of Felicity > when 
God asked Satan whence he cameghe anſwered,from 
compaſſing the earth. Nether did God further detnancd 
whether he had ſeen the Monarches and Empires of 
the world, the Palaces of Kinvs and Princes, whoſe 
_ Turrets penetrated the clouds; whether he had ſeen _ 
armiesallencompaſiced with ſwords ; or beheld rhe 
"Theaters, Beauties, and Triumphs of arms 3 3 OF coN- 


* fidered all the worth, Winch nature relerveth in its 
Me | 


© 206 T he Haſpineſsof man ? 
F ; Magazins, but haſt thox looked. 07 My ſervant Tob; 1 
Job. 8. a4 man once aboundins 1n all ſorts of bleſ- 


1109s, but now'become poor , "naked and disfigered 1 
in his whole body. l 


®  Howprofane, and falſe then is the worldlings 
= cCMaxim; that we _ be cvill to be happy , ſince the | 
F 71ſt are moſt affi;fted 3 whereas the excellent provi- 
dence of God appeareth even inthe tribulation ; * 
and affligtions of his people, And if always he pu- | 
niſh not the crimes of the wicked in this life, he + 
dothit to aſſure us there is a great Tribunal of Jus 
Rice in the world to come, Need we have, I con- | 
feſſe , in the mean time , to ſubſilt in adverſity, 
without chanze of reaſon, or conſtancy ; did we 
not well know , that God will one day erect us as : 
[Trophies , and advance us as is Standaras m the : 
fieht of all our enemies , neither (I dare freely pro- | 
pounce 1t) ſhall any approach nearer to im, then 


aman laden with affligions , and become invincible 
through patience. 


Abare nor th:n thy courage , but rather kiſs and 
adore the rods of thar Juſtice , which hach ſo cent- 
_lychaflifed thee, Neither {confidering the nullity 
of all earthly bleſſings, andthe oreatneſle of eternal 
riches ) let A orieve to ſuffer in this world, ſeeing 

God will make ladders; and footſtools of our Tri- 
bulations , to lead us to he 2aven : neither is it fuch 
preferment as the wotld agcompts it, to be {ct by 
God 1n ſlippery places, neither have we reaſon-to 
Pſal. 37, fret our ſelves, or envy the proſperity 
J. &c, Of Wicked men. Diwvid | g00d man | 
when he ſaw the wicked to proſper yr 


wh "Y not.1n _"—_ y 267 I 
e himſelf was day ly-plagued ,-and chaſtencd e- 
ery morning Wt he had cleanſed - his heart . .3 
n vain , until he underſtood the endof thoſe 
nen ; yea his foot had well nigh flizt, untill he 3 
rent into the Sanctuary of God, who often permirs 
th Devil, ro ſport himſelf (like a L:wiathan ) in; 3 
tl £bis valley of tears, the Kingdom of Sa- 1 
8 | Ha. 7. tanin this world beiny permirred ro flo» 3 
i... x3, riſh more then the Kingdom,or Church 
ig of Chriſt, Anditisno wonder that his 1 
| Children are not (like himſelf ) tormented before 
| cheir time , being (as St. Jude ſaith ) -reſerved un-- 
| ro judgement , All their life [rhouzh ſeemingly full | * 
| of proſperity] deing but a ſad breathing-while bz- 
[| -Lwixe the womb and the grave. 


Let us not then murmur in our hearts , orb. 


k 121K 


| Lake: if we here fit mournine like doves and chat- 
'reting like Cranes, whilſt the wicked floriſh in'Hoe 
-nour', Riches and Reputation f Say nor , the pro=- . 
| ſperity ofa wicked man is heavens fin , that God _ 
TL: walketh upon the vaults of his Pa- © 
 Neorum crimen lace , and abandonerh the care of 


 _Sylla tam felix. 
: Senec. ad maicia, 


worldly things, cxpe& a litile, & 
Juſtice will come, though oftentimes I 


with a-leaden pace. Expe& the day 
ich- will draw efide tae Curtain of thy miſery, 


and make thee toenjoy all rhe beauties of a better- 
world, and till then conclude (with. David ) Ofal. 


91.:5. O Lord ) how £#e: arethy works , and hy 
T houghts are very acep., 


- '-Letus patiently ſuffer all which i is done within 
the Circle of Gods providence; ſceing (as Job "heb 
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Job 5. Nothing. 15 done 07 the earth without canſys | 


God hath diſpoſed all witn weng ht and meaſure, 


lips therefore ought co be open in honour of hints * 
- and all tongues dry=d up 1n the abundance of his 
- Praiſes; every thiny naturally tendech to the imi- - 


 rationof its original, and a foul (truly Chriftian-)' 


© hathall irs firenvth and vigour in God, and of 


” - God, Hz isthe end of all his works, and if God 


chance to fail ic , the whole fabiick of his ſalvation : 


falls ro the cround, 


A great courage, 1 confefle is required ro ſtreng- ; 


then us again{t the autho:iry of iniquities, & violen- 


cret allurements, and miſchicfs of powerful women; _ 
to whom nature hath afforded ſuch dangerous attra- | 
Y Qives, as char | many r:imes] it 1s much eafier to de- 
/ fend ones-ſelf trom the horns of violent beaſts, the ; 
Tusks of Boars, and the Throat of Lyons, then from } 


. the cunnin? practiſes of ſuch creatures. 


A 2reat courage ſure cught we further to have, 
| torolerate the ungrarefull , who caſt ſtones to thoſe: ? 
| whogave them honey; like thoſe Arlantes , who + 
| ſhort Arrows againit the Sun, that gives them light 


A erear vertue ltis to endure, and paſs by the re- 
proaches of {landerous tongues, and with a peace- 
able ſpirir to fer light by the concemprs, ſcandalls, 
and revilings of eviil natures : as a honey-comb 's 


| ſaidtockanſe ..and purity fountains of troubled wa- | 
| ter, Yea toil youina word, it isan ablc contaghs: 


* 
5 


ces of the mighty of the world,who will confoundE-. 
tements, and mix the arrs with the dutt of the earth 1 
to attain the end of thetr exhorbirant defires , add 3 


E pretenſions ; a great courage I {ay ] to avoid the ſe- ; 


s ©. bonſiſts not inthus I fe; EE XY 
© jrhen a man can ſuffer the loſs of preferment ; dit= 
bf | grace » Baniſhment, Poverty, Impriſonment, and 
18 miſeries of this life , as Pillar of Clouds , and 
| flames ro conduct us to the livins God 
Ah Antient ſaid ,_ that he, who could well faſfer an 
iſ | cnjury » WAS worthy of an Empire ; his only. Fickos 
i will diſarm a paihonate man and throw him po= 
[ ſtrate athis feer, who ſcemed to roar over his head,- 3 
| Andhow manyarethere who have blunted the |} 
| weapons. of their enemies ,' and through, patience | 
| dulled the engines of their Perſecutors , who have #} 
| filled Grave with their limbs ; yet remained alive 5 
 to.ſuffer in their bodies more wounds, then parts * | 
| He, that looks upon the progreſs of (briſtiamry, 
| ang. the ſucceſſion of ſo many ages , ſhall every< 
whete find nothins bur the blood of Martyrs, with 
> Prayers , Tears ; Faſtings, Sack- ' 
| Heb. its cloths, AfﬀiRions, and Perſecurions of? 
* -- ol Saints , who have taken Heaven as -- 
I it were by force, and violence. | 
"And is it not 'aſhame for us to have the fink 
' Name , the {ame Baptiſm, the ſame Profeſſhon g., - 
andro defire ill to tread on Roſes ? To be embar- ; [= 
qued in this great ſhip of Chriſtianity, with ſo many \} 
brave ſpirits , and not ſometimes to glance on tha 2 
Rocks , but like Jo-ab/[or the out- -calts from Gods 
preſence] ro fleep ſecurily under che Hatches? ſhall. 
they ſolace, and refreſh chemſclves in the delicious - 
torrent | of unſpeakable content , which begin- - 4 
' neth in this life ; and is often felc even in Chains; 
Priſons; and Petſecutions ! and ſhall we find any . 
prFacer, pleaſure 1 in the vorla, chen} in the contempt. .* 
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EF” 210 T he fooliſh Thrift of the Worldlins; | 
| of pleaſure. Ab, ſhall we paſs away ſo many golden | 
| barveſts , which cime bath preſenecd us , and fing | 
nothing at lat in- our fore: , but ſorrow for having 
done ill, and weakneſſe in doing good'! Alaſs! what | 
then remains ? buc that when Death comes, | whoſe + 
ſentence is written as clear as the Sun-beams, and 
whoſe trumpet ſoundeth contitaliy ] we muſtbid | 

a long fatewell to all the things of this life , and | 
{cl}; :ay with chat miſerable King, who cave away 

b:- Sc=prer- for a glais of water, ' Alaſs ! that T 
waiſt for [o {ſhort apleaſmre, looſe ſo great a Kinsdom | 
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The fooliſh Thrife of the © 
Woildling. TS 


TT Hoſe who reſt themſelves 1n the flattering. 

\ & appearances of this world, do for the molt. 

Pt finds 20oifon, anddeath hiddem: under a ſeem- | 

2 ſwe-rnefle , fince the beſt and moſt eminent: 
| ciznirres thereof, are like the roof of the Temple 
| Of Hiernufa/em , which had flowers among oilded 
 Prickſes, or like certain Plants, which bear the f1- 
oure of bars, all invironed with thorns ; we live 
here amonglt the groans of creatures , every One 
_ complain-ng he's not in his right ſituation; yea, our 
fout knows chere 1s another place ; which expeQ- 
_erfiic,, another place, which invirech it ; only 1f 1s 
our miſery, that ſo many illuſions deceive it upon 

one tide, and fo many obltacles oppoſe it on the | 
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The fooliſh 7 brife of t the + Worldling?. Iv -1 


" Like the infamous Septimuleins , who fnkind up. 
eaſures, to buy deſtruion.;; who being purſued 
F the Enemy. » he (togerher with himſelf ) threw. * 
" | all his \mony into the Sea. And how do we paſs our } 
& life like the Spider, ſtill ſpinning , ever ſeeking af= A 
ky tcr. worldly wealth , and perperually exhauſting our. - Þ 
7 proper. ſubſtance :'to enrich others, and defroy Y 
© OuT ſelves we live on oalis, "and cares ; we travel \ 
3 Over lands and ſeas to > build | z ſilver bride: &5 ro ſet o» | 
4 thers on the height of Fortune. 7 
© , Surely, if there be aty pleaſnres in this life, they 
"Y as bur ſlightly overflow the hearr 'with a little ſy=- 'Þ 
 Perficial delivht. Sadneſs dives into the bottom of {| 
' the ſoul, when pleaſure tickles us in the outfide of - } 
F the ckin ; : and all thoſe ſweet waters at laſt run ha-. 
Wo ftily 1 into'a Sea "of bitterneſs. The worldlings joys _ 
& are begot inthe ſence, and (like abortives) die "1h. 
] the birch , their defires are full of diſquiet, thelr ful-, 
” neſs is ſeaioned. with ſhame ; and repentance, they, 
| paſs away , like a Bird we ſeem to lay holdon; fo 
| ſoonas they have wearied the body. Sr. Bernard” 
faith, they are like. a bunch of Grapes whoſe juyce. : | 
| Is preſſed out ;' at-beſt they muſt end with us, and It 
| I5agreatchance/evenin this life] they ſadly prove. - 
| not "Executioner to him, that entertains them, or. 
| Teaye him deftitate , and aſhamed like a Poor Pit = 
3 grim deſpoiled by a Thief. CE 4 
' - St. Ambroſe, TH the inordinate defire of Ri. _ 
E hes to be a petty ApoRaſy of Faith, and root of lll 
- diſorders , did very often beat on chis Anvil, labo- ; 
ring by all ſort of good t:ndeavours to withdraw 


| hearts from! the love of Earth , R Thar he mighe raiſe 
| Þz — _ chem 


212 The fooltſhThrift'sf the worldling, ©; 
= them to Heaven, ' Ts enjoy much (ſaith he) to | 
Epiſt. ad Con- have 4a great Burden, we are all Pik- 
ſtantium, grims in this life, To what purpoſg 
then do we ſo torment our ſelves with the defire of | 
hoarding ? Be wiſe then, ana you ſhall have enough, 
2 vertuous man thinks nothing is without him , bur, | 
fin , whereſocver he jets his foot he finds a King- | 
© gom. Allthe world belongeth to him, becauſe he | 
uſechall the world as his own. _—_ 
q Yer how many T axtal/neſs do we mect with, who 
f:mith in the midſt of their plenty ; the fruit of : 
whoſe avarice, is to be poſeſſingly in want, and | 
J-6. 20. 22. (as Zoph r ſpeaks in another f:nce )) 1n 1 
| the midſt of their proficiency to be in want ? How | 
many of ( Ecclej, 6.2, ) Solowons Nivgards do WE | 
" find, towiomGod pveth riches, but not the power to} 
| . eat thereof ? Who continually diſtruſt his divine” 
| Providence,weak and faithleſs, a5 ye are,towards the 4 
Infinite bounty of God ! do ye not yet behold their } 
_ Ciſtruſt, their impatience, their humane reſpects are | 
"the foul fourrains, from whence ſpring all thoſe e- ' 
vils, which ſurround.you ? Little Birds, that flie in, 
the air and clouds, filly Burrer-flies which flutter | 
through the meadows; yea flowers themſelves ( to. 
which our Saviour bids us caſt an eye ) being paint- - 
ed with a rich ennamel, repoſe all ſyeer ſatisfaRion 
under the royal mantle of his great Providence? 
Nay,there 1s not any creature ſo lictle in. the world, 
waich lifreth not up his eyes to the hand of God, | 
Whvch aiftlls dew ; and Marra, and never fru- 
Rrates Its hopes ; only Man, is that creature, which, | 
though en.lowed with a reaſonable foul , and baying? 
| | .ca 
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The foliſh Thrift f FY o Wrtiies: It 3 | 
ll che. Image of God ſtamped on him, drencheth 
W his life in gall and tears through the woful miſtruſt 
Hof furure ſubſiltence : - Who doch well deſerve to. 
iy de e Poor, ſince God 1s nor rich enough for him, 
WW Let God then be praiſed who thus husbandeth 
hw and bad for us with a moſt wiſe O: conomys 
W ho gives us neither Poverty, leſt we ſhould d&- . -* 
Fa firuſt his Providence ; nor Riches, leſt we ſhould * 3 
abuſe his, Mercy. The worldling indeed grounds - 
WW his content on theſe words, 7 hat 1070) anſ wereth |} 
q, «ll 2hings, 'Eccleſ. 10. 19. , and therefore he pre= _ } 
I ſerves it, as Pagans and Sorcerers heretofore kept + | 
by theirs Familiar Spirits in ſome- ſecrer place, ſome Þ 
I broken head, or the body of a Serpent ; with which | OY 
© Idol he conſults, 2s he ſees cauſe ; the Devil eivins | 
by him anſwer with 2 counterfeit voice thorouzh bis 5Y 
| Worm-caten wood and ruſty Meral. * NY 
We find our Saviour to ll Riches T horns 12S L 
@ bearing a fair flower, bur the fruir very bad ; yea "A 
= ſerves for a retreat and ſhelter Lo Vips rs and Ser-;+ 
1 Pens. Yer Q inſatiable eA varice,i#he Cerberm, :* | 
PZ the Gulph of mankind ! whither doſt thou tranſs- - =: 
; Port our Manners and underſtanding | ? Ah, the for. _; 
| getfulneſs of onr condition ! Had God put cold as > * 
* weilas blo$d into our veins, had we been born full . -: 
8 ſtuffed with precious Rones,and laden with Honours)  ; 
{ and dignities from our mothers womb, we had ſome - 3 
| cauſe to complain,the INHETILaNces of our birth werg oo 
| taken from us. ——- 
Burt alas! what are we ? whence came we? was 
it not afew years fince we were born Inf-ngs all | 
naked, 0pung on the earth , and having a gouth — 
ESO | P 3 open 7 


$ Ts T he Fools h Thrift of the Worldling.. = 
open tocries and hunger , and do we now think, 
we have nothing, except we poſleſle all things? | 
Surely we are ſome of the moſt miſerable, if we | F 
know not how to take contentment in what we y 
-have , and not grieve for what we have loſt , ot | 

\ cannot attain. "Let us not then with ſo much bir- ? 
cernefſe and affliction bewail the petty wants of our $ 
condition : Can(t thou make thy ERtate more hap- 

py by complaining ? Riches and Proſperity never | 
come altogether;or ſuppoſe they did arirve in heaps, ,| 
How ſoon would they find a ſlippery place? , | 
And My, Widome rells us, that ſuch is the va- j 

nity of a [1 earthly 000ds, as that there is nothins 

ſo great 1n this vale of tears, whoſe loſle ſhould 

any "wayes aiquizet us ; what are our bodies, but the } 
food of worins ? our gaudy attires, but nouriſhment |} 


for m2aths ? our houſes, but piled one upon another } 
with tones and morter 2 our pretious ſfoes, bur the | 
excrements of an enraged and anery Sea , which | 
bo:row the worth from our weak fancy ? and all: | 


our Honourgg but the golden MASKS and weather- | 
cocks of inconſtancy ? 
Gencrous tries ( faith Pliny) ate CcVver lodged 
at th2 ſign of Poverty, and Screxces are ever: 'Te- 
fined by Necefſity; yea, how did PovertPreceive the 
Saviour of the world in a wretched Stable? How did 
1£ conclude his innocent: life in ſogreat nakedneſſc, 
_ that he had no other veil to cover him , but the 
bioo9d which 2uthed from his wounds ? 


Lec us not chen go abour to queſtion the affiitions 
of 200d men, wh: .m God 15 not vleaſed to enter- 


tain) 12 the plcalures Oz an Tells like bur 1 In- the Ex- | | 
ercile, 


Ml 
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7 he fools | Thrift of the worldling. 27 21g * 
| exciſe of vertue:z neicher ro niurmure at the prof< Þ 
55x and glory of wicked: men, Fiinres that re. 1 
| Main In ſtanding waters, ſeldom live long ;'and 


q Ve Soul no more looſerh himiclf 1n wor” 2uſatt. 3 


, then then the 'Sun mn irs Eclipſe , . which only 3 
| Breet: LO make him the more reſplendid and olo= I 


' Ttous, 


. What a folly then i isit, to o bold Poverty and Re. | 


E tirement co be a Puniſhment, which the beſt Spirits 


of the world have efteemeda Paradiſe * And what 


an Errer 1s 10 co. defire LO treaſn! are up Riches l waich I 


(reſembling a dung-hill ) Rink when they are heap= 
| ed rogether 5 and are never where they ouzhr, but. þ 
- when they are diftributed > Why thendo we move. = 
- Heaven and Earth to flie from Poverry,and yer figd | 
tin our Riches? there being nothing more. beg- | | 
garly then the rich , who have athouland necefſi- / \ 
ties and dependences faltned 'ro them as with a 
chain. Youlook back, and ſeem to be croubled _ 

becauſe you ſee. nor great trains of Servitours to ate. 

tend you, which. do but burden you with their *! 
crimes, and make you become anſwerable for their } 
fouls ; you think you (elf unhappy, becauſe no Fa. 
vorite to their Prince, whereas in the Manavinz of 


— bis Afﬀairs never any thing dath picale, BOr Joth - 
_ any thine ſatisfie the defires of creat ones, Wooſe - 


favours are feathers, and whoſe diſgraces fall like 


| lead; where your fl:ep, yourlife, your faith 1s ſold . 


for a pleaſing Phantaſm , which laſte th no longer” = 
then _ dream of one night, I. 
\ Proſperity 1s windy , 5 ſlippery 2nd inconl! derare, 
what a | mockery then 151t to affe& greatneis,t0 Lord mw 
| — + | ik 4 
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 Itlikea Ratamong Mice , to feed an worldly glory, f 
which doth but only ſwell the Ear, In what a hap. | 
py ſolitude lived Sexech under the Emperor Nero, |! 
and Papiman under Antoninus, until they leaned to' | 
” #2 ruinous wall , and the Maſs of their greatneſs 
© ſpeedily buried them. O fond Worldl:ng 1 canſt thou 
#. then be ſo greatan encmy to thy reaſon, as being | 
© - once unlooſned from thy {lavery,to wither, languiſh 
>” and figh for ferters ? how much more happy would - 
- thoube1n aretired Chamber amongſt Books which 
* firſtentertained thy younger days > How much hap- 
pier wouldſt rhou be to converſe wholly with the 
dead, and to bury thy ſelf in th: Tomb of ſo many 
Volumes , Which Will at large teach thee, that the 
brighteſt Beaueies wants not their Clouds ; and that 
he which lives cantentedly, is in the Sphere of rrue 
happineſs and tranquillity 5 whilſt others ( building 
on the Quick-ſands of imaginary favours, and for- 
oettiny that true Piety ſowerh the ſeeds of ſolid 
Greatneſs , will find nothing laſting in them ,, but 
the ſorrow of ther: ARtons, and Infamy of cheir 
Names. oe 
Alas! thatthe wiſdom of the world ſhould pur- 
ſue, andlove nothing ſo much, as that whereof ic 
-was moſt ignorant ! that it ſhould ſeek hanour , not - 
knowing whar honour is; that it ſhould ever be 
hungry , and ll needy ; neither have any 
other aim , fthen co make it ſelf Miſtriſs over 
oiddy SpUIts , and become che Slave of all Paſſions !. 
Are there any but the blind who ſeek after it ? Are 
Fhere an; but che miſerable, ho find ir: the ſottiſh, 
Who ſeive and acote it; and the forlorn, "eg ne 
x _ 


|  Thefooliſh Thriftof the worldlins, 7 | 
} themſelves to its Principles > Ah ! but the” wiſdom Þ 
| of Heavenis ſo tranicendly ſublime , and above all- 7; 
| Humane inventions, as the lizhc of the Stars ſur- 4 


I wy cha petty ſparklings and flicting fires of the } 


., O worldlings | who then ſhall weep over you, © 
fince you know not how to bewail your ſelves ? your 
bodies are ſo nice, ſo impatient , {o tenderand and # 
lovers of themſelves, as that you cannot endure the. 4 

| f{unging of a Bee : and ſhould nor your ſouls be - 3 
| much more ? Are your bodies ſo dainty by Nature } 
| andeducation, as that the ſight of a Surgeon's Lan= | 
| cet, or inſtrument affright you ? and yer will you '|} 
daile entangle you poor ſouls in a thouſand vani- | | 

| nies , a thouland Court-ſhips , and a thouſand | 
| - worldly loves which defile your ſoul , and muſt be | 
| Ciſcharged ar a dear rate in another world? Ah ! who 
Would upon thoſe terms engage himſelf in ſuch ſen-" | 
ſualities. -——-  - 
The Chriſtians of the Trades [_ newly convert-. þ 
ed | when they felt ſome remprtation contrary to, L 
the Law of God, uſed to run to their Chimney- 

|  hearths, and thruſt their hand into the fire, ſaying, { 
. Sin ſoul, 1f thou canſt endure fire, if not, go no © ?! 
further; and ſhould nor we tonch { if not iv effe&, . '/ 

at leaſt by conſideration) the devouring flames of . © 
_ Gods Juſtice ? Shall the fight of remporal beauty - .? 
( which roo ofcen fils our ſoul with nothing bur fire - - 
and flames }) abate the more fervent love of E- 7 
ternal things? Origen mentions of Mary Magda - 
Hen, _ that Heaven and the Angels were a burthen ©: 
| FORT; andthat ſhe could live no longer, "+ 


21% The fooliſh Thrift of the Worldling, © 
(he b:zheld hin who made them; and ſhall we 
| here prefer an earthly Pilgrimage before a elorious 
k Paradiſe? ET IY 
* -- Go Worldling, go ranſackall the Treaſures and 


E - Meoazines of Nature 3 let Love fool thee, Ambi- 


ET. tion rack thee, Coverouſneſs ruſt thee, Luſt enflame 
” thee, Hope tickle thee, Pleaſure melcchee, Anger 
| burn thee, Envy gna thee, Jealouſie pricke thee, 

E Revenze cexaſperate thee, Cruelty harden thee, 
| Fear freez thee 3 and yet know, thou wilt one day 

wiſh, to have develted thy ſelf of all affe&ion to 

E worldly things,and that thou had(t lovednothing bur. 

for God,of God, & to God;that thou hadſt diſcharg» 


* ed thy (elf fromall worldly cares not neceſſary to 


| Salvation : that thou hadſt contemned all ſenſible 
© Conſglations, avoided vanity of Spirit,diſentangled 
fhy ſelf from remporal Intereſts, baniſhed all the 
| Worldly imaginations,mortifi'd thy ſenſua! pleaſures, 
| ſeparated thyſelf from fadingFriendſhips,renounced 
|- thy fancies and inclinations ro all Creature-content- 
[| ments, yea, offered up all thy faculties, /exſes, fun- 
&ions, words and works [ wholly annihilating and 
F, going out of thy ſelf, and through an entire mor-. 
| tification of Judgement and Will ] ta follow the 
| Inſpirations of God; nottepray that things may 

fall according to your defire, bur todefire them as. 
they prove ; and not to be grieved at worldly a6ct- 
dents, no more then for an ill Dream ; all things 
here below paſſing away like a ſhadow. 
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D ety and J uftice ae Wo the Poles that wor he = 
-great Policy of this world ; without them , the : J 


£ reatFab: ick of humane wiidom muſt needs difſolve, *; 


L. All other things are only ſupported on clay & mor-' 7} 


' rer. Time chanves them,Cares conſume them, Mala-: 3 


dies aſſail them,and ar laft Death cakes,and deſpoil- 1 
> eth them. He who now Is adored in his Throne , Y 
| may. ſhortly be trampled on in his Sepulchre, He | IF 
thats now in the midft of his pleaſures, isin a 4 
moment plunged i in a gulf of Torments 3 it being | 
holineſs only which ( like eAriadnes. clew) . muſt } 

F guideall our ations in the greatLabyrinth of Time, 1 
Without whichall would go to confuſion  -  } 
L © - Asfor the hopes of man in this world, they well. ? 
like bubbles of water cill they burſt. It is Fm God | 
_ that we muſt draw, for he is a fountain which per= | 
 petually diftillerh and quencheth the thirſt of all the _ 7 
= Nod, whilſt our ſoul, in the meantime , ſecth - } 
her Paſſions abour ber, hike an infinite company of . Þ 
dos barking at her happineſs, and offering on every 3 
fide to ſeize npon her with their teeth. = 
If our greateſt knowledge here in this world be 3 
imperſe&, and accompanied with vexation ; if out. # 
Honours be bur a blaſt, our Riches F frail and fa- 7 
ding]. and our worldly Wiſdome bur Folly, ſureche ' $ 


1s che-greateſt States-man who ſeemerhthe leaſt;out = 


- oreatneſs confiſteth not in our imagination, nor in. '* 
G: the heaping tozerher of ſubtilties and worldly] tra- ' 4 
| fxgemt s. How ; have we ſeen by the PareNE fi B 


= 
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* aces , that there 1s a certain ſtroke of Divine 
[ Providence in worldly affairs which dazleth the 
; wiſe, diſarmeth the ftronv, and blindeth che'moſt 
| Politick wich their own lichrs ? The moſt unhappy in 
+ States having ordinarily been thoſe who have 


$3 © made the oreateſt ſhew ro deceive under humane 


F Policy. | 
| Whatwasit elſe which ruined Teroboam, befoofd 

| efchitophel, which undid Saul, which overthrew 
[ E heComurwealth of the Arbeniaxs yea Which made 
| Hachiavel to be unhappy and diſaſterous , not- 
J pu Ettancing his many A4aximes and Preceprs. 1n all 
| his undertakings, Whilſt holy Moſes ( the ficſt 
| States man ) burning inwardly *« flames of zeal 
j and juſtice, pleading before God the cauſe of his 
; * 900þ 2nd his ſword in the blood of Idolaters , 
| Wiſh'd to be blooted our of the book of life to ſave 
| his people, and got a praiſe of more value then 
| Millions of Gold and Empires, 

| Alas, Great God ! who governeſt the Rate of 
| this Univerſe, and makeſt the Pillars of heaven to 
| ſhake under thy foot-ſteps ! what is man that will 
| practiſe Wiles ina matter of Policy contraty to 
| & eternal Maxims ? How wretehed have been 
their ends, who ( when humane things have paſt 
away, and lefr nothing bur dirt and Rorms behind 
|; ET, have at laſt loſt their ſouls, 'their comfort 
: - and ſalvation , to purſue a phancaſm and Dream ? 

* Is it for this We ſwear, Bf deceive, and make a 
kDivorce berween God and us? O that we ſhould 
| fuer our ſelves to be entanz2led in vaniries, which 

| are more brictle then glaſs, more lighe then ſmoak , 


2 Spiritualthingsthebeff thing wat 
and more ſwift then the winds! that we ſhould © 
| Fatcen our ſelves in earthly pleaſures ; thac we- 
| ſhould nouriſh this Carrion , this Dung-hil of our © 
| body , and neglect, forget and Geſpiſe our ſoul > - 
Y | Is it poſſible, that I ſhould ſo adore my priſon | 
| and fetrers,as to balance them with the croſs of my # 
Saviour 7-ſw ? Can any cive me tears ſufficient ro * 
 bemoan'my fins, baving thus forſaken my God ? ©. -* 
what- hori1d Phantaſms will ſeem to reproach me 2 
| with ingratitude | when. the affairs of my Conſci- * 
| ence ſhall de ſer in order,and ſay unto me, I am'the 1 
| pleaſurethou haſt obeyed, lam the ambition ts which 
| thou waſt a Slave, Iam the Covetouſmeſs which was {! 
the aim of alithy a&ions, behold che fitis thus begot- 7 
| temby thee;behold thy iniqu ties which thou didit ſq : © 
 muchlove, as toprefer them before thy Saviour « - 
with ſuch dreadful complaints ( able co. tent rocks | 
' . and marbles aſunder ) wilt thou lament the ſing ? 
| - Now preſented like ſo many Furies to thy ſpirit, 2 
---thoug!. heretofore thou imavined( rhem ſo liche, |? 
_ _ O then if we love any thing in the yyorld, letus : 
love it for life Eterral. The joys of heaven are * 
- without example, 8 2s they are here aboye our expe- + 
rience,ſo do they paſs beyond our imagination ; we 
ſeem here indeed to content our ſelves in the be- 
_ holding of earthly Palaces, rich furniture , exquiſite :: 
'Pitures, ſweet perfumes ; we ſeem here to pleaſe .-' 
_ our melancholy fancy in high Mountains , goodly  ; 
Foreſts, rich Marble, and natural Theatres. Our - 
eyes are never weaty In looking on thoſe windy Ly- : 
byrinchs, Mazes and Alleys, Gardens ennameled * 
_ with molt fravrant Flowers , and repleniſhed with 
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| 4 rot rn Our ears never ſurfeit 1n heyr 
' Ing thoſe Rivers, which creep along with ſilver purs * 
| bogs and (gently gliding) contend with the ſweet. | 
notes of warbling birds. Bur atas ! what is this to | 
& Heaven ? whar 1s this co Eternity ? all being but a 
A | little arom; theſe and other ſpectacles may aftoniſh, 
E  butnever fatiare our ſenſes. . 
| Briefly, all char a curious Wit can do to deſciibe 
2a life contented , is ſo far from what he would, but 
canner ſay, as hcaven from earth , we know chere | 
is not hing of all this 1n Paradiſe, but we are not 1z- 
norant there is more then all chis. And if humane de- 
lizhts be of ſuch force with us , O” how .great will 
IJ be the Triumphs , .and glory - of . thoſe un- | 
” heardof weltacles theſe inexhiauftible Rivers of ; 
| Joy , and happineſs , waich ſhall never ceaſe cur, 
ning ! | Q 
Temporal beauty , is bur a ranſirory charm , yan 
- Hufion of ſenſes, a flower, which hath but a momeng 
| Oflife,. anda Dyal, which we never look on \ but 
When the Sun ſhines. Humane glory is but a Dung- 
hill covered with Snow , a Gl:ſs painted with falſe 
Colours , adangerous Ho/?eſs ina frail houſe, and a 
Sugared fruit gilged wich voiton , ſhall we truſt then 
to ſo fading a 200d ? ſhall we hazard our ſouls in ſo 
unhappy a faare ? ſhall wetle Our contentments to'® 
fo ſlippery a kno: ? 

O unforcupace worldlinzs ! Ul where then are thy 
thoughts fixed > How canit thou embark thy ſelf a- 
mon? ſuch treacherous aflociates'? How cant thou 

walk amoneſt ſo many ſhelves, and preclpices, not 
F fo much as once opening thy eyes to ſee the ohich 
"Mp wc 


x 


Hay &piritual Things, the beſt T hings,” © 225 4 
| which 15 under thy feer ? Seeſt thou not that the Fae © 
| yours of the world , 1nexhauftible Riches , Friends, © 
| Reputations , Companions, and all, will at laſt for- © 

nent as Butrer-flies , which eſcape;the hand of 


E -: .Ar-what then aims thy. ſtrong ambition > and. ? 
| weak brain , ſince to neglett things above, embrace 7 
| things below. What means thy burning Avarice, 
{ thy profuſe Riot, thar ſpirit of fleſh and blood wh olly 
|, employed 1n the advancement of thy Intereſts?whar | 
| will one day become of thy inch of Land | the whole * 
| World being no more in compariſon of heaven ] thy , | 
wretched profit , thy fading pleaſures ? will nor atl © 
| vaniſh 1n fancy,and a body of ſmoak,will not all flide | 4 
| 2way as Water occafioned by aſtorm , and/nothing: , 
| telp , oravail thee, when thy mouth! ſhall be flop= * 
ped, and condemned to an eternaffilencet ©} 
"3 O! were ir not far better for thee, rimely ro de< 
 Ipiſe thoſe things, whereof chou ſhalt hereafter have 7 
no _nced ; ſeeing thy: happineſs confiſterh onty.in * 
| the knowledge of God, andin the (tate of the nexe {| 
| life; wilcthou be ſo bada Merchant as to ſell things 
Eternal for Temporal ? Ir isfor filly flies only ro 
_ gadin che | Sun-ſhine of this world. This delicate | ; 
| Enchantreſs, which thouſo much admireſt ( anden- - 
_ Joyeſt even after thy own luſts ) will at laſt prove . 
| duta very {ad bargain; ſhe is all deception,& ſorrows: *- 
| it being therefore our wiſeſt way ro leave the' } 
world before it Jeave us ; fince all the oay appea-  ? 
rances thereof are but like a ſwift ſucceſſion of rifins 
clouds, orthe meer chaſing of ſhadows , without 1 
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224 Spiritual Things, the beſt Things, | 
| <rrive then with a ſtrong reſolution to work owl. 
your ſalvation at what ratc, or colt ſo ever 2 account 
all temporal thinzs as wandering birds , which 
oive us4 little chirping muſick from the trees , and 
E then flic away. Baniſh all falſe impure and evil 
8 intentions through the whole courſe of thy life, go 
EF. cowards God , do for him , and lerall thy aim rend 
F- tothe honour and elory of tim 3 above all things 
* In the world, lec thy meditation be often on ghings 
Eternal , wherein the Kingly Prophet io often ex- 
Ciſed himſelf : I have conſidered (farch he) the days 
of old, and the years of ancient time; all which be- 
& ingdone, your are nolittle way on your journey, it 
| willdaily ?mprincin your thoughts an Eternal God, 
an Eternal Paradiſe, an everlafiing Hell, an everlaſt- 
| ihgLife. 
The ſoul of men is unſatisfyed with all the glory,: 
_ + pleaſures, delizhts and bearitudes of the world ,. 1t5 
Walks ſadly amid(t rhe dignities, riches, and ho- 
nours thereof. Nothing will content it but the Crea- 
tor thereof, whom ſhe repreſents as the beginning 
and end of all rhings ; and as having within him all 
the good of Angels,of Mcn, and univerſal Nature, tt - 
beholds the whole world [.in reſpe& of the infinit- 
' neſs , wiſdom , Providence , and perfeRion of 
God] as adrop in the midſt of the Ocean , an 
Atome 1n che Air, and a little Diamond in the midſt 
 'of Heaven. The ſoulis raviſhed wich the glory of 
 _ God, as poot creatures are revived with the heat 
| . and beauty of the Sun : briefly, it looks on its wretch-. 
ed nature[ loftina Labyrinth of miſeries, and fallen 
inco fin, ad che ſhadow of death } as being raifedto, 
innocence, bliſs,lichr, and Ecernal life, NY 
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JE Spiritual things be the beſt things , what ouch 

ve then ro-do,, but totranſport our "worldly love 

s from the viſible to the inviſible,from the temporal w 

| the eternal; and from errour to truth? to ſanRikie all 
| worldly. love by the love of: Jeſus Chriſt. To make 13 
all. worldly things to ſerve as the Archites do their 
i counterfeits of wood , which firſt ſerve as prepara- I 
{ tives for their building,, which being once rals'dto '} 
4 more ſolid work, they are thrown away. _— 
| JInthe /4zas of Plaro we find much of divine _ 
| A [vathopolss, and we reccive much from the deli- © ? 
| Cate Pens of antiquity of the Ely/iar Fields and the * 3 
" Forcunare //ards, where the heaven are ſmiling, th: 1 
air wholſom the waters 260d , the ſeaſon rempe- : 
| rate , the winds calm , the ground fertile, the 4 

| tubication delightful, che Hils and Valleys watercd , 
% > ich goodly fountains , ſhadowed with many trees, = 
* covered With vines, ennameled with flowers b er | 
Fa with meadows, brictled with ears of corn, ad=" Þ 
; -mirable_ buildings, Coloſliſſes , Edifices , Citi:zs, 4 
| "where innocent meats are fed on, and the names 2: 
+ "of diſeaſes not ſo much as: known; where neither 
| noiſe moſeſts, nor finks, Chanels , or ſtench offends; } 
\, Where all are pleaſed with the happineſs one of ano- _ 
"ther, no paſſion rears their hearts, no care prejudt- # 
- _ceth their lives, no avarice burns them to aſhes, no_- 
If Ambition carries them above the clouds, no war but: 3 
| againſt Vices, where the oreateſt Eloquence is Truth #3 
| _ No Mention of blaſphemies , , nor blood , as if the D 
* Angels'were come down to undercake che direction; * 3 

of this oreat Common-wealth, lince, on whar-fide ſo-- 

WW £ ever ou turn , it ſeems the Providenc ce of Goa ; 
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hath caken much pleaſure to embelliſh it with its 6n 
hands. Bur alas ! whit is all this co che heavenly 


Jeruſalem , which we find ſo oloriouſly ſet forth | 


1 Rev. 21. io, . Dy RN. Tobi, or what other uſe ſhould | 
. we make of the great advantaves bf 
this glorious Territory , but ro lead usro that Etey- 
; 7 anc. Celeſtial Agathopo/is, He needs none of the 


frroursof the world, of SE preferments, 
2360 honours * hereof. 


"Ke will not unwiſely defire to bury himſelf in the.” 
ſhadow of ereat mens favour, or to fully bimſclf in 


che crab a il'ufion. of this changeable and tranh- 


 fory wtld ( no way able to give "the leaſt content) 
whe 15 a companion of Anvels in his retirement, 


 whohath God for his friend, heaven for his Obje&, L 


and all creatneſle in conrempt , he hath blotced out 


all thatis man in him by the purity of 4 converſation - 


\ - wholly celeſtial,the fleſh in him is in ſubjeRion, and 
 theſpirir in ſuchEmpire,as that he isno mote himſelf 
according ro this world, which can no way chatm his | 


undertanding , blind his judgement » ſeparare him 


from his ſovercign good, or -þ aW bum off from the 
_ conſideration of Et Heart) 


I Na, noz he hath long Nos for ſ2ken all the com» 

E. forts of humane things, and betaken himſelf to che 
| . conſideration of the excellency of God , and the * 
{- . bieſing of che other life . he f: eaketh of heaven 1% 
4 of fn's man{on, 2nd of. God as - the Objett of his fe- 


lieity, He fgars nor the fi che of time, he wheel of 


inconfancy, the threats of the world, nor the pow-. 


er of death;but ever. learns mortal :ty in cheImage 
eberefore, Oh! what can de more Giyinc , then to 


lee 


"The fools 'h< Thrift of the Worldling, mw wy, 


fee heart thus capable of the influences of Heaven 5 
and cannot be ſatisfyed with all the things of the. ; 
world. Plants are contented with a little dew _ and 3 
- ether creaturesare limiced with certain ſmall quan”, - 
ties, but the immiaterial ſoul bendethro ivfinice, well : 
knowing that, it would nothing avail us to gain all the 1 
world and Fooſe that which God hath defigned to re- Þ 
 Yeem by his precious death. I 
+& "Let us make haſt then to -forfake all theſe infer; 
| our, and frivolous thoughts, which nail us:co the © 
_ earth, and ſobaſcly. faſten us to the inordinate care , 4 
and attendance of things below ? Ler us manure our © 
ul and make rhem fir only. to recelve the 1 "URPES ef "2 
, he ons of heavenly things. fo w- 
' Let us' nor betray: their konor , © nor wither u 
"Their beaury,or deface the Chara&er whichGod back 
oven them ,- by« our. 190 much: dependance on the, 
world's __ 5 Z 
We are at this "Oy in the world,zs i in the bel] ly 
"of: nature, little infants deſtiture of air, ind rhe. 
© which look towards and. contemplate erernal blet= ; 
| ſednefſe xy we have too long followed the fooliſh. ; 
pleaſures of the 'world', and lived in the gardens of? 
Adonrs, which in the beginning make ſhew of fair 2 
_ flowers, but in concluſion afford nought but thorns,” * 
| letus now drive all our forces cowards thoſe beautys, -* 
" which neverfade, thoſe lichts.,, which are never ec-' . 
- led? O houſe of God! O Temple of peace! when.” 
will the day come,which will deveſt us from all chat 
;1s mortal, which will ſweeten the birterneſs, and ac-} 
_ Eetbities of our life, repleniſh our: hearts wich pitt=- 
; rual refreſhments, and at laſt pur us into the boſom of... 
_Unmorcality, | 2 0s nn 1c 
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Sincerity;the chief of Vertues, 


HE world 1s now become ſuch a Theatre of 

fictions » that Truth hath much ado to be 
| known; ſo many falſe Viſages being pur upon it , 
F ſo as ( toſpeaktruly ) one would ſay, the Earth 
E had changed its nature, and were now become a 
Sea, where the oppreſſed and ſimple | like poor 
| ceeping worms, Hab, 1.13, 14.] arelcft to the 
malice of the Subtile, and devoureth the man,who 
is more righteous then he, andevery where ſpread- 
eth Nets , and layeth ſnares toentrap bim. 

Bur let thoſc know, who ſcem to catch the world 
with an hook, who rejoyce 1n their own crime, as 
if it were a vertuc , and make Sacrifices wich the 
Tnftruments of miſchief 3 who judee of happineſs 
by che multicude of Preys, and acknowledge no 
other God,bur their own 09009 Fortune; that 'bo = 
ever tney think to proſper in their ovn:imaginatt- 
| ons, and worldly affairs, being yet-iny ardly diſ- 

united from the ezerna/ Wiſdom of God, they are 

' noother then /caruſ5es,that ſeek to countgrfeit Birds 


with waxen wings : the leaſt "yy proceeding from 
'the Throne of Heaven, beino able to burn them . 


and make their heioht ſerve for no.other uſe, then 
rorender their fall the more remarkable ; their beſt 
endeavours arc but heavy, timoroue, and uncertain, 
creeping on the earth , Sy at all Obje&s , 
| _ burreſolvinz on nothing ; ; and being as uncertain , 
 -asthcy are perpetually Hoating, 

”- Nether indeed will an our-fideof Religion ſtead 
| - us, otherwiſe then as Woods and Foreſts ſhelter 
; WY | Thieves 2 


.” 


"Bw, the of of Ver ertues, 220-1 
W $itvves ; ( only to cover their crimes) nor will }; 
I ic befriend us further, then as the filver and golden 
"g Precipices of the Emperor H eliooabalus T which 
Q were not deviſed , butto make his ruin2 the more 
K memorable, $ Surely » if you think ro pleaſe your ſelf - _ 
g with & ill retified devotion, and formal Profeſſion, $ 
© are you not like thoſe barren Trees, which make a 
Z oreat noiſe with their leaves under the breath of 
4 winds, and neyer bear fruits? _ 
Whatwill enſue from our conſtant attendance « on 
{ ſacred Ordinaxces , if we there only atford our pre-. 
| ſence, and noſooner depart out of the Church, bur - 
immediately fall ro diſcourſe of contrary eubjeRts,of .Y 
J our worldly affairs, and which way beſt to ſolace 
| our ſelves with variety of pleaſures, and contents ? | 
| Whatdo we elle , alas ! but further, and heighten 
Our own damnation , by ſeeming to draw water | 
| from che Fountains of our Saviour ( through the + ? 
| partaking of his holy , and blefled Sacrament } :Y 
| when we are no way the leſs pompous , leſs powder- _ 3 
| red, leſs frizled, more reſerve more chaſt, more. } 
| bumble, and more diſcreet ? Is this the way _ DIO 
fir in Spiritual life, or not rather to bring back © 
| vengeance, by bearing Pro; »hanation to his holy -.Y 
Table > Do we not (like thoſe Danazdes, which : 
- thePoer mentions) draiv water 1na Sive? Or are ©: | 
- we not like him, who having liboured much in. 4 
running on the Wheel, at the end of his pains, is . 

where he fictt began ? WE 
' Alas! what wily Soirirs do we find ro come from 
the ſacred Springs of wholeſome Dodtrin, ndFray *, 

| pal d from the Leprofie of their fins? And (how-. 
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230 7 Sincerity, the chief of Vertnes. | 
ever, like Sorcercrs R they may endeavour to caft 
miſts upon the brighteſt morning, yer Jhow do they 
perpetually byaſs all ro their own ends?and ſeek no- | 
ching under the prerext of Religion, but the ad- 
vancement of their own zffaits,whoſe hypoctifies,& 
humane Policies ( making uſeof God, as a mask 
for their wickednels, turning with all winds, ad- 
mitting Religiov according to the. Times , and 
framing arrows cut of any wood to hit their de- 
fienes) may well be compar'd to rhe Devotion of | 
the Phariſees, ( ſo often rebuked , and condemn- 
ed by the lips of Ererzal Truth ) who though 
walking lzan and disfigured with ſcrowls of parch- : 
ment, concaining the Law of God on therr heads, | 
and Thorns tied to the border of their Gowns , to | 
- Prick and torment their heels ; yer were thelr hearts. ? 

uncontroubly full of fin, and diſorder, ; 
Can there then b: a greater unhappineſs, then rt us ' 
| blemiſh our poſſeſſion by the impurity of our lives ? 
and 1s not miſery always tied to the deſigns of ſuch 
as thus forſake the true God ? Is 1t not a ſtameful 
thipz, in way of our ordinary converſe, to ſee ſome, 
extertorly appear with an open Viſace , a ſmiling 
countenance , & very honeſt deportment , and yer 
Inwardly ao b2 full of Cauteries, and their heart re- 
pleniſhed with more Rains, then the moſt ſpotted 
«knof a P-»ther ? and can we chooſe but bluth 
ro behold thoſe, who,under a fair out-fide in Rebigt- 
on , butie themſelves only for their own advantage, 
betray che moſt holy things , practiſe Choler-and 
 Reven.e, bear hearts of Ice towards the. wants 
and miſe. lz5 of. their fellow-brethren , make tri- 
Wb | T OS 4 2» | Co 
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 Sinceri#y, the chief of Vertnes, 231” 


© bute on, fall, whilſt they ceify all in vine, yes 
j | their own follies?. make arrows of any wood {unger 
pretext of. Religion ) to bit the tzarks of their own 3 
Intereſt , even to the contempt of God. and bis } 
Ordinances? Alas ! how fad will their ACCOUNT be 
Y arlaſt, who. thus prick their fingers , Whilt they are 2 
_ gathering Roſes » ; and meet with Worm: wood even. b- 
'Y 1 honey. - - I 
 *- Asthe higher we Naing, ry ach the lower will * 
be our fall; it will be as ill a plea for us ( at the lat | 
day) to tell God we were outward Chriſtians, as | 
& . for £ Irs toſay,ne was an Apoſtle; or for L»cifer to. 
.- me he was once an Angel. SU, Zeter Ss, 5g 
= , That it ware better for 45.u0t to have known the © 
8 - beck of Rrobueonſneſr, then afterwards 10 fo] | 
| the holy C ommanament delivered unto us, 2 Pet 26 
I 20,21. whereby we ſhall wiſh we bad never been, | | : 
{ - much more; thar we had never been Chriftians. | 
' --. Oh how fad willith? wich us, When we. hall | 
| curſe the womb that bareus, and the breaſts that |. 
_ gave us ſuck ; the Church, that Chriſtzned us, and che 
_- Miniſter, chat Catechized us; When, we ſha! tbeſhrew 
the day that eyer We heard 2 good Sermon ; that we Þ 
._ - ſhall bewall our very knowled: £,and TEPeNt us even. | 
-- of our Grace 2-Ab ! that out miſery ſhould be thus | 
| beizhined from our means of being n2ppy * T - E 
_- And, © God! what a firange enterpriſe isrhis 4! 
__ iter refining of R: Ligion- , to proclalin Wat 
-- acainſta great Diomity! ro draw ſo. firong an 2&3 A 
—-:verſary upon us, and to provoke his Juſtice 3 ; "wha 
BE "MS might enjoy his ClemencyY, \ Wi hich "810 follow us. I 
op by ſtep all our life timewhich wull Giſcover ae F 1 
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F222 Sincerity, the chief of Vertnes. , 
* when we ſhall not knowit, even to the bottom of | 
out thoughts ;which will overthrow all our pernici- | | 
ous intentions, Which will throw off the Fox?s 
skin fron thoſe who think fimplicity too ſottiſh for 
humane life, Where have you ever ſcen a Deceiver 
proſper in all his Enterpriſes to the very end ? May 
| you not as well number the waves of the Sea, and. 
* leaves of the Trecs, as recount the lamentable and 
| Tragical events of. God's vengeance this way 
© 'Machiavel himſelf , who taught the Arr to de- 
* ceive, producinz the example of an infamous 
| Prince ; who by a miſtake drank the poiſon he or-_ 
dained for another in a Banquet, and ſo ended tus 
+ ceteſtable life. ' | 
| .* Do we not ſee the light of . Nature diRaring to the 
Souls of. Infidels, how to alienate them from all 
manner of deceit ? And if there be nothing more 
odious 1n nature,then for a man, who, todeceive the 
world, takes upon him the Art to change faces eve- ' 
ry hour, whereby to be unknown to thoſe, who ſhall 
treat with him ? Alas! what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, 
who { through a ſtrange profanation of Gods L 
© mage) take upon them a thouſand impoſtures in 
= Religion? They flatter, they promiſe,” they ſwear , 
| they proteſt, they call Heaven and Earth to witneſs; 
but, if you pull off the mask, you will find a brazen 
brow, which will deny , and diſavow all they have 
done, On | E DS Lee PR TS AG — 
And,ſure it were better to fall into an abſolute dil- 
'©rder , then to bz hot: and cold, fiſh and fleſh, to 
halt ſometimes on Bea''s ſide, another while 'on 
the Temple of Solomon's part , and never to _ 
=? : 222.3 God, 
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 -God, bur with a ſhoulder , yea, with all manner of | 
; Hypoctifie , Which will even make him To vomit _ 

25 out of his mouth, ſeeing we have a name that we 
* [ve, and are dead, Rev, 7 — 
Bp Neither let us chink ro hide our deccit from him, E 
whoſe eyes are upon the ways of man, aud ſees all 
I his goings, Job. 3 Þ.21. there isno datknefs or ſha= * 
= dow of death, where the workers of iniquity may 
| hide themſelves. Out alas ! Is it atrouble to hide. - 
our Jugling ina Court, where are ations; and.can 
I. any tide himſelf in ſecret places, that he ſhonld not 4 
4 ſee him, who fils Heaven and Earth > who hath a _ 
| -: Candle nevery man's boſome [even |} 
| Fer 23, 24. thy own Conſcience ] and knows eve- | 
p +» Ty falſe thought of thy heart,and: every . |! 
.F deceitful ſyllable rhou ſpeakef, and will have all one - E 
| day come into Judoement, 4 
& _Obowimpudent a thine then is it to rake upon us |} 
{ rhe-nane of Chriſtians, to profeſs our ſelves Pil- | 
. orims and {trangers here on Earth, $4 nts of God, | 
| men another world, having our Converſation in 
Heaven,and loving the things above 1nd -not to walk 
| anſwerable to an boly Profeſſion ! what is this bur, --3 
like 4naizs, to lye to the Holy Ghoſt > And (a af | 
- ter ſo ridiculous, and mere a Mockery) we may not _ 
| wellbuſh with Naom: to think how little we make 
| cood cur name between God and our Conſcience, _ . 
b Who when the men of Bethel ſaid, Is not this Naomi, . © 


O how'ſhe was aſhames of her ſ elf ;Call ee 24 Naomi, _ 
tall miMarah, Ruth x. 20. © 


E- Fe Tout: made ſo much account of humane 
= faich (Patch: Is Confiancy and iedfalineſs of words | 
L- | con- 


224. Stncerity, the chief of. Vertues, | 
conſonant to the heart, and performance of Pras' 
miſes | as that the Romans Placed it In their Capi. | 
tol,cloſe by the fide of their prime Divizity:belides, 

God himſelf is Truth , Verity of Eſſence, Verity of : 
Reaſon, Verity of Speech, yea all whar God is, / 
15 nothing but Yerity. Can you then admire, that | 
( among the /ix Abominations of heart, Prov. 6.16.) 
Deceit leads the way , and 1s one of the firlt.Alas! | 
what Laws have Severity enoueh, what Arms Pow- |: 
er enough, or what Scaffolds puniſhment enough t 

ro aftc12hr , chaſtiſe, or rorment a man with a dou- 
ble tongue, and heart;who perſecuteth Truthskilleth | 

| Faith, poiſoneth Friendſhip , ſecretly plotreth the 
| . efteRs of death, even in the Solace of life ?* ' - 
{ .* And what ſhall we ſay further of thoſe who,ſeem- 
| 1ng outwardly to pretend the Service and Werſhip 
of God, do yet cry down the Places appointed to | 
chat end, and the mamtenarnce thereof , the better 
\ To make way for Atheiſm, and their ownearthly 
Intereſt, and ro1ntroduce wolves inſtead of ſheep 
into the Church of God, not ſeeing, thar tae con- 
cempt of Rel'gion. always began ar the conteinpr _ 
of the CM1niftery; neither take notice hoy many 
of late | who have built their houſes at the expence 
of God's houſe] have found the Rafrers anc Beams 
of {uch Edifices to ſerve as Inftruments of puniſh- 
ment to ſuch as have raiſed them. . 

And ſurely, not only the houſes of thoſe, whole 
defgns, under pretext of Piety , ſeek norhng bur 
the advancement of their temporal affairs, will one 
day witneſs azainſt chem ; bur juſtly may they allo 
fear the ſounding of theſe words ip their eas Tor 
Eo 0 |  Jacris 
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| ſacrif es (hall be a puniſhment to you , ſince you have | 
M-- ade a fir of. your Propit:ation. Whar alſo wilt .: 
| then become of thoſe., who have the form only of 
 Godlineſs, bur the ſubſtance of Impiety; ;3 Ol ho.” 
| entitle God ro their. wickedneſs, by putting their | 
| blackeſt defignes upon the (core of Religion:; ? wilt | F 
| not their Sacrifices become their ſins ? will not their * | 
| — praying be as bad as their curſing ? fince there is no . 
0 ſo odious and execrable to God, as that which is. 


*masked with Piety, and overveiled with the Cloak | 
of JP OIS: © Fo 
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- Completion [ow adays ] * Tr often taker for. 
* FT zily and in the courſe of Py $ world 5 
- ,Þ. char the Affairs thereof have variety of faces , 44 
Eh preſent | themſelves very- fubrilly .to- our 
| thoughts; inſomuch ,that he 1s really an able man, I 
| who can diſcover the Proteuſses thereof, 1t was : | 
= pleaſant mockery , and very ridiculous to behold 3 
{ © thoſe Kinzs of <£gypr, to appear daily in new ha. | 
; _ bir, wichthe figures of bealts, birds - and fiſhes, to |} 
. Put terror 'upon the people , whereas this affected, 
b- gravity becomes 'not the manners of great. men, | 
- Our Soicin 2xe-not ſo baſe, and childifhy: asto-be 
_ ſatisfied with Semblances ; they deſire ſomerhing } 
> more ſolid; and he is ever; beſt eſteemed ety 


| As much pre ence then 0 Fr cretion is hen re- ? 
wy. epic 


236 Complexion too of ten taken for Religion, | 
1 required to diſcover the Conditions, Manners, and | 
E Inclinations of thoſe we ordinarily converſe with,as | 
| toaccord and make friend{hip between Dogs and 
| Hares, Hawks and Doves. Sr. Gregory Caith that } 
- Paradiſe containeth in ic nothin? but bleſſed ſouls , 
F and Hell is fitled with the miſerable; bur the world, 
wherein we live, hath abundance of different na. 
tures, hardly tobe difcern*d; ſo that much wiſdom _ 
2nd induſtry muſt be uſed ro difode e lin, and draw 
| the winding ſerpent qut of his Dzn. 
E But if we will not be deceiv.d , let us ofen re- } 
| preſent thoſe fol Patrerns to our ſclve s, Who have _ 
| flouriſhed in virtue through all ages of the world, 
| and derive light from heir examples, lO illuminate 
[ us 1n the fame courſe, Let us bzhold thoſe who have 
| been refined above others in the School of God: 
tet the ſacred Scriptures, with the ſtream of lo many ' 
| Hiſtories, written in this Theatre of wanders, in 
| Characters of fire, be eyed by us, wherein he Di- 
vine Providence 1s pleaſed to be fieured to mortal 
” eyes, that we may learn the puniſhment offin, 
j and the rewards of holineſs, Let us behold the 
| meckneſſe of Moſes, his faichfulneſſe and induſtry © 
| In executing the commandments of God, his 
| verity in the correction of fin , his watchfulneſs 
| 10 government of the People , and his Patience in 
| ſufferin2 che often failings ; and infiteitics of the 
# People. | 
| Let us make holy Fob alſo the patern of our patience, 
| and ler che divine Pſalms of the King, choſen aut ac-" 
cording ro God's own heart , reach us the way 10 © 
chant forth his praiſes : let us look on Jſhna,wua be» 
3 _.y 
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- _ Complexiontoooften taken for Relioron, 277 
' gan his government by his own example; well know- 
| ing his ſpirit to berhe firſt wheel , whereunto all the . 
|. other were faſined, 8 thereforeſthinkingiit neceſlary 
{ rogive ita good Motion]was'reſolved that Heard 75 
| houſe would ſerve the Lord, It is held, that, when : 
the. Sun ſtood fill 1n his time , the Moon, and all -: 
© the Stars made the like pauſe; ſure we finde by that 
| Piety, and Juſtice, he expreſſed in the ſervice. of + 
_ the greatneſs of his. ſpirit , in fo many hardy 
| enterprizes., as alſo the patience »- prudence : and © 
| diſpatch of ſo many expeditions, he ſtood not ill- © 
| inthework of God, thouch the heavens themſelves * 
L ſeenrd to have loſttheir motion, , + 
| And certainly,great caution ought to be taken'even 
F in our ordinary walking amone(t thoſe,who relate ro- © 
F- us., ſince for the moſt part we ſee ſubjeRs , and ſer- ? 
{| vantsare neither good , nor bad; but often it falls - * 
| out , that ſome bouſhold ſervant ( raiſed above the  : 
$4 reſt, through the indulgence of his Maſter ) render- 
| eth his favours odious, and his bounties criminal , © 
F bythe inſulting and 1J] uſe of his-power is, as dayly 
[ſufficiently manifeſt. For,as Alkabicis rheAftrologer / | 
| obſcrves , there are ſtars of their own. nature very | _ 
© benign,& wick would cver behold us favorably,were _ . 
| It not that the neighbourhood of ſome others (mare 
3 malien) altered their inclinations F- ſorhere are ma=- | 
Dy Maſters, and Miſtreſſes to be found in the world + 
' endowed with a humour exceedingly good ,' if the .. 
near approaches , which bad ſervants make to their - 
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' Perſons, did not deſtroy this temper, 
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228 - Complenxzou toooften tak 1 for Rel19 on; 
 Weſee mirrors render formes , when -they are 
feaded ; and do we think naturally to repreſent the | 
| forms and drayghts of verity , unleſſe our ſoul be 
| - ſolid and ſtable, and ſupported, by ics proper weighty, | 
on conſtancy, and magnammity. Sezeca noted, | 
that women | the moſt deſtiture of ſtrength ] arc 
moſt inclined to fraud , doubleneſſe of heart ; and. 
dayly experience teacheth ns, rhat there are of them | 
| very crafty , and ſuch as (under a pure anddehcare | 
| $kin , with a Tongue diſtillin2 honey ) .often hide | 
' The bearcof a Panther, Crocodite,or Chameleon, all | 
Iperced over with ſubtilty, as the skin of theſe beaſts | 
are with diverfity of colours, Her mouth is [ mouthit | 
then oyl, but her end 1s bitter as wo0rm-wood , ſharp as ' 
n two-eaged ſword, Prov. 5.4,5. — 


. 


And though this nothing concerns the prudent, and 


| generous of thar Sex,who well know hovwy to corre | 
| rheir inficmities by virtue ; yer it ſerves to ſhew , 
| thatthe weakeſt are commonly the moſt crafty ; as 
Dion Chryſoſtomns gbſerves that Nature gave ſubtil- | 
ty, as an inkerirance, to creatures the moſt feeble, 
_ and abjeR, as'to Apes, Foxes, Cats, and Spiders, | 

| winkſt the moft gencrous, as Eagles, and Lyons, 
| - know not what belone co ſlights, and wiles. — 
| And, truly, I cannot better reſemble thoſe , who 
pretend themſelves to be the moſt refined ſpirits of _ 
che times {whoſe mouths and hearts notwith(tznd- 
ing reſemble Cyclopian Caverns, rather then Tem- 
ptes ofPeace,andTruth)chen to thar Creature,which 
= Creſias (among other rarierics ) 

4 Hariichore, mentions , which hath the face 
- _- ofa man,and che body of a Lyon, 
> wio 


N 


"Cpt 206 of zen jake for R ie: 22g Þ 
| ho counterfeireth che found of Muſick, to charm - | 
þ felengers, and then enrangles and kills them with 
L-the Tail of a Scorpion ? Netther is it ſo terrible to 1 
| ſee one beaſt ſor anenemy (which by fore-calt and } 
braun may be avoided , 'of by force vanquiſh- | } 
| ed vy bur inafaithlefſe man you diſcover |. under & 4 
[- B90 ins brow] a thouſand Plagues, a thouſand Cen- I 
 ta#rs_, infinite Charybdes , and Syrens, who tay of 

| ſnares 'for you, Who undo. you, Who ruln-you'; } 
i and who- ſtrangle you , when they ſeem to embrace } 
And what Stoiciſm ” , and fpirirual- andiridutt 2 
- kher they chance to breath, their good words. :Þ 
val prove their ſins , becauſe | indeed] they were | 
- nor. L£o0d,nor proceeded from rhe ſincerity of their } 
"heart. 1qwill be in vain (at the laſt day ) for the uns +; 
| 3h mani to ſay he is holy, or for any ſinner to deny, '\. : 
©©f excuſe , or extenuate his fin , to bring forth che 
- counterfeit of any grace,or | plead withGodan 3 
_of Hh pocrifie; yea, it will then be impoſſible, thit 2 ."J 
"Dy ſhould eſcape by tricks of wit ,, or any falſe rea- _ | 
"Toning , in their own defence, fince ( though - | 
Riphrcouſneſſe may he perverted: on earth , , by our- 4 
witting the Judge) God, who knowerh truth from + 
| Falſliood , will find us out , there being not # 
thought can paſſe our bearr,ora word of our -mourh, 2 
E but. are known-to an all- ſeeing and ommiſcient 
God. ws - | E. 
Wile thou make then. thy ſmooth tongue TY 4 
. Engine to give credit to thy defignes ? ot (which | is - 7 
L ' worſe wilt thou make Religion apander | 
' 2Sam«ls 6, to thy Vice? W lt thou Kh Abſalom co > 
"he yer 


204 Complexiontoo often taken for R ligion,. | 
ver thy deſign of Rebellion with a fit of de- | 
votion to pay thy vows ? wilt thou wich Heros | 
adoreChriſt to crocific him? wilt thou firſt perſonate ! 
the Saint to play the Devil? Wherein doſt thou not 
herein imitate thoſe very men , of whom we have 
the blackeſt charaQter, that the moſt eloquent Apo- | 
file wasablero furniſh us with, Who | 
1 Tim.3.2, hadyeta faſhion, and form of godlt- | 
3, 4 5- neſſe.Ollet us not then think to make ? 
our fins look virtuouſly , by making 1 
them well-favoured , fince to bear a vicious mind | 
Ina fair ornament of Body is but to keep a leaden ' 
weapon in anivory ſhearh. ft - 
We live in an Age, wherein we have more necd } 
of Patterns , then Precepts, People ( for the moſt 
part) adhering to the examples: of: great ones , as | 
Ivy to a Tree. How necefiary therefore' 1s a * 
faithful converſation 3: ſeeing example doth more ' 
then words,and the life of a 200d MaſterandMiftriſs | 
1s a perpetudl monitour in a Family, Ir 1s not 
ſuſpicions and jealoufies , which advantage mens | 
tervice , faithfulneſſe being one of the Qualities, 
which the Goſpel holds forth in a good ſervants | 
who is oftentimes made faithful by being thought (6; 
whereas ſuſpicion , ſerves only to provoke , and 
diſhearten ſuch as have a diſpofition' ts do well; 
many, through continual fear of being cozened , 
have caught others to cozen, juſtifying and encou- 
raging their decelt by their own diſtruſt, © + 
As, without 'diſcretion , all vertues become 
vices, ſo without: continually” looking into 'our 
ſelves| as the chick Piece of QUT oovernment]we ſhall 
 _neo-. 


as + umplexion! too » often taken Tr Religion, TO 24t, 
lh | tiepte& to practiſe the good counſel we give to 9 | 
ij thers, We (hail de too liable to'the ifetion of flac- 
| terers, who will tell us; that all the world caſt their 


eyes upon us , that we are eſteemed ; that the whole 
W Town talks of our - fortunate :&ions ; that we 
| havean excellentir, handiom body , good grace; 
ſ . winning . zhaviqur ; chat every thing becoines uSe 
| as it Nature never framed the like: your words they C 
F- will extol as Oracles ; and ar your jcfts they ſeem to 
« burkt with laughter to-pleaſe you; and all this but ro 
| Ppoilon your friendſhip, and deuty your imperfeRi- - ; 
| 008, 
| _ O theblindneſſe of kumane life | That under the 3 
ſpecious ſhew of amity, and ſriend{hip, Treaſon, 
© flatrery, and infidelity , ſhould be rhe facal plagues } 
attending our nature | We read when Ceſar hid lotiz 
| defended himſelf among his miurderers , he covered 
Ls eyts with his oarment , not enduring the fight ©. 
. Of Brutus, whom he had loved, and obliged ibove : al. 3 
| other; and lure, as among all Tame-bzafts che fac- | 
-.- terep is worſt , | which wounds Withoiit ma- 
 ' king a noiſe] ſo there cannot be any thing more de- ; 
ploted, then ro behold a generous heart j which 
 dilares it ſelf inthe preſence of a pretended friend, , 
- and powreth out. unio bim all that he hath'in his | 
| | foul, whilſt the wretch ( ſhooting back envenomed + 
- ſhafts againſt all the rays of his love ) maketh a 
| Þrey ofhis coodnefſe, and abandoneth hin? to the _ 
_ diſcterion of ſuch as perſecute. him. Ah ! do not 
| thoſe kind of people deſerve to be accounted the | 
horror of Nature, the ſcorn of-Ages, the execration .' 
| :of Maokind , ſince the1r ſouls ſeem £0 bave -put on 0- | 


F nl 


242 Complexion too of ten tak 1 for Rel 0006, MM 

” ther bodies, then thoſe of Hyenas , Rats, or Owls, WW 
fir only ro fiyin an Ererzal night ; and never to fi 
be illuſtrated wich one ſole ray of the brizht-Sun-" 
And if to be really godly we muſt be really honeft, 

if to be pious we muſt be juſt (codlineſſe,and honeſty 
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F toplunderinlove, and perſecute their body to ſave K 
their ſoul, and as for the p#»411o5 of Moral honeſty, F 
ch2y chink them more fit for AriiFiges, Socrates,and- | 
thoſe Genriles,which know not God,then for thoſe, | 


* who worſhip him. O ſtrange miſtake! O grear 
| dclufion!. to take the greatelt vice for the grear- 


eſt virtue : , all che out-fide of. our Godlineſſe 
rue rendering us Fur the | worſe before 
God: ; 
AnJ againſt whom, me thinks, I hear that (ad 
ſaying , once denounced by God againſt his own 
people ; How ſhall 1 pardon thee for this, thy Chil- 
dren have forſaken me and ſworn by them , that are no. 
Goas ; Iſa,5.7. Andin another place,” Towhat 
purpoſe is the multitude of your (a- 
Iſa. 1. Crifices? ho hath required theſe things 
th, Fc. 4a your hands to tread in my Courts 7 What? 
Will God command cheſz things, and yet 
forbid them ? will he chide his people for their 0- 
beduience £0 thoſe very Qcdinances ,-which he had 
given 
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"Y ople x 101 too of! ter taken for 7 Th "9 "24; : = 


j j Niven them ? Willhe hate, or be weary of thoſe ob* © * 
Te wervances, which Were no way evil, becauſe he com- 
? anded them ? No, God hathen joyned us indeed» - 
tO COME 1Nto his Courts , to appear before him "Th 
Wn there to lift up pure hands : but he bath no. 
Wethere commanded us , to draw near unto him 
wich .our lips ; when Our. hearts are far from 


© bi, 


vi; 


Gi 


That Perſecution ſhould not dr ſheavten as, but 
,. that we (heuld be encoura ged to Virtue by 


the Reward, 
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YErſecution is the Crown , and rejoycino &K & 

W A Chriſtian, and he is neareſt the twelve > Ang | 
i | that is neareſt the Apo5 les 1n their ſufferings, = 
th lofles for © hrift 's ſake. If God call 
| M1 ati 5.10, us to confeſſion, and Martyrdom , 1 
I 71mm, 3. 12, Ietus Fun unto it ; but;if he. calls us 
| - "not; Our haſt makes us but che Mar-. 
j tyrs of. Satan. . ; 
| Our Bleſſed Saviour othcer them happy, who 
| forſake Father, or Mother , 0: Lands , or any thing 
| for his names-ſake , and though Relis: ;n ( attended 
with oppoſition, and PPerfecution ) 
| Mar T9. 28, may for the preſent trouble, dif- 

ZE 29. hearten, and affright us ; and ſeem 
Bs. arertible chino to fleſh , , and 
blood , yet fince Religion, ic ſelf 1s bufied abour 
che moli excellent ins (as union with God, com-- 
R Z muniox\ 
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; 
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| 244 T hat P erſ, ecution ſhould 20T ai (hearten LAT! | I 
' munion with God , and fruition of him ) whil'd } 
Pe rſecution , Malice , and Atheiſm proceed from 
ns It mult certainly be far more excellent, 
| becauſe it hath ſuch enemics as wicked men, and j 
evil {pirits. [0 
q . We read of one, who commended Chriſtianicy , 
' becauſe Nero perſecuted it. Andcertainly, barren- | 
E nefſe, andworthlefſneſs ſeldom call for Conque- 
rors: if oreat Armies come to ſubdue a Land , it's 
| likcly to be a place of great fertility, and pleaſure; 
E andenvy (the Devil's Torment, as well as Pleaſure) [i 
| perceivech ſome invaluable joy, which he would | 
E take from us by outward vexations, bur as ir 1s beyond - F 
the reach of mans hearr,ſo nothing can reach high e- 
FS nough to take it from us, nM 
| As tribulations abound , ſo do our conſolations, - | 
our enenies bein? inflruments of comfarting us. 
by aMiciing us. The Souldier delights in that which 
| . Coothers 15 a terrcour, beholding his ſcars , and 
{ wounds, as marks of wits. and tteps unto .honout:' 
ſo doth the Chriſttan enjoy Tribulations, and takes. 
| them as advancement, yea the Diſciples of Chrik, 
' - rejoyce in their ſufferings for bis ſake, as Teſtimonies 
of worth, and efimation with their Lord. - 

And whar Creature then more joyful then a Chri.. 
ftian 2 God the Creator is within, comforting;while 
they arc but Creatures thar are wichour , affliQting, 

As the body 1s ſcourged, and pricked without , fols 
the hearc bathed within in the Celeſtial oyl of joy; 
and glaaneſle, O Jeppy ſadnefle then , - Which 
rhus' makes us ſory |! ' bleſſed comfort, which 
5 ihe ailured Fruit of ſuch ſpicitual ſadneſle ! 7 Wel- 


J 2 
ON 
. vt 
Fs. 
*F, 
LG. 
"LI 
bt, 
. 
+ wo" 
». KS 
Yes es 
Be 
+ 


=... but be cithhraged by the Reward. 245 J 
WW come : thoſe weeds of forrow , which chanoe them- 


WM fotves into the garment FT: oladneſſe | Wel- 


I come thoſe rods of affliction » Which are ſo 


£7 neceſſary ro curb our vices , to humble our fleſh, 


I and advance our ſpirits. Ah! wha high ptivileces 
we of joy hath a Chr AULGn » Whoſe ſadnefs only tends 
[0 uvnco joy! 

tf Be not impatient then (O ſuffering ſoul | )at he. 
MM fury of the fierceſt Tyranc, fince in the enjoyment 
£2 of this heavenly mirth 'we, are more then Con- 
= querors ; the thought whereof is able to fence thee 
I 202inft the bloodielt perſecutions. of thy j engmies, : 
M whoſe oreate(t violence God hath bounded , as the * 
by. Cliff; 294in(t the waves of the Sea; and no further 
Wt. ſhall they go , then he 1s willing to permit. 
Ss. them; © = 
If we examine the flories of Fob, and David, we 3 
 fhall find what a comfortable end God made with 
d. them, after all their tryals , cher ſowing in Tears 
n brought forth their carryino of ſheaves with them ; : 3 
|. yea even here did the beams of Divine glory ſo 
thine into their hearts, as togive them aglimps of _ 
that happineſs, whereof hereafter they ſhall have a | 
'* full enjoyment. 
_- Conſiderfurther, that FO art a kind of metal, 
even fitted on purpoſe to be made brighter by thoſe E 
 Aerytryals, under which thou lieſt, God will be ſuf- - 

| fereo, loved,and truſted even when he afflicteth, and 


B chabifeth ths He will have thy ſoul to repoſe all 


her happineſs in him , while thy Jody feeleth rem- 
porab puniſhments * "be owe and kindles thoſe 
Hames , oaly to warm thy {elf by. He makes thy 
_ R 3 ſuf- 


.. 


246 T hat Peyſecution ſhould not diſhearten wg, Ft 
ſufferings to abound that thy conſolations , may F 
increaſe , and that earrhlyſorrow may be Coun-P W. 
rer-po Rue with Heavenly joys, WW 
Oh! how have they been raviſhed (-which hadff "ul 
che flaſhes of ſuch an happineſle) into heavenly tran-K Fo 
ces far above the world , and have as much defp HedP 1 
the world, as the world hath deſpiſed theſe joys ?Rk 
How have they cryed out (as men, that have taken} ol 
poſſeſſion of true relt, andfelicity) Here let us build FX 
up our tabernacles ?_ How far have they been from 
' making that Ambition , and worldly Pomp , whichF lh 
chey renounced in their Baptiſ.n, their end,and hap-W 
| pineſle ? Still are they crying our ,. Farewell world- | 
 Iypreferments! farewell pride of life !-Oh' welcome! a 
F croſſes!) welcome affliftions | never will we pre *; 
| fer Earth before Heaven : never will We pur 
Mammzn in the place of the true God , who 1s] 
our hizheſt preterment ang EXCECCINg great Re. | in 
And (Oh my foul 1 }) when FOORe comes any 
. Pleaſure to be loſt, or pain to be ſuffered for rhe 
Cauſe of (od, fer up a Balance then in thy heart: Y 
IN on2 ſcale put the Tempo:al' pleaſure chou bo 
looſeſt; and in the other the Eternal joy thou gainelt | 
by this loſs ; and thou ſhije ſee the weight of 
the latter infinitely to exceed the other, O: | 
if thou place Temporal pain | In one Balance , 
and Erernal in the other, how ( alas! ) will 
that of Eternity far exceed the other. And if 
then of 200d things thou wilt chooſe the oreatel}, 


8nd of evil the leaſt, be not thou croubled for a mO- } 
men- 1 
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| mentary pleaſure to procure Erernal joy. 2nd for 1 
ul F ike enduring of a little pan oo. avoid everlaſing 4 
-#4 | - iſ By. | 4 
_ Virtue was ſo ploriousi in thz eyes of the Hea® 4 

F'Shy , as that (in reſpe& thereof) they deſpiſed all } 
FR: 3 and \ufferings ; yea life 1t ſelf, O thou 7 
Lo: af 5 briſtian then , whoſoever thou art 4 
that ſuffereſt for Chriſtsiake 1 binde # 

the rebukes, and reproaches of this 4 

world to thy head, as thy chiefeſt , } 

Crown. O conſider thy hich relati- Þ 

. ons., and: how near ths art to thy } 

© Saviour , with whom If thou ſuttor”, 'I 

- thou ſhalt be glorifyed, _- 4 

-. Account it then thy g oreateſt benefit: to le omni 
Fly in that bed of affliction ; where Chriſt-4 

: refts. himſelf wich thy ſoul , and will ſhortly come. 

- and lodge with thee in ſome gracious viſitation 3 

' yeazhe will vifi thee with abundance of contolation; 3 

- He will give thee his love ,. and his love ſhall tell 3 
"thee his "Counſels. And then ſhalt thou account 4 

| "thy ſelf a gainer ; if chy afiitions have been ſo. |} 
great asto brinz forth an Eternal Reward of 1 JO} 3 
and vlofoaneds, I 


The great danger of deferring o17 Repentatice, 


| Cie is a detefiation of fin, as hateful fl [Ls 
bove all chings, takin? its beginning from a | * 
| Jove of God, and hope of his mercy z and ought | 
t, always to be accompanied With a firm Reſolution 
E ofamendm:nt of life, And, oh | a thouſand times 
E bleſſed are they, who waſh themſelves with the wa- 
| ters of Repentance, and with that Snow-water, Ik 
p Which holy Job, chap. g. 30. mentions, whereby.ra W 
cleanſe rh<mſelves in the wholſome ſtreams of un- BK 
feiened Tears ! For,to ti:ink to entertain Godin a 
A Soul ſullicd with terreſtrial and earthly affcRions, 
| is no other then to put a precious Balm into an an». 
vs c]zan Veſſe]. 
- © It 150bcerved by thoſe, ho w:ice of Racks, ar 
3 $ atan | atfiilt ] ap pearerh to them 1n fome come- 
# 1y tempring ſhape, until he have them faſþcyed to 
} him, andchenhe bears, affrighrs,and appears more 
b voly* untothem. Oh, how doth he alſo beouil us 1n 
” the ſinful pleaſures, vain hopes, and fading prefer-= 
E ments of the world | But, if any remporal plea- 
ſure, or opportunity bz offered us to. commit a fin, 
Jer us ſay, as Demoſthenes the Orator did of rhe beau- 
riful Los, when he was asked a great ſum of mony 
ro behold her, 1 will a2r buy Repentance at {o drar 
a rate, or Withthar Lady, who (nor knowing which 
Vay to refit the exo; birant 1mportunities of one 
«77 courted her ) diſcovered her Brealis all earen 
|} witha Cancer ; ſayinos, Ah ſimple man, to: ſeek {0 
E Many hours after an uphuppy loataſomnels : 


1 


"F be great danger of def, rring our Petentance, 246. Y 
If God ſpeedily chaſtiſe not thy ſins in the heat of 1 
® his fury, he will | ſurely ] reſerve them to unſpeak- } 
Þ able avengements. He, that for a time can turn the } 
Aa Heavens into Braſs, and the Eatth into Iron, can 4 
bY again at his pleaſure open them as Inſtruments of} 
| .his fiery indgnation. He, that can ſuffer the wick- E 

ed to make long furtows on the backs of his chil 3 
M gren, can in his own que time ciflolve them, as wax 1 

| melteth'on the flames of burning coals, or as ſmoak } 
© inthe air. He, thar could find a time todrench all 7 
iy the world in a Deluge, to burn unrepenting ſinners 
M inthe aſhes of Sodom, to make the earth a-gulf to 1 
ſwallow up Core, Dathan, and' A biram , chat could 


find P.avues tororment Pharaoh, and that can ſend. - 
WOTINS £0 gnaw H-rod, can a thouſand ways triumph } 
4 1n the periecution ind deſtruction of rebellious and I 


wretched.man. 


Ah then thou inſenſible Olpatns 1 how ucts : 
_ then oughteſt thou to biuſh and be abamed ar thy 
Leopard ſpots? Ah ſenſleſs man ! doſt thou not fear | 
an avenging-and puniſhing God? Rouze up and be.. 
| -think thy ſe]f, is it not for fin, that Crowns are bro- : 
ken, that Scepters fly in pieces, and Empires paſs 
from Nation to Nation ? Do we not {{]l behold the. 
footſteps of their Ruines , who have forſaken che 
ways of holineſs? If God ſpeak ina Peſtilence, if- 
-he brin? War, if he threaten a Famine, if he bring. 
Kinodoms to deſtruftion, or in hazard to bz defroy=" 
ed, 'ought We not to 20, and look. out thoſe Names 
1n the Table of the Almighty ? | 


Let the great Deluge oT EM old world be our ad 


"Wi EXPCTiENnCE, Behold Rubborn Pharaoh drowned in 


the 
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F 250 . Tv grone ee ©  * "i 
| thcredSea; H olofernes {l:1n 1n his bed by the hand 1 
| of a Woman; Nebuchadzezzar turn'd into a Beaff; } 
| Zenacherib loſing a numerous Army for a Blaſphe- Þ# 
my. Conſider Jul;a» the Apoſtace ſtruck from 
{ Heaven wich a Dart. . The Tongue of N:cavor ca- Þ| 
| ten out by Birds ;' Hel:odorms viſibly chaltiſed from | 
} Heaven. How many have been corn from. the 
| Theatre to the Grave? HoW many rucken blind, 
E eaten by worms, and Covered with botches? Alas! | 
how will each creature become a Sword and Arrow |} 
& of God to puniſh a'l our thoughts, and inordinate | 
 aQtons ! How will the Earth change 1ts nature, 
E tremble and ſhake with fearful gaſpings, until it have 
. devoured wicked and rebellious finners ? 
= ;, No ſooner had the Azgels conceived the fin of 
| Pride, but Heaven crycs out Murther,and could not 
þ endure them, No ſooner had fozah diſobeyed his - 


3 +* bur all che Air is on fire, all the Winds in 
| Þluſters, and all.the Sean rave and fury, whillt 1t 1s 
under the welzht of this poor finner. Alas then ! 
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he,that would bur nnderſtand this, he, that would 
 buropen his eyes to behold what I write, would ra- | 
| ther put himſelf any where in the Arms of Inno- 
| cency, thcnamong imaginary felicities in fin, and 
wickedneſs; ſince the omnipotent God , in Whoſe 
hands all the world is but a drop of D2w , ſo often 
complains he cannot endure ſin. O 
Od then, that we could but throuzhly repreſent 
fo our ſelves the miſerable ſtate and condiiton of 2 
| Soul polluted and plunged in fin | On horrour } O 
| great Indignity, to Worſhip, and ſerve our Luſts; to 
' adore our (inful appetitegas a bratiſh and vile God; 
| - | 0 


/ 


tofeti-fug our Hnpevtader, | 25rY 
' fo make the members of Chriit the members of an 
FT - Unclean Crearure!. We uſe to complain much off 
the infirmities of ovr Body, the loſs of our Goods, 3 
% thediſparagement of our Repuration ; but; oh 2d 
| hardneſs of our heart, the dulineſs of our underſtand- | 
” Ing, andthe Wretchedneſs of our Nature ! that man} 
| being no ſooner plunged 1n the pnddle of fin, bur] 
| his aſhamed Soul is drown? d, and immerſed in pen-! 
| - fivenels, melancholy,and deſpair through chatloath-i 
* ſome pleaſure, which paſſeth away like a Dreamgfur-$ : 
{ niſhed with an huge heap of ſcorn ; forrow, and miſc-y : 
_ Table confuſion 3 
 _ Howare thoſe choſen people of God (the Texc)] 
now become the Reprobate, God was once pleag'd} 
- todrive back the. Sea, ro make them a Paſſage from? 
_ their Enemies : bur alas ! how did their fins after-3 


_ wards drown them in Rivers of their own blood 2 
_ He once opened Rocks to quench their thirſt , and} 


NS afterwards dryed up the breaſts of ? 
7 oepbus: a the ſiege. women, who ſaw their Infants. b 

| js } CRP > \wher © Johann cheir Arms for want * | 
eleven hundred thou- , 
Fand were ſuppoſed OF Milk. He ſhowred Manna. ; 
dead. and clouds of 2ua;ls to ſatisfie 
their hunger, bur afterwatds af- 3 
Aiced them with ſuch a Famine , as that their piti- - J 
ful Mothers flew their own Children with their 3 
own hands, and eat them being roaſted to preſerve; 
Them from ſtarving, He carried them through De-3 
ſerts, but afterwards oave them as Carrion in the} 
Alreets to Beaſts, and Vultures, He eavethem a Land? 
fatand fruicful, . yet afforded them not food to fred 
ON, ner places for their Burial, es "2 
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F252 T he great danver of * "i 
* And was not fin the cabſe of all this > have not 
* the Jews been hicherto puniſhed to all Poſterity ? 
| Hath nor this nuſerable Nation above fixteen 
| hundred years gone wandring through all the Re- 
| gions of rhe Earth, and been abandoned into exile, 
| without Prieſts, or Temple ; without Sacrifice, or 

| Prince ; wichout Kinz, or Government (for neg- | 
E leQing and refuſing Feſus Chriſt in bonds, and: op- | 
| probries, i in Torments, and the pans of the Croſs) 
|} and was lt not hence,that God gave them afterwards 
| into the Arms of Infidels,and chat the libercy,whtch 
F before chey had for an Inheritance, afterwards ob-. 
E rain*d not ſo much as an honourable Servicude ? 
3 Oh God, how haſt thou thrown down thy. Foot- 
> ſtool | how halt thou made deſtitute #4 Royal 
-Pricthood ! no ſooner ( On bleſſed ovlour! ) 
| hadft rhod ſhur thine Eyes | feeped in tears, and 
{ blood ] over che miſerable Feruſalem, bur thou re- 
| fuſedt ro open them again, to ſhew them mercy; 
| before thou afforde(t rhem the Protection and afhit- 
* ance of Angels, which ſpeedily forſook th? Tem- 
Þ ple, crying out, Let i go hence ,-ler us go hence, 
| How ſoon did the knowledve thou oayelt them be- 
- come blockiſh,Qupid, and idle ? How ſcon did that 
| Empire, thou deflinzdft ro them over other Nati- | 
* ons, want the command of one inch of Lind ( ex- 
| cep pt dearly botight )- co weep over it, and bedew it 
F with the water yr rheir eyes,after they had 10 often 
'- Moiſtened it with their blood 2 
Great Eye of God ! which art ever open upon 
| tne fins of the world ! if thy own people cannor 
b ſteal th:mſclves from thy Lizntning-Hlaſhes ; : Gent 
 BÞ han 


4 fer v7 ring 0 our  Repentante, "25) Þ Ig 
| hand of Juſtice ! if ? ndgement begin at thy Hz 


who is able to refit thy tury ; When thou thunder«. ? 1 
eſt over our rebellious heads ?- If the man . + 
| after thine own heart complained ;x his Bones, and © 
b that he teck, no reſt becauſe of hy fins, how ſhall a; 
I Carr be baniſhed from thy fight 2 If the Y5xe be: 4 
- burntup for bringing forth wilde fruit, what ſhalt. | 
become of the Briar, that brinos forth none >  ]£.* 
| Nadab and Abihu were devoured {8 unfortunate; 4 
a VigRims | with the proper Coals of their own Sacti=:\Þ 
|  fices for offering falſe fire, when they came to the. } 
Altar, What ſhall become of thoſe, who are ſo far: 7 
from approachino the place of thy Worſhip,as that. ; 
they reproach the Altar of the Ecernal Teſtament. } 

* of Feſus (hrij/, and put far from them the day of # 


' Viſiation ? 


Thou then, that ageravareſt thy fins by. ſaying: | 
thou haſt not ſinned ! "thar with I rael ſayeſt, How: 
can we die, ſeeing we have not ift up the Name of our. 
God in vain, Eſay 7. 4:5» Oh conſider, that ag the! 
' corruption of the beſt men is the worſt corruption,:. 
ſothe venveance of rhe ſ{weetelt mercy. ket] 
will be the ſharpeſt Vengeance ; and God's own; * ; 
people, if they reje& him, ſhall be ſure tO feel his. 
afficting Hands 4 

But tor thee (fond Worldling ! ) who art Fs | 
ted with delights, and | with the Rich man fing-" 1 

eſt Requiems to 4, =; as having goods laid up for. . 
many years, Luke 12, 19, See,fee, at the door of + 
_ theſe Syrexs,or rather 4 Sepulchres of thy Luſts,the: | 
| ſmoak and ſtench of thoſe dainties, which have 


 beig grbencd thy ſins, ready to {motiier, and 4 
thee 


554 T he oreat aanper of 


: a ? . See, ſee thoſe Þleaſures, which (like Lo': 
| Wife, OVEL che burning Ruines of Sodom ) cry out a- 
5 oainſt thee with an Ervadd Voyce! Trayterous Plea- - | 
” ſures!Pleaſures Enemies to the Croſs of Chri/i,how | 
* have ye beguiled me? Alas ! Oh voluptuous, oh | 
& carnal Creature | bow ſhott a time will it be &'re 
| rhoſe members, which thou would{t not crucify by 
Pan noly mortification on theE Croſs of Feſws, will "+ 
E rormented wich thoſe pains, which the Juſtice of 
E God ſhall ſend thee ! Thar thou-ſhatt ſee che Splen- 
| dorof thoſe endleſs Deliehts, which thou haſt loſt by 
E cying thy ſelf to a Dunghill ! Ah IHufion 1. Ah 
E Wicchcrafe 1 | What ſenſe is there., to be calted Ce) 
W the Society of Celeſtial Joys, and to deſpi e them 
= for a miſerable fancy of pleaſure, to live 1n the pro- 
; | fuſe exceſs of thoſe unrepented-of Paſtimes, which 
| we ſhall one day have more caule ro-curſe , then to 
Vaheriſh 1 | ed 
] | Go then, oh thou ungratefull tO God ! ; HTO 0 
' fothy own ſalvation ! Go [1 ſay ] andplace thy 
' ſelf in a better ſtare of happineſs, and Tranquility ! 
"| Tocoyenant with fin, what will be the evenc? to 
| puta Repentance ſo dear, to give up the expe- 
Ration of Eternity,and the fruition of ſ0 many glo- 
: rious years, as a prey to one unhappy minute of 
* hd 2 Where tsthe faith thou haſt promiſed to 
| God? whereis thy precaution, and warineſs ? Dot 
* thouthink ( Oh deluded Soul ! \thar God doth not 
ke thy finnin» ? Canſt thou find out any place,where 
' heisnor, Pſal. 139. 7,8. So many Stars, wherewith' 
- the world is repteniſhed, are ſo many eyes of God 
| © behold thee ; yea, he humſelf 15 in'thee, even Li 
TE ”- ; 


d. ferving our Repentance: 255 'Y 
IR the boreom of thy conſcience. If therefore thou } 
WW wilt fin, ask leave of him ; Butalas, how vain is ic } 
ki tobegir of him ? how unlikely to prevail, ſince the 7 
"6 God of Heaven and Earth cannot but do right, and 1 
£ muſt therefore puniſh thy offences ? | *Þ 
© Artrthougoingthen to commit a fin, whoſe pat- 1 
F don 1s very uncertain, bur whoſe puniſhment 1: is ſure: I 

'y B% remember, that falſe opinion is ar the gates of : 

Its houſe, which deceiveth and bewitcheth all, char .. 

' come near it ! Ir will nor ( at firſt) diſcover is _ 
_. fearful events,and Tragedies ; -1t ſh:ws youa Cd 
© ber,wherein Beauty 1s preſented, which hiderh groſs. } 
deformities ; 1. preſents you with Smiles, Glances, 2 
# PFlatteries and Couttſhips, which carry nothing with ' - 
-them burrRuine.- Briefly, ir thews you Sports ang 


mM 


1 - Banquets, Tears and Funerals, all in one day. 


# | Where then are your periſhing pleaſures ( Oh ye; 

- Worldlings ! ) wherein ye rejoyced and wherein 

J you moſt of all delighted ? P:eſenc ple alures ye have | 

[- not, choſe that are paſt are vain, and comfort you 

not, and thoſe to come are ee I 

Fudge 6. Oh God, what is he then(who, bzhold- 

_ the PiQure of fin ) looks up” 

ON Sawpſo 2 With his eyes pulled out,pouring forth. 

& blood through the ſame holes: 

HH OOMf 3 upon Ammon , vieldin? up the ohoſt 2 
in a Feaſt at the foot of his Brother: upon Nebu- 3 

s chadnezzar, tranſlated from his Royal Throne to' | 

eat Hay with Beaſts; and did bur briefly ſee how 
" near heisrothe Chambers of death, and Hell, with © 
the Halters, Poyſon, Swords, Blood,Gibbers,Cruel- | 

—_ Lics,and Precipices, which are alyays atrending the | 
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poor linner) that would ever betray his Soul, Hea- | 
ven, and his God, to yicld ecicids thereto. f 
F Away then with thoſe D:| I12hrs, which ace bred in. | 
” the Tears of Heaven! What are Luxury ,: Vanity, 4 
> Maisking, Rioting, and Expence, bur the dangeroug } 
| Counſellours of Wiſdom, and ill Teachers of Mo- | 
| deſty ? And with What conlcienc can a faithful Soy/ |} 
| frequent ſuch pleaſnres, as muſt needs ({ain her pur1- 
E ty with many blemiſhes ? No, the ſees ſuch 7008 | 
E ments of ſenſuality to bz the Tinder of fin, and | 
> ſcandal to holinets ; ſhe bchojds evil enteriny into |} 
every gate of the ſenſe , and gozth our only at the } 
E oate of ſorrow , Which is not alvays open, and wifl | 
= no Way therefore be ſurpriized with ſuch zolden 
E .inarcs. 1 
E If thou further ſayelt (with thoſe miſerable ſouls | 
iv the book of Wildom ) come ler us enjoy pre- 
ſent bleflings , and ler us not torment our minds 
” with the time co com? ; let us ſpare neither rich 
- Wines, nor P<rfu mes; it us make Coronets of Ro- 
ſes before they wither , and the flower of our time 
fly away ? Alas! D tt hou delight in tbe pletſure 
of the Taſt, or the ſatisfying of hy Appetite? con- 
fder that great Fealts do (for che molt part) bein 
 Invanity, continue in rior, and (hill end in folly; 
* dfrentimes in repentance , nothing is there got- 
+ ten but a crazie Body , a Priſon of fle(h, and a 


©  Joathſom Sepulcher. Bur moſt of all unhappy are 
E thoſe Fealts, which the hunger of che poor accufeth 
B before God : : the ronygue & the rich Glutton hath 
þ for theſe fxceen Aces burned in Hell ; all his 
Bugs of Gold , all "his Tuns « delicious Ls + 
" 2- 


"rl defering our Repentance, -  » o 7 
Mita, having not lefr him ſo much water ag to cool if. - 
oat Ohappy 1s he, who thus forſakes nor his Fathers 
©} Houſe ( with, the Prodigal ) ro undertake a Baniſh- | 
bY menc in a far Counttey, where he meets with hugks © ; 
7 inſtead of bead ; being full of Phancaſms, Figures; j 
fas | illuſions, and vain hopes, like Dreams withour ſleep - 
"i; | whit the ſoul of man defers irs repentance, and .} 
$1) is outof the limits, which God hath appointed ir; 3 
well may itfind J-zs to lodge in, but will never 4 
- findan * Taal Bat when we have found the Centre 3 
"of Eternal reſt , and well tafted God, our heart © 
1 eaves wandrino in the Quagmires of this World; 7 
» havin? no more to do , ; bur to pleaſe him; who is | 
" the Fountain -of its contefrment ; the ſmalleſt 3 
& fireams ann are able to ſuffice a Million of } 
M Worlds : whereas all the Creatures of heaven, and 7 
f earth, and all thar which ſeems to ſarisfie our de- Þ 
F fires | :hat which inviteth the'admirarion of the 4 
i Wiſeſt . : all char winch enflameth the hearts ofthe. 3 
| moſt paſſionate (Lands, Seas , Thornes, Theatres, +? 
'- Armes , and Empires ) are but a ly drop of dew A 
| before the face of God. Oh ungrateful ;. and ſences 
* Teſs foul! when wilt thou beein to live toVod Lb 3 
tobe ſatisfyed with his countenance; and through a _ 
timely Repenrance tc bz ſarisfyed with his Felicity. 4 
And as for you , that put far from you the evill 
day , that tre upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch your 
{ = upon Couches, T hatinvent to your ſelves in \ 
fttuments of Muſick , that drink; Wine in Bowls, and. 
anoint your ſelves with the chief oyntment , At 0: 6. 
3,4. Oh behold all thoſe riches, thoſe honours, 
and pomps , 4s deceitful , and momentary tins! 
$ loo: | 
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 Jook upon all the objcas of pleaſure as flizting 
company , and wil at an inftant turr their backs , | 
| and foriake you : ! do you know how ſoon the clock ] 
| mayrfirike the hour of your dcath, every nighr the ſ 
- World is buried in darknefſe , waoerein we ſce (as in [ 
1 2 lictle Map) how foon our life ſhallend. And ſu- 
| re! y he thar walkerh not in the bright diy, which Þ 
? wy 3th no evening, 15 like the man , which walketh | T;: 
218 (hew , aud aiſquieteth hy l, elf im Viin, Pal, 
Bas. 5 j 
3 . Ohthen, put not off thy. repentance , {1nce thou a 
| knoweſt not whither this very hour may be thy laſt, þ 
t to lt outchy ſoul, either to Erernal « olory , or } 
j _wretchedneſſe ! Is 1t not a direct folly , ro believe {| 
"there is a Paradice , an eveclaſiin? life, and a } 
| Fi Chr:ff , Who of the Croſs made a Ladder , | 
\ To getup to his Crown of glory ? and yer to live } 
l | here with folded Arms, to I've ſecurely without 
E kcepin2 Watch, or Sentinel , in the migſt of our 
| fins? Surely none 1s fo weak, as he as thinks himſe)F 
* firong. He thar thinks ro rehlt Temptations, when 
E he oleaſerh , is ike on2 that would goto the Wars, 
J nd yet fumblerh ar | 11S OWN Threſhold ; for as 
| diſtruſt is che Mother of fafery : ſo ſecurity 1s the 
eate of danger. Waen Sitan then layes his ſnares. 
'toentran chee,Oh1mal ke thein inlicruments of vertue 
by a ſertous diverſion to better things, as prayer, ſta- 
dy,labo and bufincſe, and not ſuffer them to delude 
rbee with the vain appearances of worldly thin2s,and 
tranſitory pieaſu es! 
The tne 1s drawins on 3 when death ſhall {trip 
us to the very bones: , and leaye us nothing of 
£ at 


deferring onr Reprntance® 259) 
that , which-we- have done, and oiven for God. | 
How will it then comfort thee , to have ts gr C 
thy ſelf ro a Religious life, to have diſefteemed thy. 
ſelf out of the ſenſe and knowledge of thy own 
unworthineſs to have deſpiſed all worldly things ; 
and affected a retired life, to have fled from fn-'1 3 

mane applauſe ; and the ſplendour, Pomps ; and + 
Honors of the world ; : fo have born the want of | 
# neceſſities patiently ; to have. abſtained from ſen- : L 
} ſual and impure pleaſures, wich the temptations and 3 
j occaſions thereof; and(«ith readinefle of mind) to * 
have wholly given thy ſelf up to adoration , chanks- | q 
orv1ng , Prayer, repentance , mortification , con» 
if templation , and thoſe things, which concern che | 
! ſerviceof God: ? n 
_  Howmwiil ic (atlaſt ) comfort thee , when rhe day 
of thy life 1s finiſhed , to have made every actiott 4 
thereof a ep ro Ercrmity 3 to have held forth''a;3 
| modeſt compoſure of thy ſelf, and the government.) 
| of thy whole body, 1n oefture, attire , Tecrearion', I 
and diſcourſe ; to have” refrained rhy tongue out 
detra&ion , .contenion , to bear he loſs of ooods, 3 
ſorrows, fickneſſe , injuries, reproaches ,- ant 
other accidents, with undaunted courage ; to'give 
every one his dtie ; Lo be bumble 1 in proſperity, and } 
not dejeRted in adverſity : ; to walk with him , to' 7 
fix all our thoughts and defires on him ; and 4 
(for his ſak2 ) ro ſhun all frait, and tranfitory 
things? Briefly , to ſpeak ill of none, to deſpiſe _ ] 
ho man, to give honour its due, ro'compaſiionate } 
the afflicted, to embrace croſſes ; to regulate thy ©: 
affections , and throughly to purify chy chougat® 4 
and aff: :tions, S 2 | Ol | 
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Oh! What greater thoughts. of comfort can pol- | 


| ſeſs thy heart ( and without which O poer ſoul! 
> there 1s neither an ancer in heaven , nor menace XK 
- on cirth; which (eems not to conſpire thy ruin) then B 
> thoſe , Which brin2 co thy remembrance , a } 
© lively faith, purity of life, exemption from grie- 


+. yous (ins, poverty of ſpicit, humrity , charity to 
| | thy neighbour , clemency and mercy , affeQion 
E to the word of God, anda full.regenation of th 


$55 *% 
%- Fa: ,” 
*% 
- » v 
Rt 


E ) 
EF own mind to the will of the Creator, One ſole plea- 
= ſure taken 1n heavenly Osj: &s is a thouſand times | 
E More to be eſteemed , then all the contentments | 
t .of the World ; whoſe beſt fruition is but diſtur- 
= bance , an1 whoſe pleaſures but repentance. Oh 

& God, how happy would a ſoul be to conſider this, 

| andtoembraceall , which Inow write as a meſſage 

| ſent from heaven, to remedy the infinite evils, 
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|  Wiich environ our miſerable life | 


Bur on the contrary,Oh how ſid wiil it be, when 
thy conſcience ( which as Ph;/orerms ir, is che lit- 
tle confiftory of thy ſoul ) ſhall Git in a Throne , 


© with aScepter in her nand, and take the lib2rty to 
F fayunto thee,. wicked ſervant! recall thy thoughts, 
+ - words, and ations ! how haſt-chou beſtowed , and 
 miſpent the time of thy life ? how many 


days haſt chou carelcfly loſt ? what fluggiſhneſle at 
thy rifing ? what negligence in thy employments e 
how vrezt words ? how little works? why this cu- 


Tous Queſtion ? this raſh judgement ? theſe wan- 


dring eyes ? theſe ſtraying thoughts: ? why this un- 


| advited cenſure ? this angry paſſion? this falſe de- 
 "rachion ? why this days 1ntemperance ? that dayss 
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" Exciſe ? this hours neglect of thy God ? thar of un- 


Charitableneſſe cowards chy Neizhbour ? and {0 of 
me ret, 


Alas! then, poor ſoul! ſtrive oeedily t co oct off 


_ thar Palace , which is ſo full of iis, and charms! 


_ diſpute not any longer with thy tuſts, protraQ nor. 


_ thy repentance ; unlooſe thy enchanted Fetters,] 
 welgh Anchor, fer forward for heaven and EtermtyVs 
believe me ,a thouſand times will you blefle the hour? 
-Of this reſolution 1 Ah ! why argue you fill with 


© ſelf with ſo many cares, ſervitudes, and acetbitics] 


_ Bzhold how many lilly fiſhes ſwim afcer a rottenf 


Oh Hy away , cut the Cable of thy ſins, ſpread fails 


your own Thoughts ? why do you perplex your? 


of heart? blind ſoul? cankt thoulive one ſole minute! 
with'ſo many fruitleſſe defires? canſt thou reft % 
curely with ſo many blood-ſuckers at thy heels ?'g0/ 
and ſee the miſeries, which dayly attend thoſe, who! 
hunt after konours and favours, and worldly wealth3g 


worm ? how many battles do'lt thou wage ? hoy 4 


many ſweats of death do'ft thou undergo ? how o_ 


ny Icon gates do'ſt thou'break open , to ſarisf#the! 
leaſt of thy immoderate defires ? ©. then , every| 

day undo a knot of thy flavery , untill ar bat thou; 
place uy: (elf in thz liberty of Gods Cnleren ! 
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pr Death, hat it 1s , the Cauſe, Kinds FSR y , 
F- and innumerable Wayes 


thereof. 


F TT 1s the will of our infinitely wiſe maker {for our 
F 2reat advantage , and furtherance towards eter 
all life ) to have us under a continual dependance 
and expectation of our latter £24, Death ( as the 
Al Wo ice define 1t) 1s a ceafing from all the fun- 
tions of life , by "oo of the diſſolution of the 

l [Tt dear friends , ( the ſoul, and the body, ) or, if 
2 you will take it > as Divines repreſent it unto us, 


It 15 the depravation of life , as a pu- 
[Ger 2.17. niſhment ordain'a by God , to he 


Rom. 5. 12, impoſed on man for his fin, which 


15 the Uſher, or Harbenver of 
i ""mq 


& Had Adan; continued in his Integrity | he nad 
{Nor died; but having (throvgh that nao act 


O 
, E earing the forbidden fruit ) adventured upon 


Fre Pikes of Gods diipleaſure ; it was bur juſt with 
F- God (we being , in his hands, bur as . the clay in 

the hand of che Potter , Far, 18. 6 .) chus to puniſh 
E him , and his poſterity. Bur, if we {imply conſider 
| Death , 1t 1s not good, inſomuch » AS1t 1s the de- 
facing of Gods work , and 2 diflclution of the 
F Creature which Nature it ſelf abhors , ,neicher hath 
| 2t any real, formal , or Efſential being , as others 
+ of Gods Creatures have. Had it been created of | 
E God , it muſt needs have been good , fince be 


of Drath', what it it MOL. 


| (bein? our chiefeſt wed ; yea, goodne fl2 1t rei 
mult needs Creare chines 2 010d in themſelves, He | I 
ll {aw all, that he had criat ed, and behold it was ve 
” . good, Gen, I. 2. 43 
'/ Bur Satan (vre) by wig malicious Nature was 3 
”. the Author thereof : it was he, that broughr it into 3 
- the. world, God Lak: S n0 ge livhe In IT, And wy 4 
ever (as It 15a punt i ment ſor fin , andan effe&. of # 
fs juthice ) it may ſeem to have foe reſpect Fe. 3 
£001 in1t, and God ray be ſaid to be che emu 2 
thour thereof , eAmos 3.6. Rev. 1. 18. yet | 
was it never mentioned amoneft, the wo: ks of his 3 
hands, 23 
\ Our greateſt cars then will be, not ſo much ro | 
fear death, as 2 wicked: life , which will lie heavy I 
upon us ar laft, and keep us f:om enjoying Je= | 
ſas the fruir of rhe dead ) who hath deſtroyed. } 
the Kin2dome thereof, To die 15 natural and ne- } 
ceſſary { neither ſhould we be troubled to Day rat 4 
Qcbr , which ſo many Millions of all conditions 2} 
have paid before us ) but to dis finfulliy , that. 
only can make a man unhappy. - 
We here ſpend our time 1m Gloomy Deſe rr tw 3 
Pilerims , chat have loſt their way ; we ate toiled # 
upand down , like a {kup, tha. hero loft 11s Helm , 3 
and are like to ſee no Harbour of ſhelter in this | 3 
world , die we muſt , only let us make ready , by ' 
the p _ rations of a. o00d life,elſe there is is nothing 
that can comfort us. 3 
It's roo common a reception deed ; 2monelt } 
many ; thatdeath purs a Period to all ,our troubles 2 
4. ford life, and a ſweet fe bei? the Vulzar EY 3 
: 124- - verd) 3 


| 48 #1 Of Death what it ts, 
| vab) the ſenſe of their pain , more then theic 
F deſire of being freed from their fins, inviung the 
I haſtinciie of heir I1Þs. I confefle 1t in ſome way | 
E a happineſle , to cle Innocent , before we reach 
E the capacities of thoſe great cares, which uſually 
E here arrend 5, or before the (wectneſſe of our foul 
| be deflowered, or raviſhed by the flames ; and fol KV 
| lies of a froward Azz. Butalas! our corporal death W 
þ 1s but a ſeperation of ſoul and body, and common 
E as. well to the good, asbad, to the Prince, as M 
& well as Peaſant, as the woman of Tekoa told David, Wi 
E we miſt all dic ,. and are as the water Spult upon 
| the ground , that cannot be gathered up again, 2Sam, 
b 14.14. 
© But whois it, that truly conſiders the fearful Y 
ſeperation of ſoul and body , from the gracious 
| preſence of a mercifull God ; and inſtead thereof ; 
| to pertake a curſed fellowſhip with Satan , and his 
| Angels ? Who 15 it that would here live in a Priſon, 
| a Dunocon, a fink of fin , rather then. 1n a Pa- 
| Jace of royal freedome , and moſt glorious Man- 
= fion hereafter in nzaven ? Ah Lord 1 who is It 
E that doth nor cremble to think upon this fearſul 
- parting ? whoſe heart doth not ake within him}, 
+ Co think ( after that woful ſentance of condemna=- 
tion , AZ:r4 24.51,) upon the poor ſoul , that 
IS NOW 1n the pawes of Satan , deſcending cow ards 
- the botromleſſe Pic ? whar ſhreeks, what groang, 
F what howlinss and lamentations » Joth ir now 
* make > Alas ! whether ooelt thou , my trembling 
| Soul? Whet? tothe infernal lake of fire and brim- 
E ſtone ? ro-the place of rorments that are endleſle, 
L Eaſleſs, and remealletic?. 
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ard the numrable waJes thereof. 265 2 
Oh then if this be the death of the wicked ; how 4 
ſhould we fland amazed at the remembrance thereof; 3 
how ſhould it be our greateſt care and endeavour | 
co. avoid it > when duſt ſhall return to duſt, how } 
miſerable \yrerched will it be with thee ? how will 3 
I. 8:1eve thee to the heart, tobe bid ſtand in thy 4 
evil dayes ? to be taken irr the ſnare , and purſuit” } 

' of thy tinful courſes ? ro be drag'd to the Bar of 3 

| Gods Tiibunal ? and ro bid farwell to all things ? 
' thar have here been moſt dear unto rhee ? .$ 
. Time {| which is the meaſure of motion] 1s a ſwift 
| Thing;a5 faſt as I think, ſpeak or write , 1t out-runs 
- me, it's thz deareſt hing that is , and yer , how } 
ftrangely negleed? would we give worlds for a mo- 2} 
ment, Ut may not be had, Alas! how ought we then to 
1mprove 1t ro the belt advantage ; to be mortified- } 

\ tro theworldto keep a clear conſcience alwayes, to # 
number our dayes often, to apply our ſelves un-. | 
to wiſdom , to labour the afſurance of our ſal * 
vation , and wiſely ro order our outward e-- | 
Rate , that 1t May prove no hinderance tnere- | 
unto. NJ 
And Remember this, thou that art tempted t TI 
aty ſin ; remember thoſe eyes, that ſhillgrow dim 
in death, and thou ſhalt eafily curn chem away from 
Vanity. Think on thoſe Eares, that ſhall wax deaf in_._ 
death, and thou ſhalt op them at wicked Diſcour- ' 
ſes , confider thy Tongue » which will wax fff © 

_ in Death, and thou wilt have the oreater care Of = 

what thou ſo vainly ſpeakeſt ; ler "the nakedneſſe 

_ of thoſe that go our of this life , be continually 


b-- {ee Hy eyes, no poyerty ( 1n this br d ſhall 
eR not 


” 266 Of Death, what it is, 
* not heover-hurdenſame to thee; yea, 1:t the Crrears, | 
the2roamns , the. langwihment and anvicty ot ſpi..' 
ric of ſuch, as lie gaſping for their laſt breach, be$ 
continually betore thy eyes, and On!how wilt thou 
E contemn the delights of the world ? how lictle plea-F , 
© ſure wilt thou cake in the orcatelt honours , and falr-J j 
E eſt pleaſures thereof ? | 
E Let thy toul take hced in rime, let nor the love of | 
E the world bewitch thee, Die chou rut, it cannor B 
be avoided, but when tnou know2lt not, co the nd | : 
E that all rhe dayes oN * thy appointed time hou ſhould ſt: h 
Y wart till thy chanoe Coe, j Ob I 4. 4, Can chat | ; 
E Tennant be livhe ar heart , that knows he hall J | 
E Quick'y be turn'd out of doors, and yer hach no.Y 
© place provided, where he may put his head ? or 
| canſt rhou ear or drink,* or ſlzep quiet, and art no 
E way aſſured of a better dwelling, when this earthly 
: ouſe of thy Tabernacle here {hall be diſſolved? } 
Ah poor ſoul! be no longer deluded ! be not | 
{0 deſperate 2s to hazard. thy Eternal hapP1- 
nefl2 , for the ſhaddows of pleaſures the ſhad- 
dows of profits , the ſhadows of contentments , 
- Which are here below ; and are all doom'd by 
| the wiſelt of men to be nothing 5:t vanity and 
” gexatiou' of ſſirit , Eccles. 1,2. having bur a pain- 
red Bzauty ſet upon them , and carrying only an 
apPzarance of good , without any true, ſolid, or ſud- 
Rancial-00d ar all. 
What are Honours, B:auty, Riches, Lands, Hou- 
ſes, high Places, Wait, Strength , Acquaintance , 
or whatſoever el;e we bere enjoy 4 2 Are they not 


empty Viols, fading Bubbles ? are they nor full of 
| | L;bour,. 
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W {about , andis there not a ſnareinthem ? are they 
MM not blaſts, and flowets , that are ſoon one? 
by are they not common to the wicked as well as the 
"Fg ? ſurely they cannot help, they cannot ſatis- 
thy I fe in the evil day ; when death comes , all will 

A forſake rhee, and prove but as miſerable coimlorters, 

0d and deceitful friends. 
I Andcanſt thou then be ſo much taken up with - 
# Phony as to ſay with Peter, it 15 good being here? Canft - | 
ky thou be any way enamoured of this Temprting 
Wh Srrampet , the world ? from which thou canſt not *} 
I tell how ſoon thou halt be taken, Or knoweſt thou # 
i (poor ſoul! ) by what kind of bodily death thou 2? 
[* ſhalt be caken hence? whether through the defe& of } 
- radical moiſture , and heat ( which 1 in every creature - 
& are the Pillars of l'fe , as Lamp continues whil (t I 
$ rhe Oyl remains, and the fire enkindles that is fed '- 
i by 1t) or wherher by ſome viclent Way, Or accident, = 
A thy life ſhall be extinguiſhed 2 = 
Arethere not innumerable Diſeaſes, which ac- > 
! company our body ? 1s not every member loaden 3 
| with its infirmities ? one dies of the Hoze, ano-- | 
ther of the ſfrangury , a third of a arer foe ; ze + one <1 
in the bud , and flower of his time ; - another in his 1 
j decreeped pF ave ; ORC 's furiouſly ſnatchr by {ome . 4 
ſudden ſickneſle, another bes pining , and languiſh- *' 
' Ingin a Copſumption ; briefly what Fevers , A; pople- | 
b- Set; Gouts, Pluriſtes, Palſies, Worms, Peſt ilences, and 

many other ditempetrs , Continually lie1n Warr to. 

ſeize ons. 


Hence is it that the pirir of God , reſemble 
 Qur life, to a flower to the graſs of che field, to 2 


watch 


268 Of Death, what it is , C-- 
Watch in the niche, to 3 [gace, a Dream, 4 FR ot 
a weaver s- Shuttle » to the flighe of a Bird , | 
| Gliding River, £OA Fight, toain Hands breath, rol 
Span, yea, to Nothing. Plalm 102.12, Job 8. 6, & 
7.6. Ttaiab 40.6, Plaſm73. 20, & 39.9. j 
Beſides, are not all the Elements fubje& eo des A 
troy thee ? yea, every Creature Gods. Execut 
oner, to put a veriod co thy life , if he command i ie Un 
How ſoon can the fire burn thee, the water drown}; 
E | thee, the earth ſwallow thee, and the air poiſon : 
3 thee, and the ſmalleſt, 8nd moſt contemptible crea 
ture pat anend to thy life? How many thouſsndM 
die at the breaft, and inthe Cradle > How many inf 
the bud, and tender years? How many inthe fowerl 
of their youth? How many in their full and ripecÞ 
Ape? And when we come to the laft Stage of our} 
{ life;alas!How doth one foot ſteal into the grave after | 
| another ? fo ſubjeR is everv age of our life to] 
| bring deathunto ns ; andand who is. he. ( as faith | 
the Princely Prophet ) that liveth, and ſhall mt ſe 
Death? Pſalm 8 9.48, | 
Death fteals upon us as a Thief | unawares ] we 
know not whither we ſhall live till co morrow; when | 
we go out of doots, we know not whither we ſhall 
return, Have not many been ſnarch'd away ſuddenly? 
ſometimes in the houſs,, ſometimes in the field, 
| ſometimes in the market , ſometimes in company, 
other whilz alone ? How often in the midſt of our 
Mirth , yea, how frequent in the dep.h of our mourn- 
Ing? Do not our Tables ſometimes become our ſnares 
and our beds our graves ? are we not aliie inthe 
morning, and dead before night? and do we notoften 
_ go to bed well,and make it our laſt Reſt ? Ny D ; 


Ne Mr 


and the numerals Ways thireof,, 1. ; 


Nay, doth notevery Ach, and Pain, every fick- 
il Fas and diſtemper, every pray hair , and wrinkle' 
{ reach ns, we muſt die? And when we walk- thorow 
WW the Church yardsby the Graves, and Sepulchers of 
| our friends, de they not tell us ſo much ? Can we 
|| feca dead Corpſe carried to the Earth, or hearthe 
& Bels ring for a Funeral, and not think thereof? 
( Beſides it: ſpares none, ir pities none , it regards: _ 
i none, nor is cCeferred by any: the richeſt, the fair- _ J 
eſt, the wiſeſt ,the {tronzelt are all alike to death : q 
q which ( being like the Mower ) ſpareth not the 
li moſt beautiful graſs, ncr arethe talleſt Cedars free j 
ſl - from its ttroke. ? 


kh -- Alas!*thendo we not ſee how that whenthe ſout | 
ſt F which firſt quickneth the body, and by which ”_ 
ſn lives, and moves] once begins to leave it, how 3 
© ſoon it falls to pieces! Death gives but one knock I 
q' to this crazie metal , and it flies abroad, Theſe } 
| houſes ot clay will ſurely fall about our heads,, : 
{ though we patch, and mend them with our beſt Art. ; 
| The Phyſician may afford his beſt skil, to reprire the . 
| * ruines of this Earthly body ; yer will it be ſilk _ 
i. mouldering - Earth cannot long uphold Earth; the 
' ſtrongeſt body muſt at laſt yield to a final diffo- | 
lution, _ 
| - Ah, my God "uy "Er it cannot be avoided: = 
- but that] muſt ſhortly fall to the Ezrth, and be 
broken into pieces of the ſmalleſt duſi ſhould] not 
much rather think on my wretchedneſs, by reaſon 
of fin, then .be puffed up with thoughts of that 
which ought to ſhame me? Poor Creature as I aw; 
"Bpporied only with the helps ot other | Creatures, 
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Þ 270 Of Seath. what 7; is, 


why am T proud of that which ſhould hamble me? Y 
| Oh,remember how ſoon the prondeſt Tyrant may 
© become the pooreſt Peaſant! he, that was yeſterday 
| in theheighrof glory, may to morrow be deadin : 
duns-hill,and calt into an hole of the Earth, andff 
tis Proud fleſh become meat for worms! p 
| Inrimethen teach my heart,that I may tremble at} 4 
thy ward, and my foul, that I may grieve for ny þ 
> fins; anoint my eyes, chat] may look upon him, Kt 
whom 1 have peirced by them: Oh, my God, "i 
* the houſe of my declining body inorder , that ſee- 
& ing Imuſt die, and cannot live , Þ may firit die, that 
E I may hereafter |.ve.Teach me alſo to conſider, how R 
L Uunkit my mind will be for fo great a work as Repen- ly 
E tance, when every memberof my body ſhall be 
| tormented with pain; or were T ſure to repent, how F 
- would the viſit of friends, the advice of Phyſicians, RF 
| thecareand choughtfulneſs of ſetting things in or- 
| | ger, themourning of friends,and many other incum- 
| brances hinder me. 4 
And ſhall I be moſt buſied in the world, when I 
am ready to leave it ? Shall Ibe moſt taken up with 
diſtracted thoughts , when my precious ſoul 1s ex- 
ſpiring its laſt , and hath but a few minutes to ft 1t 
Flr for its great appearance before himthat gaveit? 
Shall I have not enough to do on my death-bed, to 
diſpoſe my ſelf for my Sreat journey, when ſickneſs , 
and diftemper of mind ſhall ſtrongly affail me. 
OQhlthat we did but know | 10 this our da y ]the 
things that do belong unto our peace! why ftould | 
we hardenoua hearts, why ſhould we defer our re- | 
pentance any longer T his mandies ro day,tomor- | 


and the imumtrable ways thereof, 27x I 
| row thou mayeit; yea, how many thouſands have | 4 
| ſunk down into Hel} this day,chat have dreamed of | 3 
| another. _ 3 
* Surely theSaintsof God are never ſecure in this 3 
vale of miſery, and ought always to'ftand in a Þ 
continual poſture of defence. whillt th ey are in their 2Þ 
ſpiritual Warfare, What [trivings? what contend- 
ings? yea, how bazardousis the fight between the 7} 
two counter-partsof fleſh, and the Spirit? fome- 
you the better part prevails,often theworſe,, Roz. | 
6. 24, And willit not ſtill be fo with us , whileſt 3 
we remain inthis houſe of fleſh, Gal, 17, 3 
Art thou not an enemy then to thy ſelf (Oh my w 
foul!) when thou ſo willingly makes thy houſe be- i 
come thy priſon; and puts off thy ſorrow for ſin, } 
' when yecthouknowelt not ( Oh ſad to conſider ! Tm 
how ſuddenly rhou mayeſt be taken hence. Is he } 
not mad, who, if he may have a thouſand pgunds' - 7 
offered him to Gay, will puzit off till ro morrow 2 2? 
' Ah! When then wiltthou be weary of this earthly. 
Cottage : ? when wilt thou ſay ( with St. Paul). I de- *: 
fr re tobe removed, and to be with Chriſt, 2 Cor.5. 2,4. ,-* 
My God! keep me from theevilot the world that _ 
my ſoul be not poiſoned thereby , bur that 1 may | 
account all things here, but as duirg and droſs in com- © 
pariſon of Chrift my Saviour, Pl. 3.2. Make me 
firſt dead inmy afection to the $24.0 that] may 
the more illidas die to live with thee.I am but in 
an mm, or Baiting-place, itisbat fora night, and 
away: why then ſhould I be troubled with the -' 
hard fare, courſe clothes, and bad lodgings, ſeeing. 
 E hall meet with better; at my journeys end. OhL 
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1 ” 275 Of Death, what it is} | ; 
A why ſhould ] be unwilli-g to leave the world? alas! 
- whence comes this loathneſs to part with it ? Is ſhe 
| not a cruel Step-dame to me? doch ſhe not daily 
| annoy me? doth ſhe not conitantly and hourly de- Þ 
| ceiveme? Ah! why then ſhould I not | through | 
faith} look  beyondt ? þ- 
| Surely, itisa great fooliſhneſs for a Lover to be || 
& conſtantto her. thatis continually wavering. Be- |} 
E  fides, were ſhe conſtant the world-is 0o fic match f.r | 
| thee. Lovers ( they ſay ) uſe to be like : but is | 
| there any parity hetweena various and groſs thing ; | 
and an uncompounded Spirit >. and therefore ſince | 


& ſhe is neither fir for thee, norcan be faithful to thee. 


EO bidthe world adieu, and betake thy ſelf to ano- | 
= ther Lover, in whom thou mayeſt have ſure and con+ | 
& Fant del! phr. ", 
© Forthertime is comins, | and thou knowelt not ' 
” how ſpon] when allthe profits, pleaſures, and pre-_ 
F fermentsof this life will leave thee; thy ſtrength, 
{. beauty, and witfly from thee, thy wife, children, 
friends & companions forſake thee: , thy cold, Glver: 
| dat nty fare, and coltly apparrel no way lteed thee, 
thy L nds, Mannors and ſ{ttately houſes no way de- 
lighythee: andall theſe rather encreaſe thy grief, 
[ thus ſadly toleave them | then afford thee th lealt. 
dram, or mite of comfort. e 

| Alas! whata rueful SpeRacle wilt thou can be, 
when the earthly houſe of thy body, ſhall thus be 
aboutto overturn i and thoſe = (ee ir, ſhall-ask, 
whoſe houſe was this? when: fell this accident out? 
S howarethe Pillars,and Foundations thereof ſhiken? 
1 was this the body, that lived i in eaſe, and content? 
K. - was 


Wn 2NK-. and the ininherable wates thereof. - + 2534 
was thischeman, attended on every hand with de- 
| lipht, and proſperity? Alas! where is its gloty > - 
 whar's become of its greatneſs? Poor man! } whiat © 
wilt thou do then inthisexrremity,, when thy body I 
# is totmerited with ſickneſs, thy ſoul with hotror 3 - 
''. livethou wouldeſt, bucchducanſt not; thy gas is 
ky art afraid; thatlittle time that is left, being no way 
i” ſufficient to cty out for comfort at thy laſt paſp, and -. 
tj. to {irugsle with the checks of thy accuſing Coh- 
þ ſience,and the fiery darts of Satans Tetnptations, * 
ki — Wretched Soul! is there any thing wantins to. 
| . makethy condition tiſetable, being thus caſt upoh _ ! 
\ thy ſick bed , where thou wilt tols and tumble : 
j withouteafe, or reſt; in the mornibp wiſhing it 
j| were night, and in the Evening longing for the 
| [ : Qay : when (as 7ob faid ) Th) bones are pierced PBlths © 
| i thee in the night ſeaſon, and thy ſtnewes take Bo reſts 7 | 
Then the Arrows A the Almiphry at within thee , the 2 
perſon thereof drinks up thy ſpirits, and the terrors of 


J Goddo(ct theinſelves in array againſt thee © 
| * How will it grieve thee ro ſee thy wife wailing] © 
and wringing her hands, thy childten cryiug_ thy _ 
' friends ſighits, thy neighbours condolins ? How - 
-- . willthy Conſctetice condemn thee, that now ſhould ' 
|. Comfort thee 2 will it not tell thee 6f-the tithe _ 
|. thou haſt miſpent, -of thegrace thou baſt refuſed - - - 
of the may opportuaities tho! haſt negle&ed > 
will it riot ſhew thee the fins of thy Youth, atid f& ' 
- pearthoſe of tiper Age ? and will they nor all break 
in-upon thee,” and ay, we are the works of thy 
hards,-atld we will follow thee? Nay, will they 
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* 274. OR OO Re” Of Death, what it is, 's i 


not all aggravate themſelves by every circumſtance] 
| andpreſent before thee the ſeverity of Gods Juſtice, 
E and ſ{trickrneſs of thy acconnt?  _ of 
| _ MerhinksI hear ſuch « poor ſoul to ſay, alas! Era 6 
E arcallmy hopes become like the Spiders web , or the | 
| . giving up of the Ghoſt? Job 8.14, Oh that it were | 
#® Spicred me to hvea little loager ? how would I F 
- - redeem thetime which T have miſpent: > how would þ 
I humble my Clf before G1d ,inreſpe& of my ſins, F 
E may life ſhould be reformed, my ow redrelt; | 
> howdiligently would I atre:: :d the houſe of God? bh 
E how attentively would I. hear his Word? how would] 
| Tfrequent his Ordinances ? how would I ſandifie | $ 
© hHis cay, reverence his Miniſters , love his People, |\ 
yea, better | mmprove "WY offer of Grace, and oppor-. | 
tunity of Mercy? 4 
' Bur alas! poor ſoul ! thy wiſhes are in vain; look | 
—— nee a ſee. how death begins to drag thee. 
| priſon, Thy eyes | 
begin to be "= thay canſt not ſee ;; thy ears tobe 
{ deaf. thou canſt not hear, How doch thy tongne 
faulter , ſo as thou canſt not plead thy own Cauſe, 
n.r ſo muchas bes a little eſp te from his fury ; thy 
hands are ſo feeble; as that thou canſt not defend 
| thy ſelf: thy feet Ire benumbed,thou canſt not move 
| fromhim, yea, every parc begins to ſuffer a difſo- 
: - Iution,, 
Ah! whata cold ſweat is now. Ge all 
thy body! How art thou become the Image of 
den-h ? = pa'e is thy face » how cold thy hands 
and feet ? how ſtammeriog thy ſpeech in thy firs of 
- Fainting ? what c rubding , and chafing to 7-5 heat 
in 


4 
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WW "od the FOTORES Fe wajes thereef 25 
In in *y Iv 6 fimbs ? «l1a%) Fw dorhe K FAY of the 
uw houſe tremble? the ſtrong: men bow down rthemſclues , 
Wh andthe grinders ceaſeEcCiel. (2,3. 50MEtimEs thou art” -- 
6 ſwounding, then fetchtagain ;- one while thy foul re= | 


© tire; then it (revives again'; ontil ar laſt the flver 


C6 "i of thy life it looſed; ard. chou takeſt thy laſt & 
| farewell. of all - thy « companions , uncil the great b 
jb q | and taſt Aſſembly. Rs, E - 
U -- Whileſt in the mean time the ſob! thus departed, K., ; 
ME bath lefe the body a Lump of Earth ( vuply and” - 
of loathſume) cold as a fore: Riff as a Stoke + fic for 
WW no place, bat a hole in the Earth « tit for. no compa» cj 
i ny, but putrified Corps Th: d zareft friends in life: :.. 
= Have now no pleaſure in it, neirher can ( without 
bf rears) beholdir. > And whether muſt it go, wheait _ 
| hath !sft the houſe of Mourners, but to the Cham . 
b. bers 6f death, where worms ſhail conſume.tchefle ſh; 
Ii ard the bones movnlder ro duft, and may fay a Wy "74 
Wl The: frave is my houſe, 1 have wats my Bed in dark- _ 
ly - neſs. .[ have ſaid to corruption,thon art my father, > to the * "3 
x wormeyje are my mother, and my ſiſter, Job17-13,14-. _ 
_-* Ohihen F wy God ] that chou would imbicter. "I 
| 1:to me all the ſinful delights, the (ading pleaſure, 
| and vais profi:s of the world ! } © that every day I 
| might be more mortified to them in my affeRi- | 
| ons! that I may not pur off my Repentancetill weak. |. 
{ nefs and old age overtake me 1 The firſt froits, and. 
| not the gleaving: belong ro my Creator, Eclef. 12. Ws 
+ who will not be ſerved with the Devils $ leavings. Z 
.. Doth not'that man deſerve to' be laughe ar, that' 
goes to ſow iti time of harveſt, when others reap.” 


I Our Repentance is ſeldom ſound 0N our Death-bed, 
L.: T2 | which | 
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which is no fit timeto beginit, ſickneſs and old age 


being the tire of reaping , not ſowipg our coin- 
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Happy then are thoſe, who remember their Crea- yl 

For in the dayes of their youth, While the evil days come Ti, 
wot, or the years draw nigh, wherein thou ſhalt ſay, I 
have no pleaſure in them,before the duſt ſhall return to the Wi, 
earth as it was, and the Spir t ſhall return to him that 
 gavezt,Eclel. 12 1,7.This is that which will make us 
' 'fowalk boldly in the dark land of dearth, and ro 


| ſhy with St. Paxl, T paſs not all, neither is my life 

| dear unto me,fo as | may finiſh my courſe with joy, Atta W 

F 20.24. Itwas neither life, nor death could ſeparate him W 

| . fromtheloveof God inChrift, 'W 

And waSit not this which ſtill made the Servants 

and: Martyrs of God fo heart-whole in all their | 

. ufferings ? fo merry-inthe Dungeons , and Priſons; | 

' ſopatient incheir ſcourgings, and whippings,and go Y 

ſo boldly.into the flames, to. the Rack, tothe Gid= | 

_ ber, to wild Beatts, yea, into-ajl kind: of ſufferings, 4 

_—__—__ . ooo | 
Whit, though their bodies were in P.iſon., their 
fouls were at liberty, they ſawilife in death ; a life- 
10S up, 1n being caſt down; yea, n»ſach joy, as un. 

der the Croſs. And never were they. at reft within: 
th-mſ-lves, bur till crying nur, Shall 1 a{wayes dwell 

8 M: ſheci, and have my habitationin the Tents of Ke* 

dar? P/4l.129.5, O; who ſh:11t lremove out of 
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-7 That onr -grites PR are, in :n Life, Ponld be; how. 
_ tobe well prepared for Death. T 


Edicationis he hard , and difficult work of. a 
_Clrifſtian, It is that whereby we enjoy God, 


{ - ourſelves, and the Creatures: God by a hoiy con- | 


b: .- templation of bis glorious eſſence, propecties , words 
(.- . and works : our ſelves by a ſad, and ſerious conſidera 
| - tion,of our miſerable elltte and corruption by nature; 


# - and the creatures by a diligent examination , of cheic , 


{ - - infinire variety, their natures, ends, and uſes; Iris. 
"' - thar which ſeparates us from our ſelves, which makes * 
} us Converſe with Angels to walk with God himſelf s 

- Gen5:22,Yeatd ſet the Lord always b:fore our Fyen, 3 


if "Ow 1.6.8. 


{ = Beſides, it draws onr alfe8icew from torch td heas 1 
Is 7 it ſanRifies us in every conditition, it gets good | 
” out of every company , arid occaſion ;' ir directs the 
» . Judgment , ſoftens the heart, quickens the affe@ions, 4 
, puts the whole man.into a holy frame, and 1ſpo- * 
 fition towards his Creator ; yes, what more pleaſing 
to God, what more profitable to man, could we but | 
tieup- our thoughts , and make them to meditate in 
. the Law of God ddy and night, Pſal. i. 2. Or could 


__ © we with David, but prevent the night wa!cnes, tO me- | 


__-dirate in his ftatutes Pfal.119. 147. Oh how ſweet 
_- #hould we find the meditation chereof ,” P/-1, 19. 10. 
- 104-34. Its dearer to &g then thou! ends of Cold. and 
— "mor; Pfal 119.72. + 
- Andyyer all this while, ic is but oft has: ro me« 


| Hare on our death:, unlefs the. meditation thergot | & 


= 
” hl 


4A T hat oar greateſt (are, in Life, ſhenld bez 
| draw us unto a ſerious preparation thereunto ; 
" and thereforc all thac hath formerly been ſaid; ought 
to be a preparative to this preparation; it. being 
otherwiſe in vain to know the nature , cauſes and © 
| conſequents of ceath, the wocull eſtate of the wicke {\ 
| the happy condition of the godly, after this life, un- 
Jeſs the knowledp of theſe things , work in our hearts - 


.a holy care,ro pals tae rime of our a, dere: 1 it 
fear, and t-embling, m0 B 
| Wacchfulneſs, is an eerdif ing of all the Graces of. Pp 
| the ſoul, which are given to keep our ſouls awake. | 
E We have enemics aboutus thatarenot a fleep, and 
| our wo;ſt Enemy is within us ; and ſo much the 
; worſe, becauſe fo near. We live alſo in a world of 
q ;Temprations, and wicked men are fu lof malice , we 
are paſling through our Enemies Countrey, and need 
b therefore to have our wits about us. The Devil alſo, 
| Satthe endof every good Action , and therefore 
E| have we necd to keep all our graces in continual 
y everciſing, Yea Death is every day and- hour 
drawing' near us , andtherefore, how ougat we 
Nill to be in a continual watchjulneſs. 
* CGoodthovughts of Death, are (indeed ) the ſeeds 
| of immortality : and our only miſtery is;to die well, 
* and as Solo» ſaid to Creſws ) rhe laſt day of our lite, 
is the only critical day, wherein to judge, who 
the happieſt, or the unhappieft min, and all the Ai- 
fairs ofthe world endin:one great Afﬀair of the other 
life ( which is-that of the judgment God will give 
Upon our ſoul at its paſlageourof the body ) what 
wanzer of men(lairh rhe Ay noftle! "80 t:we then:to be ? 
F.ow 7 ſhould holineſs, ard preparation bz conjoyned 


in 


"ow: to be well prepared for Death NO 279. 


2 ” all- our: ations , -fince every any (-1 7 hour )isa. 
F littie part of our life. | 
Y . Thefiſtquality rodie well then is, a Aiklotion of | 
conformity , ; and ſubmiſſionto the wil mM of God, Bur 
alss! how farare wefrom-it, ſince (now a days } 
throughout the world we ſee nothing but mourners _ 
who are loath to live; or faintheart:d crextures that 
would never die > ſome cry ourtindeed,come to me, O. - 
floggiſh Death, thou haſt forgotten me ! whatdo [.:4 

here : & 1 an: but. alving Death, znd- unp: ofitable..* 
_-_.. - bardenro the carth > Ah death-!: + 

Ehes eu tia miſtrs halt choa ears of brafs, and Dia-. 
one Te, &  mongr me aloce Canſt thou. E 


fleates 0citios clundere 4 
© faena neg © , NOt ſhut vp wine eyes, which [ | 


Boz , Carm. x _ caily. drow, 1n my Tears ?. Bat. 4 
: 1” when we ſee oneto:die young. f 
freſh fonrifhing in hononr , wealth and- prolperity 


| how CEnary: out upon death , @5c:uell and ma alici-- I 
ous, What? To tai his young berrothed virgin,” q 
_ thispoormaid , TAPER 4 Husvand , this 'excel- ; 
Ientman ?. What : > torlay.hold on ons o neceſſary, - 7 
andbeloved, in theflower of bi; age 1: why carher. 
cook it not away this: Beggar , £t15 C riple, who 
hath not wherewith to live ?. why took it not away. 
him, who daily dies, yet- cannot ae once; Thus mY 
our humane reſpeRts lem 0 withftand, end dillke | 
the providence of God 1 - 
Door eyes of aBat:! ___— "__ no hi ns bu aa 
neſs; and yet would give light toche . No.we. 
know whom wecontend vithall, vw by w_ do we. 
' murmur ? Who knows. our condition berter he 


Hs qimighty? ?, What m:le cries: might in, time have. - 
CE ia mended | 


#229 T hat our greateſt care, in Life, ſhould be, ' + 
attended the flouriſhing youth 2 What wretchedneſs | 
deciining old Age ? what ſhipwracks , aad miſadven- | 
cures the rich, and wealthy 2 What affronts, and |} 
diſgraces the Proud, aud Ambitions ? And how far } 
{ (through a longer lite ) it pleaſeth him ro. make the } 
|. poor and miſerable of the world , a ſpcacle of. pax | 
| tjence ? Why then do we complain of the: divine |} 
hand whoſe providence we ſhould admire ? Why &o - 
| werepine at the maſter of the the great family ,: who 
| (having ſeen anend of his ſervents Taskes according | 
| xs he appointed, and intended them ) pives them 
>. rheir reft,and reward according to the hour of the day 
F they came into his vice-yard? Þ 
| But much rather being. here cen'inully among. 
© Rocks , and dangers, and there needs but one hour - 
| to get or looſe all our happineſs ( the day of Judg- 
| ment coming with the pace of a Thief) how oughe. 
| we daily to expe&t death, to ſtand perpetually on. 
| ourguard, and as hourly to expe& the approzch: 
| thereof , ſo neverto ſhut oureyes, without furren» 
F dering our ſouls tato the hands of him, who ( as he re- 
| quired not advice when we ſhould be born ) muſk: 
| needs think it preſumption in-us,to ask when, or how-- 
| we ſhall die and depart hence. Re 
-Oletvsþid adiew to this world } let our memory: 
| (inafilent repoſe)be freed from all the-remembrances 
| thereof! let not the ſmalleſt thread ofour Tmaginatis 
| On be tied here to theearth, bur let us( with languifh- 
ing fervours | paſs our time in the hopes and expeRia-- 
| fon or abetter life! ſay to. thy ſolf., we brought 
| notfing into the world, neither will ye carry fo. mucÞ: | 
$a deſire out of it contrary. to. thoſe gle whom 
Sit EG Ls 


W how tobe well prepared for death. 2% 
| -Pjiloſm * 7/470 mentions , who tied themſelves ſo 
Wn -- 60[M3, LC Eine Ei 
© -* much to the fleſh, as that atter death, + 
they would gladly fnde a palſage into ir again; 
F whereas, they ſhould much rather have contemn'd 
* theremainders of an age, already ſo much tainted by - 
A, 1, as. 
# -Sayfurtherto thy ſelf, ic will noc be lang till my. 
0 eyes be (hug, my body become troubleſome to all that 
arc near, itunleſs ſpeedily yielded up tothe earth; 
F and no ſooner will death abſent me from the eyes of 
s my friends, but forgetfulneſſe will draw me out of © 
F . cheir heart. My foul is inforced to inhabit afickly 
# - body { likea Queen in a ruinous houſe, ora Birdin | 
| * anevilcage )encountring with all ſorts of pains, and.. | 
= maladies, O God! whata favour then 1s it to be * | 
| baniſhed from ſo many flones, gravells, gouts, | 
— Collicks Sciaticks > From ſo, many pains of head”, 
 Teetd, hearc: from hunger, thirſt, inficmities , and- _ 
| all other difeaſ:s which Mic a frail , and momentary. 
= "HE _— 
| Our firſt abjeQneſs ( and that which is of power... 
{ _ ſufficient ro. humble the greateſt ſpirits of the world) © 
f 1s, that wehave been an Er r:3ty in Nothing, For” | 
if we MOUBT , Or aſcend upward - itwe reckon mallt- _ 
; ons. oj years, and Ages, we ſhall find nothing bur -. 
| libyrinths,and Abyſſes of this great Ererni;y,withour, 
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282 Thatoar greateſt Care, in Life, ſhould be, 4 
' tothe bones, become duſt, and confamed, to be redu4 
ced into the Maſs of Elements from whence we came# 
whileſt the immortal foul thinks it-loys , untill ie 
be aSain reunited to that body, from whence ſhe hat! 
been ſo long ſeparated. etal 
| *And ſure it cannot but much abate the pride off 
the moſt vain-glorious Rodywwnts, to think y>0n al 
Bear , andupon that large grave whereinto all man-] 
kind inſeaſibly finketh, That is it, which-70þ calls, | 
the ſtones of darkneſſe , ana the ſhadow of Death, Job. | 
25. . Y : # 1 
- ow oreat, rich, ative ſoever we be, but the duſt 
of a ſepulchre, and like the richeſt Diamond cover- 
ed with earch) do appear as nothing , carrying noth-, 
ing with us at laft, after all our oftent, and regallity, 
but a fatall glory to our Tomb. oo -__V 
Yet alas ! how how do we fee men, who having 
already one foot in the Grave, if you ſpeak to them 
of Death , or the Afﬀairs .of their conſciences, all the 
ſpirit remaining in them , is perhaps for two or three 
hours beſieged by an infinite number -of worldy., and 
_ Eiſcontented thoughts , ready to flie in your face; 
How nnwiling are they to receive the ridings. of 
cheir deyarture hence ? how loath to harbour thole 
impreſit3ns , whicaz may make for rhe.advantage of 
their ſoul > How little do they prepare for the day of. 
God, which muſt make the ſeparation of their ſou], 
from their mortall members. | PE 22: 
 Alas!where are we ifthe thoughts of Death(which 
1s the Torch of Gods Juſtice to light us to this great 
Tribunal) do not a wake us ? What ? have we 
made a bargain with hell, and the puniſhments | 
"ARNE: nn ne ©. Ss 


F © Aw be well prepared Fir Death... __ "0. "23 
b | thereof: ? Or are we Torment-provt , and. fo think - 

* ' nor-to feel. them? Is there any. man, who hath _ 
| f learned to abide amons burning coals? Is there any; - 

j opid have the miſeries of old ace, which, he ſo much 

| admires > Ought we to think that a defeaſe, which. _ 

| God hath inrended as a Remedy ? ought we to refuſe = 

b ! that Phyſick , which never fails the cure of our | | 

be maladies? 3 -Þ 
j The: great ones of he mth have 7 in | all times Y I 

done what. 'rhey could to prolong Lneir life , and yer | 

. amongſt all the Emperours which were through fo 

'R many. "Apes. there was not any who attained to 2: © 

| hundred years, and fome of ok were to loaden_ | 

| with cumbrarices of the world, as that they ' freely be- - | 

| rook them to ſuch a poor. :nd retir'd life,” as they | 

id thought might ſome way PE and abate their. | 
j* troubles. _ 

- Thou then that art lis to part with this] 
— Gunghill, this earthly cottapge.to injoy life of perpetu- 
alljoy.: love, beauty,and felicity,think but how wil- 

- bog y the glorious martyrs of Chriſt, Sacrificed chem | | 

ſelves , in as many torments as they had members; . 

_ They preached on croſles , Sang in flimes , triumph- 3 

ed inwheels: Deſarts, and tears , ſcorchings, and- - 

\ ſaows were nothing Lo them i in the) way to that glory. pe 
for which thou wilt not reſolve to forſake a Dunghil); = 
What may we then think-ofthee ( O ſoul, many:times.- | 
unoratefull ; and diſloyall! } that heaven ſhould- _ 
Open If ſelt to thee , and thou wilt neither. im . 
IN it, or open thy heart to love him that of- - 
FETs | 


D Alas what wilt. thou anfxrer, when Gaol ſhall wy 
$250", — —- _ unto. 
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7 F 284 - 7 hat owe greatef Carey ia Life, fronld «” 


unto thee , I created thee like unto my ſelf , 1 madg] 
the a little God on earth, I imprinted on thy by 
head the character of my oreatneſs , the Sun ſhineds b 
on thee, the earth ſupporced thee , the creatui _ 
cloathed thee and yec thou haft forgotten me ; Of 
Admirer of thy ſelf, and ignorant of my works 1 
thou haſt ſo ill husbanded my goods, as that thou 
haſt changed them into evils, | gave thee mercies B 

& thou haſt made Arrows of them to ſhoot againſt ls 
me, thy own intereſt and humour reigned , whileſt 
my honour ſuffered, Yea thou haſt put far from thee | 
The evil day, and not numbred thy dapdwich ſpiritual | 
wiſdom. \ 
All about us is ſuficient to eiVE os a leſſon of the | 


| ſhortneſs of our life , and how we g0 into our Tomb | 
|. like drops of water into the Sea , when we think not | 


onit, The cornedies every year to the reot; The 
vine feelsas many deaths as winters, and attains not 
the time of thoſe Drunkards, who ſurfeir on its juice, 
fiftie or threeſcore years making up its age, aSalfo 


 ofPear-trees , Apple-trees, Plum-trees,Cherry- trees, 


and other ſuch = Moſt Creatures amongſt us, 


FE five but li:tle while. A Horſe vſuallyends at 1 wenty 


| years, a Dog at the ſame number, the Oxis con- 
B pented with ſixteen, the Sheepwith | ren, Pigeons and 


many other flying fowts live no: Long afcer , as ifall 

this ſhould ſay unto us, what do we ſo long i in the 

ſales lince al things chat muſt ſerve our uſe, laſt {0 
[Tile 7 

_ All things willingly return to heir ſource; the 

waters ceaſe not to glide alongand render themfelves 


Pi the Qcean, The Rays of the Sun conch. the 


earth - 


- Jawrohe woll Prepared for Death, © 285 
| aeth; not forſaking their Star. The brancbut of 
| the Tree return their verdure, leaves; and fruit to 
A theroot; andſhall we not haſten to bim, who was . 
M our beginning ? fay then to thy ſou}, O chou- moſt 3 
happy, .goneas thouart our of the deſert of this - 
world, dwell now in the everlaſting delights of } 
God! Take away theſe vanities , which have too 
i: long flattered me with the ſplendor of a deceitful 
a World. OR 
_. And what is it ©) ond Worldling! 7 which 
i makes thee fo much to. fear Death ?. You will ſay, 
Y it15a pleaſure to behold the Light, the Sun, Ele- 
i! ments, and Seaſons: but will it not be much more 
| ÞJdelight, to-ſee them one day under thy feet > O;but; 
thou would*t {til} perform the aQions of life ! A+ 3 
las! haſtthou nor lived long enough in the enter= |? 
rainment of travel, and miſery 2 Art thou not like' |} 
fiſhes in the Sea, ſtill ſubje& to Nets, and Hooks? \ 
Doft thou not here live(as between two dangerous | 
Rocks(between, & miſery envy? arc thouro x=body 
not'tied continually, as to the tending of an:In- *' 
_ fant, a Foo), or Sick man? Have you. not miſeries I 
enough in yourofien clothing, and unclothing , 
- =*iling, and lying down, drinking, eating, ſfl-eping, 
|. buying, ſ&ling, and a Labyrinth of other aQions, $ p 
= which -perpetually turn, and return apon-us:. | 
_ Oh! Had'ithou but ſeen the world but thorow 
alitlegrate, chow had'ſt ſeen enough of it?'What | 
behold you in the ſtreets,but Men; Houſes, Horſes,” 
_ Mules, Coaches, which: tumble up: andidows. -witle _ 
petty trifles: hanging out at'Stales, and deceicful* : 
people, F with have many times: no" other- T ade, - 
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286 Onygreateſt care im this life, ſueuld te: * 
then to devour one another ?.Cr did chou but con- 4 
| fider the danger of living in it, or the ſuddenneſs } 
d _ of jeavins it, we would not {o much embrace and 1 
 defireit. Weread of Ceſar the Preter, that he di. } 
ed in putting on his Shoes ; Laucirs Lepidins ſiri- | 
king his foot againſt a Gate , Zemxis the Vainter , | 
© looking ona picture of an old woman. which he | 
| had made,Torgratss eating, Anacreon drinking:ſome | 
| with joy, others with ſorrow ; fome marrying., : 
” others 1n their Infancy, and flower of their Age. *' 
” . Why complainyou then of death 2 whereas | 
> . you ſhould much more betroubled, if in fuch a 
t- hfeas this, there were no death © How ſad and 
| uncomfortable a thing is it, to ſee men! worn with 
years, aud cares, infupportable to all the world , 
irklome to life, -inexpugnabie. to death -men old 
as the earch, inceflantly calling on the hour 
| of death, and almoſt eating one another: with 
 - deſpair.” Hath not God well provided herein, that 
{ . ſeeing our ſoul is ſhut up inthe body, as'in a Pri- 
& ſon, be hath madethe chains mortal that holds us? 
If alittle Nightingale were ſhut up ; ( though in. 
| a filver-cage fer out with curious, and delicate 
% painting) would it not .much rather ( if choice 
wereto bepgiven) ſoar in the fields, at 'the firſt 
approach of. the Spring, and enjoy day-light with 
all other Creatures under heavens vault,: then re- 
main in its precious priſon. - And ſhall not we 
willingly leave our bondage, and with chearfotnelſs 
fo our from:our worldly pomps, which. fo much _ 
prejudiceth our liberty , fince if we duly confider 


- with our- ſelves, all the brave fortunes , which 
| — hive 


 Hiww tobe well prepared for death ; 


on have ſo muci: Siory, and lyſtrein the w orld. ard . 
il | . but Silded {hels, no way OPTIO ro 0 lidey | 2 
Wo of Gods Children. . - 
& - Olet nothing then Jifhearten as to leave and- 
in forfake theſe wretched Lodgings of firaw,, and- 


[  morter, to'po into an Eternal Palace! neither let 


/ -usbe troubled at any thing , which may befall our. 


neareſt Friends, an Relations after their depar- ; 90 
ture, ſince weleave all under the Royal Mantle of 
the Etern al Providence, who taking care of the | 
flowers of the Fie! d, of Birds, Bees, and Ants, :4 
will not forſake reaſonable Creatures. | : 


Solomon \aith,. Man pgoeth to his long home, Eclef. T 
|. I2.5. and ſure a ſhort, preparation will not fit fo., 
{. . long a journey. Othen, let us not defer our Re. | 

: Es; wad the laſt ! [et u us not have our oll to 
; _buy,when we are to burn it; but ſo - 


At. 25. 10. to diſpoſe of our ſelvs,that when we 
WM are to die, we may have nothing to 
U Co, bur to die} For if a ſinners whole life, 1s but 
 -- (as S.Baſ, ſpeaks)a very tran- 
 m7pag brine: PTY  litory abode: - if all his days: - 


{|  Bafilin Pſalm 14 pag. were but few, and yet full of _ 
Ul 249. 


miſery, how ſhort mult be 


S the pleaſure ofa ſing! ein? how ſhort when com- 


B pared with. the fcantling of a life> yea, how n0-. c 
| ..thing, when compared with the Led of the = 


| "poniſhmenr. 


* >Phlegon (one of the cief curions PO OE"! his: Y 
/ Ape) confeffeth, that having exaQly looked into = 
” + allthe pus of the Roman Empire,'to find - out | 
| men and women of a hundred years, he could _ 
Es | TT ”— ſcarcely w 


"Y 288. ” 'Onr nr Createſt Cave yi this life, Raul Tell 


J " Rareely meet with enovgh to fil one whole leaf of v4 
{ Per, ba: of choſe who died within fifty, he could hive 
F filled many great Velumns. Happy then are tlio Þ 
| - who always think on theif litter end ! Fircanys eng 
difiraded by his daughter ©6 recover the Diad:m, 
| which was duz unto him by birth-right , and aken 
| awayby Tyranny ; replyed, Davghtet , the Tiriz þ 
* iscome, wherein I ſhould rather think of a Grave; | 
then a Regal Throne. You ktjdw what OPinion I [ 
| had of greatneſs in an Age and Condition , wherein Þ 
rightly I may cheriſh ic, 1volyntacily fotſook | it, 
| preferring Repoſ: before all the Crowns 6f lie 6 
| world. Now tost Ia + in the Haven, would you | 
L callmeirte the ſtorm? Dayghter, 1:avs ſuch words, } 
| I have ſcen too maty mile: ies, ſpeak Lo Ifie of my 1 
 Srave, and not Scept:re. | 
And traly,feeing we are ve: y hortly bo depart: out 
Of this world , we ought to have butore care, which | 
is ro entertain our ſott, ift thar Nare we defice it \ 
ſhoulJ part ou: of this [ie . Ic was the faying. of - 
F OfNe 4 lying UPON h:s Death: -bed, 
B Hugo. Card. | a time wherein we may with much ; 
- __ advanitagedifcovet the vanities of - 
| - the world |7 ake away theſe Vaniti's, farl proteſt, f it gy 
| wereit todoagain, I had rather die in a Monaftary RNs. 
then with ths Scarlet Robe of a Cardinal : whetenft * 
we may ſee , thar the grea'eit perfeRions 6f imitid 
and body, often draw along wich them # certainy 
Fate, which affordech tto long cortinuatice ;- but 
rather the lives of Roſes; which in the evenitif 
| makea Tomb, of whatin the Feng they made 
. a Cradle. Rn 
w 


bow to be Well prepared for Death. © . 25 28g. ”" 


| Wet cannot perceive the ſhadow moving upon 2 J 
| | Dl, but yet we find it is advanced . whilitweare # 


| gazingon it, wefall: into the world asa little dew 


|. intoa River, or like drops of Rain into the” O- I 
| cean, which neither feeleth the approach, nor de- 2 
|  parture. The fame day which lengtheneth our 7 


life in the morning , ſhortneth it in the Evening; 


_ and all Ages walk that way our Fore- fathers paſſed E 

on; we paſs, and others follow us. And what # 
do weleave behind us ? worldlings die like Swal- | 
tows, and leave nothing but a Neſt of morter 7 


3 and ſtraw. The ambitious man periſheth like & 


| Spider , which leaves nothing but ſomewretched -} 


threds, and ſome little flies inthem ;- for ſuch are | 


| all the Honours and Riches of the Earth : the juſk | 
man only forſaking the world ( with a fas : 


content ) in hope of beatitude; and having fed | 


the poor, clothed the naked, reſi ited his fin "fog : A 


 # good fight, and finiſhed his comrſe, bath a Crown of 3 


Righrowſuſs laid up for him,E ternal in the Heavins, 4 


8 
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*» Bic to 80 yet further along with thee, whoa 3 
 .verthou art, who thus feareſt thy laſt hour - Is it 4 
| fo ill with thee to forſake a world h treacherons,ſo 4 
E=* miſerable, and corrupt?or deploreſt thou thy go] id _ 
F 'thy riches, thy coſtly attire, and fair houſes ? ad 
© If thou hadſt made thy Peace with God, thou go-' 7 
"eſt into a Countrey where thou ſhale no longer” 
| © haveneedof anyolthoſe. They were only remt- } 
: dies, given thee to ſupply the neceſlities- of oo. J 
_ - life; and now thy wounds fhall be cured, wouldſt” 


BW thou Kill wear thy plaiſters? — —_ 
Cc. u- 5 "ab 


"Dar preateſt Care 1m t Ls [11 e, ſhoxls 7 be. 


Ah! But thou bewayelt rhe loſs of thy friends = 

| What ? are there nor ſome who expe&thee abvve, 

| who are better then the world can afford thee? } 
© more wiſe, more aſſured | here they .are falſe} 
| more helpfu! theyare, . morefree | here wretched 
and unwilling to give thee comfort, and aſliftance.] F 
And therefore ( all theſe Excuſes laid aſide). thou F 
haft nothing to do. but to diſpoſe all thy thoughts | 
and endeayours to this paſſage, which muſt be "y f 


E entrance icto happineſs. 


This day, which thon apprehendeſt as he laſt of thy 


lifes the firſt of thy felicity. Itis the birth of another Þ 
 ete.nalday, which wilidraw aſide the Curtain, and } 
E . diſcover unto vs the glories we have long expected, h 
> Jt isthe day which will produce us to theſe great, 
- anddivine Beauties,  wh:ch with theeye of Faith. 


T 
> .webehold inthis vale'of Tears and Miſeries. Ir 1s | 
 theday which will pyt us into the arms and em- 


| © -bracesof a loving Father, after we: have been tur- 


| moild here with ſa many ſtorms and” diſturbances: - 
| O theſtupidity, and Lethargy of our hearts! 
* *-whydoweprotract time? why do we put off the q 
| - Gay of our repentance? or what hope have we 
| 1n another world, if welive remifly-and negligent- 
E Iy here? O but thou fayeſt, God is maerciful[ a 
| to0 tooordinary ſaying ] It's erue, he is ſo, But 
| what? haſtthou not ſeen in the Scriptures; "how 
> his hand hath been armed over preſumprtuons ſin- 
ners ? May we not fee a whole world: buried in the 


' waters of adeſuge, through theangry breath ofan_ 


offended Cod, and ſhall we think to har: with 
Aa lice walt breath at our c laſt BOP: * 


Toa 


"0p? 7 y well prepared 73 £2th 71M 29t. 


3 is fate, too late, ſhall wethen vepin ro make. . 
3 our Peace (having ſo flattered our ſelves by a'pre- J 
EL  fum-rnous confidence of mercy, and orgvencs), 
| when we ſhall begin to draw towards the ſhades of--: 
ll Death ,. when ſickneſs (hall 'nave cropt the fl:; ;wer 
| of our youth, ana left us nothing but a living car- 3 
j caſs, *to deliver over as a prey to death | when we 2: 
' ſhall find the change of health through the diſtew= | 
: per of aviolent Feaver, or ſome ocher (harp diſ- 
E. eaſe, and rherein feel the approaches of another 
| world; when the ſoul ſhal! beſeparated from the I 
E- body,and all that we ſhall behold b=t:veen He. ver 8&.- 
Earth, /al/ ſeem to f// as with Images of Death: od 
| all the world being then able'to do us ns. more 2 
| good, thena Banquer of flowers, and ſongs, will | 
' &dotro ICs" is almoſt famiſhed. | 4 
. --, For, CI1>Whither then will our mind fail, whe 3 
] |. Eitemper foall Feerit ? Whither will-our fancy run,” Þ 
| when diſeales ſpall ride it > What Hells ſhall mY 
Fancy withinour Conſcience > Watching will wis 3 
* ther us, Dreams »/// terrifiz us, every leaf of _ 
F, Tree wagging Will ſeem a fpiri ir come tO ſarprize. I 
us: -and if ſome faral Bird croak in the obſeurity of 
; the nighr , it isthe voice of ſome dead Man, who. 
- bids usprepareto paſs into another world; . - J 
«When the Conſcience (which like the weir aheof Þ ; 
* aclock;is ſecurely quiet, being down ) being once. 
awaked, revives the ] Judgements. f an angry ! God 
and ſers all awork ) ſpall bluſh, and ſcxret 05 1. wha | 
face; 'when our fins ( with David ; foall be everin : 
our þ ot, Palm 51-3. then will che mouth” þe con» - 3 
7 fling, the eyes weed-g, the cheeks bong the « 
at WR 0 2 Rand | 
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| 292 Onr greateſt Care, in this life, ſhouldbe, | 
E hands (miting the boſome, the heart bleeding, the Þ 

1zart-ſtrings cracking, and the voice crying out , 
E ( with Cain) Onr puniſhment is greater then we can 
bear. = 
 Thentooſatewill we cry, Lord have mercy on jy 
F us! When a cruel Angel will be ſent againlt us, an yh 
| ill ſuit commenced againſt our fins , a ruinous { 
E houſe ready to fajlabout our ears, when teadiouſ- I} 

neſs of ſicknefs, loſs of goods, and confuſion ocun- % 
E derſtanding ſha'l encompaſs us ; when the windy % 
E fighs, and deep-fetcht groans of thy breaking 
 heart,whenthe miſty clouds of thy cloſing eyes,the | 
roaring Thundersof thy ſtammer:ng Tongue(ſome- } 
© times venting horrible oaths, and blaſphemies) | 


1 
W" 
7 L 
[1 
\ 


as © 


ſhall repreſent nothing but Images to the Behol- |} 
ders; and as if heaven ſeemed to break into fire ? 
over their heads. IF 
When in the laſt Agonies of Death, thy body 
feeleth ſuch great viſturbances, which makes thee 
to turn here and there, and to rub the bed- cloths 
with thy hands, which over-power thee with con- 
vulſions, choak thy ſpeeches, ſhut faſt thy teeth; 
makes rhy viſage pale, thy noſe ſharp, thy lipsto 
tremble, thy eyes ſunk in, thy memory faultering , 
and a cold ſweat to over-fpread all thy body which 
15 only encompaſſed with weeping eyes, whyning 
countenances, or perchance ( which is worſe) with 
petty furies? TT | 
Alas ! What content canſt thou now take, when 
dearh thus comes to found his laſt Trumpet in thy 
ears? ſaying unto thee,Come, let us go, thou mult | 
 . dillodge from thy Riches, thy large palixſone, 
=. nd , 1r0m 


+ 


"bs to þ wel f prijpirnd " Death, _ 992 A 
[Rom iby kindred, from thy friends, never, more to {| 
return Sl. O how bitter is the remembrance of 4 
_ death 1 how harſh is it to unmortified ; ſpirits! when 
| they ſhall ſeem to ſay to thy body , Ah! whither Þ 
- Soeſt thou, my dear hoſteſs * whither coeſt thou ? JF 
| Thou haſt hitherto moſt tenderly pampered me, } 
- pompouſly cloathed me, wantonly cheriſhed me : _ Þ 
{ I wasthy Idol,thy Pride, and thy G'ory, and whi. 3 
| ther now muſt chou go? whar, into a Grave with: 
| Serpents, Worms? Alas! what wilt thou do there, N 
and what will become of thee ? wn 
Thus fares it with diſtreſſed ſou!s, in the ſhades 3 

of death, who fixing their dying eyes alſo upon Þ 
their former acquaintance, their Table-friends, 2} 
 Gameſfters, Ranters , Amourifts and all the de E 

_ lights of former Companies; find ſome weeping, | 

I others making a ſhew of Tears, the ret under a. 
veil of ſorrow, all ſeeming to appear about the 3 

| Bed with this fad Note; Alas, do you leaveus, #} 
and ſhall we meet no more topether : ? Farewel}. 7} 
pleaſing Amitjes! adien all our feaſts, ſports, and |} 
Loves ! from this moment ſhall we be for ever 
ſeparated. A 

. Whereas "A otherwiſe ſhall it be with thoſe hea- "1 

_ venly and yicorious Spirits, ( the contexture of 2A 
Humours and Elements being diffolved) having 
eſcaped the chains of time, and the Laws of death, 2; 
_—_ nothing to do, but to G0 outof a Dungeon I 

fo dark, a Priſon ſo ſreight, and to leavea wor:d 3 

of ſadneſs and miſery, to enter into thoſe ſpaci- E 
ous Temples of Eternal Splendors , where their | I 
bejng! ſhall have no end, their kn wiledge no gory; E 
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3 294 That onr greateſt (are, in Life, ſhould be, © 
I rance, nor their Love ſuffer Change. : -.+-1 I 
4 Then is the time we ſhall hear theſe words, Go f 
3B fairhful Souls, go our of theſe bod:es , £o our wich # 
E Joy in full peace and ſafety. The Eternal moun, | 
| tains, | thoſeglorious Heavens ] and all the good- þ 
B ly company. of Ange S, and bleſſed Spirits which L; 
- thereinhabir, wall receive you. Goon confident- | 
= ly, B:hold, Godisrzady to wipe away yourrtears, | 
3 i here ſhall be ro more death, no more Tears, na | 
& moreclamours, no more ſorrows ; behold a Rare 1 
 - whollv new ! O whatrepoſe, what peace, and cek } 
 fationof croubles ſhall we there mee »+twith!:;. |þ 
© Here we every niglit fnhnd in.our. ſep d.: Uittle J 
E, death. And can we be fo appr: henfive of hat great | 
| Death, which God hach made ſo common to all | 
3 Creatures, aſrerwe have ſlept ſo many years, and 
long paſſed through the miſeries of a wretched © 
| © world? Sickneſs and pains will perchance :one day 
|” make thee to deſire that}, which thou now ſo much 
E feareſlt. Thou knowelt not indeed what belongs 
E toa Crown, Scepter, or Kingdome, whillit thou 
& artin this baſe and terreſtrial life - bur hadft thou 
|. talked only one quarter of an hour with a bleſf:d 
| Soul; and difconrſed of the ſtate of the other life, 
þ. Oh, how would thy heart diſfojve into deſires? how 
© wouldit thou haſten ro go out of that ruinous 
E houſe, whereof thou art but a Fennant > out of 
a leaky ſhip,co land ina rich and Aourjſhing Coun- 
E Trey; out of a ſtinking Priſon, to reſide in a beau- 
-  Eifu! palace. 
& And then having being bewailed that body L 
b a Foy have had ſo many troubles)baving ſea* 
3 | ſogably | 


"how tobe w-ll prepa#ed for Death © 295... | 
 ſonably diſpoſed of wat concerns your temporal. - 4 
and earthly goods, lefc your mind clear and perſpi- .. | 
\ ' coous ).1:ſt ſuirs might afterwards enſue}.digeited- . 4 
M your buſineſs without Jeaving .crouble in your fa- .. | 
f mily:, and nobmelting all your gold and itverin- ."2 
*# to one maſs, whereby to. ſet your Heirs, Kindred... 3 
 gndAllies by theears, | whence the Apple of dif '. 4 
cord 1s oftentimes:ſprinkled-with theirbluod Þ ha» , 4 
vying ( Ifay) reſtored ſuch goods, and farisfi:d ſuch -# 
\ debts as ought necefſa:ily to be diſcharged , re- 3 
# membred your poor friends which relate urito you, 7 
|. &fſtributed your Almes'to:the- needy and indigent , » Þ 
| and not forgotten thoſe fervants who have waited _ } 

their bodies and lives in your ſervice; having made 'Þ 

| a happy peace between God and your fou), left be- | 
 hindyou the examples.pf Humility, Parience, con- 4 

' Tempt of the world, reconciliation to enemies,' . 
Love to your friends, and Charity toall) Ohow - 


F 


| willingly will you pay Natures Tribute { how-glad> 3 
 lymill you accept Gods viſitations, of what kind . 4 
' or nature ſoever they be!How comfortably . (:nthis.. 3 
laſt period of ur life ) j/f you give the Worlda  Þ 
FareWwel; and draw the- Curtain between you and. I 
the Creatures. And turning the gafpes of cearh,.j i 
and the laſt breath of thy ſoul into the. praiſes of, 
God, whom thou haſt fithfully ſerved) how wilt; 
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-thou cry out, My Gad ! That my Redeemer liveth, | 
and that Iſpall ſte bins in this ſame fleſh ! JO, 9: BY 
Why then ſhould I fear anything , Oh my God !-4 
—_Thouartwith methough I now WAIK 4n the ſhades, * 
of death.! What have Io defire in Heayen, Or. 4 
wha could I more expe& from thee on, carch ?Q'3 
es i ers AS ms 


> —N 
-4 k 
Bey” | " 
. 3 ” SEN 4s | &f 
- S : a »..* 
D . % > ——— a 


tind X «hv *5 Ss 3 EEE tad 
FEST > WE 
, es : % 
MS AS of 
Drs gy VT 
* 2b ” 


q -” , FT The peta brave F Ged, 
| The God of my heart, and my portion for all Eter- 
- nity ! be net tad then, O A) ſoul , return into thy-. 
| for God hath dealt mercifally with thee! Now | 

b- Sp thou with comfort, give thy laſt farewell ro. 
| all thy friends ; thou mayeſt 20 out of the world-; 
| and the miſeries thereof,. as outof a Priſon with a 
| confident eye , mayelt thou look death inthe face , 


=IJ with a {table foot, and receive it with Fi 
EE Spire infinitely peaceful. 
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Fs hat here will be an - Judgemert of Ged,- 
; - and that all the A Afﬀairs of the world J .* 
end in that laſt ſentence, God will 
£ give 4apon our SOUL at its paſring. 
ont of the Body. 


| IT" there willbe a day of Judgement , and a 
happineſs for the Righteous, as well «s miſe- 
ry for the wicked after this life, is a Truth confirm» ' 
Fl bythe very light of nature, And es we fee W 
| by reaſon, Ry alſo by experience, all the world {or | 
| at leaſt the greateſt part) believing | it: the moſt. 
E barberous Indians, and thoſe Nations where the 
| Goſpel never came, acknowledging another life 
| ofer this, and a difference of rewards according to 
| Fheir aRious. 


Beſides, it is the Maſter-piece of our faith ( if: 
4 ve are Chriſtians ) and che fundamental Article of 
eur belief, that our Saviour ſhall come ag ain to judge 
in quick and the dead; and therefore is there no 
is left for a Concroverlic i in th: point ; and y 
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' | pon onr Soul at itspaſſuge ont of the body. 29 "+ 
| - thatwill queſtion this, will believe nothing ; yea, 
|. renounce his faith , as well as common Reaſon, and. _ 
| Humanicy. The great God, and righteous Gover- 
| nonr of the world, muft mike a difference amors * 
| Mortals, according to the Niture of ways, which we 
ſ+ ſee 15 noT (one herein this life, { where the wicked 


| Proſper, and the vertuous are afflited ) therefore it . 


| muſt be hereaffer. s _ 
| Neither ( O prophene Soul ! who ſhalt any way 
| queſtion this Eternal 4eccree. of heavens Gourt ,.u 4 
| ir a propofition , which needs to be proved by rea- = 
| ſons, and arguments, that there is an inevitable _ 
| Judgment of God for the Damned. It hath been | 
- the ſubject of ajl books, the diſcourſe of all Tongues, -| 
| the voice of Nature,the confeſſion of all people,which | 
_ thy forgetfulneſs cannot blot out, thy impiety extin-. | 
guiſh , orthy evil conſcience take away. And what | 
then will thy ſoul one day anſwer,when it leaves the ' 

' body unto the thundring voice of a living God?. 
| Death the unwearied Harbenger ) is gone to take - * 
 youup alodpins , in the grave, each minute is ſo. } 
 muchdeducted from of thy life , wilt thou not then . : 
remember our Savioursadvice, to work whileſt it is © 
day; ſeeing a long night,will ſhortly cover thee. with ' * 
its wings.Say wich that famous Painter Xeaxes,Tpaint | 
© for Erermty, Let heaven be hy aim, © * 
e/Eternitati where th-re is no poverty, no ſickneſs, 
 Pingo, no grief, no care, nocalumny, no heat, | 
27+... nocold, nonight, oralteration ; but _ 
where thy glorified Soul , ſhall lead the life of | 
' Godhimſelf, an amiable life , for which we ſhould | 
 figh, and labour, yea ofcenbeg with Tears, and = 
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208 _ Theinevitable I ndewint fG God, ; 
 Allthe Aﬀairs of this life , end in one preat buſi- 
nefle of the other life , which i is that of Judgment, ] 
which God will give upon our ſoul at its paſſagidurc| 
# ofthe body. And ſurely he that puts off the evil day, 
| farfromhim, that with a careleſs and blockiſh hearc ,} 
* can hear the woes denounced-apainſt finners , atthar 
| day which. ſhall make the moſt confident tg ſhake ; | 
| ſhall ſadly be awaked, and ſtand amazed, yea when | 
be ſhall (te heaven in mourning, the earch: .on fire, 
| theSca in blood, the Throne of God hanging in che 
clouds encompaſſed with Legions of Angels,” and. 
| with innumerable troopes of men raifed from theie 
| g:aveexpeCting the finall dccree of their cternal haps 
WP Pets, or lateft miſery. - 
. . Whenthey ſhall hear thar [aft a6d diſmal ſobtenok 
't des art from me unto everlaſting fire.” Depart ? from 
E. - eh > from the God char made thee in his Image, 
| from the Redezmer that bought thee by the price of 
| hls blood >from the holy Thoſt che ſ anCtitier , and 
"Comforter at the-faithfull. Oo ſd departing ! much 


| | rather ſhoujd:we have choſen*to have "Gepinet from 


all our friends :in;the world , from our life, or any 
thing delightfuſl on theearth, Depart ! from what! 
from Gods p;efefice, che hopes of ſalvation, the 
| glory of heaven, the company rf Angels, the portion 
b of the Saints, and Eternal happineſs. 
| Had our fouls bren agS1m on earth, to take their 
farewell of a wretched world, to bid adieu"torhe 
feſhly honours, pleaſures_and profits thereof ; H:d 
| they beenapain in their earthly Cottages, and Taber- 
| maclesof clay, and muſt of neceſſity take leave. of 
| Cheirhouſes, andlands , Their cups, and goadfel- 
4  loyyſhip 


upon our ſonlat ts paſſage ont of the body.” 299" | . 
1owſhip, their mirth , and recreations [. all which. 
Were already paſt . and gone | it would not ſeem half | 
ſo teadious tO a diſtreſſed ſoul, but to. be for ever \ 
 hopele's of enjoying theſe again , and to be always I 
| tormented in unquenchable Azmes[yea with the worſt } 
* of company che Devil and his Angels .] what grief 7 ; 
| moredgep?. Wha ſorrow more piercing 2 Oh what 
' horrour, -what terrour, what bloody ſorrows ,, and © 
|. deſpaire, will tus aſſail thee, at thy Death when 
I God ſhall draw aiide the curtain of thy:Peace, and ; 
| ſhow thee infnire number of Souls in = boſom of : 
| happineſs,. for baving well diſpoſed their lives to his - 
glory. :ut on the 'other ge \ how of:&:n will the 4 
heayensand'the Elements conſpire agaireſt thee for | 
having ſo-unworthily mil_ lace dthy Aﬀec tions ?. | 
. And. whereas, it. will de .a day of re joycing the | 
| hearts of Gois caints, after all their fears , and flan-. } 
\ derous Accu farions of S:tan, and the world ( for Oh, 1] 
how welcome w:ll the face of that Ged be whom ? 
they lov<d, whom they fouzht , whom they longed: 3 
and waited for ! ) ſo kewiſc will it prove -a day of 
- terrour, _ andſiadneſs to all-thoſe ; who have forgot-. 
| ten Go: 44 inthe day of their proſperity, wihen below, -Y 
- they ſhall ſee ſo many affcightfull ſhaps of:Devils(like- 
- Monſters ) ready to execute puniſhments. upon th-ir. 3 
- ſouls, when fell ſhall chrow ont nothingbuec flames : y J 
- and vapours, able to cover heaven, andinfe& earth, / 
| willnot our members quake, and our veins bleed 3 
' whenwerefie& on this diſmal! fghr? —o 
\. .. Oh then chatwe would remeniber this, when Temp- 4 
| | tations are upon us | when we.are tempted to give up . 
yur. minds to the world, and drown our felves in - 
- arching 
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; $00 T he inevitable 7ndoment of Ged, py 1 
| earthly cares; when we are rempted to pleaſure; }. 
| -profits, evil company , and neglect of the duties of | 
|. Gods worſhip ! let us ſeriouſly bethink us , whether | 
* theworld will then be as ſweet as now ? whether our 
| unruly paſſions,and lufts will bear the ſame ſway with | 
us? whether 8ll the glories, beaaty , honours, and 
 Dpreferments of the world, will not ſeem yain,needleſs, 
E and anprofitab'e? Can any oftheſe things be com-. 
- fortable , at that day of reckoning ? a day which can- 
not be avoided , willing , or unwilling, thou ſhalt be 
| .there,and ſhould not q matrec of ſo great weight, and 
| concernment , £0 near our hearts , and awake us from 
# fond, and wretched ſecurity ? : 
| Wereit aday( indeed) which might be put off, 
| were it a day which might be differr'd, by power , by 
| friends , by ſlieghts, or other perſwaſions , or were 
| God , changable, or partial, thou mighteſt chink of 
| evaſion ; but to hope any of this, were to hope that 

| God would not be God , neither is it poſſible chat 

| any ſhould eſcape, that day by tricks of wit, by falſe 

| TEaſonings , or weak defences, no fraud, or flattery, 
, no perſwaſton ,- or bribery, can pervert his Juſtice, 
| no. wanr of evidence will chere be to: hinder it. The 
| Devils that firſt rempted thee co fin, will then riſe 
| up witheſſes againſt thee, the Anpels of God [ before 
| whom we ſhould not have ſinned, |will ceftifie againſt 

| the:, The abuſed Creatures will be brought into thy. 
®m conviction. The faichfull meſſengers 
I (or.11.19. of God, will cry a loud agiinftthee , 
I 7im. 5.21. for negleRing their DoCrine. ' All 
MM the p:rſonal mercies, which thou haſt 
received, will be ſy many evidences againſt thee ; te - 


"Up. onr bs fo, at its bt Mobs age out atof the WG: "Jor 


- very earth that bore thee, the air which thou bres- 
\ thed'{t in, the food which nouriſhed thee, the cloths 
| which covered thee , the houſes thou dwelledſtin , 
| the Creatures that labouredfor thee, and 311 the reſt 
- which died for thy uſe , will then riſe up to further 
thy condemnation , yea the ſtones, and rafters of ' 
G | the houſe of the griping uſurer , the greedy world- 
| ling , and Coverous Earth- worm, which preferred _ 
| his goods, and lands, his gold, and ilver, before the 
1 ' everlaftin? Treaſures of heaven , ſhall then evidence 1 
x againſt him, James.5,1,2,3.4. 
| "And will no: God hicaſelf ( as juſtly he: may ) then 
expoſtulate with thee. Did all my mercies deſerve 
| _ no-more thanks ? Should you not better have ſerved |: 
 bim that gave them ? 1 thought not all my Creatures | 
| | too good for you and do you think your hearts and |: 
Een] roo good for me ? Did they ſuffer death to: i 
feed your bodies, and did you think it much to ſub- \ 
| mit your bodies to my yoke,and to give up your ſouls, \ 
, as reaſonable ſervice , to wait on me in holinſs, and 
| godly fear? WasIfo hard a Maſter, was my work ſo 
Ss , and unreaſonable , and my rewards of fo little - 
value, 25 NO Way tO perſwade. you to my ſervice ? Was... 
there more reaſon, and reality in the deceits & allure- 
mentsof Sin, hen in all my good, and holy admo-... 
nitions? Ah ungratefull wretch!that the love of God, 
the evil of fin , the bloud of thy Saviour , the _ E 
| Mentsto come , the glory promiſed , and the Tor- 
| ments threatned ſhould not be as forcible to draw. 


the: to holineſs,as a little fleſbly delight and worldly E 
þ: — gain to draw thee to wickedneſs, 


* For ſhame then forſake, forſake; the love of theſe . 
ts ; Rane 
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' poor Cottages, theſe tading pleaſures, theſe linlef 
Ant-hills, which enthral rby heart , thy Countrey-ig 
no longer earth. Behold the oreat Globe of Heav ; | 
| all repleniſhed with glorious lights, This is the 
Palace vvhich God hath conquered for thee, Canſt 
thou look on thoſe glorious Crovyns vvhich irecchl 
| out their Arms unto thee, and caft the leaſt eye on hel ; 
| Petty trifle of this cerreftrial abode 2 If heaven openÞ 
 1nrevvards, can it not open thy heart to imbrace it 
| and entertainehim, yvho ſo fre. ly offers them ! cart 
' thou forget t That day, vvhich yvil require ſo ſtr:& anÞ 
--ACCOuNt of ail our carriages, Oh then hovy ſhoald ho- 
| lineſs, and Devo 1on bearthe light, and open the door} ; 
+ 'toall our Actions ! u 
*  Isthisa matter then to be forgotten ? Is not chat | 
man vvorſethen mad., vvho is going to judement-, } 
«and never thinks on Y ? Shou d vve not rather forger þ 
| -tocat,to drink, to ſlezp, or vvork , then a matter of 
' ſo great concernment > What ? to forger that vyhickt | 
* yve muſt remember: for. ever > Oh poor ſoul ! hovy 
«mach rather , ſhouldeft chou imitate him, vvho | 
BI vvhereſvever he vvent Yſcemed to hear a voice cal- : 
q :liog tothe vvorld. Ariſe ye-dead , and rome to dg - | 
| "ent {. Hovy ouphteſt cnaonto meditate on ir, vyhen * 
| -aloneby thy ſe f. This day | iscertain andirvvill be as | 
7 Qrcadfull., hovy faſt it is coming ? vvhat ſhall I do? . 
| -yvhac anſyyer (hall I make at that day.? Woe, and ten, 


' thouſand vvoes to ſecure, and unbelieving- ſon. s,vVhO' 
; maſt rhen endure the brant thereof! 

_ Didthe Kneesof King Belſhazzer, knock tozecher 
writh tremblin? vvhen he faw the hand- -vyriting on 


me © vyall how then {t.oul{ our heart be affected, yyhen 
we 


pon our ſoul atits paſſage out of the body. 303 * 
| yve ſcethe hand-writing of God himſeif as a furmmons = 
| to his Bar?Daz.5.6.Sure this is that great danger,that 

| one wou.d think ſhould ſhake the touteſt hearc, to 

| conſider it, 8 avvake the dulleſt ſinner to prevent it. 

j. O poor ſinner! What? to burn in flames, vvhich 

| vvatte nor, nor ſhall ever be conſumed > To be ſcor- 

| ched vvith remedileſs fires, through the vvbole Body, 

| to de broiledalivein our ovvn greaſe, to ſee noth- 3 
_ Ing but pits of fire,and flaming furnaces, withour eaſe,.. | 
F remedy , relaxation, or change ?. To have no other -} 
food but the pal! of Dragons , no other air \ but of A 
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{ buroing coals , ho ftars or light , but the fire of 7 
| Torments, no beds but couches of Serpents, no lan- 
| guage but Blaſpheamies , no hope but diſpaire, no {| 
|. Patience but Rage, and no order but confuſion 1 O | 
ovworm! Q | 


| abyſs of horrour ! O hell ! O gnavviu 
| living Death , vvhich never dies !  "-. ol 
_ © - Alas! thatwecould but conſider , how fearful - | 
will be the Caſe of that man, that is newly doomed 24 
to this everlaſting fire! No ſooner is the ſentence -} 
-paſt, Go ye carſed into everlaſting burning ,, but away* - } 
| they muſt begone; thereisno delay , nor reprieve, } 
'* nor hopeof eſcape to be expeRed.: all the world: * 
cannot reſcue fuchamany itwill bein vain to look 
- for help.It will bein vain to cry to the H/ls to fall 
| onus, andtothe mountains to cover us from the \.? 
- preſence oftimtharſitreth on the Throne, It wilt 3 
| bein vain now to repent, and wiſh we had not * 
|  :flighted the hourof our Salvation, nor ſold it fora _ 
| litiepleafurero obr fleſh. Te will be too late then 
| .tocry, Lord open. to us, O ſpare us} O pity us? . 
; -Donot caſt us 1nto theſe hideous flames ! 9 098 
 RTcT_TCMCEE. \- -Eale<,.- 


| eafe ! whateternal Darkneſs! blind world! profti 


a 
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tyted world! deſperate world / Oh wouldett thoul 
have known, wouldeſt thou have known / but 


unhappineſs hathput a ſcarf before thy eyes / 


Thus the urhappy ſon] cuts off his words, and! 
deeply fighing with ſobs of lively and pen:trating| 
grief, wrſheth he had been born any thing, buta} 
reaſonable Creature. Ard glad would the miſeras} 
ble ſinner be, if he might butturnto nothing, and} 
- ceaſe to be: Can it poſſibiy be concervedwhat an} 


{ endleſs remorſe he finds within him , when he ſees} 
the infinite happineſs he hath loſt, and theirfinite} 
miſery he finds himſelf involved in, being perpetu-} 
ally snawn, torn, and tumbled into a huge torrent } 


» 


\ of inexplicable dolours, which cauſe it to breakin. | 


to Furies and Phrenzies: 


O Palace of God (faith he ) that I have loſt ? 
_ O uglyDensof Serpents whereuntoJ) am thrown! 
O hideous darkneſs which ſhall Zrernally be my in- 
heritance! O infernal Countenances of enraged 


Devils, which muſt now for ever be my compant- 
ons! The brightneſs of Paradice will now be nothing 
unto me: The joyes of heaverrwill bit now agpra- 


vatemy grief, ſince my wretchedneſs hath ſeated. 
| wp myeves from thetriumphant company of ele& 
Souls, with whom' I ſhould eternally have lived. 


, _ Cuiſed Atheiſm ! why wouldeſt thou rather feel 
|. theſe Torments ,, thenb2lieve them; wert thor not 
. -mad ? cruel Ambition ,, to what paſs haſt thou 


brought me ! Deceitful Riches ! how have you be- 


Suiled me ! wicked company , vain companions ,: 


oO 


worldly pleaſures; how have you beenthe chains of 


my ruine / 


_ Alas g' 


* WPin0, oar uo ſol,ati its paſſ: age 0 ont at of the | 5p 205 


- Alas! OChriſtian, O that ws may be for ever. 
7 " hpngrnarof this eternal and temporal fire ! and 
© may rather repent in this Life , then fear it in the 
- Other / For otherwiſe what a caſe is the poor deſpg- 
ate ſinner left in. How can | write. or how canſt 
thou hear , or read this without trembling, to think 3 
of thecondition ſuch forlorn Wretches will here 3 
 afterbein ? when they look above, and ſez the God ? 
- that haih forſaken them. becaute they have fore 
_ faken him firſt; when they look zbont them, and 
fee the the Stints whom they have deſpiſed on one 
| hand i inglory, and the wicked 03 the other in 
| miley SR they look below them, and fee * 
[ ne flames which they muſt abide in for evermore, - } 
Wretched ſouls ! what would they now pive fora | 
 Chrift, which only can, but will not fave them! 
| What for one hours time of repentance, for one. | 
: Sermon of Mercy, which once rhey ſlept under, , | 
| and undervalued, and made no account of, ." 
| OGod!©O God whom havel loſt, and yet I can- | 
" notlooſe / I have loſt thee as my Saviour, and So- -}: 
|  yeraign Good, yet have thee perpetually preſent, as | 
the cauſe of my pains : ' O Eternity ! ſhall chere ne- 1 
| ver be end of my evils? Shall my Torments be _ 
' alwayes beginning > O why. was not the womb of , 
| my mother, that ſerved for the tir{it bed of my con- 
- ception, the Sepulchre of my birth ? O why did 
” not the Stars which predominated at my coming in- | 
| to the world, through the Sparkles of their evil in- | 
- flnenceagainſt me >* Why did not the earth ſwallow © 
 mf'in my Cradle > Muft I live one ſole moment on _ 
; carry, tolivean enemy to God cieranily ? ? Ab Lora! | 
L 4. -N what 4 
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20G | The inevitable Wdement of G od, 
What Abyſs i is thy Judgement ! [ let lejes {mother 


the remainder of my complaints,fince I can no longer 


endure my ſelf, nor my 8g rief make Known the con- 
+ Ceptions of my heart. 


© And alas! muchother will be our knowledge at 
b the ſeparation of the foul from the body, then-it is 
E in this preſent life , where we only ſee ( through 
F two little holes our eyes) 'but the hates, aSit were 
{ | of thoſe Objects, which the inſtant of death will 
E. diſcover unto usas for other Traths. Then ſhall 
 weſecethe world encompaſſed with fire, our bleſſed 
© Saviour in the quality of a Judpe,Suls F who had 
© - Holily lived ] flying to heaven with Palms and 
- - Crowns; others, deſcending everlaſtingly to live 
\ under the Tyranny of inferval Spitits; all the ſteps 
& of ourlife , yea our ſlighteſt aRions will then be 
j - *zreckoned up apainſtus.Nothing will be ſo inſuppor- | 
| fable tous, as our, own Conſcience; nothing. ſo 
þ dreadfal, as the though of our approaching mt- 
f Te TY. 
i Neither cant thou jultly complain { ( poor ſoul) 
\ that God d d thee wrongs, in makins ſach a hell. 
- for thee, ſeeins thy ſin hath neither end nor limits | 
in its-Ecernity. It is an infinite evil, becauſe it * 
MKrikerh at the head of an infinite Divinity, Wilt 
thou ſay unto an Omnipetent God, thou gav AF me 
a Law, butTilladmiths Law-piver : > Thou cre- 
ate me to ſerve thee, but 1 will live formy ſelf? 
Thoumade!! La world for my uſe, buc I will fill it 
with my ſins ? hoy redeemeſt me by thy blood, 
and I will co:;t2mn and trample it under foot: O 
horrible confulioa! O unſpeakable wickedneſs! 


Enough 


ew: td b wel? Borured fir "wy 7 — nl 65 J 
| Enough is ſaid'to ſhew the horrour of that fin ; 
which alone is the cauſe, aud procurer of our wo- 
ful condition. Let us then think ſeriouſly on all 
that is ſaid; and if wedeſireto avoid the unhappi- 
| neſs expreſſed, let us continually obſerve, and in- 
| violably keep a Watch over all our aRions. Let us 
' fore-arm our ſelves againſt that liberty of heart , 
| which neither feareth fn, hell, nor the evils of an0- Y 
| ther Lite.  'Fear is the mother of ſafety, ard the. 7 
| means not to fear Hell at all; is to-fear it alwayes. 4 
| Letustherefore frame unto our ſelves, a Conſci- © 
. ence tender and timerous, a Conſcience filially and. - 
| lovingly, fearful, and croubled at the leaſt ig | 
and imperfeRions. Let us live in a ſtate wherein 
we would die,and often call our Soul ts an account 
| of our Actions. Ah, my Soul! if you were at — I 
preſent inſtant to diſlodge out of this world : 2 
| you inan eſtatets bepreſznted , before the | inevi- 
| table Throne of the ſuprezm Judge 2 Have you 
| nov ſome {ins nnrepent os of, ſome reſtitution to +; 
| make > do there not ſome blemiſhes of world'y 
|- Love, vain thoughts, and idle Luſts remain in thy ol 
A hearc ; Z by 
SF ay farther unto thy ſelf, Alas! what is a little 1 
| time when itis gone? how quickly ſhall you and L 
| be in another wo:1d? how quickly are our years 
gone? what is the time pait 2 We know not when _ 
wegoto bed, whither hs ſha'l be jndg:d by the 
next mornins , or when weriſe , whither before 
night; Letus therefore make it the very buſineſs 
of our Lives, to make ready for that day : what 
elſe bave\ we to do, but to provide for Excrlaſting. 
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20% Ourgreateſt care in this life, ſhomld be; 
Lre us'ive therefore as men that make this their 
main ſcope, andcireoftheir lives, To remember | 
every morning thit we muſtſpendthat day in pre- | 
| paration for our account; every night to exa. 
amine our hearts, what we have done that dayin 
preparation {or our lait day: and think that time 
loſt wherein nothing 15 done to thisend. 
| Canſi thoulivemerrily, or ſeep quierly upon any 
. other Terms? eſpecially hen thou arr every hour 
 uncerta'n, whither chou ſhall ſee another hour, 
*  Methinks whereſoever thou art going , or what 
= ever thou art doing, in ſo fad a caſe itſhould (tilt 
come into thy thoughts, Oh ! what 1f I ſhould leave 
this world before I have aſſurance of a better ? me- 
| thinks the ſoul ſhou'd be ſo apprenſive of bis frail 
| andtotterius condition, as every day to make this 
| queſtion , Am1 ready to give up my accourit2how 
have 1 ſpent my precious time, diſpoſed of my 
{ riches, and expended them to the ſerviceof him - 
that oavet} 'eM inthe works of Piery and Charity. 
And, Oh everliſtingly happy ar: thou, with 
|. thereſlt of the godly . if thus thon haſt waited in 
" hope forthar great day, as che day of thy fall de- 
' liverance and Coronation | this judgement which 
| willbe ſo dreadful ro che ungodly; & te beginning 
 oftrheir endleſs terror and mifzry, will be 8s joyfat 
' fothee, being the day of thy glory. The Savi- 
our which thou haſt believed i in, will not condemn” 
thee. Itis through tim whom ' thou haſt obeyed, 
that the joyes of heaven belongs unto thee : It 1s 
through him chart thou' haſt ſerved , that rhou art 


nowty poſlcl, Lage pure, diving and celeftta} Joes 


upon onr ſoul atits paſſage ont of the body. 30g * 
' O how bleſſed, how happy arr thou, to enter into. © 
ſo incomparable a Glory / PER . JF 
Be not diſmayed ihen(O faithful Soul)in the ſuf- 5 
ferings and iroubles of. this Life: ſuffer not thy I 

' ſelf to be over-born with thoſe Temptations which F 
will ſnatch ſorich a Crown out of thy hands, All F 
_ the Pompof:his wirid ,” a/ our Life,yea all which 7 
| herepleaſctth, and dift:acech our hearts, is buta._ ? 
| poor Preludjium of that contentment, which paſſeth 35 
in Eternity. Thou hf here been but like a little 
Infant in thy mothers womb , beſmeared with | 

| blood, and ſwadled in Clouts which nature gave {# 
| thee, and only held thee'for a time, ro fit thee the 
| » better for that Life, where thoa ſhalt for ever- |; 
© breathin all Freedom and Liberty : Thou art yet | 
 1npriſon, in fet'ers and obſcurity , zi/] the coming 2? 
 . of thegreat day,wherein God /zall give thee a new 2 
body, a ſpiritual body. i: "+02. 
 - Raifeupthy ſelf then, and ſay, O when will that ;; 
godly day come, which ſhall reſtore me a body, to 7 

| render itto God |! a body nolonger a maſs of frail', | 

_ and periſhable earth, but a bedy immortal and in= 7 

' corruptible,vilded with the ſplendor and ſufferings 3 
\ of my Saviour : yea, more and more let ns fix our _ 
- thoughts on an Immortality, a ReſurreQion , ar» - 
Ectereal Life, a Life of Gad gained for thee, by the 
pains, ſweats, and blood of 7eſas; and ro whitcly  - 
hedaiiy invites:hee; A Life which will charm alt | 
 theanexities of this Lite, fweeten all rigours, pu- .- 
_rifieall onr intentions, animate our vertues, and _ 
at laſt crown us with happineſs, where after ſo ma- _ 

ny hardſhips and iravels of a wretched Life , e 1 
"Þ muck : 
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43 TxO The inevitable 7 nagement of God, 
much effuſion of ſweat and blood , ſo many cx: 

| lumnies and reproaches, and after ſo " ap a tumulc 

E of miſeries, we ſhall enter into pleaſant and ſweet 
| repoſe, and re our Weather-beaten Ark under the 
E Pavilionof the Ecernal Majeſty. | 

E Moun: then (Ifay) to the Tribunal of your 
# Conſcience, lead your ſul ty Judgement, ler your 

Z thoughts accuicy:u, letvonr reaſon judge you, 'er. 
your conſc:ence | ft up the ſwors, let it lirike hom», 
| Jetthe bluod of tears be ſeen to ſtream from your 
wounds; 7zaze your ſelves that ye be not condemned, 
| 1 Cor. 11 31. and be ve Martyrs. of pennance , 
|. that ſo a:laft ye may become a witneſs of the Ever- | 
\ laſting mercies of God. 
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| Wight concernng Eprſ copal Government, 
Vines Sermons. 
Saudys on the Eamtitles. 
Confiderations upon tucloſures. 
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Hayues Latiun Grammer + 

 Hoptons Concordance of years, 

| Raſtals C omputation. A 

|. Clavis Grece Lingus, 

> Leiceſters Common Wealth. 

| Corderias Engliſh by Brinſley. 

| Ovids Metamorphoſis by Brinſley, 
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a | Sandy s Ovids Met amorphoſis, ® 
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Hunts Devout Comunicant, 

» Aoretons threefold State of Man, | 
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A Faucls Apologia 12. Lat. 
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